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FOREWORD

Anthologies have always been favourite
companions in the world of books and it 1s
likely that their popularity will continue
to exist alwaye, They really satisfy an
ever present desire in the human mind te:
know the best that has been thought and
said. Especially is that the case in an
age, like the present, of unleisured bustle
and crowded hurry when one would like if
possible to get the best reading in the
shortest space of time. One thererore
certainly appreciates the excellent idea of
this book wherein is made an attenipf: —an
initial attempt—to get together in short
s some of the best and most note-

compad
tirgs of

worthy Dassages from the wii
Mahatma Gandhi.

There have been several great writers
whose works have benefited by consider-
able excision and abridgment. We know
for example that Matthew Arnold strongly.



vi . FOREWORD

advoeated 2 condensed Wordsworth. In
the case of sevepg) ovher writers. we know
that only the hest that they lm,,ve written
}m:-‘; sm_:vived tha test of time and the rest
hasperished. Tt howevernot iy that sense
that M‘ahatma, (Grandhi’s writings stand in
ﬂ?‘fﬂ of any sclective process. * Evé,;;,r word
(.)t "’hf‘it salnt, leader of men - stical:
tdealist apg « e
l’;\;’ff;‘i‘:“;;;‘lmm the ages. It isdittle of all
Anaiman has written thet posterity

witl willj ; _
MG S llémgly let die. Nevertheless as a
JERIEN ) pr()pa,,tf fpc . $
gatlon 1t 1s essantial i bl
home to e tial to briug

brinciplos t{i;n’angs somti of th,e cardinul
Preuching 'ihf aatma (m.n'dm has been
purpnse z:\'nd t}%’ f)!le. tako‘s ' is the real
UD <his garla; (]18 lustification for making
the Véﬁ:wld’a gr;atzftt}le great thoughts of

Whera e"erythls man.
S0 essentially iy,

1 ortant it 3. 1;
maka selm}tio“p wh it s difficult to

- One most remarkable

feature of |
of Mahatmg iti
find in them, a r:&b rtings is that we

statement and gp us.ta‘ined simplicity of

oOTna; s utter abs F g

ornate flourishey op « purple ;3“;‘;9 o :FII)y
2 [ c 68_' @

creator of a new humanity, ™
: ¢

Ing is equally good aund -

-

FOREWORD V vii

thought is always of a high level the
reasoning is always well sustained and the
diction always terse and balanced. Every
sentence is surcharge'd with a force fhat
comes of restraint and eloguence gathers
fm;ﬁ passage to passage with the very
simp’liCity of 'sf;yle and gravity of utter-
ance. The selection here made is fully
representative .of these qualities of
Mahatmaji's style. They have & rare
quality and virtue in them which can be
born of inspiration only and which reminds
us forcibly of the prophets of old.” Some ‘of
ther indéed are bright ringlets of gold thz%t
shall shifve for ever od the stretched fove-
finger of Hime, without excepsion they are
all like the srutis.of Vedic India, terse,
condensed, ech and all to be noted, mefo-
and transmitted from genetation to

TiS("dq . . .
45 the priceless repositories of

genemtion
Troth Everlasting. o |

Of Mabatma Gandhi himself little can
be =aid here #hich has not been already
and so ably said by others. Such great
perscns as Rowian Roll.and and A. E,
(Gsao;'ge Russell}, bave hailed Mahatma a8

b
. . v



viit FOREWORD

the hatbinger of peace to a strife-ridden
world. To India he i the messiah of

liberation. His message of non-violent

non-vh-operation, of Sutyagraha and unity

has leavened the musses of Indja to an
unparalleled degree and in our faithful
carrying out of his doctrine does our deli-
verance lie,

Lt iz sincere)
Mahatma
Mala,

y hoped that this chaplet of
8 noted sayings, this (Fandhi-
will help to bring home to men's
-bgsems and concerns the spirit of al} that
Mahatma Gandhi has been teaching and
:*:Ht.an.ds for in polities, social reform, and
National Ethics and in its humble way
SeTVe to speed the gospel of non-violent non-
“heineration, the seripture of Satyagraha.

N. P.

"GREAT THOUGHTS

OF .
MAHATMA GANDHI!

! -

SATYAGRAHA

" The path of iruth is the pﬁlh of the brace,
{t is beyond the power of the cowards.

*
4

N
g . * L

.L~1"d Lead India ‘towards the path of
ord,

+rqth ; this doing, teach her the religion of
fru ’

’
Swadeshi, an
mans Parsis,

oser together-

*
¢ %

d knit the Hindus, 1\/1'11555%&9'.:1-~
Christiansand Jews living ine

India cl_

St

Iy



GREAT THOUGHTS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

many thousands, Only then can we attain

2 status in the world that shall not be
surpassed by any nation.

. s *'t

Petitions will haye value, when the nation

Wwill,

L
L
. 1 do not believe in armed risings. They
are a remedy worse than the disease sought
to be'cured. They ure a token of the spirit
of revenge and impatience and anger. The

method of violence cannot do good in the
long run.
<

*
* K

We have a better method. Unlike that
of violence it certainly involves the exer-
cise of restraint . and patience; but it
requires also resoluteness of will.

‘ **#
Most people cheose rather to yield to the
. 4

| { but of Justice..

/

Tegardi

- 2
| / SATYAGRAHA
will of the t}‘rre{n’t than to suffer for the
‘cons‘equenée, of resistance. Hence does
terrorism formi part of the stock-in-trade
o{ the tyrant.
. L *'c
The whol(e campaign of non-co-operation
' has been conceived in a spirit not of revenge

[ 4
*
& &

If trq@h is violent, I plead guilty to the

' c,harée .of violence of language. But I
- could not, without doing violence to truth,

refrain Xifram using the language I have
P b |

!
i
~

g Gen ral Dyer’s action.

*
% &

Tt is the right 'of a citizen to withdraw
his co-operation, from the state when that
co-operation means his degradation.

’ I e
/ Na/-co-operation becomes a duty when
(o-operation means degradation or humili-
: | ; (" 5 |
/ | \



OREAT THOUGHTS OF MAHATMA GANDHE

ati inj
: on O an injury to ont’s cherished
religious Bntiment

. "*
It is my duty, not by w

ay of i ent
or b'y y DUHIShm

’ Way oferevenge but to the end thab
M2y not make myself responsible for the

wrong doing, to withdraw my support off
that Government.

L 3
* & .
nds solely on our ability

t Our Buccess depe
© control, guide and discipline the Aasses.

. *“

The power'thgt an individual or g nation
folfSWearing violence generates is g power
that is irresistible,
day againgt violenc
expedience, Le., itg

‘But my argument to-
e is based upon pure
utter futility.
»
I would - .
U788 upon a1 speakers the

eatest restraint under

SATYAGRAHA

ainty of victory if firmness is combined
with gentleness. The cause is doomed if

~ anger, hatred, ill-will, recklessness and

finally violence are to reign supreme.
. ‘ i ’
*® &
- A violent speech is often as injurious as

a violent deed. And I am sure that you

will not spoil a cause that is just and
sacred by any hasty word or action.

: ‘Y t" B M

Nothing can possibly prevent a Satya-
grahi from doing his duty because of the
frown of the authorities.

D'Q

Wé must secure an atmosphere of en-

Jightened non-violence as fast as possible,

not the non-violence of the weak but the
pon-violence of the strong, who would

to kill but would gladly die for the

disdain !
e a3 ion of the truth.
vindicati .
*® #*
7
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H
R}
i

ice. The means a.
the prosecution of tl

® &

trument so clean, s

80 effecti.ve as non-co

L 4
fhere 18 no ins
\, harm]
y © )
A S8 and yet
- QPeratiop,
[ 3

*
Once the lnfaui .

tion g rey bility of non-co-opera

v i : .
~ blood-gheq oed, thero is an eng to all

and violenea
form, d violence in any shape o1
_ .
NOD-CQ. ., .
 tion; 3¢ :‘:B:tlon is a process of evolu-
o ost . |
Evoluﬁonary Rev;f?,_,,been described as
on.
K .’Sages 0 Old ort' ‘
he Spirit witpg, "Bled the flagh, go that

SATYAGRZHA

their trained bodies might be proof against
any injury that might be inflicted on 1';hem
by a tyrant seeking to impose their will on
them.

L
» ¥

I would risk violence a thousand times
than risk the emasculation of a whole race.
o.#'

I do believe that, where there is only
a choice between cowardice and violence,
1 would advise violence-

0*3

T would rather have India resort to arms
in order to defend her honour than Ehat
ghe should in a cowardly manner l)ecome
or remain a helpless witness to her own
.dishonour.

%'#

I believe that non-violence is infinitely
guperior to violence, forgiveness is more
manly than punishment. Forgiveness$

9



GREAT THOUGHTS OF. MAHATMA (:AiqDHI

adorns a soldier. But abstinence is for-

giveness only when there is the power to
punish ; \
to proceed fr|om a helpless creature.
iﬂ’ﬁ

I am not 4 visicnary. { claim to be a
practical idealist. The religion of non-
v1fylence is not meant merély for the
Rishis ang Saints. It is rﬁeant for the
dommion people ag well.

L
*® *

Non

a8 violence is the law of the brute. The

«8PIrLt lies dormant in the brute and he
knows no law but
hIihf; dignity of man requires obedience to 8

i
gher law—tg the strength of the spirit-

t*t )

mea . its dynamic condition

ns conscxous;suffering. It does not
mean meek submission to the will of the
1

e

N on-violenee i{l

1t is meaningless when‘ it pretends

“Violence is the law of our species.

that of physical might.

. BATYAGRAHA

evil-doer, but it means the putting of one's
whole soul against the will of the tyrant.
l.‘ .

Non-violer® non-co-operation will and
must remain the creed of the nation that
bas grown weary of camouflage, bumbug,.
and honeyed words.

‘ t"

Non-co-operators will make a serious
mistake, if they seek to convert people to-
their creed by violence. They will play
into the hands of the Government, if they
use the slightest soercion towards anybody
in the course of their propaganda.

Non-co-operation is nothing if it does
ot strike at the root. And you strike at
the root when you cease to water this deadly
tree of the British Government by means.
of open.and honorable non-co-operation.

*
* ¥

11



GREAT THOUGHTS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

This campaign of non-co-operation has
no reference to diplomacy, secret or open.
The only diplomacy it admits of is the

statoment and pursuance Ofﬂ)ruth at any
cost.

‘ [
There is bound to be non-co- operat:on.

wherever there ig avil, oppression and in-

Justice, whether anybody wishes it or not.

L
L

have ceasoed to believe in ourselves
E4) th‘:) (iﬁvemment.? rlﬁhe pl‘esent move-
ment is yn attempt to change this winter

of our despair into the summer of hope
and Confidence,

- -Wo

z
* & \
‘abVIthx the people have one mind and
ability of managemunt and recpgnise the‘
necessity of pop. viclence,

if only as a
businesy Proposition, Sw

araj is won.
-
L

12

Y

- SATYAGRAHA

Hitherto the people have been the foot-

~  pallof officials or so-called representatives.
ﬁon-co-operatlgr; ‘enables the people to
become the players in the game.
®
“. "
~ Civil dxsobedmnce ;s not a state of

' lawlessness ami license, but presupposes a: !

la W-&bldmg spmt commned with self-rest-

raint. _
A o
a® =

No cermﬁc ate of merit from the wm'ld

od
will give us success, if we have not earn d :

it by t‘ne sweat of the brow.

R

A’r the present moment, the Governing
quthority has no respect for ue or for out
;’eeﬁngs- We have no faith in it- In these

circumstances co«opemhon is a tnmg. ‘
o . '

It 18 contrary to national dxgmty fﬂt
¢ as a civilian, smd mora

13 A ‘-,7;,;}
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especially as a goldjer under a system of
~Govemmem, which

o ch has brought about
India’s dconomic,

. moral  and Fpolitical
degradatiop, :
%
) & %
There is ng room for foolhardiness in .
this non

~Violent way.
0 80 10 jail or die by a
must moypt the gall
the OPDressive lgwg of

We do not propose
nimmoral act. We
ows while resisting
this Government

e |

be non-violent non-co-
(opera.tors enough in India, of whom it will
be written . « They suffered bullets without

a .
fnger af"d With prayer on theijr lips, even
Or the ignorant Mmurderer ”,

I hope there will

SATYAGRAHA

opinion, they have lostthe voice of God for
the time being.

*
% *

Complete civil disobedience is rebellion
without the element of violence in it.
An out and out civil resister simply

~ ignores the authority of the state, -

- » -l»*lr ;
.\ g A - Ll
Civil resistance is a most powerful ex-
pression of soul-anguish and an eloquent
protest against the continuance of an ovil
state. | B
¥*
* ®
When a Government becomes la,wie;;as in
an organised manner, civil disobediencg
becomes a sacred duty and is the only
remedy open specially to those who had no
hand in the making of the Government or
its laws.
* .
J ® ‘ -
Civil disobedience is the inherent rlsh
' , .
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of a citizen. He docs not give it up
without ceasing to be a man. Civil dis-
obedience is never followed by anarchy.
I!’O
- Every state puts down criminal dis-
obedience by force. Tt perishes if it does
Tlot. But to put down civil disobedience
1s to attempt to imprison conscience.
#*'k
Civil disobedionce can only lead to-
strength and purity. A civil resister never
uses arms and hence, he is harmless to a
sta:te that is at all willing to listen to the
Vo'lcg of public opinion.
. #*ﬁ
Civil disobedience becomes a sacred

duty when the state h
or which

a citizen
shares its

. as hecvome lawless,.
'8 the sume thing corrupt, And
who barters with such a state
¢orruption or lawlessness,

.’Q

16

SATYAGRAHA

Human nature in India has advanced so
far that the doctrine of non-violence is-
more natural for the people at large than
that of violence.

l'i

Non-payment (of taxes) is a privilegeo‘
This is meant not to enrich the resisters,
but by their voluntary poverty to envich
the nation. ‘

'

ﬁisregard of laws relating to revenues of
the regulation of personal conduct for the
convenience of the state, although such -
laws in themselves inflict no hardship and
do not require to be altered, would be

assertive, aggressive or offensive civil dis-

_ obedience-

n*'alt ’
Defensive civil disobedience is involun- .
tary or reluctant non-violent disobedience
of such laws as are in themselves bad and

17



GREAT THOUGHTB OF MAHATMA GANDHI

obedience to which would be inconsistent

Wwith one’s self-respect or human dignity.

*
L

The only virtye I want to claim is trutl
and nonsviolence.

I lay no claim to super-
human powers

» I want none. I wear the

same corruptible flegh-that the weakest of
my fellow beings wears,

and I am therefore
as liable to erp as any.

*
* *
Co-operation with thé Government is as

much g weakness and a sin, as alliance
with suspended violence.

» .
* ok

Rivers of bloog shed by the Government

tannot frighten one ; but I would be deeply

Pained even, if the people did so much as

a
buse the Government for my sake or
In my name,

&*Il
To expect me to
18

Ko

give up the preaching

\ R4
SATYAGRAHA &

of civi] disobedience is to ask me to give

up preaching peace, which wouid be tanta-

moynt to asking me to commit suicida.
ﬁ*ﬂ‘

I wanted to avoid violence, I want to
avoid violence. Non-violence is the first
article of my faith. It is also the last
article of my creed.

ﬁ’*t,

The Government waunt to goad ws into
viplence or abject submission. Wemustdo
neither. We must retort by such civil dis~
obedience as would compel shooting.

. %ta: A b
sﬁéraj depends upon our ability to
Gontrol all the forces of violence on our side,
. “#

"1 beheve in ncﬂwmience as the oniy

remedy open to us. I behe*t in the power

of suffering to melt the stoniest heart.

»
& %

19
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We must by our conduct demonstrate to
every Englishman that he is as safe in the
remotest .corner of India, as he professes
to fee‘l behind the machine gun.

Th "O
e -y . . -
. fcampéwgn of Civil dis-obedience has:
een
, dorced on the non-co-operation party
orde
; .Order to secure the elementary rights of
Iree a iati |
88oclation, free speech and free press.
.
[ I
Co-operator or his associate who:

uses i
f .Coerclcn has no apology whatever
or his criminality.

A non-

If1 "
Il can have nothing to do with th
Banised violence of the Government, 1-

can h
" ave less to do with the unorganised
Violence of the people

P I would prefer to:
be crushed between tho ¢ i |

wo.
»
e
Operation, though a religious and
20

Non-co-

" SATYAGRAHA

strictly moral movement, deliberately aims
at the overthrow of the Government, and
it is therefore legally seditious in terms of
the Indian Penal Code.

#**

The path of a Yatyagrahi is beset with
insurmountable difficulties. But in true
Satyagraha there is neither disappoint-
ment nor defeat. As truth is all powerful,
Satyagraha can never be defeated. /

' ﬂ‘.*

A Satyagrahi never does anything out of

fear from without. He should fear only

God.

»*
& *

A Satyagrahi never desires to reach the
goal by harbouring or increasing ill-will or
hatred against his opponent.

G"

Victory obtained by violence ie tan-

nt to a defeat, for it is; momentarys -

21

tamou



GREAT THOUGHTS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

_Then there is increase of ill-will between

both the parties and cach prepares to give

battle to the other.

i
* *

We do not desire to obtain justice by
harbouring ill-will against the Government

but by good-will. Hatred ever kills, Love
never dies.

*®
%

«What is obtained by &ove is retained for
all time, What is obtained by hatred

proves a Lurden in reality ; for it increases

*

\ba\tred. :
% &

@atyagraha, to me, is not a mere
thibboleth. 1t is the 1ule of life. Hvery-

thing appears to me to be lifeless wﬂhout
truth

N
® B
Satyagraha—-the law of love is the law

of life- Departure from it leads to disinte
e 22 i

SATYAGRAHA

gration. A firm adherence to it leads -to

regeneration.
ﬁ**

If India adopted the doctrine “of love as
an active part of her religion and
introduced it in her politics, Swaraj would
descend upon India from heaven.

| **!l

At least in the majority of cases, if not
indeed in all, the force of love and pity is
infinitely greater than the force of arms.
There is harm in the exercise of brute-
force, never in that of pity- The force of
arms is powerless when matchedv against
the force of love or the soul.

‘*t

The force of loveis the same as the force
of the soul or truth. We have evidence of its
king at every step. The universe would

wor

dlsappear Wlthout the existence of thatforce-
ll’.
23
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Pussi )
- :isqll:e resistance is a method of secur-
ghts by personal suffering ; it is the

rever i
se of resistance by arms. When I

rafuse t i
0 do a thirg that is repugnant to

my consci
¥ conscience, I use soul-force,

*
® &

IfId
Cenalt Ofn()‘t obey the law and accept the
LY Tor 1ts breach, I use Soul-force. It

i 5 .
nvolves sacrifice of self. —
ﬁ'.
It is
chey v:()ntra,ry to our manhood, if we
S repugnant to our conscience

Such ing i
teaching is opposed to reli
means slavery,

t

gion and

*
® %

Whe
N 0 we do not like certain laws
o ‘eak the heads of law- !
§ e}ll‘ and do noet submit to
e should obey Jaws whet
et

is '
“isa ne,w-fangled notion

we do
givers, but we
the laws. That
her good or bad

»
LR

24

only a weapon of th

~others to

W%
SATYAGRAHA

ve resistance, that is, goul-force is

Passi
It is superior to the force of

matchless.

arms. How; then, can it be considered

e weak.

*
x *

Wherein is courag® required—in blowing
pieces from behind a cannon or

wigh a smiling face to approach a cannon
and to be blown 10 pieces P Believe

me that a man devoid of courage and

manhood can never be a passive resister.

*
® *
Passive resistance s an all-sided sword ;
:t can be used anyhow; it blesses him who

uses it and him against whom it is used.

Without drawing 2 drop of blood, it pro-
duces far-reaching results. [t never rusts

and cannot be stolen.
**l ] ,
Real home-rule is possible only where
ance is the guiding force _of

29

pagsive resist
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the people. An

. : }' Ot}lel‘ rul 3] i 1ery
. e is foreig'.
N : . . ‘w*

Tt
,; 1fose who want to become passive resis-
:rq
b or the service of the country have to
Q
erve perfect chastity, adopt poverty,

f
ollow truth and cultivate fearlessness.

*
»

Passi i .
Ve resistance cannot proceed a

step without fearlessness.

. Those a]ong

n o
Uow the path of passive resistance

WhO aroe
re free from fear whether as to their

O88eRs]
?hqseasxons. false honour, their relstives.
| e G-ov‘ernment, bodily injuries, death.

. ®

Ift .
the S:el world believes in the existence of
o :ls, blt must be recognised that soul-
| etter than body-force : it is the

sacred prin
ciple of ]
ove
mountainsg. which moves

..ﬁ
. 26

SATYAGRAHA

. Ahimsa requires deliberate self-suﬁ'ermg,
uot a deliberate injuring of the supposed
wrong»doer In its positive form, Ahimsa
meanq the largest love, the greatest charity-

- *
#* ¥

The first and last principle of passive
resistance is that we should not inflict
Jardships on others, but put up thh them.
ourselves in order to get Jushce

E 3 *

Just as fire by its touch removes all dirt
from things so Satyagraba will remove all
miseries and pains. It is & “ panacea of
all evils.”

3‘ *

A passive resister never wants to embar-
rass B government or any body else...venan
He, therefore, shuns boycott, but takes the~
. &wadeshl vow as a part of his religion agd
never’ wavers in practising it. Fearing
God alone, he is afraid of no other power.

27
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_— .
Fear of kings can never make him forsake?i

the pqth of iruth.

»*
* %

‘ A Satyagrahi fights even unto death. It
18 thus not an easy thing for everybody fo
‘enter upon Satyagraha. |
- ***

In Satyagraha we expect to win over our
Opponents by self-suffering, i.e., by love. -
i*#

The process whereby we hope to reach
our goal is by so couducting ou;selves as
gradually and in an unperceived manner to
di\sarm all opposition. |

’*‘

We may no longer believe in the doctrine
;f :ﬂ; for jcat; we may not meet hatred by
bitl‘ei; vli:lfnce by violence, evil by evil;

’ ave to make a continuous and
versistent effort to return good for evil.
.‘#

28

SATYAGRAHA

The country will recognise in Satyagraha
. powerful and religious weapon for secur-
ng reforms and redress of legitimate
rrievances.

.*l i

A Satyagrahi may not resort to surrepti-
tious practices. All that the Satyagrahis
do can and must only be done openly-

**#

I would rather see India freed by
violence than see her chained to slavery
by the violence of her oppressors. This is
to suppose the impossible, for violence can
never free India, and Swaraj can never bex
attained without the forces of thesoul which
form the proper weapon of India, the wea-
pon of love, the force of truth, Satyagraha..

: .

I know that non-violence is infinitely
superior to violence, that to pardon is:
manlier than to punish. To refrain from

29
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punishing is pardon ouly when tbere
exists the power to punish.

i‘*.
| Non-violence is not a benevolent sub?
mission to the evil-doer. Non-violence

resists with al] the force of the soul
the will of the tyrant.

*

% *
None can hope to rise without fulfilling
_this eternal law of purification through
suffering, Progress is to be measured by

the amount of suffering undergone by
the sufferer.

-3

Effective

) »
*
® &
non-co-operation  depends
UPon complete organisation, Disorderliness
c
omes from anger. There should be 8D
entire  abgenve of

mean
e 8 in overy case retrogression and
useless waste of j innocent lives.

»
® &
an /

violence, Violence

| 'SATYAGRAHA

lndia can now display only moral

bravery. Non-co-operation is self-sacrifice-

1 wish to conquer you (Englishmen) by
my sufferings.
O*#

The follower of Truth and Ahimsa will
conquer the tyrant’s will but he will
guffer punishment even unto death for
disobeying his will until the tyrant him-
self is conguered. . '
iiﬂ

Our fight has for its object friendship
with the whdle world. Non-violence has

come amongst men and it will stay. It

is the harbinger of the peace of the
World.

*
*

31



4

POLITICS

Stern action is required on our part if
Wwe are {0 make any headway with our-:

selves and make any impression upon

the officials that they are not to consider

themselves as masters of the people but
as their trustees and servants who can-
not hold office if they misbehave them-

selves and prove unworthy of the trust:
reposed in them.

»
[

Englishmen will never see the truth so*

long as they permit their vision to be

blinded by arrogant assumption of superi~

ority or ignorant assumption of infallibi~
lity.

L
* @

RN

POLITICS

A Government is an instrument of ser-
vice only in so far as it is based upon the
will and consent of the people. It is ‘an
instrument of oppression when it enforces
submission at the point of the bayonet.

: s*c
A Government that is loyal "to the

governed commands their loyalty as a
matter of course. When our Government
ceases to be loy—al i.e., it becomes system-
atically unjust or opprassive, we should
unhesitatingly declare our disloyalty. ‘

.'l

It is enough for me to s€© the hght andtsc

act up to it, and it is more than enouoh

when 1 gain companions in the onward
march.
%*
& #*
I have not only no enmity against
Englishmen, but I regard much in English
character as worthy of my emulathn. I

33 »
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count many of them as my friends. 1t is
against my religion to regard any one a8
my enemy.

'.*

.MY sl?eeches are intended to create
::;a:;::l;n ‘such that the people might
with o (;a shame to assist or co-operate

overnment that Bas forfeited

all
I title ¢ confidence, respect or sup-
port,

‘ -
*
I have discovered that the present

~., Tepresentatives of the Empire have become

dishonest and unscrupulous. They have
N0 resl regard for the wishes of the people

of :
India and they count Indian honor a8

of little consequence.
' &

, o
I fully exrmng < » et
in m“:ml:t? *pee§ ¥ will be found that even
Govemmészi?ﬂaction towards an unjust
- ‘ = ¥

POLITICS
to the Empire than I am already credited
with. ;
**#

The Government, great and mighty
though it is, will have to bend before this
irresistible force. No Government can
possibly withstand the bloodless opposi-
tion of a whole nation.

*
#* *
Even the most despotic Govern
stand except for the consent of the governed
which consent is often forcibly procured by

+he despot. vamediately the subject ceases
rce. his power is gone.

ment cannot

4o fear despotic force,
. . ***

I detest autocracy. Valuing my freedom
and independence I equally cherish them
for others. 1 have no desire to carry a
single soul with ms, if I can not appesl
to his or her reason. g

#**
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Those who claim to lead the masses-
must résolutely refuse to be led by
them if we want to avoid mob law and
desire ordered progress for the country.
In matters of vital importance, leaders.
must act contrary to the mass of opinion
if it does not commend itself to their
reason.

*.ﬁ

It is easier to oust a Governivent that
has rendered itself unfit to govern than it.
is to cure unknown people in a mob of
their madness.

#‘#

Every citizen silently but none the less
certainly sustains the Government of the
day in ways of which he has no knowledge-
Every citizen therefore renders himself
responsible for every act of his Govern-
ment. .

® &

36
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The sole ]ustlﬁcatmn for the existence
of the State is the assumption that it
-Pl'ongotes the well:bemg of its people'. This
alone constitutes its claim to the allegiance
of its subjects. '

lt’t

The state has everywhere grown to be a
most formidablé engine of tyranny and
repression, of organised violence and plun-
der, by which a few persons govern. and
-exploit the many- - .

.v’ *
"'Democracy‘ whiiéh at one time, it was
hop;}d would serve as a panacea for all

~ social evils, has proved to be far worse
-ﬁ:‘than' the . Iaw"less, foudal regxme of the

dedle Ages

»
® »

A state does not exist by virtue of sheer.
prute force but by gaining the moral sup- .
port of the good people in it. Kvil in itself

’ 37 :
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18 sterile. Tt ig self-destructive ; it exists
and flourig

A hes through the implication of
good that is in jt,

»
LN )

. ‘The only way in which people can escape
rom the clutches of a corrupt state is to

-cease 1o participate, directly or indirectly,

in its evil,

»
* %

It may be that, in the ytransition‘ Btata,- -
AL ‘may make mistakes; there may be -
avoidable suffering. - These things are

preferable to national emasculation. -

*»
L

| It is my firm opinion that Europe to-

42y represent

, ts not the spirit of qod ‘ar_‘
t the spirit of Satan. " And
o8 are the greatest when he

' ();hrigtianity, bu
Sa‘tan‘\s: Succesy
'at{)?gars" with tb/q,_ngnié of God on his lips.
5L AT e

/]  eoopers,

.\

L would” eo.gp v
//// 38

g

prate 3 t;housand. times

i

o
POLITICS -

with this Government to wean it from its

career of crime, but I will not for a single

moment co-operate with it to continue that

career.
. .
) % %

Better for me a beggar's bowl than the
richest possession from hands staineéd with
the blood of the innocents.

t*‘ . . \

Ungder an unjust Government, 1mprl§on;
ment of innocent men must be rega.rde.
as their ordinary lot even as dlzsse.ase ‘1s.
the ordinary state of persons living in
insanitary conditions. '

t

*
» &

o In this age of brute force, it is almost

jmpossible for any one to believe that

any one olse could possibly reject the
law of the final supremacy of brute force:

O'O | : B

I want India to recognise that she h&’f

39
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soul that cannot perish and that can rise
triumphant above every physical weakness

and defy the physical combination of &
whole worlg.

»{‘
. ;
L

Y am wedded 1o India, because I owe my

all tg }‘xer. 1 believe absolutely that she

h'f"s a mission for the world. She is not to
copy Kurope blindly. |

L 3
s . @ *

India’s nccoptance of the doctrine of the
Sword will be the hour of my trial. T hope

T shall not be found wanting,

*‘Q )
India doey not want bolshevism. The

, PeOPlo are tog peucelul to stand anarchy-

They will bow the knee

to any one who
restores 8o-called order.

Swaraj is freedom for every one, ’eveil

the smallest among us, to do as he likes

C 40

P
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‘without any physical interference with his
diberty,
| .**

The hardest fibre must meltin the fire of
Jove. Icannot be dislodged from that posi-
tion because I know that when the British
or any other nation does nat respond, the
fire is not strong enough, if it is there at all.

4 e .

Restraint is the law of our being. For
highest perfection is unattainable without
highest restraint. Suffering is thus the
badge of the human tribe.

. | . I*‘ '

Satisfaction is in the effort, not in the

attainment:  Full effort is full victory.

I
P

If we wish to evolve the spirit of demo-

~ ¢racy out of slavery,we must be scrupulous-

ly.exact in our dealings With our opponants.

*
» 8

ne
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An expectant and believing people
growing under misery and insult believe
that I have a message of hope for them.
I do believe that I have a message of hope
and certain deliverance. But there is no-

iverance and no hope without sacrifice,
discipline and self control.

.'.

Most institutions, and a British Legisla-
tive Council most of all, thrive upon
obstruction. The disciplined o_bstruction
of the Irish members made practically no-

impression upon the House of Commons.

Q'O

A minister who refuses to serve is bettel'
than one who serves under protest:

Service under protest shows that the sita= .

a‘tion is not intolerable.

. [
Manners and methods change with tho
tu’nes. We must grow with our yearsu
42

e POLI’L‘ICS
What was good enough food for our baby-
hood cannot be geod enough for manhood
*.c .
What I am attacking, is the system-f ~
I have no quarrel with the Englishman as:
such. T honor individuals among them to-
day as T did before my discovery of the un--
unprovableneswf the emsung system.
| <~ e
thxgatxon has come to be. regarded and:
ughtly 50, 8 sort of gdmblmga However |
just ytmr cause and however true your:

ase, you cannot be sure of ’wmnmg it.

L e

But tha ‘worsh. fenture of the SVStem
of the administration of justice now pre-
valent is the ‘wholesale demoralisation of
the people- . | ”

t * ‘

We must be ever courteous and patlaﬂt'

with those who do not see eye to ey%;__ .

y i)
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with us. We must resolutely refuse to-

consider our opponents as enemies of the
-country,

*
. »

't
Courage, Fndurance, Fearlessness and,

abov? all Self-sacrifice are the qualities
required of our leaders.

) “'

L believe that, in the midst of all the
b]oods‘hed, chicane and fraud being resort-
ed to on a cologsal scale in the West, the

whole of humanity is silently but surely

making progress towards a better age.

L J
L

India by finding true independence and
se?f-expression through an imperishable
I%mdeuslim unity and through non-
violent meams, i.e. unadulterated self-
sacrifice, can point a way out of the
prevailing darkness,

POLITICS ‘V%

What I plead for is not a bloody revolu- '
tign, ‘but &’ revolutlon in the thought
world such as would compel a radwal
revision of the standard of life in the .
higher éerivices of the country.

| .'c ,

. It 1s the permanent element in hnman 3

nature whxch counts no cost too graat

| in order to find full expression and whmh :

leaves the. goul utterly restless until it has
found 1tseif known its maker and appre- B
ciated tha srue .correspondence betweem

the maker and. itself.
IR a"".-

By allymg myself with the weak party,
by teachmg him direct, firm, but harmless
ake him feel strong and capable .,

actlon, Im
of defying the physwal might. . il
‘o. RER O
\See whg,t thxs Empire means to India i .
' e o
45
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exploitation of India's resonrces for the
benefit of Graat Britain ; anover increasing
military expenditnre, und a civil service
the most expensive in the world ; disarma-
ment and consequent emasculation of &
whole nation lest an armed unation might
imperil the life of a handful of you
(Englishmen) in our midst; traffic in
intoxicating liquors and drugs for the pur-
pose of sustaining a top-heavy adminis-
tration; progressively repressive legislation
in order to Suppress an ever growing agita-
tion seeking to give expression toa nation’s
agony and degrading treatment of Indians
residing in the dominions.
*

Bravery an the b:t:leﬁeld is impossible
for us. Braver £ th o .
open to ug, Ikny of the soul still remal

OW you will respond to that
also. Iam engaged in _ V
- evoking that bravery.
*
L

46
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British rule, to-day, lies under a shadow.
It is tainted with the blood of the innocent
Victims of Jallianwala, and with treachery

towards Islam.
#.&

Councils are no factories for making
‘stout hearts. And freedom is miasma
. ‘without stout hearts to defend it.

.'. o

My whole soul has risen against the
existing system of Government, becaugé

I believe that there is no veal freedom for
India under the British conpection, if
Englishmen eannot give up the fetish of

their pre-destined superiority.
* % ) .

I am certainly hoping that before }ong‘ltt
would be possible for India to co-ovel.‘f?fn o
with England on’equal terms. ’

The system that the Viceroy and |

\/47'
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colleagues, whether Indian or English,
adminjster, possesses all the attributes
of Satan—deceitfulness, hypocrisy, un-
scrupulousness, and unmitigated tyranny
on ovcasions and its justification temper=
ed by half-hearted confessions.
. .
%® @
For me patriotism is the same as huma-
nity. I am patriotic becausc I am human
and humane. 1t is not exclusive. I wilk

not hurt England or Germany to serve
India.

»
" *
Imperialism has noplace in my scheme of
life. The law of a patriot is not different
from that of the patriarch. .And a patriot

is 80 much the less a patriot if he is 3
lukewarm humanitarian. »

]
. & »
We have so fed ourselves with the

history of other .nations, that we find it
: 48

POLITICS

impossible to believe that we can attain

our ends without a repetition of a Thirty
Years’ or a Hundred Years’ War and there-
fore without military training and huge
armaments. '

-»
* %

1 have a horror of the word ‘ expediency *
because of its bdd odour. As a rule ex- .
pediency is often opposed to morality and
does not exclude the use of violence.

l.*

A reformer who is enraged because his
message is not accepted must retire to the
forest to learn how to wiktch, wait and pray.

) '..
1 doubt if the steel age is an advance
upon the flint age. I am indifferent. Tt
is the evolution of the soul to which the

intellect and all our faculties have to be
devoted.
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Indian nationalism is not exclusive, nor
aggressive, nor destructive. It is health-
giving, veligious and therefore humani-
tarian.

\ »
) * & .

Bravery is not a quality of the body,
1t is of the soul. I have seen cowards

encased in tough muscles, and rare courage |

in the frailest body.

*
%®

We are not at war with indivbtdual
Englishmen. We seek not to doktroy
]Lnghsh life, We do desire to destroy the
system that hus emmasculated our country
in bedy, mind and soul.

*.‘

Fort Wllham and the palaces of Cal-
cutta répresent an :insolent exploitation
of the unmurmuring and highly cultured
peasantry of this fair province (Bengal).

»
* &

30

:_:7\
POLITICS

We are at war with nothing that is good
in the world, In protecting Islam in the
manner we are, we are protecting all

religion. n protecting the honor of India,

W8 are protecting the honor of humanity,
*.*

We desive to live on terms of friend-
ship with Englishmen but that friend-
ship must be the frlendshlp of equals both
in theory and in practice. |
. i“

This Government has deliberately
emasculated us, kept us under the
perpetual fear of our neighbours and the
whole world and drained India of her
splendid resources, so that she hag lost

faith in herself either for defence or for
dealmg w1th ,t_‘ 3

1w e,

.i')r ofer tota.l Hestructxon of

2% O
%‘*& moﬁ? 7 NI
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myself and my all to purchasing safety ‘at
the cost of my manhood.
' t*l
They (Englishmen) are. far-seeing enough
to respond to justice when it is allied with

force,whetherit is brute-force, or soul-force,
they do not mmd '

*
* &

To use violence for securing rights may

seem an easy path,” but it proves to be

thorny in the long run.: Those who live bj ‘

the swor.d die also by the sword.

Q‘

None could officiate at the altar of

Swaraj, who did not approach it with' a
pure hand and a pure heart.

. Q'Q ‘

Even liberty must not be forced upon us.

- The democratio spirit demandsthat a most.
autocratic mlmster must yield. to a people 8

will, or resign oﬂ’-jce‘

POLITICS

The doctrine of labouring with.out attach-
ment means as much a relentless pursuit
of Truth as a retracing after a discovery
of error and a renunciation of 'leadership

. without a pang after discovery of un-

worthiness..
ﬁ*.
We must adopt a néw method for combat-
ing the evils of sensational and untmthful

journalismand public life.

»
R - %
If we are united in purpose, the Goveru-
ment must obey our will or retire. Itis
the dlstur’bmg factors of wl;ich the Govern-

-ment avails xtse\f for the consolidation of

jts power. WhQn we are violent, it resorts
‘to terrorism ; : when ‘we are disunited, it re-
gorts to bribery ; when .we are united, it
tesorts to cajolery and conciliation.

»
® B . '
_ The Brmsh people will have to beware

53.
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that if they do 1ot want to do justice, it

will be the bounden duty of every Indian to,

destroy the Empire. '
Q.* .

If the rights of minorities are to be res-
bected, the majority must tolerate and
respect their opinion and action.

L ﬁ‘ﬂl
. There is room enough in'.our -great

country for as many parties as there are
honest men.

.
, * %

Neither railways nor hospitals are @
test of a high and pure civilisation. At
‘best they are a necessaty evil. '

\_ dk*ﬂ‘
8pirit of - democracy cannot be
- established in g year in the midst of

terrorism, whether (overnmental: OF
popular, " o '

>

The

Sl .
- . ‘ o

s

POLITICS

Brute force is the only test the Wegt

has hitherto recogrised.
"l‘

Terrorism and deception are weapons
not of the strong but of the weak. The
British are weak in numbers, we are weak
in spite of our numbirs.

® &

Swaréj will not be a free gift of the
British Parliament. It Wiﬂ be a declara-
tion of India’s full gelf-expression.

“'. .

Swaraj can never be @ free gift by one
nation to another. It is a treasure to be
purchased with a nation's best blood.

.

B
| It is demoralising both for the Govgrn»
ment and the governed that a h'undredf
thousand pilgrims\should dictate terms to a

nation composed of three hundred millions.

*
%* ®
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A Government 4hat ;¢ is evil has no room -

for good mep and women except m its
prisons, .

*
*

"In Indiz everythmg is armed ,~—peace,
Only the people are

loyalty and Opinion,
disarmeqd,

Cate "o
, Wa must elalm even though Jt“be on the
L 8all

Opmmn Wd choose, *

v

e Cole
Iam convmced that, it is «noh&rgument

bai ‘suffering of the innocent that appeals

¥

both to the persecutor and ‘the persecuted. :

e natwn wxll shed her slothful indiffer-

. by the szght of. such suffarmg

Ib is tdm hahxt
, sﬁldmr that matt

0w, 0 hold ang- open}y to express any‘

M‘d *‘hﬁ so'vernors their callousness’

‘1&1 trammg given to the
91'3* He i8 gonverted into -

s -

PoviTics . .,
3 vicious animal to be let Iooxe,on harm‘
less people on glven occasmns. T |
. . ;
& a!' w

My pufpcse as a raformer isato convgrt i”
people to the view I hold to be’ mght an:d
cmld cam i

therefore to see every bodgf who w N \

—~

to listen to me.
L 4 l' . . :
Submxssmn to the state 1aw m the p“ce_.zf' ,_

‘a citizen .pays for his pemmal hberty.;?_j
Submmsmn, therefore, toa staﬁa wholly or -

4 W“‘at ig an immoral b:inter for.

-

When 3 body of men dmown the State

'under which: they have hitherto Jived,

‘they nearly esta.bhsh their own quern- |

ment .
. * %
“There is cgrtamly no sanction pruvgdgd ,

| 'mxmt the Grbvernment in law when m.‘



GREAT THOUGHTS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

prostitutes the law itself to ifs own base.

ends.

*
* &

I may be arrested, thousands who take

Part in the peaceful revolt may also be
arrested, imprisoned, even tortured. The
rest of India must not lose its head.
5*
L L
It is the sacrifice of the innocents we

want to make. That alone will appear

Pleasing to Goq, \
.‘:*
We must speak the truth under &
shower of bullets. We must band together
-in the face of bayonets, "
#'sll
e is too great for purchasing’
S fundamental rights and on these

there ca
1 be no compromise, no parleying,
no conference.

" No cost

» ]

58
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We must be content to die, if we can-
not live as free men and women.

~ . ll**

India can never attain freedom by going

' along the route the Government will take-
her. '
ﬁ**

The rule of the majority, when it becomes
coercive, is as intolerable as that of a.
bureaucratic minority-

4t .
If we are to usher in peaceful Swaraj—
‘and Bwaraj attained by peaceful means:
must‘w’beupéajc'eful Swaraj—we must be as.
ready for construction as we seem to be-
for destruction.
. "*

It is better to be charged with cowardice »
and weakness than to be guilty of denial .
of bur oath and sin against God.

!
% »

59
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\ Consistency is a desirable quality but it

becomes a hobgoblin when it réfuses to
see facts,

. "
* %

Jails are no gateway for liberty for
the confirmed criminal. They are temples
of liberty only for those who are innocence
personiﬁed.

ﬁ'-**

Liberty is a jilt most difficult to woo

and pleasd We have shqwn the power of

:auffering. But we have not sufmred enough.

»

! 2
In other countries Governments have
been overthrown by sheer brute force,
but I have often shown that India can-
ndt attam Swaraj by that force o

¥

*
L

To preach disaffection tdwa.rd the exishe
‘ing system of Government has become‘

almost a passion with me.

t.t

60

is slow and, steady evolution. Death is

ok
 POLITICS

In ninefy-xﬁne cases out of hundred

Justice has been denied to Indians as
against Europeans in the Courts of India,
"‘

I hold i to be a virtue to be dlsaffected ,:
towardg a Government which in 11;3 totahty o
has done more harm to Indis than any
Previous system. ‘

e ' L

India is less manly under the Bmmh
fule than she ever was before. Holdmg
such a belief I consider it to be a smg{

to have affection for the system. |
R
Natlons have pws‘l"l?ﬂ""d both by evolu-
tion and revolutxon. The. one 18 as necessary -
as the other. Daath which isan eternalu
verity, is revolution, as birth and afterfliiarrfi
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The cell door is the door to freedom.
I feel no pity for those whé are suffering
hardships in the jails of the Government.
Tonocence under an evil. Government

. must ever rejoice on the scaffold.

»
® &

Kon-co-operation sditors will not refrain

from expressing their thoughts for fear

of the Press Act,
-
s ®
An editor with an original ides or an
sffective prescription for India’s ills can
easiiy write them ont{. A hundred hands

Can copy them, Many more can read them
out to thousands of listeners.

Q L]
No power on earth can stop the

onward march of a peaceful, determined
and Grodly P%ple.

g
» i

o .
If; exhxbxtxon of real strongth is the best
: 62 /

SIS

~ We want o campé} it gul

- the peogla tb,e Govern:‘manﬁ . i

27
| POIlITIGS

propaganda, we must believe that every

imprisonment strengthens the people and
thus?brmgs Swaras nearer.

*
5' *s - .

NB bxg or swxft movemnt can be carried

on Wxthout bold risks,’ and life will not
be worth hvmi lf\m is not atténded with
large risks. , ' b

g c‘# e

We é)\ ant to drive out the beast

account to emasﬁu},a him.

. " .u
We wani; to. overtbmw the Govemment.
Lubmxssmn‘to the

people’s 3 We damr' to ‘show that the
Governmen X existh t@ﬁeﬁﬁﬁ the p%ple, not

i - ¢ i
Ideala seem t@ recede fmm us aS wer

| appmag,h g,}mm Manhness hes in accele~

4 s

[

m man, bu§ we d ‘not want. on that
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rating our motion towards them all the

~ more,

*

L
I do not believe that religion has
nothing to do witp politics. The latter

divorced from religion is like a corpéé only
fit to be buried. v

*
% ® :
Authority in order to save itself ‘wants.
{0 crush freedom of opinion and freedom
of association—the two lungs that are
abbolutely hecessary for a'man to breathe-
the oxygen of liberty. |

%
%® *

Tam a man of peace. I believe in peace. -

But I do not want peace at any price.

.I, ilo not want the peace that you find
11 a stone,

find in the grave ;

peace which yoyu find embedded in the

buman breast, whicp g exposed to {he

64

I do not want the peace that you .
but I do want that

POLITICS |

arrows of a whole world, but which

is protected from all harm by the power

of the Almighty God.. ) ‘
e o* ‘

Present day politics are basefi on certain
ideas and principles which are not neces-
sariiy connected with ideas and principles
of ﬁght-aoing gf righteous conduct.

B - .

Government is conducted more or less
like 2 game of chess. Success sanctifies its
politics ; failure spells its condemnation.

So long as the desire of the people is to

“prevent the committal or perpetuation of

Governmental ’W‘rong—dmng, there could be
no hate. ‘.
( e
A politically helpless people wor
necessarily nurse in their breasts t!
hatred against the wrong-doer.
» .
' [ I 2
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moral because it

»
*® &

For human beings who want to live.}
a fine mora| life, a law must above all
things be 4 just law. Modern politic®.
makes a fetish of law merely because it 8-

law,

*
® »

In the west politics are daily getting
degradeq because the custodians of religion
and morality among western people, the
church apg the clergy, are kept in their

places muzzled

, _ for fear of trenching upon.
the domaiy, of |

he law.
»
* %
an end in itself. SQ.
wn that a law is unjust
8 not or cannot abrogate

Law cannot phe
when it ¢gy be she
the slate, if 3 doe

-
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he Government is unmoral or non-._,.
is a system, and a system
has no soy] and may be directed equally”
to the perpetuation of a wrong or a right.

POLITICS - 34

it forthwith, must 3ee to it that no court
of law should pronounce a man guilty

for viclating such a law.

*
& &

Order exists for the protection of higher
life—the moral life of human beings, for it

is clear that not life but only death is

oy

))))))

orderly.
| 0'!= ) .

When Law and Order are instrumental
in promoting a peéce which. is the peace
of déath, of a steady deterioration of the
forces of life, of a helpless subjection to
the forces of wrong-doing, or a helpless
drifting along, then no code of politics
should stand in the way of all possible
moral and peaceful efforts on the part

of a people to shake off the spirit of

enslavement that may have overtaken it.
c.. ‘ '

Politics in India must not follow in open

& 67 X
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blinduess of spirit (he path which has

been tuken by it in the West, the path _‘

of soulless materialism,

]
L
Rebellion in g just cause is a duty, the
extent of opposition bveing determined

by the messure of the injustice done
and felt,

»
% »

No empire intoxicated with the rad wine
of power und plunder of weaker races has

yet lived long in this world, and thus

the British Empire which is based upon
organised exploitation of physically weaker
races of the earth and upon a continuous
exhibition of brute force, cannot live if
there is a just God ruling the universe.
L ]
P * »

urity is the only weapon of the weak in

body. The strong

nae

in body in their
ihsolence often mobilise their * hard ﬁbre >

W®

POLITIC8
and seek to usurp the very function of
the Almighty.

i“

It is my firm belief that we shall obtain
salvation only through suffering and not
by reforms dropping on us from England,
no matter how unstmtmgly they might be -
granted. TR a,

0 L 2
It would be a thOusand tlmes *batter

for us to be ruled by a ‘military dictator
than to have the dictatorship concealed
under sham councils and assemblies,

&

» 0
The mob frenzy can be controlled ; the

| police frenzy spells disaster for an unpre-

pared people. We have groaned under it
all these long years. Thank God, India is
to-day prepared to meet the ordered ,
frenzy of the government.

»
* &
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There is no such thirg as slow freedom
Freedom is like o birth. Till we ar

tully free, we are slaves. All birth take’
place in g moment.

»
* &

If a man will only realise that it is
unmanly to obey laws that are unjuéta
Nno man’s tyranny will enslave him. This
i8 the koy to gelf-rule or home-rule.

e

It is a superstition and an ungodly thing
to believe that an act of a majority binds &
winority...... All reforms owe their origin
to the initiation cf minorities in opposi-

-tion to majorities.

70
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The test of friendship is assistance in
adversity, andu Mmoo, unconditional
assistance. Co-operatioh that needs con-
sideration iz a commercial contract and
not friendship.

. :Il'ﬂ'

My goal is friendship with the world
and I can combine the greatest love with
the great opposition to wrong.

*
Pt .
Brute force mu-st/l:; ruled out of account

in all deliberations. Reference must be -

had always to reason and never to the -
sword,
*
& ®

(2
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Evil can nover be gver omo with evil, it
A
ceases only through good.

*

[ Y J
Satan mostly employs comparatively
moral instruments and the language of

ethics to give his aimns an'nir of respect-
ability.

I

~

* »

Our civilization, our culture, our Swaraj
«depond not upon multiplying our wants—
self-indulgence, but upon restricting our
wants—self - denial.

..#

I hold that a life of perfect continence
in thought, speech and action is necessary
fqr réaching spiritual perfection.

..‘

Ours has-become an age of hypocrisy and
insincerity. Men, to whatever religion
they may belong, care only for the external

) 72 )
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aspects of religio} and give the go-by to
all its fundamental principles.
f.'t
Some people rightly fear that, if religion
were " to lose itd hold on men's wmindh,
the whole wofld would go to rack and
ruin; and they are making strenuous
efforts to make “Iﬂl*f.?.-&v,ead the path of
morality. |
o ‘
A detailed examination of the funda-
mental principles of all religions bas
shown that, they are all alike based on

the same eternal laws of morality.

*»
* "

Ethical religion  is made up of the

principles of morality that are binding
.on all men and women of the world.

. v
LB
1t is the duty of every human being "tq
look carefully within, and see himself
- 73
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 ble law of Nature.
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as he is, and spare unadlpains to improve
himself in body, mind a 1d soul.
. »
& *® N :
. We should all be able to find onr happi-
ne% in righteousness cmdwommty , in §pite

of the pains and losses ivhich we may
have to suffer in thig worl'.

.

c""
* &

A life of goodness is enjoined upon us, -

not because it will bring good to us,
but became it is the oternal and immuta-

Good works are indeed more than food
an‘d rmment tous. We should feel more
{ateful toone who gives us an opporﬂumty
9

doing a good . deed than to him who
féeds us in our hunger. o ’

.
Morahty does not consist in cleankiness,

-or knowledge, or yxndugtry. All these,
' 74
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of caurse, are part of morality, but

by themselves they are not sufficient to
wake a man mor
. ..0
True moraliyff consists not in following
the beaten t ck, but in finding out the
true path for iwselves and in fearlessly
fonowing it. True px?ess, is 1mposs1b10(
Wi thout such a strenudlis pursuit of truth.
oo
The power to do good does not come
Y0 us from without. It exists always
within us, and we have only to develop-
1t by proper meaps,

»
® &

The highest moral law is that we should:
unremittingly work for the good of i ankmd«;
I&'t
No man can be called virtuous Wh" i’ ¥
not fearless in the formatmn, as Wﬂn as’ .
the expression, of hig opmlonﬂa "'“d whoij
75 b




GREAT THOUGHTS oF MpAHATMA GANDHI

does not unfline

hingly offpy the dictates of

his conscience,
®
L I A
That man alone iaha true devote
of God who never dreams)
his devotion. Hente, the
to his friends, but false 44 his enemies,
must be regarded ag a coward.

the rewaid of

Von wholis true

L

Love would 1umn ’to. poison unless it is

8trictly limited by moral considerations.
.'.

You may afford to incur the wrath of
the state by violating its laws; but you
can never afford to incur the wrath of
God by violating the moral law. Indeed,
disobedience to the law of the state

becomes 5 D&i‘emptmy duty when it comes

in conflict With the law of God.
N ' .'C
) na.'uon ahd no individuol can ever
(]

1
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violate 1;hebmomll law with impunity.ees.
Unrighteousness “aay triumph for a while,
but terrikle dest;q,lction awaits it sooner
or 1&&31’. ‘

Vv ®
& *

The blesqnws of Peace, and Freedom,
and Happmes% ‘~annot fail to be bestowed
‘on the nation that I‘Dj)w«x the law of

Righteousness. L0

A time, however, will come to every

man to make his choice between Truth

and Falsehood, and then he may resolve .

deliberately ‘{0 renounce evil and cleave to

the good, irrespective of consequenpgf -
lis

Then alone gan he be said to have rea d
the meaning of morality. | )
- *
*® »

True religion is, in fact, identical‘witk
morality. There is no religion highe:r

"than Truth and Righteousness.

L
L

ki
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True nobility consists in doing the 1;,ight
voluntarily and deliberagsly.

)l
»
* &
Man is bound to be %nided in a)} his
-actions by moral considerskions.

»
* @

His greatnesg is based neither on
-accumulated tred\,‘.fjres nor on destructive
Armaments, but solely on righteousness
and veracity,

The welf:re of humanity is bound up
With the pursuit of morality. All the
BIS..“vuioral virtues, like love, charity,
gratitude ang patriotism, have for their
ultimate end the good of mankind.

."

Man is worge than the brute, so long
@8 he is selfish anq ingifferent to the
bappiness of others,.,,

8

Man becomes great

w-)
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ex ‘jptly in the degree in which he wp*s

for\e{le welfare of his fellowmen.

-
\ « &

A republic thut is not based on moral

foundations, aad that is not composed

of unselfish men and women would be

. Worse than a autocracy.

»
L I
‘The moral law reqx‘x\i;es that the’strong
men of a community or nation should
regard it as their paramount duty to
protect the weak and the oppressed.
, R ;
If all men realised the !{'gbligation of
48fvice, they would regara 4. ~_.gi;-
to amass wealth; and then, there would
be no inequalities of wealth and conge-
quently no famine or starvation.
O’Q )
That man alone can be called truly
religious or moral whose mind is not
79 ‘
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. ) tand

tainted with hatred or selfishness, ;!md

who leads a life of absolute purity, an

Rl _ R

of disinteresteq servxce(; and that ma

alone can be called truly wealthy or }i{,:ppy
either.

o ,
I shall not make u fotish i religion and
I cannot justify . ny evil in ity sacred
name... I shall eyon go to the length
of ;ejecting the LﬁViﬂity of the most
dhcient Shastras, if they do not appeal
to my reaso
**# )
Hinduism fg not a missionary religygfl-
e :S'Qiﬂlace in it for the worship of @il
the Prophets of the world. It tells every-
one to adore Gog according to his proper

faith or ‘Dharma and thus to live in

- Peace with a] religions.
[ ***
80
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buli my zeal never takes me to the rejection
of fay of the essential things of Hinduism,

w
* s

Ihdieve implicitly inthe Hindy a
thattho ope truly know
has ot attained perfe
(Ahimsa.), in

phorigm,
8 the Sastrag who
ction ip iMnocence
truth (Satya), and self.
contro] {(Brahmacharva 'nd who has not
renounced

all acquisition, or Possession of
Wealth. '

»

-

Varnasrama Dha:ma is, in my ?pinj'_()n’
inherent in human nature an Hinduism
has simply reduced it to a scieygce.

- .o. - _.

‘Ibt is, I hold, against the %enlus of
Hinduism to arrogate to one's self a

higher status or assign to another, a

lower one. All are born to’ serve IG(;);:

creation, a Brahmin with his know et .‘m’

a Kshatriya with his power of protection,
81
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a Yalsy& with his commercial ability {ind
4 Sudra with hig bodily labour. ]
* B
N E ™ f
O man whose charctor is not . pure-
can be said to po really healthy. -The
body which contajns a diseased mind can
never be anything but diseased.
-"
Mader il
et civilisation has rendered even
fresh air somewh=": costly, for, in order
to breathe fregh air, we have to go out of
towns, and this means expense,
.'l .
. * &

There cay bo absolutely no doubt that
fmpm"t*"air is the root-cause of dic-7re
1N ninety-nine cages out of every hundred.

*
‘ » &
Thousands of diseased persons have

been cured by mere exposure to the air and
to the sun-ligh¢,

83
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Min is not born to eat, nor should he
live tg eat. His true function is to know
and SU"ve hivaa.ker; but, since the body
is essei‘(xtial to this service, we have per-
force to eat. Even atheists will admit
that we should eat merely to preserve our

health, and not more than is needed for

this purpose. . /

» .
® &

He who is able to cthysrol the palate,
will eagily be able to control the other
senses. '

. : »
o D
We have sedulously cultivated such false

notions in the matter of eating thas we

never reslise our slavishness and our

_ beastliness,

LI
* #
Since Nature always proyides .ju‘qt
enough food to feed all created beings, it
follows that he who takes to himself morg
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than his normal share of food, is depriving

another of his legitimate share. '

/!

Many scientists ‘have conclude{l that
man is intended to live, not on meat, not
even on all vegetables, hut chiefly on roots:
and fruits,

' *
" s

Lwill ouly say t,lmt my own experience,
. I, L
as well as my..atidy of the subject, has
confirmed: ne in the conviction that a fruit-
diet is best for us.

*
. &

There is no fear at all of men ruining
their health by eating too little; and “the
great need is for a reduction in thtj quantity
" of food that we generally take.

. *

® @
- Lean say from my experience that there
18 absolutely no need to eat more than twice

& day, for a man who has passed the peried -

84

W
~ ETHICS, HEALTH, ETC.

of youth, and whose body has attained its
fullest growth. |
v‘\"\ | -.t . ‘
Exerﬁise is as much of a vital necessity
for man as air, water and food in the sense
that no man who does not take exercise

regularly, can be perfectly 3ealthy.
'b.ﬁ i
The ideal kind of exercigg is that which
gives vigour to the body as wellds to the
mind ; only sich exercise can jgep a man
truly healthy, afld such a

farmer.
(’ R ]

0.0
Truly has walking been described as the
‘Queen of all exercises. The main reason
why our Sadhus and Fakirs are strong as
a class is that they go about from one end
of the country to the other only on foot.
. Y
[ R J
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Nature herself has provided an excellent
covering for us in our skin.
*
* ®
The idea that the body looks unsd mly in
undress is absurd, for the very best pictures
are those that display the naked body.
*
. w
There can B> no doubt %hat men and
women can never be virile or strong
A i
~unless thew olyiive true Brahmacharya.
‘ b} g't

« The trd_tr laws of health demand that

the man that loses his wife, as well as

the woman that loses her husband,_ should
rémain single ever after. o
..t
So vital indeed is the relation between
our health and the life that we lead

that we can never be perfectly healthy
unless we lead 3 clean life. |

»
® »

86

for the control of ouf body.
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1t is our duty to keep the body pure and -
unstainéd from within as well as from -

‘without, so as to render it back to the

Giver,, when the time comes for.it, in”
the siﬁ%tte of-purity in which we, got it. If

-we fulfi] the terws of the contract to God’s
satisfaction, He will su;:ely reward us,

and make us heirs 10 immortality.
| . o . ' S .
There is an jncessanc 1imiggle going

if the soul

. o
gains the ascendancy, "the body become.s.
a most potent instrument of good; but ?f |
{he devil is victorious in ‘the struggle, 1t ‘
becomes & hot-bed of vice.

on within us between our Sou gand Satan

L
L

Perfoct health can be attained only

by ]iving in obedien,ce‘ to .the' law“s.“ Of v
God, and defying the power of Satan-
. o
® »
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It is my full conviction that, if only I had
lived a life of Brahmacharya all through,
my energy and enthusiasm would have been
a thousandfold greater and I sf.mul“;i have
been able to devote them all t- the tarther-
ance of my country’s cause as of my own.

"ll

If health is to be sought for in order that
we might indulge in luxury or pleasure,
or pride ,cumelVag over our body and
regard it as an end in itself, then

“indeed it vould be far better that we

should have bodiex-tainted with bad blood,
by fat and the like.
. @ .
* &
ALl religions agree in regarding the
human body as an abode of God. Our
body has been given to us on the under-

standing that we should render devoted
service to God with its aid.

*
- -
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Character is based on virtuous action,

-and vn'tué s action is grounded on Truth.

Truth, then, is the source'and foundation

of all tbiﬁ]gs that are good ‘and great.

Hence, a fearless and unflinching pursuit

of the ideal of Truth and Righteousness is

the key-note of true health as of all else.
i *

Love for my country, I consider to
be part of my- .religion, tnullg,\ not the
whole of it. Unless one has lo e for one 8
own countty, one can@t be sa A to observe

o, {
one’s own rehgzon perfectly v

: e

( If in trying:to observe our religion,
we have to part from wife and child-
ren, even Jose them, there is nothing
heartless about it, but I rather feel
«<convinced that it is our duty so to do.

L
L
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‘. Hind . . o
: us and Muslims muit cease to
Suspect one another’s motives; and we

should believe ourselves to be incapable of
Wronging one another.

. 'i.

Some hxvy §fgested that we, Hindus,
can assist our Mahomedan countrymen
only on conlitions. (Conditional assistance
is like aduV.eraied cement which does

not bind. Tle only ciuestion, therefore, is
now to help.

L
® »

thi self heart and soul into
this qvestion;-\K.Hilafat) because British

led ‘ . Jigd
P E.’JES, ~hetract justice, and religious-
sentiment coingige

»
LN
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Hindu.Muslim Unity consists in our
having a cemmon purpose, a common goak

and commo;1 SOTTOWS.

}‘: o bl
X i impossible
e India must be an

o indissoluble union
dream without an 1D isso

between the Hindus and Muslims of

India. It must not be a mere truce.

be based, upon mutual fear. 1t

A

It cannot
must be a partné ship. hetween equals

each respecting the teligion of th.e other.

.8 ‘ -
" What is the alterna ‘}Ii:’f;".i%ﬂ}f}du—Mt?hr;.
Unity? A perpetuation of{r snlave.ryth i
We regard each other a8 ene\ ies, u-f ‘e‘; e
any escape from oternal forelg . domination
for either of us? 1
o .
) ' w7

The Hindus as also the. Musaulmans,
Wheneve} one of them goes mad, have tWo- .
courses left open- Either to die valiantly

91
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without retaliation, that will at once arrest

the progress of mischief, or to ataliate and
live or die.

Hindu-Muslim Umty is nq} i if it 18
not a partnership between brave men and
women. We must trust each other always,
but in the last resort we must trust our-
selves and our God.

ae e

Ifitis the interposition of the British
‘Government which keeps us from fighting
one anothel, t,u. ionet we are left free

to fight, the (gftter for our manhood, our

‘respective re igions and our country. it

Will not be a 1ew phenomenon if we fought

“Ourselves int ? sanity.

| " W -

India "*‘mn&t cease to be one nation
‘because people helongmg to different reli-
slon? lige in it. The introduction of

92
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foreigners does not necessarily destroy the-
nation, they merge in it.
4 &'l

The ’H‘*‘fﬂius’ the Mahomedans, the
Parsees and the Christians who have
made India their country are fellow-.
countrymen, and they will have to live in
unity if only for their own interest.

#.l‘

The Hindus flourished under Moslem
sovereigns and Moslem@ under the Hindu,
Each partyrecogmsed the muﬁhal fighting
was suicidsl.., With the B(*ghsh advent.

the quarrels recommenced. '?x)

o ‘
Is the God of the Mahomedan different.
from the God of the Hindu ? Religions are
different roads converging 3co the same:
point. What does it matter that we take
different roads so long as we reach the

93
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same goal? Wherein is the cause for
‘quarrelling ? i’
‘ *
* &

The fact is that we have b come en-
slaved, ang therefore, quarrel” and like to
have our quarrels decided by:a third party-

*®
* &

The more we advance in true'knowledge,

" the better we shall understand that we

need not be at war with those whose»

religion we may not follow.

fe
re ®

Am |, thel,e o ng’ht or killa Mahomedan

in order to sfex 3 0 cow P If T wore over-

full of pity {5r the cow, I should sacrifice

‘my life to lave her, but not take my .

brother’ 8. This, I hold, is the law of our
religion,

94
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No one who hugs untouchabllity ha.s
any rxght %o denounce this Govemment.

~ He who seeks equity must come with

clean hands is a maxim of umversal apph- -

cation.

»
lﬁ

This Government h@g robbed us of our

- honor and put one of: our rui’ qmns in peril.

In my humble opinion, it is # sin for the =
natlon to receive education® in schools'

~ financed by or under the influence o:_
_ control of the Gov‘ernment

B

& &
Is it not better that our children should
receive their education in a free atm(vs*
phere, even though it may be given in
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humble cottages or in the shade of trees
and under teachers who, being themselves
free, would breathe into our children the
spirit of freedom 9

.
s % ¢

The existing system of “education i8
based upon foreign culture to the almost
eutire exclusion of indigenous culture.
Tt ignores the culture of the heart and the
hand and confines itself simply to the
head. Real education is impossible through
a foreign medium., ‘ﬁ |

R Q'.

It is my ﬁrm opinion that no culture
has treasures so rich as ours has. We
have not known it, we have been made

even to deprecate its stufy and depreciate
its value,

#i

MV religion forbids me to belittle or ‘

disregard other cultures as it insists under
. 96
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} .
pain of uvgl suicide upon lmbxbmg an(f

living my own. o '2"
* ; )
e I

We do not :égulate or hcense fxouses of

 ill-fame. We go not provzde facihtxes for

thieves to indulge their - propensxty for
thieving. I hold drink to be more damnable |

than thieving and perhaps evenprostxtutmn. »

» ﬂ
The system of education (m Indxa} was
conceived and born m error, for “the

* English, rulers honestl, ‘believed the indi-

genous system to be worse than useless.

"It has been nurtured in sin, for the-
: “gendency has been to dwarf the Indian,

body, mmd and 8o
7 o« -
’,\ Swaraj is unattamable without the.
Premoval of the sin of untouchability as it*
is without Hindu-Muslim unity, :
. T
& &
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Untouchability  cannot b wiven 8

secondary place in the prograrame. With-
out the Cemoval of, the tain Swaraj is 8
meaning'ess term. Workdrs should wel-
come social boycott dnd ev g%nubhc execras-
tion in tha progecution of their work.

...

No lover 'of his country vén possibly
achieve its general advance if he dares to
neglect the least of his countrymen.

N .’0

We have segre;,ated the ‘Pariah’ and
we are in turn segregated in the British
Colonies. Indeed there is no charge tha.t
the Pariah cannot ﬂ*mg, in our faces whwh

we do not fling in tm hces of English-
men.

»
[

The * depressed ' classes problem is a
vital part of the cause. Swaraj is as in-
conceivable without full reparation to the
' 098
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‘depregsedt{ classes as it is impossible
without rea® Hindu-Muslim umity.
M »
- * & K
Have we noi‘\ made the meah crawl on
his belly ? Hive We not segregpted him ?
And if it is dur religion so tqf treat the
Pariah, it is the religion of the white race

to segregate us. "
. e ,
This non- co-operatlon is a-process of
self-purification. ‘We may not cling to
putrid customs and claim the pure boon of

Swaraj.

.

" *
y In the struggle bhetween capital and
+1abour, it may be gfherally said that more

f often than not 1;‘,13 capitalists are in the

‘]Wrong box. But when labour comes fully

"to realise its strength, I know it oan “

be’come more tyrannical than capltal.
. )
*® &

9
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To seek justice without / lesorting to
violence and by ap appeal fio the good
sense oﬁx the capitalist by #bi
lawful msans

‘1”1 * :
i L I 3 "y

I passionately desire the Ktmost freedom
for our women. I detest child marriages.

Wemen myst have votes and an equal
legal status.

* «
' % &
| Untouchability is repugnant to reason
“and to the instinct of mercy, pity and love.
i"
Let us not deny God by denying to a'

fifth of our race the gight of association on

an equal footing. N

LI
Untouchablhty is a corroding pmson{

that is eating mto the v1tals of Hlndu\\
society. . - -

.);‘:;‘.' ' . %;h
SOCIAL REFORM

No man c‘ir God can consider another
man inferié to himself. e must
wonsider evev’v man as his blOOdd\‘brother
It is the cax‘lmal principle ot every
religion. , i ,1,

\’\. A g, .l,,::\

I do not desire to be born again, but if
Iam really bor' again, I desire to be tl,lwrn
amidst the unnuchables, so as to stho.l;
their dlfﬁcultws and to work for thy ‘
liberation. :

s .
s &

Picketing is a duty a cltlzenb m::z B

&ﬂlscharge, when he is not helped by | ,

¢etate

(¢ ‘te break into an-

,‘j)etrays a s the pressure

OurErs:) ms 8 weak
of sha
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brother against the dangers ol the drink
evil.
ey
*
. & Y.
The limor shops are o insufforable
curse upolh society
" . * . { 1 .
Unde: every system of Governments

t'm?ai Y»l'oh}bltlon 80 far as o Gﬂn’ gen, wilk g

R

- B * "

! "‘GGJH OMICS

BQYcott is & gx}rm of revenge, and for i
bemg able to . heip as to sduuie a jus
Solution we have to create a world-oli inion

- ‘
Boycott is a sunishment and is mm,ev
ved in a vindictiv. spivit. ;
"ﬁ

- Is it a big saerifics for every Hindu and
ﬁb{usw! m‘m‘to discard all foreign 'alothv. and

g Mto use only Khadi ? And if India is not to
" have that ability W /il it not also be proof .
f ‘that India is unﬁ? fm‘ any gacrifice ?

;é g
The country/ should evince asumciant
tq""’”?bwmw bzhty, resourcefuinaﬁﬁ a»ﬁﬂ
discipling n nenssaary for brmgmg *&he mx-»
‘ L 303
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nently practical Swadeshi enterprise to &

successful end. Let us hoge and pray
that the‘-c“?untry will. )

L
* &

J udge& by the economic standard, thirty-
five years of our politicallactivity have
resulter if. fsaster. The [nasses of India
'to-da;'{are less able t(; stand the ravages of
famine and disease than they were fifty
years ago, They arve less manly than they

were at any period in the history of the
. nation, , ’

*
Without g cottag:a ;ndustry the Indian
peasant is doomed. He cannot maintain
himself from the prodice of the land. He
eeds a *upplementary industry. Spinning
is the,easiest, the cheapes\ﬂand the best.

* :
- . . ‘

The cleanegt and

0 shy 3 1 :

f Swadeshi ig ¢, stimulate hand-spinning
104

- : o e o
the most “prawtan £

S 14

t . ECONOMICS

and hand.weaving and to arrange for a
judi“ims distribution of yarn n‘? cloth so

manufactyred.
: 1

*
& »
True Swadeshi' consists in introducing
the spinning wheel in every hox;sehold,
and every household spinning itz own
Yarn,
*

» * ’ 1
Handsspinning does solve the prf)b om
of India’s chronic poverty and is an insar

ance against famine.

» o jom -does
The scheme of Bomco‘Operatmnﬂﬁd&

' not aim at starving any Iabourerv ouidl
; it i Jant to stop him from
the country, it is man oo of
Sf&rving and keeping nak‘ed the peo P
Indis, ! o

o f
43 .
A e w

earma . .-vr*.".o doubt = fOf‘ e ¥

Aokgy, Y .

o spin and weave for itsei,ff just! o
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most villages grow corn for them

It is easier for every village to spin and

weave for itself than to grow all its corn.
‘** ‘

The best National Education for I

is undoubtedly an intelligent handlin

the spin’niﬁg wheel.

gOf

*.*

Attacks on hand-spin
ing, I cling to the belief that Swara
unattainable without the peautiful art

becoming universal in India-

ning notwﬁhstand'
j is-

we . R
If hand-spinning became umive ersa
every home would get a share 0

and without any comphcated dehlnefY& .

being necessary.,

»» er bappens to
the other parts of the natm\’

‘Swadeshi in its Present shape will bide for -

- 106

NDHIL

selves- -

ndia

f the crore f '

Jaraarass L iididierd

f“
. ECONOMICS >

°Ver and must. if India’s pauperism is to
be banished. _
» b )
%® &
Free trade for India has proved her

Curse, and held her in bondage.
.’.

The centra] idea is not'so much to carry
o0 a commercial war .against foreign
COuntries g to utilise the idle hours of the
Dation ang thys by natural processes to

help it 4o get rid of her growing pauperism.

»
L J

iI may deserve the curses of posterity for
Many mistakes of omission and commis-
590, but T am confident of earning its

b ‘®8sings for suggesting a revxval of the
Charka )

™ R
‘e @

Every revolutisn of the wheel spins
Peace Toodwil” and love.* And thh all -
that inasmuch as the loss of it Db ‘

107



.

GREAT THOUGHTS OF MAHATMA GANDHI

about India’y slavery, its voluntary revi-
val with_all jtg

implications must mean
India’s freedom,

»
¢ »

wshire cloth, as English
historiang have shown, was forced upon
India, ang her own world-famed manu-

factures waore deliberately and systomati-
cally ruineq.

The Tane

ture and hand-spinning are the
tungs of the national body. They

Must be protected against consumption a
any cost,

Agricy}
two

. o’ ]

The economigg that disregard moral an

* Se i ¥ » « *
Ntiments] considerations are like wax-

wWorks that being life-likg still lack the life
of the living flesh. :

Vo, . .

Our citj I 8 livas it
168 are noz India. Indialives in her
108 o

ECONOMICS

. the
seven and a half lacs of. villages, :nd o
Cities live upon the vilages hTﬂeZouﬂ‘
not bring their wealth from othe®

triey, |

»
¢ &

le are brokers and com-

u : as Of
mission agents for the e };‘;:? cities
Europe, America and Japan. ter }in the
have ¢ opar{ated with the latte for the

. or
bleeding process that has gone on ‘,
Past two hundred Ye?g' ;
.t eys f the
3 I do not know that the coni;mo:vzrld is -
8
cattle in any othbr part-Of We may not
a8 bad as in unhappy Indla{;his. We may
Mame the Englishmen f(:irefence. Criminal
verty in our he
ot plead b9 is 3Zhe only 08use of thé
of our cattle.
. o
.. L2 S dia SpUy
roin P

jtish advent 8%
Before the Britis Lombo
108 *

The city peop

hegligence
miserable cond:tion
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. OF

Swadeshi is a"“”, oligious discipline to
be uvndergome in :L'*er disregard of the
physical discomfort - , may cause to
individuals.

MAHATMA GANDHI

**i [
Webecome a prey to inva on if we excite
the greed of foreign natidg by dealing
with them under a feeling',¢ dependence
on them. We must learn o be inde-
pendent of every one of t?g{j
- *#* /
It is machinery tha has impoverished
India...It is due to Manhester that Indiar’
handicraft has all but ¢sappeared.

*
|

Machinery has begt; to desolate Europe,

Ruination is now kncking at the Engligh )

gates.
u
The mill-owners un establish in they.
sands of houssholdshe ancient and sacreg
i3

_thus wovep. Whether the
this or not, people

0"
. BECONOMICS
| the clutlr
they can buy oul 1be
handleoms, and they Aizowners do
cauoaasemi' b : ©

made goods.
v achi-
India has Bl wished to possess rlr:1 o
nery and great citie® ’.l‘he ozde:im;m
wheel and the anciend mdlgez(;?:gmd' .
have ensurec it8 wisdom alt
: *
» ®
free 80 jong 88 sze
tolerates the
voluntarily encourages or béen g on
economic drain which has !

half. Foreign
for the past centuly and 3 oain volug-
cloth constitutes t§e

brgest d .
tarily permitted b s

, id by us for
Crores of rupees apny di:;easucc -
mfég-goods. If India coul o oan gain
ful effort o stop thet s T ¢

Swaraj by that one act.
: e /
13

¢ India canpot b
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Tks way to carry out a successful boy-
. U
cott of turexgﬂt cloth is to increase the out-

put of'y k. And this can only be done by
hand-spinning,

The householder should trdin himself to

860 art and beauty in the spotlessly white

Khaddar and to appreciate |its uneven

softness,
v

I . '..
. f it is sinful to use foreign yarn, it is a
- virtue to manufacture more Swadoshi yarn

In order to epable us to cope with the‘

want that would be cragted by the disuse
of foreign yarn. ?
e

U d & .‘

Under the pre-British economy of Indis,
spmnmg Was an honourable and leisurely
occupation for the women of India.

»
Th tning bt
e art of Spinning being graceful and
114

. satanic influences of the fo

v")

$ ECONOMICS

. musical and as it did not invblve any sreat

exertion, it had become thé r?no\n;og?,ly of
women. But it is certainly’te’ graceful
for either sex as is music for instance. In
handspinning- is hidden the protection
of women's virtue, the ifisurance against
famine, and the cheapening of prices.
.'ﬁ
The revival of handspinning is the least
penance we must do for the sin of our fore-
ifathers in bhaving succumbed to the
reign manu-
facturer, '
0'¥
Just as we cannot live without breathing
and without eating, 80 i8 it impossible for
us to atein econd#xic independt:nce and
banish pauperism #om this anclent kmd
without reviving hd&na:spinning,
' o'e
- The beauty of spin

ning i8 that it i8
115 "

o
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it i 3
blcredlhly sigple, gasily learnt and can
o cheapl‘v )mroduced

~,.u
‘ *

th:hz:n‘:i not the slightest reason why
with the qp‘;‘g 'Wh%'l may  not co-axist
tic kitc}u;; 1 “mng;mlll even as the domes-
The mill co-exists with hotels.
Spinni:x:wn;ay S.Hﬂ'er destruction. But the
1eel {8 a national necessity.
I ik
feel convinced that the revival of hand-

8pinni ; i
Ing and hand-weaving will make the,

:il;g::zr:;)ntribution to the economic and
regeneration of Indiu.
»
[
&8?:::11 1?{::“ the cot’age industry years
starvation, t;mllhong are to be saved from
troduce fsspmn:3 ¥ must'be enabled to re-in-
village must rng ip heir homes, and every
©-posaess its own weaver.
N ...

116

N
ECONOMICS

Swadeshi work is the mor’ construetive
of all. Tt does not lend iteer to speeches
80 much as to solid action. ¥+ ié not
possible to save fifty crores of rupees
annually by speeches or demonstrations.

0..

Swadeshi yarn meahs even distribution of
wealth from an occupation next in im-
portance only to agriculture. It sup?le-
ments agriculture and therefore automati-
rally and materially assists to solve the

. Problem of pur growing poverk

gt popular form
of Swadeshi is to stimulat hand-spinning
nge for o

and hand-weavmg and w‘ arre .
and cloth 80

manufactured.

We have spun many & yarn durfw a?.
cw"“"""".

these kmg 35 years o the

19
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form. Let ‘jo now apin the truest yarn
jchat India wints, and let me tell you that,
if you Went to feed the hungry, to clothe
the naked, there i8 no other way out of the

difficulty by spinping for the whole of
India,

...

You will not gain your economic freedom
until India becomes self-contained so far
as her food ang clothing are concerned.

»
Our o'm."dox poli.t,i." dread i
flo cians dread to think
:’:oafz;ihif)g to,, striking, or too simple or
. stic. Tye spinwing-wheel is too
f’ € and yet 100 drastic and too striking
an instrumept or Swaraj in one year.
. »
. 1 L
tolsr ;i;‘:c}; ;1 v isi?nafry ideal-—an atternpt
destruction | Bncient occupation whose
n 28 brought on slavery, paupere

ismand ¢ : : X
he dlsappearance of the inimitable

118

1&"'/“

-

ECONOMICS
g’rtistic talent which was onle all expras-
sed in the wonderful fabrics f In&ia and
which was the envy of the world
133 ‘*‘ q '
The more I have studied the economits

of India and the more I have listened to the

¢ [ndia, the more convinced
we introduce the
ome of Indis, the
freedom  of

mill-owners o
1 have bacome that until
Bpinning wheel in every b
peonomic salvation and
‘india is an impossibility:
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