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PREFACE. _J

In the following pages I set out the result
of my siudies ¢n the present situation in India
and have aftempted to” depict the views of
[ndians in general and of the two schools of
political thonght—Moderate and Nationalist—
in particular. Each side has its own particular
schemes to offer.. Which of them is more
acceptable will, no doubt, depend on several
cunsiderations, individual temperament ocoupy-
ing no insignificant place among them.

‘The object.of this book is to give an
unvarnisaed account of the events hippening
in Incia, their causes and their cure. Since
both views are given equal proininence it is
not intended that either side should be {avoured.
In describing Muhatma Gandhi's views on the
subject 1 have used his own language as far as
‘possible to avoid misunderstanding and make
the whole thing as authoritative as possible.-

] hope to set my teaders thinking orn the

various aspects dezlt with herein and in their
turn make them contribute to the evolutien of
our country. 1 shiil be sorry if this book
makes any one blindly accept ' the views
expounded therein. It is intended to give
vyoung Indians a starting ground for further
thought and investigation. In case this object is
served, be it ever so little, I shail consider my
labours amply rews wrded. ’
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THE PRESENT OUT-LOCK.

Apsit {rom the clank of steel and the
ftusder of bursting bombs and shells that
shook the civilised world to its very roots and
out of the welter of much agitation and
reprassion, proposals and counter-proposals two
things stand out in bold relief on the field of
Indian politics. First, the assumption by the
B:itish nation of a npew viewpoint and the
consequent change in the *“angie of vision »
so fur as this country and
secondly ir recognition of the part piayed by
India. in the workhcon&.gatxon and her con-
to the cause of the Empire, the
right of India to a higher status in the family

nations than she enjoyed before the war.
Jne iinmediate resuit was the grant of ihe
mtagu-Chelmsford  Reforms in 1919 with a

v to a reconstruction of Indian Govern-

rt on the basis of Diarchy, one branch

is concerned ;
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2 Indian Regeneration

of which is entirely in Indian hands, while
the other is still controlled by the Brith
burcaucracy. Partly due to the disappoint-
ment caused by the inadequate concessions, for
even the most moderate of Indian opinion
always demanded since 1885 the immediate
grant of colonial form of self-government, and
partly to General Dyer's military display in
the Punjab and the discomfiture of the Turks
and Indian Muslims caused by the Treaty of
Severss, a violent agitation grew up in ‘the
land which finally culminated in the Non-co-
cperation movement under the leadership of
‘Mahatma Gandhi. His programme is to
boycott Britain and Britishers, Rritish gooﬁs
and British Institutions, in:fact everything
tiat smacks or simells even remotely of British
agency. He seeks to supplant all instituiions
that grew up in India during her connection
with Britain and to re-construct India on
national lines and Vedic models. To Lis
followers—not a large number perhaps pro
portinnately to India’s population, bnt still 2 |
energetic and  determined  band, active ,
spite of Section 144 of the Criminal Proced : ;
Lode and adepts at capitalising every eler 7

of disaffection .in a continent of 320 mil

i
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" djvided into innumerable castes and creeds—the
only political-and social re-construction worth
Jooking at is the Non-co-operation variety and
with a view to a return to the Golden age

i that was India’s before the British advent.

The Non-<o-operator is found in railway
carriages and in the market place, in tea shops
‘and under the banyan tree, in courts of law,.
at public meetings, in - temples and mosques,.
in newspaper offices and in vakil’s chambers.

" Moderates complain that if one does not-

talk of Non-co-operation one is out of
dute and out of fashionj that if a mode- -
rate politician happens to address a public.

. meeting, in spite of the mon-violence insisted

.on by Mr. Gandhi, men and more often boys,.
are found to hiss and hoot, blow mator horns.
and otherwise heckle the speaker, if they fail
to capture the meeting. On the other band,.
Non-co-operators complain that co-operators hire
sowdies and create all this mischief to discredit
their movement. Nevertheless, Mr. Gandhi is
‘the unquestioned dictator and his word has
Csome to-be accepted as current coin among large
Mc.gges of Indians, Hindus, Muhammadans and
vievhg alike, all of whom march side by side car-

- I¢ng the same banner as they never did befor .
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© 1 In-view of the unprecedented happenix; .

in India, both duty and self-interest—duty to
the Empire of which we form part, sclf-inter-

est, because it is to our interest as Indians to-
speak and profit by that speech—demand that
the present sitnation in India, so full of pit»
falls and anxiety, should be realised in its true.
significance to evercome.the great and immi--
nent danger. British goodsense till now has saved.

getting into action, for all the vehemmence of
the extremists on both sides. The attitude of
the DBritish. Cabinet and of the DBritish Labour

party.is one good sign of their inclination te

handle the problem with sympathy and good-
will ‘tos arrive at a correct understanding.’ All
the same an analysis of the situation is neces-
sary, because while the DBritisher thinks that.
every Non-co-operator. is a declured enemy of

@

the situation in every emergency, as it is now: .

Pritaii: be mistakes: the sickly sycophancy nf. |

somé-others for loyalty. DBoth estimates ares

wroﬁéff; wthe latter more than the former and: -

therefore,” more dangarous.

- Right. through the weary years of the Conr

gress apitation India’s sons .urged their claims
to seli-government on colonial lines and the
greater associaticn of Indians in the higher

The Present Out-Look. ,‘:, 5

‘branches of administration, with ‘equality “of
:,?:reatnieizt to Indians and Englishmen through-
ovt the Empire, and other rightsof citizenship.
Some years before the war broke out, Indian
politicians became divided into Extremisis or
‘Nationalists and Moderates, buth demanding
Self-Government within the Em pire,neither advo-
-cating viclence nor revolution and differing only

. ™ patience and in the greater or lesser degree

of violence in speech and writing. When Eng-
land - declared war against Germany nany
adopted, or rather adapted to Indian .condi-
tions the Irish maxim « England’s difficulty is
Ireland’s opportunity ”.  One class of Indians
Paraphrased it to mean that when England

s sorely pressed, India must insist on getting

her dues paid; while others took it to mean
that when England is brought to bay India
should take that opportunity to generously
come forward and assist her out of the diffi-
culty, thus earning her gratitude and love

- and become an equal partner with England

in  the British Commonwealth. However,
India was asked to help the Empire, which
she generously did, and in the endeavour and
anxiety to ward off the imminent darnger every
-other emotion was stiffed till. better days
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dawned. The extreme tension, almost -to
breaking point, suffered by ~Britain during
tte war was relieved after the armistice and
a naPural reaction set in.  The days of peage
following a great war are generally very
Lard even to the victors and the future of the
pation will stand mortgaged to meet the
liabilitiess of war. Promises, even voluntary,

made during the war are seldom cheerfully

performed during peace. The promisor gives
less, the promisee expects more, than was pro-
mised. The result is discontent on both sides.
Charges of sedition and counter charges of
repression are {requent. ;
abuse, calling names and accusation of selfish~
ness are in plenty now, while during the war
a brotherhood in arms and a brotherhood of

sacrifices in Frarce, Galipolli, Mesopotamia

and East Africa was the general sentiment of
Britishers and Indians alike:~ Brotherhood-in-
arms was re-placed by bitterness in politics.
How to keep something of the old spirit of
brotherhood alive to prevent dismemberment.
and rebuild the Empire before another caia-
clysm again shakes the foundatioms of the
earth, how to comserve the energies and
resources of the Empire to form a real com-

Bad blood, distrust, .

L

e

4

4
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monwealth of - natxons——a smaller lengue of
nations within the League of Nations of the
whole world—is the problem that now con-
fronts British statesmen. Will British good
sense and the generous spirit that animated
Dritishers throughout the war save them at
this juncture? Indications are indeed favour-
able. But to mince matters or camouflage
with words wili be more a disservice to the
Empire than otherwise. Worse things may
otherwise happen than the irritation caused
by calling a spade by its rightful name, but
if by an unvarnished and faithful statement
of facts each side can be made to see the
views of the other and thus nullify some of
the present political acerbities, the interests
cf both countries will be served.

The post-war state of mind calls for a
slonghing off of old-time formulas of bureau-
cratic rule; a brushing aside, it not a complete
deletion, of platitudes and meaningless phrases,
shaking off inertia and girding the loins
with a determination to face the new pro-
blems and vigorously apply all shoulders to
the wheel. This is not the special function of
any special class in India, but of every {fair-
minded man whatever his place and whatever
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his profession. It is time that neople of
both countries cast off class suspicion and
racial hatred, because never before have their
interests been so much in one boat as now
and nothing but a spirit of earnest and lively
co-operation on terms of absoluie equality,
social and political, will help them out of the
difficuity.  Other devices may temporarily push
the problem into the background but cannot
allay, much less cure, it. v
Unrest in India is nothing new. Time
was when a few theorists and idealists met at
Christmas and aired their pet theories and
ideas year after year. But under Mabhatma
Gandhi things have changed. His Stayagraha
and his Non-Co-operation separated ' the the-
orists and visionaries from the practical
workers, the “talkers” from the ‘“doers’. A
number of hard-headed men, many of them
- first-rate citizens, inspired by zeal and spurred
by conviction, are going about the country
Placing their side of the case in a convincing
manner leaving something behiud for | their
bearers to keep in mind for future wse and
veference. Surface unrest arising from small
and temporary causes can be smoothed by the
exercise of sympathy and imagination: . but

The Present Qui-Look ?:’ 09

: unrest lying deeper and keeping on smoulders

ing, with only occasional ontbreaks here and
‘there, calls for a more thorough diagnosis and
zequires to be dealt with in a statesmanlike
manner broadbased on unsclfishness. "It is
"wrong to estimate such unrest, which is a chronic
-discontent, as the work of individua! agitators.
There was a time when agitators of even the
«calibre of Tiluk were dealt with by the
bureaucracy very dcastically, and the country
looked on with little’ or no concern. But
when a sentence of iinprisonment is treated
-as the crown of the martyr, and the prisoner’s

- ralease is made the occasion for inass meetings

and monster demonstrations, when going to
Jail bas become as important as going to
temple or church and as easy as washing
-one’s hands, it does not require a genius to prove
that popular sympathy is no longer with the
rulers. Add to this the soaring prices of food
and other necessaries of life, the advance in the
standard of living, the economic distress, the
Panjab wrongs and Khilafat grievances that
loom large as constant sources of embitterment.
The present exchunge situation and consequent

~trade dislocation, the increased taxation and

the expensive Dyarchy are not exacﬂy calculated
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ta rub of the edge of that discontent.
Nevertheless, India believes in non-violent:
peaceful methods; and that is the most
redeeming feature of the whole situation.
Agrarian discontent owing to insecurity
of tenure, increased taxation now and the
possibility of further taikation on improvements.

for want of Permanent Settlement, a great .

shortage of houses amounting almost to a
famine alike in towns and in the country,
growing unemployment'and‘ the grievous absence:
of openings for talent and enterprise, have bred
a mountain of ill-feeling alike against the
landed classes as against the Government.
Men are bitter and discontent is rampant.
Food and clothing, as well as a roof to cover

one’s head, are becoming increasingly difficult

to get. House rent within the last ten years
bas advanced more than three hundred per
cent; congestion and over-crowding make the
people unhealthy and irritable and ready to
listen to the agitator. This state of affairs
cannot continue indefinitely and from every
point of view there is the most urgent need
for prompt and effective action. *“Rest cure’”

and laissez-faire policy will not remedy discon~ -

& nt; and repression is always out of place.

kS 3
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- Agriculturists and farm labourers are

o

The Present Out-Look 7

11

working -
harder then ever without getting enough to-
eat or to cover their persons; and whereas they
themselves in many cases could at least write
their names, their children cannot boast of
even so much education. At this juncture,.
Mazhatma Gandhi comes and says: “Your food,

- your cotton and other raw materials are car--

ried away to England and sold back to you
for ten times tbe price. Your children are
tavght on wrong lines with a view to develop:
the “slave-mentality.” Withdraw them from
Government and aided schools if they are

. there, plough and cultivate as much as you can.
24 y

to raise foodstuffs and take to the spinning-
wheel to make your own clothes. Give up
western life and western culture. | Get back to
the simple Vedic days, and by minimising
your wants become Jess material, more spiri-
tual; and by the unbounded use of soui-force
and by all legiticcate non-violent methods of
Non-Co-operation you can parailyse government,
reduce the Bureaucracy to submission and attain

"Swaraj or independence for India.”

The idea of a return to the simple ways of
olden days is nothing new. Before the French
revolution Jean Jeacques Rousseau devoted all



12 ' Indian Regeneraiion

his talent to propogate the idea of a return to
Nature. According to this elass of’ thinkers,
civilisation, far from being an unmixed good,
is an unmixed evil. All the troubles of . man-
kind may be traced to it. Under the new !
order civilisation means increased wants, which |
mésh increased activity and greater production ,
and all the attendant evils of competit’ion\,‘{

i

double dealing, sharp practices, that waikin its '

train. To-day we have to work more to spend f

more ; work more, not to make any permanent 3

gain but to keep up show and appearances—
o

the work itself tircsome, monoctonous, soul-kil-

ling, such as spending a whole life-time in[°

shaping the head of a pin or the point of ag-‘,
needle. A strenucus life is the modern cult, and
under it, existence becomes a burden and a
perpetaal source of anxiety, breeding disease‘
and discontent, leading the individual to a pre
mature grave. Caught in the vortex of civili-|
sation humanity is rendered helpless and gets
carried away into an empty void. True we
have railways and telegraphs, undergrounds
and elevators, merchantmen and sky-scraperd
of the sea, motor cars and air-ships. It is
also true that to a few millions of men and
women these things make life one continuous

et

\ :
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Ay

’ revel; by think of. the hundreds of millions

that have - to: slave and - starve to make-
it so! And -what do they get in return? A
long and weary day from year's beginning to

~ year’s end, a hungry stomach that never knew

what it is to.be full, an endless dunning from.
4 heartless land-lord for rent they are unable:
te pay, a byudle -of rags that fail to : cover
their- nakediisss - that civilsation made it a

" disgrace and 1 offence to exhibit, with dirt

disease, - squalor, as daily companions -and
a growing fanly they are 'unable to main-
tain.. - - - .
Asiagainst. all this on the other hind thero-
is the life of a cultivator “in simple plenty

‘crowned” raising enough to keep his family

in comfort, -even in luxury, spinning and weav--
ing enough i-home-made . cloth for domestic
use, simplifying needs and sparing time to
attain’ the desiiny of man—spirituality. Under
the present arvangement the attempt to kecp
body and soul together takes up all onc’s” life
and energy, and -under its exacting conditions
women and ‘even children have to bscome
wage earfiérs to ksep the family pot boiling.
Still, an honect hardworking man often fails
to keep himse!l above want, leave alcne com--
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fort and loxury, dying nearly as ignofant of
-spirituality as at birth and as near the God-head
as a motor lorry or asteam engine. Under the
-old order existence being simple and easy its cost
in time was little, its temptations fewer and
‘ opportunities for = self-improvement infinitely
greater. This is Mahatma Gandhi’s ideal, at
once great and easily attained. The conception
is not new. It was the entire national life of

-old, and still of millions in this country, with

its adjuncts of village panchayats and village
-schoels, village artizans and village manufac-
turers, divided, no doubt, into classes, but in
-practice with no element of untouchability and
.none of the incidents of caste, as we know it
-TIOW, '

Apart from the Revival scheme of Mahatma
-Gand.hi the centre party in Indian politics
, .r%las. its counter-proposals based on existing
institutions. The Moderates demand larger
~employment of Indians in the higher branches
-of administration regardless of pre-war condi-
tions and old understandings, reforim  and
retrenchment in the military and other depart-
ments of Government, complete Indianisation of
-some branches of administration, separation of
-executive and judicial functions, repeal of the

-V I e

9
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Arms Act, spread of primary and technical

education; equality of positions for Indians and
Englishmen, giving the same pay for the same
work regardless of colour, and generally redesm
the pledges given to India by the Queen’s
;pxoclamation of 1857 and the subsequent
promises of succeeding sovereigns. It is their
grievance that while England pretends to kold
Iidia as a trustfrom Providence for the benefit
if Indians till they are capable of managing their
afairs, neither her policy nor its result has
exactly resuited in discharging that trust or in
restoring Indian administration/to Indian hands.
They do not accept the promises of Pritain as
seriously made.  The bureaucrats having
tasted power and pronounced it good find it
hard to relax their hold, which will mean, in
their opinion political harikari for their class
in India. They and their friends the planters
and European merchants, like their forefathers
before them, biad India as their own and the pre-
sent generation of Britishers in their turn, hope to
refain it for their sons and grandsons. Itisa hard
nut to crack. The - situation is pregnant with
possibilities and difficultics, Indians claiming
the country as their own; ‘the bureauctacy
claiming a »vest_ed interast therein, while the
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B!‘ltish natien look wpon it with all the parti-
ality of possession, dominion and owrn: rship-
Real statemanship consists in devising new lines.
of settlement by effecting new understandmgs
and creating new safeguards to protect the-
interests of all parties concerned. ‘

Tt is indeed sad to recollect that after more. .

than' 170 years of British rule in India the
two nations are no nearer a correct under-
standing than existed hetween Clive and.
Umichand or Warren Hastings and Nurdkumar..
Diftering from one another in all that divides
-one branch of humanity from another, race,

creed, colour, religion, -language, literatute,_.'

civilisation, history and tradition, conditions.
are to this- day different in this country from
those prevailing in England. In the main.
their national aims may be similar, but they

do not see eye to eye in all pal\lculars, Jeast

of all, where they concern each other. Butam_
says India is unfit for dewocracy. India
retorts by saying that Dritain made hur' $o ;.

and if after 170 years of rule by one of “the

greatest democracies the world has seen India,

the land of village commurities and panchayat.

system, is unfit for democracy, her education

is obviously defective or on wrong lines, and’

The Present Out-Look P 17

it is time she changed her university for fea-
of worse, results. The two races living sid:
by side view each other with suspicion, indulge
in constant recriminations, often treating each
other with contempt and keeping aloof when-
ever and wherever possible. A generation ago
when India was more eastern and less western,
when Indian orthodoxy and prejudices looked
crude in English eyes and social life was al.

;i00st impossible between the two communities,
‘there was better understanding bstween

them than now. To-day there is complete
isolation and mutual exclusion from  socicty.
Indians and Englishmen are drifting wider
and wider apart in India. In the midst of this
human clash and conflict it is difficult to keep
a semblance of order and goodwill. To be
otherwise would be a miracle. This is the root
of Britain's trouble in India.

To win the war and wrest East Africa
from Germany and Mesopotamia from Turkey
was a great achievement for England; to
reduce a warlike race to subjection and estab-
lish a civil administration was an achievement
still greater ; but England’s fitness to hold an
empire will be decided in India within the

next few years. The American War of In-
z
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.dependence made an Englishman exclaim that
colonies are like fiuits ; they fall olf when they

are ripe. But England falsified that dictum

by her poiicy in Australia, Canada and New
Zeoland, Her dacing  statesmanship in Soath
Africa fairly Jeft the world gasping for breath.
To-day she stands face to face with the most
Jifficult of  situations—self-interest  pulling

one way ; honour, justice and duty all pointing

in the opposite direction. It is for England
i0 convice India that on the chessboard of the
Empire she is not a mere pawn to be moved

at the pleasure of England but a real living

entity, with r:ghts and duties similar to the
other component parts of the Empire, and will
not be moved uniess it be lor her awn benefit.
The task before Britain now is to create and
waintain a  sympathetic, humanising  atmos-
phere in India anu make the machinery of
Government run smooth and slent by a
copious application to the wheels of that
potent Jubricant—understanding and goodwill.

A reconstruction of Indian politics and
incidentally of Indian society is not only
necessary, but imminent.  There are two alter-
native methods.
developing on the lines she foliowed hithertos

TR O |

Either India can continue

é
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viz., Eastern ideals and institutions running
in double harness with the Western, and
proceeding to a demoratic goal like other
parts of the Empire, feeling community of
interssts with them, enjoying the privilges
and shouldering the burdens of the common
partnership ; or, on the other hand, cut hersell
conipletely away from Britain and her Empire, .
casting off the culture of the West with
. all its emblems and paraphernalia of civilisa-
' tion and return to the ways she developed
centuries ago and retained intact through the
ichanging vicissitudes of her chequered history.
It will be more correct to call the former
Reconstruction” and the latter Restoration.

“That a change is even now taking place no

one denies. The only question is whether it

is to be Restoration or Re-construction. The

process is going on rapidly, in spite of caily

difficulties, and’ increasing perplexities. The.
strides are long and rapid. All parties are

trying to make the tramsition as ordetly as

- possible.. The Bureaucrats cry, * Hait s Mode-

rates shout, * Go easy ; steady!”, while Non-co-
.operators preach passive resistence and non-
violence all along the line. Every one is
wonvinced that the futwe of the country is
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trembling in the balance and are sparing no pains: .
to influence the decisions that will ult'mately be-
deterinined upon by the masses. It is a three-
cornered contest now, the bureaucrats and N..
C. O.s vigorously playing and Moderates.
- watching—any two teams working together
- whole-heartedly being at present able to beat.
the ithird bollow. Moderate and Conservative-
- opinions accept the new condition knowing.
.that the future of India is at stake and are
ready to throw themselves into the task of
Reconstruction if they see their way to get a.
recognition of their right to self-government.
on Colonial lines as an integral part of the-
Empire and elicit from the Buitisher an.
appreciation of the new spirit of self-respect
that has taken hold of Indians generally..
They ask for an improved status for:
Indians in the Empire, for, despised within
the Empire itself they are despised round the
rest of the world. They demand equality of.
possession and treatment as between Indian:
and Englishman and consider thatin their own-
country and in its affairs where their interests.
are affected they have their éwn views ard
suggestions to make. Co-uperation as equals,
not subordination, is their watchword.

The Present Out-Look ‘i ’”ﬂf A

Among the progressive politicians and
thinkers of England these views and aspirations
‘meet with no opposition; but on the other
hand are welcomed as signs of a promise of
better relations and firmer unity. They recog-
nise, as voiced by Lord Reading even recently,
that Imperial unity is unattainable unless the

-confidence of all races and creeds in the Empire

is gained and their sympathy and co-operation
-assured ; uniess they are placed in a position
to realise how their help and co-operation are
needed for the safety and’ welfate of the
‘Commonwealth. Trust, pot distrust, is the
basis of strength. Confidence must take the
-place of suspicion, duty to the Empire must take
the place of sectional self-interest in the rela-
‘tiog between the various races and classes.
Indians do not see themselves as a mere inci-
.dent in the history and happenings of the
Ewpire, nor are they prepared to look upon
their rights and privileges or their particular
sequirements as subordinate to those of any on °
else. England and the Empire may prescribe any
remedy they like for India, but in. her own
affairs she is the final aathority. She is boti
intelligent and enlightened, astute and alert~
India’s message to the nations of the world
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to-day, including England, is: “I have as much
right to live, and live as well as you.”
The Indian political agitator is not am
accident in Indian life. He is a product of
the times, born of the changed conditions, and
" has' come to stay. He will take his piace om
the other side of the table against the bureau-
crats in all their undertakings, schemes, plans,
projects and programmes, seeking no favours,.
and going there as a matter of right insists on.
an acknowledgment of the fact that he has
come and claims to be heard. He is strong:
‘n the conviction that his advent is for the-
benefit of all concerned and in case he is not
given a respectiul heating threatens to make
it unpleasant for the bureaucracy outside the-
council ctamber. -
The war in many respects was an cye-
opener to India. It demonstrated beyond doubt
the immense possibilities of India in men and:
material and the supreme importance of both.
" in times of war and peace It brought out
the dependence of India on foreign countries.
even for the articles of daily use and proved,.
more than anything else, the utter want of
organisation of the vast resources of the country
which with care could be used for nationak

-~

-

?,(
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“advancement. The extert to which India bad

lest her industries, the damage and deterioration

caused to the existing ones by foreign competi-
tion, the amount of new capital required to revive
and restore themn, the necessity for adopting
modern industrial methods before India could
hold her own industrially, the innumerable
difficulties that have to be surmounted before
'anything could be achieved, the certain prospect
of enhanced taxation as a consequence of the
war, all point to the barren prospsct ahead.
The Government and the peopie are both con-
fronted with this huge problam; and confer-
ences, cornmitlees and cominissions have kept
cropping up everywhere. The war has taught
them both many valuable lessons and they are
busy sizing up the problem and devising ways
and means. An increase in salaries has almost
satisfied the bureaucracy for the time being,
while f{or the people they recornmennd  an
industrial regeneration to enable a larger e ploy-
ment of the man power of the country, and
industrial training to the better classes of Indians
to enable them to organise labour and capital
and tius ensure more production, which alone
means prosperity to the country. .
 These proposals are nothing new, They
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formed the subject matter of agitation before

the war, While in the West, England, Germany

- and America were taking rapid strides in indus-
~tries, Japan in the East showed India what
was possible here.  The partition of Bangal gave

a stimulus to the increasing desire of India for

industrial regeneration. After the war even the

bureaucracy was convinced that India’s produc-

tion of wealth wasout of all proportion to her

immense possibilities and in the characteristi-

cally slow way of the Britisher and the slower

way of the Dureaucracy they are now thinking

of finding the way to make a beginning ; and

as a first step have appointed Directors of

Industries with undefined powers and functions.

The N.C.O. movement opened the eyes of

the Bureaucracy to the agelong fight of the

masses against poverty. The prospect of having

to pay less rent and less tixes appsals to the

starving peasant more than narratives of the

glories of Dritish rule, of the great blessings of
law and order or even eloquent panygerics on

Pax Britannica. There can be no greater enemy
of a Government than a wide spread famine,
no greater condemnation of the method of
role than a nation in rags. Thisis the problem
the Bureaucracy has to solve. Unaided it is
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helpless. | Intelligent co-operation hetween the -
burewt.racy and the Indian publicists alone
wili give the key to its solution.

- If Britain finds an enemy in the Non-co-
operator she cught to see a worse enemy in the
English extremist who fancies he finds a foe in"
every Indian bush. Extremists on both sides
make the usually diticuit wuin « wan, aatene.
ticn, if not impossible, at least of increasing

/ difficulty. It is the aim and object of the British

extremist to keep political and industrial India
precisely where she is, perpetually marking time,
always depsndent on Britain primarily and on
other European and American nations seconda-
rily, degraded, slavish, straving. On the other
hand the Indian extremists, particulacly
Non-co-operators want a return to the Vedic days
with its abundance of soul-force and spiritaal
assets, but heedless of material wealth of any
kind. Whatever the new order, if it is ‘not
suited to the genius of the Indian nation, before
the experiment is many months old there will
Le widespread discontent and utter chaos for
the pains of its authors.

The other alternative is that the future of
India lies on the line of an industrial regeneration
by a mutual arrangement between the bureau-
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cracy and the people based on mutua] respect
and sympathy, by welcoming the Indian as
sole owner of India and an equal partrer in
the Empire. Many level-headed people of both
races have subscribed to this view and consi-
der that the true function- of Britain is to hold
the llalance even between the various nations of
the Empire, t enaldc cvery component part
thereof to increase the extent and quality
of its wealth and production, to enuble eac'ﬁ_
race to take its position as an integral  and
worthy member of the Commonweaith.

.On the successful discharge of this func-
tion will depend the position of Britain in
the Empire on the one hand and of the siability
of tte Commonwealth on the other. )

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN INDIA.

The stress and strain of war introduced a
new spirit into the world and infused new
life into all nations. Many orthodox theories.
of government, eatablished as the hills and
accepted as  gospels, disappeared.  Quite-
heteredox ones that in pre-war days shocked
respectable  cilizens and often secured for
their exponants an uneviable positicn as
involuntry guests of the State came to be
freely aired, and before the close of the war,
definitely accepted. The position of Europe

_ as the one and only stronghold of civilisation,.

the right of Europe to the last word on trade
and diplomacy thronghout the world, the
claim of Europe to be the policeman of the
world on beat, with the right to interfere
where and when deemed necessary, as against
which assumption America propounded the
Munro doctrine, the dependence of the rest
of the world on Eurcpe as a practical resuit of’
the *“Whiteman's Burden”, all had to give way-
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‘before a new | spirit of self-reliance  and

enterprise. Then came the famous Fourteen

points of Dr. Wilson that caused endless
-controversy in Europe and on which the world
-almost came to blows again. But the out-
-standing fact from out of all this is the re-
-cognition of the right of every nation to self-
-determination and the right of even small
nations to independence. These two great and
‘humane principles were reduced into practice
all over Europe—except, let us add in a stage
whisper, in Ireland until recently. But with all
‘that great changes have taken place in the
industrial world, creating a new interest in
industrial research leading to mutual co-operation
.and the opening of technical schools and
institutions in all countries.

It is one of the fundamental facts of

Indian economics that India pays large sums
-to England for the services of her sons in
Indian Civil Service and towards the mainten-
-ance of the Army and Navy of England. And
it is elementary economics that such payment

-can only be made in commodities. In addi-

‘tion to this India has borrowed heavily from
England, the interest on which again has to
be paid for in kind. Apart from all this she
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imports large quantities of manufactured goods-
for which she gives her raw materials in ex-

change. As against all these liabilities which

are beco.ning heavier year after year she is-
entirely dependent on the bounties of Nature,

which certainly do not increase likewise. As.
population increases and our annual income:
remains the same, while the price of imported.
articles rises two nundred and three hundred.
per cent., national bankruptcy is an inevitable:
result, unless it is met by increased produc--
tion—if not of raw materials, at least of manu-

factured goods. !

It is easy to taik aboui thc necessity of
production ; but the difficulties surrounding it
are many and almost insurmountabie. Turn.
whichever way she likes India finds the mail-
ed fist of the British manufacturer trying to-
shower excise dutics on her. Then, there is the
difficulty of coaxing Indian capital, which is-
always shy, besides the necessity in most cases of
entrusting the infant concern to a foreign expert
who is naturally jealous. And above-all there
will be the difficulty of reconciling labour to-
prevent strikes, which at present in India
spell—RUIN. 1In the face of all these condi-
tions it is necessary to undertake the business.
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of turning out goods good in quality and ample
in quantity, after paying all engaged .in their
manufacture wages large enough to command
tre ordinary comforts of life and supply in-
centive enough for fresh exertion o make the
andertaking a success. The first requisite for
this s the promotion of mutual goodwill and

~anderstanding between labour and capital, and

Jay down the rules under which the parties

.agree to co-opera
mote the common business W

.all.

hich is vital to

capitabsts ; and lastly sufficient attraction to
draw business heads o
f !

‘mate success. ‘ .
Military expenditure and the cost of civil

~adininistration in India are increasing year by
~ year. This means increased taxation which can

only be met in the long run by increased pro-
.duction. This necessitates the adoption of up-
to-date machinery and methods. The reten-
‘tion of plants out of date or inconvenient in
their design are wasteful of time and energy
that would otherwise have gome into thz work
itself, producing better results ; whereas an ad-
‘herence to conservative metaods kills efficiency

te with one another to pro-

There must also be co-cperation among

n which depends uiti-

Lo
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in production. To compete, therefore, with the
Eur.opc;an and American manufacturer Indian
capital and labour require expert advice, State-
aid and encouragement and, in some inst:;nces a
protective tariff. India exports almost all her r;w
mai erials such as cotton, oil seeds and so forth
which she imports back manufactured aé
often ten times the price, paying in exc};érxtfc
taw materials again and even the very foc:i-'

- stuffs that should have gone to feed her children.

By the export of one commodity, e. g., cotton
a.lone, India enriches an army of foreign capita-
lists, middlemen and labourers: theb English
mtf:rchant purchasing the cotton in India, the
railway company carrying it to a port, the
sfeitmship company taking it to England, the
English railway transporting it to Lancashire,
the merchants and brokers buying and seiling
to the mill-owners, the spinners and wezwerZ‘
making the cloth, and the numerous agencies
back again till the cloth reaches the Indian
market and is sold to the cultivator who
org'naliy raised the cotton with his own hands
on Indian soil.

- The conflict between England and India,
though on the surface political is at hottom
also economic. Ina debate in the Legislative



az .- Indian Regeneration

: Asse‘mbly on Non-Co-operation Sir William:
Vincent proved that the Government of India
had sized the situation and said that steps will be-
taken to introduce a tenancy legislation. The
political side of the agitation affects and in.ter-
ests primarily the higher or *politically-mind-
ed”’ classes, as the Bureaucracy calls them. To-
the average -Indian living in a wvillage, whose-

excusions into towns are rare and into politics.

rarer and strictly confined to those occasions.
when he listens to an homily from his wvakil
or more likely from his vakil's clerk, the British
Government to him is like air or ether, electri-
city or magnetism, existing somewhere, but.
anconscious of its presence. When the political.
agitator confronted him with the 'prospe‘ct of
Swaraj and self-rule he remained philosophically

"calm and unmoved. In the pre-war days he-

strongly doubted the possibility as well as‘tl}e
desirability of the sugguested change. Bat 1? is
suspected that the troubles of Englénd during
the war were capitalised by the agitators. To-

" the Hindu, the German and to the Muslim, the.
Turk, were respectively pointed outas the pros-

pective rulers of India until the time came when
the next step of claiming independence for India

was taken. But with all that the ignorant
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villager had to be told that under Swaraj the
fearful drain of civil and military expenditure
would be stopped and the consequent saving
utilised for the development of manufactures and
industries, promising thercby a future full of
glory and aland flowing with milk and honey.
The war affected the average: man and
woman in England and in India in exactly .
opposite. ways. In England *‘unemployment
passed out of the country during the ‘war, be-
cause trade was booming, new demands on the
labour power mounted daily, productive men
by the million left their work-places for the
Front, the Government become the great spend-
er and almost monropolised the purchasing
power of the nation, having to pay no ‘regard
to the consequences of destroying rather than
replenizhing things.”  “All through the war
the country kas been prosperous.  Women who
never saw the inside of big Piccadilly and
Regent Strect shops became familiar customers:
of the luxury departraent. The ghosts which®
haunted the very retreats of pre-warstatesmen,:
Unemployment, was happily Jaid, at least for
the tiine being.  There was work enough—somme-
thing new in British memory. Labour dig<

turbances, though not unknown during the war,
3
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fell to a small figure, for war power has a
way of bringing the industrial disputants to
terms, and short shrift for the recalcitrant.”
Though war proved a spzndthrift business and
the future became its prey, a semblance of

general prosperity parvaded all classes. Where-

as in India the raw materials which constitued
all ber wealth and which could only be export-
ed to be manufactured elsewhere, there being
no factories here, could not find a sale in
enemy countries, did not find a market in
other countries and in all cases the producers
were greatly handicapped by the growing
tonnage difficulties brought on by the indis-
criminate . submarine policy of Germany.
While India’s produce was sold for little or

nothing her imports had to be paid for

through the nose. Unemployment increased,
while the men recruited into the fighting and
labour ranks were paid but "a pittance. The
armistice which was hailed as a blessing and
Godsend relief and followed by the signing of
the peace treaty itself brought no real econo-
mic relief to the land. Prices' remained as
high, living as dear, as in war time. And
what is worse, with no prospsct of improve-
ment in sight. '
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This is the real discontent in rural India.
Common suffering made all parties join hands
#’»nd turn to the political agitater for a lead.

' The Jallanwallah Bagh incident and Khilafar

gricvances are merely pegs on whichall parties
Gnd it convenient to hang their respective grie-
vances. A brotherhood of sacrifice is vigorously
being preached and is fast becoming the general
sentiment of the .nation. To-day hundreds -
and thousands of India’s proudest and noblest
souls are cheerfully undergoing imprisonment as
passive resisters for civil disobedience. Bitter-
ness against the bureaucracy alike from the
economic and political point of view is daily
hammered into the heads of people. The
problem for England, therefore, is to devise
means to avoid an erruption by inaugurating
a policy of industrial advancement, drastic
retrenchment and other definite proposals to
be immediately taken on hand progressing side
by side with the transfer of political power
to the people, and thus vindicate the honour
and prestige of British statesmanship.

Under the changed counditions brought
about by the war no one in India appreciaics
the go-slow policy of the British Cabinet,
much less the mark-time methods of the
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bureaucracy. Condemnation is general, with <

only this qualification, that all enlightered

Indians feel it and own it, though only the™\

more outspoken and impulsive among them
voice it publicly. What we, therefore, hear is

not the whole story, much less in all its details.
Some are afraid of the law, othcrs of the

Pureaneracy, yei others hope to get favours
and titles and choose to keep their views to
themselves. But in drawing rooms and at din~
ner parties . in secluded places and in safe
retreats, where official and non-official spies of
the Government are not suspected discontent
‘has been known to be ventilated even by per-
sons who earned a reputation for loyalty. It
is, therefore, more important to know what is
in the minds of people rather than see that
they apply the brake to all expression. By a
true appreciation of the real state of " affairs
we will not be condening a mutually disastrous
situation but will be in a position to deal with:

it intelligently and effectively. It will-be -

foolish to shut our eyes and try to ignore a
magazine of gun powder which may explode
any moent, while to be fore-warned about it
will kéep us fore-armed to render, the magazine
hormiess, if.. not remove it altogéther. British

Economic Condiiions In India , 37
L-

__» statesmanship las not failed so deplorably in

k{é any.igstance as in the industrial policy they

_“pursued in India hitherto. Some biind ecco-
nomists and muddle-headed politicians in
England came to the conclusion at one time

\ ° /hat India, with her extensive and fertile land,
. her cheap labour and teeming millions was
.specially created by Providenis to genw e
materials that bleak England, with ber snow -
"and frost and unable to produce enough food
for her children, but abounding in coal and
iron, was specially ordained to make into
finished articles. This dispensation of the
Almighty was found so satisfactory that steps
were taken to put it on a firmer footing by
an admicably regulated system of tariffs and
excise arrangements. This resulted in British
manufacturers, especially in Lancashire, coming
to believe that in the trade with India they
had acquired a vested interest, any attempt to
interfere with which even for the supreme good
of this country is reseated most bitterly, as is
the case to-day. While the expenses of Gov-~
ernment keep on increasing the wealth of the
country remains stationarye It is a mis-
taken belief that in the industrial world there
is only a certain fixed amount of work to go
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round every year, and if that is got through . construction nearly so difficult as ngw, nor
quickly or by employing greater nambeg;nun- N foupd, the economic situation in the Empire in
employment will be a sure consequence. Ignu-\l “such hopeless muddle. England paid a heavy
rant of the principles of economiics they con- price for the war by the lives of many brave
eluded that the demand for ary one kind of men, by the limbs and physical senses of thou-
article is necessarily limited and under no cir-\ =’ sands of her youth in their prime, by the toil
cumstances could increase; and that demand of her men, women and children in the fields
is honnd #n remain station=ry {or all times. and in the factories, by untold anxieties and

Thus led them to see the advantages of ob-

taining a monopoly in production and supply -

for their country, ignoring the incraasing needs.
of civilisation and the birth of various new
industries.  If on the other hand REnglish ec-
conomists had realised that the world is large.
enough for both the English and Indian manu-
facturer to exist side by side, that prosperity
of the one need not necessarily be at the ex-
pense of the other, that India’s growing
wealth did not necessarily spell the loss of
Britain’s political power here, and realiscd that
a prosperous India was in any case less dan-
gerous to Britain than a flourishing Germany
or Japan, even if sbe could not be counted an
asset of the Empire, and allowed India’s
wealthe production to progress unhampered, the
last war would not have been a four years”
hard grinding for England or the work of re-

worries and by the expenditure of every pound”
she could spare and every penny she could
borrow. A lesson learnt at this appallingly
high price must indeed be a valuable one and
will never be forgotten. But a greater and
‘more useful is the one she is now learning by
realizing her utter helpiessness ' to repair and
improve her position with all the unlimited and
untapped resources in men and material and
other immense possibilities in India that still
stagger the world.

When the war broke out suddenly Eng-
gland found herself unprepared, the Empire
unorganised, and India useless as a fighting
element except for her army. Every part of
the Empire put forth its best. England show-
ed what tremendous sacrifices she was capable
of and what possibilities lay lurked in her un-
howp to all, including herself. So far as
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‘India was concerned serious doubts were enter- -

tained whether she should be entered- APng

‘the assets or liabilities of the Empire; and the™ -

bold statesmanship of Lord Hardinge alone
finally proved the reality. India did her ut-

most to win the war and the loyalty, alike of™

the Princes and of the People, elicited the
warm admiration of England and brought
about the far too much advertised * change in
the Angle of Vision™. In the place of a power
that could crush the Central Powers in the
‘hallow of her hand if all India's resources in
men and material had been conserved, orga-
nised and kept ready for an emergency, Eng-

land found India weak and helpless, sending

up her prayers to the Almighty in her temples

and mosques for the success of*the British ,

arms—displaying plenty of Mahatma Gandhi'’s
soul-force to meet Germany’s high explosives
and submarines, and immediately capable of
offering only Mr. Gandhi’s frugal meal of
goat’s milk and nuts to feed the armies in
France and Flanders. ‘

The time bas come for thinking men of

Britain and India to act. The stupid fears

stupidly entertained hitherto have done enough
‘harm already and must not be allowed to
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stand any longer in the way of a progres-
sive policy of Indian Industrial regeneration
‘being generously undertaken and sympatheti-
.cally carried out. India does not wish for any
paternal solicitude from Britain but desires
to make a hard business  agreement
-calculated to benefit both countries. Patro-

- nising attitude and paternal solicitude will no

longer be appreciated and is sure to be resented.
‘Co-operation between the two countries, team-

play against others in the markets of the world, |

is all that is needed and will be tolerated.
By the combination of the cheap but efficient

labour of India with the technical knowledge

of the British manufacturer and under the

.expert guidance of British captains of industry

India seeks to rise in the scale of manufacturing

‘nations, attaining to greater production and all-

round efficiency for the masses and material
prosperity to the country.

This is England’s primary task in India
now—viz,, how to profit in common and by
agreement. The time is passed for enforced

:submission or even for enforced * compro-

mise.” Even a voluntary compromise entered

into between the bureaucracy and any section
-of the people will not allay the present difficul-

14
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ties, because discontent has moved from the
educated classes to the masses, who too ofterr
feel the skins of their stomachs tickling their
backbones. Until a way is found to stop this
and the wolf efficiently kept away from Indian
doors England’s task here will reinain un-
finished, her trust undischarged.

Under the * Montford” regime there is
now such a functionary as Minister . of

" Developments. The war threw 2 searchlignt

over the industries of the Empire, especially
India, and war time economies taught impor-
tant lessons. The German submarine has been
.called the Champion Promoter of British agri-
culture. Before the war England did not pro-
duce enough food stuffs to feed her children
for six months and was content to import the
remainder from India and other countries—
America and Russia being prominent among.
them. After the Russian Revolution ope source

- was cut off and with the increasing activities

of the German submarines in the Atlantic the
Indian supply became of vital importance.
‘But there was not much forthcoming from this.
side of the waters because agricuiture was
undeveloped and carried along crude lines.
The war showed in England what could be
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done by the extension of tillage oppo‘x?tunities,‘

increasing the number of small holdings, and
the adoption of scientific methods of cultivation
and management. From out of the surplus of
the vegetables grown in the kitchen gardens in.
London the stalls in Covent Garden received
their supply, demonstrating thereby the possibi-
lities of intensive cultivation. The possibilities.
of an increased output in India are enormous.
Every one will concede that individual as  wel]
as national prosperity depends upon maximum.
production. Be productive and all things
shall be added unto you i¢ one of the com--
mandments of ecnomics that * cannot be trifled
with or ignored without general misery as.
penalty.”. '

Un all matters of production goodwill is-
an important factor everywhere. In India we-
want goodwill between labour and capital,
between the factory owner and the Government.
“If we catalogue the waste that stands in the
way of increased output, which output every
body concedes is the basis of prosperity and
will alone make good the war damage-
we should have to place at the head of the
list the waste from ill-will or rather the absence,.
of goodwill. 1 have always held that good-wil].

(4
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"is as big a factor in rapid and “economical
production as  skill itself.| Great Britain has
begun to think ahout the place of this valuable
.article, good-will, in its productive prograrmme,
I1do not mean to suggest that this is a new
‘thought: far from it. There are establishments
that have understood it, and lived up to its
suggestions for more than a geueration. But
-never has there been so widespread an effort
as now to work out a basis of rautual confi-
.dence in the relation of the employer with
the employee. It may fairly be said that all
parties realise that the production called for
is out of the question unless a new spirit
-of reciprocity is at work. To make this spirit
possible’ waste prevention .is one of . the

first obhgahons~—-preventlon of wastes m‘lt&rml

and wastes human.’ :
. ‘The enhanced need of productionfor India
is obvious. Her population is increasing. Her

. administration is becoming more and more

-costly. Large sums have to be sent to Britain
year after year as the earnings ard pensions
of British employees in India and our mnaval

and military contribution “ for the protection”

and “defence” of India We have to pay
interest on the British capital invested in this
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land in railways, factories, mills and othérﬁ
business concerns. ~ All this, as already pointed-
out, has to be paid for in goods and materials i
by replacing old ones with new, by‘supplying
fresh materials in place of tbose taken out of
the -courtry. To possess more than is given.
away is to be prosperous. To have less is to
become poorer and tread the road to national
bankruptcy. Any way the situation can only- -
be met by increased output, by giving an incen---
tive to both capital and labour and by the
State giving aid and encouragement. ) '
Then there is the presént system of edu--

.cation that is severely taken to task. Itis one-

of the stern indictments of Mahatma Gandhi ~
that all that is imparted in our schools is vile,
unnational, irreligious, soul-killing and specially
devised to shape the “ slave-mentality’’. It is
a grim fact that our schools and colleges have
turned out office-clerks and quil-drivers by’ the
dozen, who can be had for any price and on

‘any terms. : Another: plentiful supply is . of

Vakils who' possess plenty of learning and book

‘knowledge - easily capable of . burying you in:a

hail-storm of leading .cases and Full Bench
decisions:-on ‘any given subject without one
moment’s notice, but quite unable:to tell you
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-where fheir next day's meal is to come from.
{ “The lack of openings, suitable or unsuitable, for
:the young men of the land, the growing poverty

and unemployment of the masses, the imposition

.of Western culture and learning with Western
methods ~of life without the wherewithal to

" smaintain them, - the absence of industries and

the pardonable dislike of an educated man to
" manual labour in the farms and fields, make
.agitators of our young men rather than useful,

wealth-producing citizens of the State. It is

.essential, therefore, that we must doall that we
.can to encourage agriculture and thus at once
relieve unemployment of hundreds of thousands
and increase the amount of food produced.
Increase the number of small holdings and divide
all the land now lying waste among the masses;
introduce legislation that will see the land put
1o the best use to benefit society rather than
fetch the biggest rent to the landlord or the

largest revenue to the State ; erect factories -

at State expense and run them as models for
.others to copy, guarantee State aid toall ven.
tures likely to benefit the community and be

profitable as a business goncern until they are -

able to stand on ‘their own legs ; and make it
possible for young men to work in them to
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the advantage of both the individual %ﬂd the
_community. “It all comes to a question of
-putting more brains into industry. We have
too often been putting our brains into trying to
cheat each other; we must learn to apply
them not merely to make profit but to produce.
The true way is to discover how to prevent
waste and loss, to find how to doan operation
in half the time and with half the effort—how
to save balf the capital. This is real economy

~and an addition to actual production.”

“Consider what an advance it would be
if all the boys and girls out of the 15 million
of workers instead of being allowed, as a large
number now are, to grow up rather clumsy,

~stupid louts who have not their intelligence

awakened, were turned out with as good minds,
say as the ordinary Working Men’s Educational
classes. Think of the increased productivity in
the real sense that such a trained and disci-
plined labour force would mean..

“ We have muddled along without organi-
sation, but now we recognise that we have to
face a great emergency. We must produce
more or go short, This can be done by large
scale organisation alone. How best tc bring
this about will take a good deal of investigation
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N
and dxscovery We have too many separate
people doing the same thing. Te avoid the-
" peril of monopoly we have no end of wasteful
competltlon oo
- How correctly these words describe Indlan
conditions of to day? Only here they exist on a
far larger scale and in a more accentuated form..

" In the -words of Mr. W. L. Hichens, an:
English manufacturer employing some thirty
five thousand hands: “ Before the war welived.
in an age of individualism, but the war taught.
that * patriotism ranked above individualism:
and that the supreme good of the country
could only be secured by self-sacrifice.” ~At:
the close of the war *we woke up surprised.
"o find how far we had drifted from the old.
individualism of pre-war days.”

4 This widened outlook, I think, applies to:
the. subject of productlon ................ We ‘realise
now that there is an unlimited demand fof
everythmg that- we can produce, 11: seems to
me that it is an.essential thing for us to work
as hard as -we can in order to preserve our
‘tiberties ; it will also. be 2 valuable thing if
after the war we realise that it is worth while
then to work a8 hard as we: can for the sake
of the whole commumty.

-
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. %As | say, to-day there is an ?xglimited
demand for: everything that we can' produce.
Now, everybody knows that if we import from-
abroad we have got to pay in one of four
ways: By means of selling our securities; or
by exporting gold—but the supply of gold is
small compared to our requirements; a third
way is that we can raise loans in the coun-
tries with which we wish to trade—that again .

'is not an unlimited source of supply ; the fourth
" aud by far the most important way is that we

can exchange the goods imported from this
country. And that, anybady will realise, is by

~ far the most satisfactory way of achieving our

object.

~ “Now there are ways in which more can
be done. The first is by means of increased
Government organisation......... R Individual
liberty has its price, butit is: worth paying for. -

- However, there are certain things that Govern-
~ment can do.  But though in this waya good

deal can be done, yet I believe that we have
got for the most part to depend upon our own

~individual enterprise and effort. I feel con-

vinced that the production of this country can

be largely increased because I believe that it

is still in use to make a much bigger effort
s : .
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diréct method is hardly recognised as goverhf} ‘?j e

ing, though tHe precise name by which‘it is
to be called still remains unsettled. “Sphefe- '
of Influence ”, «Protectorate’’, - «Dependency”,
« Crown Colony”, being some of the expres-
sions devised to conceal the real state of
affairs and practically work out the truism -

that Art consists in concealing Art—the _Art of

governing included. :
Statesmen and thinkers have come to the

conclusion that to keep 2 nation under subjec:—
tion by bombs and bullets, aeroplanes anc. |

machine-guns requires much less knowledge of

statecraft than winning their love and co- |

operation by appeals to their intelligence .a‘nd
self-interest. - Convinced of the’ practical.)dxt'y’
. of this plan and its soundness Britain trxiad it.
in South Africa and found it a success. Four-

teen years after the Boers were vanquished i'n.‘
the field they were seen to shoulder thefx;‘ 1
muskets and fight the battles of Britain. This 4.

is the function of the nations forming an |
Empire, to develop themselves internally with-

: . A
out let or hindrance from any one, but com-:

bining to present a united front to the enemy-
of any race in the Empire: whois also dgemedf;
«  the common enemy of all. All the nations 1o the |

3
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- Empire, whatever - their. race and - religion,

«culture and material development, .intelligence

- and martial valour, can work together in th»

Empire, promote the welfare of -all- and teack
the less advanced amongst them to manage
their own internal affairs independently. The -

final stage in Empire-building is the assump- +

tion of equality of position and opportunity
by all within, discussing Imperial problems™
among all, rendering aid and advice in
the internal affairs of any component state, .
when sought. An Empire should be another :
League of Nations on a smaller scale, acting
on the decision of the majority, without cons-
tituting any one nation therein at once com-
plainant, prosecutor, judge, policeman and
execntioner, nor even a big elder brother with .
a heavy stick. To be otherwise is nothing but
“the translation into action of the dictum “Might
is Right” which had come to be known during
the war as Prussianism, to destroy @ which, it
was proclaimed from house-tops, the last war
was waged and won at such appalling - cost.
The reverse of the Prussian ideal is commonly
called the Anglo-Saxon ideal which is taken as
synonymous with+ national honour, . political
honesty, justice, equity and’ “good conscience °
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so far as less advanced or small nations are -
concerned, broad-based on sympathy and the *

gpirit of service. Without this the very insti-
ution known as Empire is doomed to fail.
" Where self-interest and the desire to profit at
. the expense of another become the dominant
. gote in the dealings between races thus banded
' together disruption has begun and its cul-
 mination in the total collapse of the Empire
becomes only a question of time. .

The greatness of an Empire is not mea- '

sured in terms of army corps and naval con-
tingents, armaments and munition output: nor
yet in terms of square miles kept under sub-
jection. It only depends upon the love and
goodwill of the races within the Einpire and
. their readiness to co-operate with one another
in -war and peace. Germany’s power on land
and sea has been -crushed ; yet the German
.Em pire still ‘exists as a potent reality. It is
a feeling of unity, the recognition of- commeon
interests and the anxiety to avert a common
disaster that upbold an Empire. The govern-
ment of a country is merely management of
large masses of - men. . Management of men

 means management of human nature, - Human -

. pature in all countries, among all races and

i .
. .
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_ -at all times is not the same. It is, capable of

g.reat variations. To reconcile all these varia-
tu.)ns, to adopt means and methods that will
suit each community and - periodically -alter
them as occasion demands, is at once the aim
and crowning glory of the statesman and the
administrator. Everything else ‘spells failure

and means disaster. It is the ‘desire of man,

civilised and uncivilised, to settle down. to’
peace, order and a contented life. The longing
for a quiet and ordered Iife is never out of
his heart unless external circumstances are too
strong for him. For- this Society alone is

_.responsible. The process -of settling down,

either for an, individual or for a nation, will
begin only when certain preliminary difficulties
are overcome physically and all uneasiness of
mind appeased. It will be complete only when
a feeling of at least temporary satisfaction
supplants a feeling of restlessness. Otherwise
discontent, disaffection and Dbitterness alone
will prevail. o :
That there has been growing something

- on the minds not only of the “politicaliy-
‘minded” and educated classes but also of the
"common people of India that has bred discon-
‘tent and disaffection against - the ruling' com- .
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munity and still continues to harrass and
disturb their minds in spite of two instalments

of reform . within twelve - years, requires no
great proof to convince either the Britisher or

the Indian. The causes that led to this have |

been differently estimated by different . people.
British journalists like Sir Valentine Chirol
coursing through this country spending much
time in Government Houses and at the resi-
dences of high-placed officials have had their
say on the point. The extreme wing of Indian
politicians find the one and only cause in the
rule of the Bureaucracy; Some years ago one
of the Madras daily papers found a cause for all
diseases Indian in the absence of Home Rule
for India and their cure in the immediate
grant thereof. That worthy journal on one

occasion went the length of saying that the '

water supply in the Madras city was unsatis-
factory alike im quality and quantity and
tracing the cause to its root pronounced ora-
cularly: “This is because we have no Home
Rule”. But to the impartial observer acquaint-

. ed with Indians in their homes, apart from.
blue-books and statistics, without the aid of .
bureaucratic spectacles, coloured and magnify-

ing, nor suspecting a revolutionary ‘tnovgment
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in every marriage procession, equally free also
from the mentality that under all circumstances
and on every occasion is capable of thinking:
-of only- one thing, Swaraj, reminding one-
irresitably of monomania, one can get éx.glimpse ‘
of the true cause in a kind of unvoiced re-
sentment against the way the administration
is carried on, not -only by the British
‘bureaucrat, which is certainly disapproved, but
more so by many of his Indian subordinates who
-often out-Bureaucrat the Bureaucrat himself in
their anxiety to please the rulers and en-
sure promotion in office. * If may be extremely
unfair and grossly exaggerated to characterise
d:l.le bureaucratic administration generally as
either harsh or incapable. Individual instances
<can be pointed out of European officers endear:
ing themselves to Indians by their ceaseless
‘wis<.:10m and understanding of the needs of
India. But they become eclipsed in the larger
crowd. Indians charge the Bureaucrat with
arrogance and an -assumption of superiority.
They find the Governors of provinces holding

" - parties and functions to which Indians are

invited. along with Englishmen and treating
both ?Vlﬂ'] equal respect and courtesy. But in
the districts a Collector or a District Judge .
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will not 5 as a rule invite an Indian to his:
house. If an Indian actually calls be is often
made to wait under the shade of a distant. }
.tree, or if the person making the call is very |
eminent, a rickety chair is specially brought
out to accomodate the distinguished visitor.
He is seldom admitted into the great district
official’s drawing room, decorated with second
hand furniture and other cheap articles of
trumpery. While the bureaucrat treats the Indian
as if he were infectious the Indian bows to the:
ground in salaming, showing extreme respect
outwardly, but invariably goes home and takes.
a bath to purify him from the poliuting touch
of the former. Whereas the foreign educated
indian who treats the Englishman as an equal
and expects to be treated likewise, at least
treats the latter as a human being whose touch.
is not rendered synonymous with pollution.
While the Bureaucrat within the last forty
years developed a sort of shell into which hf’ :
retires from the public gaze to avoid thatfami-
liarity which is suspected of breeding conFempt,
and became the great person that he is, the
Indian had not kept himself idle, but deve-
loped certain convictions as to how he shf)ul.d’i
be governed and what his relation with. Britain:
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’ should be. All sections of the people have:

not voiced them in the same breath, nor at
same time. But the purpose has always -
been there and c¢clear enough to "all who.
Jooked for it. . The only difference was that
the more extreme and the more impulsive

- adopted a phrasing which sounded as if they

meant to be aggressive and to undo all the

organisation we now call government and tumble -
it into a shapeless heap. - Even the others, as
much as the Extremists, ardently cultivated

notions of better relationship with Britain,.
which thoughts developed ' into desires and

finally became convictions, the results of which

we are experiencing to-day. :

In 1914 India was called upon to make-
immense sacrifices to wage a war that was not
herown, to help nations that had nothing to-
do with her, to fight for principles that she
always cherished but always withheld from her.
She was asked to be generous and not to press.
for political power during the war and was
told much about the change in the * Angle of
Vision”, the democratic upheaval the world was
passing through, and the right of nations to.
self-determination. Her representatives were
taken into the closest councils of the Empire-

e
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She waé r;lade to understand with all the charm ~

and splendour. of vague indefinite promises -

" contained in the famous pronouncemeqt of 221.1@
August 1918, that the Empire, im.:ludmg‘lndla, .
was engaged in a common busm.ess directed
to, a common end, that the war killed the old

ideas of polity, especially Imperialism and -

cteated a new interest for peoples to band
together out of their free will and not by the
aid of Prussian methods—muskets and sabref,-
and all races to possess equal interests in
the Empire and create a new sensqe of their
relation to it. Indians from that tine aban-
doned the idea that they were mere hewers of
wood and drawers of water in their own land
for the benefit of a foreign power who hold
" the country by the strength of its sword, arfd
came to consider themselves equal sharers in
2 mutual benefit society. Al through the war
India- was told! what an important pfﬁt she
_had played in France and in Gallipoli; how
-essential she was in Mesopotamia and East
Africa to relieve the tension in Europe ; ho?v
on her exertions depqnfled largely success in
" the war; and how notions ‘of military history
had to be revised so far as India was con-
<cemed. - . ok ;
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~ But almost immediately the war was over
" the’ Bureaucrat, who was inclined to recognise
the Indian as a fellow-being during the period.
. of the war, appeared suddenly to forget his
existence and when reminded of it exhibited
signs of irritation, as if the recollection was
anpleasant. Indians soon began to talk about
the bad bargain they had made of the war.
Extremists got on their high horses and asked
- Moderates and others what simpletons they made
of themselves.” When the Diarchy came every-
body was ashamed to acknowledge it except
Mr. Montagu. The Bureaugrat displayed utter
dissatisfaction and threatened to resign. The
threat elicited from the Secretary of State
the reply that all those who felt dissatisfied
with their position under the reforms could
resign or retire, which possibility with the
additional allowances and revised scale of

_ increased pay proved more satisfactory than

the prospect of resignation or retirement. Then
came the Punjab tragedy and the open support
of General Dyer by the Englishmen in India
while even people in England condemned his
action. .- -~ T o
All" these: things struck home the hardest.

~ Then came a period of repression. Several
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-presses were closed *and many newspapers
.gagged, : followed - by - triale = for sedition.
Finally came the Rowlett Act. In all these
-things  the . Bureaucracy - had  naturally. to
~ .depend- upon its Indian subordinates. - No *
.chain can be stronger than its weakest link,
the chain of administration making no excep-
-tion to the rule.' The ‘weakest.link in the
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_bureacratic administration of India is the ill- .

paid, underfed, severly tempted Indian under-
ling, who must on the one hand please his

.foreign master to ensure his promotion, ,but -
at the same time is put to the gruesome’

‘necessity of taking “tips’ to - tide over pre-

sentdifficulties. -He is the man who comes
into - direct contact with the masses and,

-therefore, stands in their eyes as the British
Government that rules them here, if not here:

.after. He acts as a sort of intermediary
.between the British Burcaucrat and the average

Indian.. The Indian suspects him as an ins-
strument of the Bureaucracy, the Bureaucrat
rtreats him as 2 man of the people and
+therefore, credits his v1ews with knowledge
~and sympathy, little realising that the Indian -
subordinate shapes his opinions and sugges-

:tions on the bend of - the bureaucratic mind.

¢

-.1

i
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- Between the Indian subordin;te AsuSPected by

the public and the unapproachable Bureaucrat
apparently afraid of mixing + with Indians
ither for fear of infection or for reasons of
Prestige, the present administration is entirely

~ out of touch with popular sentiments and

notions—the rulers and the ruled paying each
other the doubtful compliment of suspicion and
fear.. There is nothing at work that expects,
‘still less. encourages, either class of people to
broaden its outlook on life. The administra-
tors, Indian and British, are placed on a level
from where they seldom condescend to look
-down. The people are placed in a nitch and

- .are intended to remain there for all times

-quiet, obedient and regularly paying taxes as

- per patta previously issued or as per demands

-duly made. . Any break in this foutine is at

-once visited with official displeasure. . The

- short and simple annals of the poor are the

only things expected of them. Nothmg else
will be tolerated. ' '

The rock on which the Brmsh adminis-
tration in India threatens to get wrecked
goes under the .pame of “Prestige”. Of
late we have heard so much -about this

. .rare commodity and seen such~queer exhibi-
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bition of it that Indians hardly recognise: it
‘Dow even when they stand face to face with
the genuine article. Its rise in India may be-

traced from the days of Lord Curzon and :

~ Mr. St. John Broderick (Lord Middleton). |
To save the face of the one the other cast |

all ideas of even elementary justice and fair-
play to the windsand justified and confirmed his-
acts as necessary ‘to uphold the prestige of
the British administration in India. From
~ the heights of Simla it came down to the

plains and has now permeated the ranks not
only of the European officials who support

one another even to the extent of condoning.

minor errors and perpetuating them, but also

of their Indian subordinates. ; The idea underly--

ing this sapient conception is that if the
" error is rectified on the complaint of one of |
the persons aggrieved it will be admitting to-
the * natives” that the  members of the:
Heaven-born Service also, like ordinary mortals, .
commit mistakes and that to allow it to be taken
successfully to a higher authority is to make
appeals paying and the work of administrationd
increase in _volume and difficulty. It must
indeed be a morbid mind that does not .seq
that the sufferer of any wrong is only tod

|
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goenscious of it and when it is not rectified by

the person paid to“do justice - the wrong |

. pecomes a double wrong. While at first

be considered but one official incapable of
rendering  justice he now concludes that; the
higher ones prove . no better. If to this is
added the impression that the latter’s acts are
the result of a calculated policy steadily
pursued, all faith in justicz vanishes and justice -

itself appears as 2 caricature of its real self.

s mistakensidea of prestige, - at best
false, has contributed much to create disaffection
against the administratton. Quite unjusti-
fiably, none-the-less definitely, there is the
impressicn going strong among some classes
of Indians that it is no use appealing from one
European. 1. C. S. officer to another because for

’ . [ .
seasons of * Prestige ” the order of the former is

certain to be upheld. - This belief is gainirg
ground even in matters of ~civil and criminal
administration of justice. One common, but
none-the-less sore, ground of complaint is in civil
and criminal revision cases to the High Court.
No serious attempt has been made to~ refute

the charge that the administration of criminal '

justice in India is not as it is in England or
in other civilised countries, but is a great deal
, . ‘ -

\ .
-
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more strmgent rigorous, even vindictive.  The
subordinate magistrates are mostly persons
promoted from’ the clerical ranks of Govern-
ment service and, therefore, necessarily without
the requisite qualification to make good judges.
Ignorant alike: of law and procedure, unable to
follow the nice and subtle rules of evidence, oftcn
without much culture, with little or no know-
ledge of human nature and human psychology
without any training at the bar, which alone could
] qualify one to the Bench, tHe subordinate magis-
trates that preside over the criminal courts in
I_ndia are certainly no ornaments to their class,
except in some notable instances. Even among
the lawyers, who form a truly democratic body,
some refuse to appear before these custodians

of other people’s liberty. Some others fight

shy of these courts and only consent to appear
in special cases ; while “all lawyers insist on
getting a much higher fee to appear in a crimi-
nal court than in a civil court, in spite of the
fact thata criminal case is both easier and more

interesting, showing thereby the position these .

courts occupy in popular<and professional esteem.
Then there is the police force about which
‘no long disquisition ‘was ever -necessary. As

- early as the fourth Indian National Congress,

L] - 4 -
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1888, it was resolved * That it is -the general
belief of the people of this country that the
existing system of police administration in India
is highly unsatisfactory in itself and oppressive
to them, the Government be respectfully urged
to appoint a commission, consisting of official

and non-official members to investigate the -

entire system as speedily as possible.” The

mover of this resolution said: * The DBritish’
" Government ‘had bestowed on them many

blessings, and had -also given them the Police.
No - Lleutenant Governor, ;no\xceroy, had such
power over his comfort as a simple Chowkidar

. .or His Honour the constable. The humblest

labourer in the village, the most exalted noble
in the city, are equally under the control ot
these distinquished officials. There is nQ pl.xce,
0o spot, where Their Hnghnessa the Police,
like the Angel of Death are not present. Let
a man displease them in the slightest, and see
the beneficence of our- kind Police. He may
know nothing about it, but there will be a

~ criminal case filed against him, and arrange-

ments made for requiring him to give security

for good behaviour, before he can reach his
- home.”. He thought the Police were more
Jtmubleeome tojthefhonest people than to ths.
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into a theft was more annoying than the robbery.

Mr. R. N. Mudholkar in seconding the resolu--

tion pointed out that the policeman who ought
to be loved, was detested; , because, being
shamefully underpaid and uneducated he was.
never-the-less invested with cnormous powers, so-
that he can annoy. and insult all around him
with impunity. - Although things are not «o bad

thieves and budmashes, and the investigation:

as this at present it cannot bessaid that the

police in India are like the police in European.
and other countries, being in many cases.
inefficient and sometimes unscrupulous. Anyone:
who knows the conditions in India will bear
testimony to the fact that like the British Army

in pre-war days the Indian ipolice force is-
mostly, recruited from among the blacksheep-

of tlie family and the dregs of society, out of
which material the Bureaucracy manufactured
the existing champions of law and order.
Sometime -back when the present cadre of
Police Sub-Inspectors was chosen from better--
class ien high hopes were entertained for the
future of the Indian Police. They were in most
cases men -from respectable families, fairly
educated and just the class of persons to followa

. noble calling honestly.. Bat with Rs. 50 for a start.

-,
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;and fifteen rupees for the upkeep of a horse, (the

horse that could be kept on thatsum and able.

‘to carry a police pfficer being still unborn, the
.existing horses requiring from forty to sixty
rupees a month for their upkeep), with no

satisfactcry allowance for house rent and their

uniform to be paid for out of their salaries,
.these young men, mostly brought up in
.comfort and luxury, are left with a few rupees

A month to keep not only body and soul. to-
sether but also to maintain a family and the
dignity of their official position. There is only

.one way of doing it, unless their pay is raised
.to suit their position. With their intelligence

and their opportunities they. must be either
more or less than human not to take advan-
‘tage of them. Complaints against the police
have always bsen numerous. The lngth' to

" which they are prepared to go was recently seen

at Madras when a body of police constables

~ abused and threw stones at the Chief Presidency

Magistrate. for coavicting a fellow constable..
And what is worse the police are almost
invariably supported by the ' Magistracy. A

-young graduate who was appointed. a Magls- o

itrate directly he left college told the present
writer that on being asked by the Collector of
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his district as to what he did in a certain sen- ‘

“sational case, which thé police charged after
considerable delay, answered that he could not
“difinitely find the accused guilty and giving
the benefit of the doubt discharged him. The
Collector looked shocked and exclaimed “\What!:
benefit of the doubt in a police case?’ The
young Magistrate took the hint and has faith-
fully discharged his duty since, as seen by his
subsequent promotion and present position.

- The chief cause of the = present adminis- -

trative decay is the easy-going habits of the
Bureaucrat that necessitated the adoption of

the system of office notes. Here the Brahmin.

cletk makes his entrance. Intelligent, indus-
trious and educated he finds it both pleasant
and paying to go through large bundles of
papers primarily meant for his European “boss”.

-When this dignitary opens the bundle he sces

the notes prepared by the Indian clerk and
finds them both correct and useful. Instances
have not been unknown where the clerk noted

in pencil the order that was to be passed which

the (boss) quietly adopted as his own—himself
getting credit for quick despatch of business,.
" the clerk, an appreciation from the boss and

" an assured chance of promotion. : This makes-

PY
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the boss lazier and more and more depen-
dent on the Indian clerk who never for-
gets to advertise, even by showing his pencil
notes to others, his power and influence with
the “boss.”. This in many instances led to
corruption ending in dismissal, departmental
irquiries, degradation and transfers.

This system, if anything, tends to -lower
the prestige of the Dureaucrat, who is - some-
times put down as a mere tool in the hands
of some Indian wunderling. The urderling
thinks he is pleasing his boss and feathering
his own nest, not caring vhat other people
think of him. The frequent transfers of
officials from place to place and the certain

chance of official support by virtue of the doc-

trine of prestige render his position perfectly
safo and the fear of public opinion almost nil.
The Bureaucrat takes the views of the Indian
underling as the real condition of the popular
mind and acting on them gathers all the odium
on his head, while the wunderling goes about
advegtising himself as having done his best te
dissuade the boss from the step taken, though
inwardly feeling satisfaction at having pleased
his superior in office. This sad tiagedy is go-

ing on from day by day and every one sees ; it
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except the purblmd Bureaucrat who thinks of
emergencies in terms of machine - guns and
martial law without trying to find out what
can be done immediately to relieve the tension
and restore good feeling betwcen the two com-
munities. :

The whole trouble with the present situa-
tion is that it is not so simple’ as all parties
seem to think. Neither machine gun and
martial law nor N. C. O. will clear the atinor
sphere. The temper of both races, lndian
and British, should be changed, and changed

o* at once. Extremists on both sides are cqually

unfit for this purpose. By extremists Ida nat

mean all non-co-operators on the onc hand

but only the extreme wing among theni, and

on the other the rabid Anglo-Indians who -

are creating a fuss in England in spite  of
the earnest prayers of their compatriots
here. There is no class anywhere in India that
influences the tone and temper of the Indian
public like the educated classes, who must be
satisfied and won over to ensure the smooth
working of the administrative machinety. They
shape pubhc opinion in India and unless the
State provides them with the means of cxist-
ence, not clerkships nor ~other Govermment

* B

place; necessarily, the State cannot claim nor
legitimately command their support. They think
.of the State as existing for its people and unless
it makes life and existence possible the State has
very little use for them; and the State can
have no claim on them. Who *can say that
they are wrong? What is more importent,
because it is, more immediately wanted, is to
introduce some change in the intermediary

stween the Buteaucrat at the top of the ad-
ministrative ladder and the rank and file of
the people below. Under the present . system
an Indian entering Governmeat service is look-
ed upon as having sold himself body and
soul. For him the class to which he once be-

Jonged does not seem to exist any longer. He
- becomes centered in himself, his work and his

future, and allows all el.se. to go by the board.
Directly he enters service he feels transported
‘to a higher, better, nobier atmosphere, . even
though at times he has to salaam low, cringe,

fawn and flatter. All this he exacts .in his
‘turn from those under him and when the aver-
age man’in the street treats him as an equal

this official feels insulted, outraged, and holds

..-aloof. In time he loses touch with the public

altogether, but assured- of his promotion he

Side Lights ont India /?o.f 73 -

]



.
[

74 - .-v\ Indian Regeneration

does not mind the change and is glad . that
with time his power will increase and the

public will remain more &nd more at his mercy. -

This may sound a little exaggerated. But
take any young Munsif who five years ago
was a brieflesd vakil at the bar and see what
airs he puts on when raised to the Bench,
though there were both before his time and
after scores of other vakils who would not have
accepted  a Subordinate Judge's place to start
with. When he becomes one of the chosen
few, who alone can hold power and none are
lifted over his head, except those already
in the service, he pays back in disrespect and

arrogance for the lean days he had to submit’

at the bar and soon developes a shell like 2
tortoise and at every contingency withdraws

himself into it rather than learn the naked

truth about things. When you come to a High

Court Judge or member of the Exccutive
Council he is absolutely unapproachable. (n:
the case of judges administering civil jusiice

the harm, if any, arising from this affccts only

themsclves not the public. Bat = where it ex+
tends to Police and administrative officers the
injury is more to-the public. This evnl can
,only be remedled When the officers concern-

' -S"z'dé'Lighis&'?ﬁ India A’

ed are made to realise that men of superior
merit, even if not in the service to-day may

- become their official duperiors to-morrow, and

thus ensure respect and courtesy to all.
This system of direct appointment to high
offices has, in addition, the charm of making

_ the administration less woodesn, less iron, more.

flexible.  An infusion of fresh-blood will keep
it strong and eilicient, as also up-to-date ; while -
the possibility of better men being drafted
over their heads will make the officials strive
their utmost to give all- round satisfaction, for-
fear of being superceded. /It will make them
broaden their out-look on life generally and on
their work in particular Wwithout being trans-
formed into pocketted, side-tracked individuals..
It will also help them to grow in insight and,
deal with fellow-men with mor¢" kindness and
sympathy. The action and reaction of the
Indian official on the public and vice versa
will result in better relations between the twe
communities, British and Indian.

To-day the gap between the rulers and

“the ruled is very wide. This can only be re-

duced by setting up a fluid and elastic Indiar
element between the Bureaucracy and the
nlaS%b The Indlan Ministers, so far, have

..
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in  crossing the floor and 5

joining - the ranks ~on the other side without %
esh line &f communication with g

only . succeeded -

. setting up any fr
" the people. They seem to- think the
.attaited Bureaucratic rank rather than appre-
ciate the honour  and confidence reposed  in
them by the public.¥ This s_pells their ruin n
Abe final settling of accounts. For good and ;

for evil their power-and influence is slight,

‘at best temporary. The real - evil and its i
-proper solution. should be traced to the |
.underlings of the service who must be occa- |
~ .sionally stiffened with new. men and infused }
_ -with broader ideas till they come to believe that
‘they are scrvants of the public and not its -
masters. St T '
About these same underlings on whom

the Bureaucrat depends s0 much, and for’

-whose office-notes. he is ever thankful, he is
.sadly mistaken. It is one of the pecularities ;
.of the Indian administration that a man en-
-ters it with glee, but after a time becomes
.indifferent and comes out of it in many cases j
.seething with . disaffection and discontent.’
The number of ex-service men turned agitators 4

" is by no means small. Yet these are mostly:
ithe right-hand men ‘of the Bureaucracy while;

¥ C 3
. . ‘ ) 3

4
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they were'in the service. This clearly: proves.

~that tor e¢conomic reasons they entered

: (}ovemmcgt service " and danced to the
fureaucra.txc tune all the time they were tlere,.
ut Laving made their pile and earned their“
pension they went back to what they felt the
1ight thing. This may not be very honest
certainly not gratetul But they call i;
patriotism, which they claim, ranks higher
than honesty and gratitude. Surely this stat(;

* of affairs offers room for reflection.

On the other hand the masses have also.
been undergoing a mental) overhauling, the
exact nature and extent of which no Britisher
hgs yet realised. The Bureaucrat has wound.
himself into the belief that the educated class- -

" es, otherwise styled “ politically minded,” are

mostly disappointed -and discontented place
hunters who .create all this noise whilst the
a‘gitationv has not reached the masses. It ig ‘,
the present fear of the Government that the
N.C:Q. propaganda might hereatter rouse the
sleeping masses in the villages. No error “can
be turther from the truth. That propaganda
was at all rendered possible because the ground
has beeiz prepared and got ready to receive
seed a long time ago. True, it began with



- the educated classes.

~coping stone and

really taken place among

~mosques, temples, fairs an

- their sympathies between Brit:
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_The foreign travelled men
gave it an impetus; the Congress propaganda
strengthened it; *but 4tf\ek War gave it the
the finishing touches.

orrect estimate of what has
the masses and what
is on their minds we must watch them -at

their meetings and other places of gathering,
d festivals. Here

To forma- ¢

some people air their views and others get

their inspiration.

who were not till then aware that in Europe

there were other races than the British sudden-
ly evinced an interest in the great war and
.ranged themselves into two camnps dividing
an and Ger-
ur agitators made much

- many. Some amate
.capital out of the battles of Mons and Charleroi

. and when told about the fight on the Marne receiv-

ed the news with 2 smile. Every village, if
not every family with an English-knowing
member, subscribed for some daily paper and
_evening after evening large crowds met and
.discussed the latest war news—the agitators, no
_doubt, magnifying the losses of the Allies.
This continued _till every one Was convinced,
_at least, made to believe that Britain like any
Ct A

i

It is wonderful that people -

-
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defeats po;;r is ‘capable of checks, even
headed.by ;I!lnv_Came the Home Rule agim;ion
followed by hrs. .Besant, her internment, soon
great I er release, the Armistice and t}
,muddllopes that came “with it, the cco ?e
e and trade dislocation, the hich ;l(fmxc
o ‘ices,

. p

other little thin i
gs with fresh agitation -
' gitation " the
made people feel discontented and the Gti;dt
v-

,; €

-0 i
wg :lterests .anc,l partial to their countrymen
o otnhg with the advancing political de:
b ere has a}so been ‘a correspondin
Ieswg\;:e in ideas of independance and selfg-
With.pr,ozlrr;:i%e thg people. All Englishmen
_ "ideas and enlightened vi
N ghtened  view:
; :;?a :otm(i)rr:ily (;)bsew]:: these stirrings in th:
aind, but ve viewéd them wi
! t 1 ith
;Zipa]::ey and goodwill ; and earnest attempts
ave. d’n made to square the old idea of
gland’s tutelage of India with the new born

. self-respect of the Indian; and be it said to

;}: credit of Englishmen that not a few have
n found to welcome the change as opening

. @ vista of new possibilities.

The present unrest in India cannot, there-

- fore, be accounted for as the discontent caused

-
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by a few dlsappomted place -hunters. - On
the other hand we see to today men earning.
fabulous incomes at the Bar, in trade and
other occupations and who could not certainly
be place-hunters in any sense of the word,
‘making supsrhuman sacrifices devoting them-

selves and all to politics; others giving up titles. .

as a protest against the existing state of affairs,
yet ‘others braving the disgrace and hard-
ships of prosecution and jail. In prev ious political
agitations Britain could ask a. simple question :-

“How much more power for your Legislative -

Councils do you -want - this time, and what
additional appointments for your leaders?” and
the answer constituted the full political advance
‘the country had made till then. 1 No doubt
"demands for the repeal of the Arms Act
- Galt tax, Press Act, repressive measures, etc.,
walked in the train behind. Until recently
the masses had not felt that there was any-
thing wrong in the system of Government nor

felt any revolt against the ruling classes. But,

within the last three years, since M. Gandhi's.
interference in Khaira and Ch:xmpran and the
whirl-wind propaganda he set on foot, a mark-

ed change has taken  place in - the minds
and attitude of the people towards the:

. "
i

I

[ S
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Government, "There grew up a new. note of
criticism, a spirit of condemmation of present
institutions, a voilent decniab of the idea that;
the present ‘administration is well-conducted,.
leaving hardly amy room for improvement..
Amopg large classes of the . people, especially
_the younger generation, a new spirit has arisen, a
niew turn has appeared, making themr prepared to
go any length, face.any risk, undergc any sacri- -
‘ice, They are told of the stupendous sacrifices
that the young men of DBritain made in the
hour of that country’s peril, and ‘young Indians
are also asked to sacrifice something in their
turn for the good of their country. True, the
boyc.ott of schools was entircly out of all ,pro-
porho.n to the hopes entertained by Mr. Gandhi
‘gnd his lieutenants; the boycott of the law
courts and suspension of practicc by léwyers
was almost negligible. The outward results of the
present. political movement are not very great,
but the ferment is there right enough and still
powerfully agitates all minds, young and old.
.It has been said that the.whole thing mziy
be dismissed with contempt as the “half-baked
notions of the imperfectly educated”, who havc.
been - rendered the victims of new phrases

and . catchwords  by. th¢., morc experiensed
.‘. ¢ . )
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égitators. ‘But there is not a school-going boy

“+ who has' piot’ been infused with violent” -politi-
_ cal feelings, who has not been told ‘what his
" country ultimately wants and how it iay be

achieved. Plastic and impressionable,  these
young men, and boys are indeed tenaci'ous.
They resent being told that they are a subject-
race. - They retort by saying that if they are
a subject-race they. are the victims of tre.;:lchery,
because Britain did not conquer India but
made India. conquer herself for Britain. Having

. realised it,at least now, they seek to remedy the

evil at. once. They begin by refusing to re-
main a.mere cog-wheel in the machine of the
Empire. - They ‘declare that the Empire exists
for them and not they for the Empire. On
their banner is inscribed the motto adapted -
from Ireland, .. “Live India; perish the Empire.””.
They violently repudiate the idea that the.y
ought to be content with a slovst advance in
their political condition, dislike - intensely t‘he
committees and commissions intended to .in-

vestigate the changes necessary to ameliorate - -

their condition, suspect keenly the new educa-
tional policy inaugurated, treat the new Reforms
as a fraud committed on their . credulity and
meet evety action of the Gevernment with‘t.he

*
L .
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<ircumvent by subtle ‘means their right to ‘self-

© goverament.: At one. time any little kindness:

was appreciated; and - the Indian “could be
humoured. with a show" of listening to his
«demands. Now he wants something different,

. -and claims to be treated by Englishmen as an

. equal-—equal in politics, -in business, in society—
‘without which he finds his new born seli-

- respect. cannot thrive. In- the civilised ' cities

«of. the world Indians are' not treated with
~wespect, but often with jill-concealed contempt. -
The more active spirits in India are out te |

-+ rectify this. Raising the status of the Indian

~in India, in _Britain, in ‘the colonies and
elsewhere in the Empire, is his self-appointed
~task. This, he believes, is the only way to com-
.mand respect in other‘pa;r'ts of the world as well.

"The Bureaucracy “was prosecuting and .

' ‘suppressing the minor fry among the agitators

leaving the tallest heads alone. The immediate
Tesult of this is to bring the Government into
hatred, ridicule’and contempt. 'When Mahatma
Gandhi went about the ‘country denouncing the
Govesnment  as" unconstitutional, immoral,
unjust, satanic, he was allowed the right of free
- speech, but when his followers nsed less violant
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.
language ‘they wete: prosecuted and :convicted,.
printing presses were put on security.or.threaten--
ed 'with confiscation. Agitators have used this

. action of the government to serve their:ends

and depicted the government as wanting in cou-
rage where big men were involved but tvranis-
ing smaller men. , Behind all this there is a
great deal of quiet propaganda going om
among the masses not fully appreciated by
-the public and hardly known to the government.
Ask any man in. the street, even. a Muham-
- madan, what is meant by the Khilafat. You will!
find him_ supremely . ignorant. But ask hiu,
about the N. C.  O. and he will tell you in-
" vivid terms and excited tones, with shining-
eyes and dilated nostrils, the possible predica.
ment of Britain when N.- C. - O. order rules
the land. The idea tickles the vein -of

humour in. many people as they imagine the .

powerful British Government hclpless, the Col-
. lectors and District Judges grooming their owr:-
borses, thcir wives cooking their brealdasts
in time for the.-husbands: to get to court,
_which they themselves  dust and  sweep,
eagerly expecting the approach of -some

possible litigant or complainant, who does not, -

“as a rule; turn up.  The idea appeals to others

T wountry. ey
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' :as & means of paying .off .old scores; while
- 'yet .others._ take it up asa weapon of offence
' ;airxd.'deferice' in politicss The more intelligent

-arrony the Indians take up N. C.-O: on non-

violent lines as a-wmeans of individual and’
mtional discipline which will make them good

_ tellowers, those aléne being fit to lead who can
doilow : without questioning.- All this is done

im the strong  conviction that only as they fit

‘themselves can they hope to snatch and retain

a -bigger:role 'in the - government of their

-

: .
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. An unprecedented crisis in the relatwn&
between England and lodia has now arisen. -

‘Britain has realised this in some measure and
sent out one of her foremost statesmen whom
she selected in her time of direst need to proceed

to the New World to win American help i -

the war.. That the same personage and no
other is found to suit the present requirements
in India is significant. - Khilafat has taker root ;
N.C.O. is spreading ; economic discontent Ias
not even been faced ; while the new ministers

are asked to take charge of their various -

departments with a depleted treasury. Recent.
Iy Volunteer organisations had been started
and civil disobedience was all - but actually
~ begun. The Burcaucracy met the gituation
- by prohibiting ' public meetings, littlc realis-

ing that the worst form  of sedition is not -
found on public platforms but in private houses, -

- market places, mosques and temples.  So far, it.
has been very: ineffective ; and in every instance
where a prohibitive erder was served the meet-
ing did not fail to come off. To-day hundreds

' . and thousands of India's proudest and noblest.

R I T S
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‘sons are voluntarily eourtmg arrest and im~ |

prisonmpgnt by . mtentlonally violating exes
cutive orders and even legal commandments.
But a worse evil, secret, underhand, propaganda,
is sure to be set on foot which no Government,
however powerful . or vigilant, can detect or
remedy. - This is the present state of India put.
in a nutsheh. < -

A .new order must ewolve out of all " this
muddle and confusion. As has been pointed
out elsewhere, the solution lies between Re-
construction and Restoration. Re-construction -
must be aiong existing lines, an improvement
on the present; Restoration is of the old pre-
British institutions with the exception.of the
invasions from outside .and the internecine
quarrels of which our history gave us a plentiful
supply. Re-construction is what most men have. |
in .mind—Re:construction political, '-economic
and educational—a kind of team-play between
the twe  races, British and Indian, based on
the common interests of hoth. = It is no good
telling  India that she has got at- present all
that she'is  really fit for. Something- has to
be done and the . sooner it is done the bette,

" for both countries. All that is left is tb arrive

at an early . understanding as to yhat that - is
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to he and ascettain correctly what is wantmg i
and where, and the best way of aupplyxng it 4
To give .in time is to give: twice over: e
"+ But. the .party of . Restoration or the N.C: -
0. s do not look to Governors and‘Viceroys °
or even to.Parliament and British electors for 4
a solution. . of . the “difficulty. They are all .
agreed- that the solution rests with themselves, |
viz., by co-operating with one another and non-
co-operating with the British. In their hauds, they
think, they.have the means of getting all that they
~ want, without so muchas stiiking one blow,to /
get it all, Non-co-operation. with the Govern- *
ment, they. say, means co-operation among the 1
governed. ' By. this means they hope to evolve |
4 working basis for advancing the common
interest having due. regard to the intcrests of
their country at large, and with a tixed aim to
cripple -the .trade of Britain which alone Leepq :

the wolf away ‘from -Britain's door. ‘

- If the Restoration scheme is adopted t)ie ;
industrial evolution of the - country on modern
lines will be.put back by four- centuries, the :
education of our children on modern lines wiil .
‘be retarded most deplorably.. Politics may get -

tangled and .inevitable confusion will' result. .If
_she. wishes to be a- modem natlou ludia. de
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*.ithen have to begin agam from where shir start- -
" «ed 2 hundred years ago. Under these .- circam- -
stances the' Wrecker alone may have his innings
.and may gain all that the others stand to lose.
The present is a state of marking time, leaving
the door open to anyone to enter. The work
«of Re-construction must begin immediately -or
the Restorer will step in.  In the. :absence of
ither of these the Wrecker is sure to-go into -
l.occupation. Then pohticq, mduslms, educatxon, ‘
all will take wing. o o
- Now, as at any other time before, there~
is no occasion for panic. 141' every country and-
in every community there ' are sur¢ to be a
-certain’ number of people who delight in hug-
.ging 2 bogey. ' The Russian invasion of ‘India, =
the Yellow Peril, the German invasion. of
IEngland, being only some of the more promin-
-ent among them.  Fortunately the ‘greater:
mumbér, at least, "among the leaders ‘of “ the
‘community, kept an amazingly sound and cool |
head on their shoulders. " In the same’ ‘Way, in
India also the highér rung of ‘the Buremcracy
is  trying to- adopt and nourish a bogey ™ pre~
senited’ by their subordinates and, imagining the
,possxbmty of & revolution, unconscnously create

a pamc. sInvanably out of touch with the peo-'
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ple of the country they depend ﬁ'pon their un-
derlings for information.®: The position of the
underlings is- peculiar; - 1 have heard ‘it said

by many that unless they supply information
in plenty they are considered dull and ultima- .
.tely put down as unfit for promotion. Civilian- :
officials and Superintendents of Police - livirg -

idolated from the public and looking to their unde- -
tlings for information expect to be kept conti-.
nually informed ; and the underling, in his over-
~anxiety to display his alertness and the extent
of his activities, furnishes nom-existent detaiis
with copious exaggeration of the existing ones.
This information is paraded without disclesing its -
source to other underlings and more is invited. .
These worthies determined, not to be behind-

hand their boss. freely draw upon their imagi- "

nation. : Under the Indian elimate and in its.
congenial atmosphere the situation soon - de-

velops into a -.sensation. - Often . the public.

‘come to know -of these . supposed. happenings

from some petty clerk or other Government
servant.. The Burcaucrat in his turn  sends.

thrilling accounts of --all . this ito the local
Government first by wire in -code - words and

follows it up with a brilliant despatch, mean--
' while adopting  * gmergency measures” to sup--

’Schem.ro} Remristmetm /ﬁ o1

ress an outbreak that brews bnly‘ “in: imaginas’ -

tion. No.doubt a condiderable - contingent of
quice and military force will be - kept  ready - -
and made to parade the streets. . The peoplc .
of the place get news of the events :in their
own locality from the Press Bureau and Publi-

" city Board or from the Associated Press of

Indig telegramsj—-an excellent testimony to the :
cfficient way outbreaks are dealt with. A few

' days later the district officials get - encomiums

from the head of the province. The. reference
by the district officials of jthe excellent work
done by their subordinates is acknowledged by -
the ‘Government, followed by . promotions, ‘

. titles and rewards all round. -~ - ..

~ This is the way the Bureaucrat gets his

~ notions of the happenings in India. No Govern-

ment, however feeble, has ever been subvert-
ed by such happenings nor are they likely to.- -
create a revolution hereafter. But there are -
tore serious things happening elsewhere * that
are not quite so innoccuous. T
" Actual outbreaks' of any kind “there ~'will:
sot be in India, at any rate, for sometime to-
come. Recent . tragical occurrences’ taught both
sides enough for that. The nonwiolerit teachings. .
OfAMr.‘ Gandhi have taken root in the wiinds of °
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. people. ‘Anyway, that name works: ﬂvonders in
ithe popular mind to-day.* To cripple the adminis+
tration, to make it ridiculous in popular eyes,
is the 2im and end of Non-Co-operation ; and
.civil disobedience of law is the last  step .

‘that direction.. If jails are intended ‘merely to 7

sestrain the activities' of people that cbject is
.easily : gained;: but .as a " method of
. punishment the institution ~becomes a signal
failure if the man coming out of jail is hailed asa
‘hero, martyr, patriot and superman. \Vith such
prospects ahead thousands can always be found,

.especially in India, to.go to jail and even the -

--same man several times. That this is actually
so may be seen from the lives of Tilak, Harkis-~
san Lal, Bepin Chandra Pal, - Motilal Nehra

Lajpat. Rai, C. R. Das and many.others.

Real danger does not lurk in the persons of such
men who are all gentleman, in every case
highly - honourable., - ‘With a_ bloodless civil

" war  threatening in all directions, with irrespon-

sible young men, “half-educated and full of half
haked notions of 'law and-politics, going about
with Gandhi’s name -on their. lips,and possdssed
.of the power to bring abont all sorts of confusion
and dislocation, the real dangeris not far to seek.
The outlook ;of :the masses_on life generally is
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not very cheering. . The ‘situation is aboit as

. bad as it could be.- Starvation “is seent on
_every side; mew taxes are in the wake; the

administration ‘is becoming more -and morc

~ top-heavy and trade is at a stand still; rents.

and prices are rising day by day, unemploy-
ment is increasing and people become poorer
and poorer. Bitter passions are’ smouldering
everywhere ; and what is worse, mutual distrust

‘and ill-will between the rulers and the ruled

aré not on the wane.
" Discontent is the order of the day Tl"c

European officials are dissatisfied because of

the * Reforms” that curtailed their powers,

. Owing to the abnormal rise in rent and prices

they demand further increases of pay. The
subordinate services are - discontended because
of their heavy work and unsatisfdctory remunc-
ration ;. the non-gazetted officers are still’ more
discontented, and the classes of men in still
lower places threatened to str:ke and got in-
creased salaries in many cases.  The rank and
file of the people are thoroughly -discontented
because they feel that they-exist for the adminis-
tration instead of : the admmlstratxon exxbtmg
for them. s Dl N P
Indian admnmstr:itwn at” prcsent '8 sort

.
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-~ of famxly affair between Eump&n oﬂicxals and

< their..Indian subordinales from: which the ave .

- rage non-official Indian is kept religiously ont.
. Feeling has become so strong that between the

Indiag ‘Government servant and the public '

-there is no sympathy or understanding:- He is
-still feared in many cases, but not generally
Joved. In some instances he has seived to
exhibit - his Eyropean superior as a mere tool
‘acting- on the wrong advice of an Indian
-underling. - As one coming directly in.contact
~with the rank and file of Indians he rules their
lives and libertiesand generally stands -in theix
eyes for Government. His ignorance, narrow-
mindedness, incapacity and pettiness are all'put
-down, - wherever found, as attributes of the
-Government of which he is the personification
.in popular - esteem. A whole district covering
- some- thousands of myles of square area, with
.a population of several lakhs, with only a few
European, officials scattered here and there and
* .those too proud to mix with the people, with
.the nearest public road some miles away from

most places, Postand Telegraph offices farther

.away still,-with only a Village Munsif getting
.a salary-under ten rupees a month, the British
Government, the Indian Legislative bodies and

» B 1
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-other mstxtntlons 'zre as - well known to the
~average villager - as '+ the - Arctic- Ocean, the
‘Centaur or the Umcom. But whatever may be

the order- prevailing elsewhere he finds himself

. surrounded by appalling - poverty,. dirt and
~disease, rising prices and rents, taxes growing,

money market getting - tighter and interest
leaping. Slowly into his mind has crept a
2. stubborn suspicion that his :claim to be

‘treated as a humar being has subtly been
-circumvented. -~ He finds all the political reforms
‘hitherto conferred enfranchising the rich man

who has already proceeded to. settle the

‘political house . in order. The rich man’s

interests are-now secured in every way$} but the

;poor’ man stands exactly where he stood before

the Montford Reforms, with only this differ-

-ence, that whereas. formerly he had only the

\WVhite Bureaucrat to please, he has now the
Brown Bureaucrat dressed as Minister in addi-

“tion. -

The politxcal and economic posmon of the
masses has changed for the worse. Tweo years

-ago the rich and poor alike in the land com-
bined to agitate against the imposition of any

new tay, and inmpst cases such. agitation was

in the name and on behalf of the poor. When
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~the Salt tax was abolished the Congress claiméd

a victory and. paraded it for the benefit of the: .

masses. . The ery-then: was that the Iidians
poor .were unduly : taxed, that they were not

given .education, sanitation and medical relief

in any degree .worth. mentioning. Under the:
present order...these things are left to . the
Transferred Departments that start life  with.
-a bankrupt treasury and as unrealxuble auactu
full powers to tax. . - ¢ -

Add to this the fact that the Mnmstryj

of 'Agrieulture and.- Development is ‘also a
Transferred -Department. So far as we see
now,” and as we may reasonably - expect, for

many Years - to coine, the majority .in- the .
Councils and consequently the Ministers also-

‘will in all probability be drawn from the landed
classes.or their decpendants. To-day the Govern-
‘ment claim .to have opened the door for the

‘democrat to entcr the Indian political - arena

by lowering the franchise and widening. the
electorate. Thcy have told us . explicitly or
" impliedly that in future elections influence will
not ‘work and that corruption will fail in its
purpose. - It was complained by the mnon-

Brahmins. of . the Madras™ Presidency that -the '
Brahmin official plaved a great. part in"former.
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+ elections o the I.egislative Councils and that
~in most cases he oot - his - relations elected.

\VWhereas to-day, we are told that the electorate
is too wide for such activities and that coupled

" with the rules of canvassing and taking elec-.

tors to the polling stations and the obligation
of submitting a list of expenses of all candi-
dates, successful and unsuccessful, fagrness in
election tactics is assured.

- There never wag a more grievous error;
so much so, that the point is not worth
seriously disputing. Al those acquainted with
the secret workings that preceeded the Reforms
know that one of the aims of the Reforms,
wae to keep the lower and middle classes as
much out of the new councils as ever. The
only classes. that can muster strong are the
landholders and the ri¢h merchants. - Both by
their influence among the ryots and other tenants
and by their great wealth the landholders
conld easily keep out any competitor. A
candidate wishing to send by post an election
manifesto to every voter in a moderate  sized
constxtuency of thirty thousand electors has to
spend a thousand rupees when postage is only
half anna per letter. Most candidates have to -

send four, five, even more manifestoes and

.7
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reminders before each election. . Again, one
agent working ten hours a day may be able
to interview about twenty clectors if he spends
only holf an hour " to go, talk and convince
that elector about the elegibility of his particular
-candidate. Working twenty-five davs 2 month
he may be able to intervicw uabout five' hun-
dred electors. f the canvassing and electioneor-
1ng campaign goes on for three or four months
before the polling at ledst twenty men are
required to go round to the ciectors even once.
Paying thetn on an average Lfty rupees a

month it costs about five thousand rupees, to

which should be added the travelling and other
cxpenses. The last election, wherever there
was a contest, cost most candidates anything

between ten thousand and thirty thousand rupees; -
and in one instance the’estimate came to about
afty thousand. Few . lawycers, and for the

matter of that no man who worked to make
his fortune will be disposed to spend all thig
money solely to enable him to sit in a toy
_ council denuded of all real powcrs, where the
best day's proccedings fall cousiderably short
of the average good scnse and decorum of
- many college debating societies. Bureaucracy is
in ecstacies hecause the lawyers as a class have

:f
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ibeen keptout. Butthe successful lawyer is the
man who frequently comes into contact with
the rank and file of the people, is in fact their

“friend, philosopher and guide. In every country

and at all times the lawyer bas been the natural
Jeader of the people and fountainhead of their
politics ; and when the Government of India
showed an  unrcasonable dislike to the lawyer
in pelitics it showed that either their imagina-
tion was deccascd,” their system unhealthy or
their reading of the situation deplorably wrong,
Yet they have now a lawyer as Viceroy and
all lately another as Governor. a

In india the only alternative to the lawyer

in politics is the landholder. It does not -

require much kLnowledge of politics nor the
intellect of a genius to realisc that between

.che landholder reppesenting 'the most conser-
vative form of vested interests and an oppres-

sed, poverty-stricken mass of people striving
to get greater opportunities for existence, not
10 say prosperous conditions, there can;"’I?ut be
iittle in  common, if they are not -'idtallvy

- antagonistic to each other. It goes without ,
saying that to maintain the one in power and
prosperity, the other (ust at least be kept

sstationary, marking  time.’ ” The increased

iy

Y
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prosperity of ~either can only be at the-
expense - of - the other. In India - land:

is the most important source of revenue. 1&

government becomes more costly or new acti-

vities become urgent and the money rcquired.
has to come primarily from land, it is plain
that either the landlord or tenant will have to-
To-day the landholder is :to cecide-
.the question of payment both for himself and.
his constituents, made up chiefly of rvots and.
other tenants. This is the alternative that the-

find it.

Reforms have given the Indian Demos.

But it is asked why should the tenant
elect the landlord, why not choose another as.

-his representative. The answer is twofold.

IFirst, none but another landhelder can afford.

to fight out such an expensive campaign and:

secondly, if the average voter knew his interests.

accurately and had the courage to act up to

that knowledge the volume that contains. the-
reforms will become a back number, if it ever
Unfortunately, these: -

votervr-*a.m supplied with ready-made opinions.
u{bn which they have to act. At the last election.

came to. be written at all.

"« not even 3 per cent. -of the successful candidates

got in by merit or through popular favour. The:

appalling cost of an election campaign kept out

I

LT
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.ence of - the

Aratichise down to the ten rupee level.

to-day the half-exlucaééd classg

10 the Bureaucracy and givelg
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1housands of eligible persons, in many - cascs
the most capable and the best; while the influ-
. rich landholders, " powerful and
inluential - cnough’ to- appress the petty ryots
incase of disubedience, also gravitated in favour
of the wealthicr candidate. To-day, the councils
are the rich man’s assemblies where the poor
are not represented by cven one member of
their free choicg, ct]though they have in thur
hands the right to vote. :

The short-sightedness of the authors of the
reform is particularly noticeable in -this. - Till
the reforms the Bureaucracy argued that the
‘masses in India were not fit to handle the
vote. DBut nothing indicates the causes that led
to a sudden change of opipion that brought the
Ido not
blame. the Bureaucracy for this action, though
1 do for leaving it unfinishcd. If it was their
object that the masses should have power in their
mmds rathcr than any one class in partxcul.u,

This might afford sote temfl
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pite from sharp criticism. Meanwhile the edu-

cated classes have capitaliscd the grievances of
the people as against both the landhelders and.
the Bureaucracy and ushered in Non-Co-ope-
ration that now taxes the ingenuity and energy
of the Government. ‘

To-day, therefore, the poor men are enfran-

chised in law; but the rich men are provided A

. with all power in the land, as though thev are
the specially appointed class from which the
members of the Legislative bodies should be
exclusively selected.  This done they will natu--
rally see that the increased taxation necessary
under the Reforms does not fall upon them wher-
ever elseit may fall. It can then only fall npon
those other classes whose interests are now left

in the hands of people who are their natural

enemics. The rich man, even before the reforms,
had all that he wanted. His only fear was
that he may be too heavily taxed. This too
he can now control to a large extent. Ilis

e S AT A T
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o an army and 2 navy. “...}e has them. To lead
*them in time of war is dangerous; to tramn

them in times of ‘peace s tiresome. Hewould
rather pay British officers to do it. Governing
is difficult. 1t requires knowledge, upderstanding,

application. Governing be bothered | He leaves
that also to others. .With an army and
navy for big things _ready provided and the

task of administration amounting to diffi-
~cult brain work left to those with a taste

for it, he only wants for the small things
of life the policeman nnd the local adminis-
trator. He' has them handy too, ever ready
to oblige him on the off-chance of his put-
ting in a good word. when promotion is in
prospect. For the rest the rich man’s doctrine
is laissezfaire and only asks to be let :}]one.
He can shift for himself, has enough wealth
to secure him all the happiress he requires.
Markets are good, prices of grain and = other
things that his lands yield run high, interest
on the money he advances to tenants is heavy;

”econg%interests once secured in this mannet
e L b

Pry S é&j{ﬂ position . always assured both. .
7 %ihﬁh& .Sgle and the Bureaucracy, be is- Fven if this were not so the tenants are handy

5" content to\‘;&’i’ve‘ any form of Government and and always provide some P"ete’ft to seek .the
¢ any system oféadministration. He is afraid of - » - rich man's % help” which has its own price,
w b Polshevism, fwr%;i:ocialism. " For this he wants. duly charged and collected. Once, therefore,
% i; ; » ; . ) . L )
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and he has a substantial balance at the Bank.
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the councils are enlarged and either the land-
holder himself or his puppet gets elected he
can control everything elsé easily. For all
this monsy alone is ~wanted. He, therefore,
linds the prescnt situation quite satisfactory
and gets excited when he sces any attempt to
criticise it adversely. :

What the present. political situation
teaches us is this: The appeal to the political
instinct of India first by Mrs. Besant and
more recently by Mr. Gandhi and the success
that attended on each occasion shows that the
rauk and file of the population can no longer
be ignored as a sleeping mass steeped in
ignorance. The successive hartals and the
ready response of all classes, even the mer-
chants and traders whose pockets are greatly
affected thereby, show that - all have begun to
understand and appreciate what they are told.
The readiness with which Hindus took up the
Khilafat agitation and vigorously carry it on
with the Mussalmans, the All-India outcry
about thc outrage at the Jallianwallah Bagh,
the readiness with which thousands of men,
women and childrep accept Mr. Gandhi as
lecader and show their anxiety to do his bid-
ding, whil¢ similar commands and messages

-contempt,

.other countrics,

Scheme of Reconstruction 105

from other persons fall flat or cvoke sco‘rn‘»:md
41l tend to show that India to-day
s as much a nation as England, Germany,
France or America. And -more ; because unlike
she gladly follows one leader.
We may laugh at the N.C.Q. movement over
a cup of tea or at the dinner table. But
the spirit that has been awakencd in the peo-
ple - and makes them submit to very hard

. discipline, even to show the unsmitten check

to the smiter, goes facther than all the launghter
in the world and all the prandial and pot-
prandial hilarity. In ’hi:s state of unseulcd'
order and excitement something has to be done. ~
\What is that, is the question.

So far, judging by the results, British
statesmanship i India has fallen far too short
of the requirements. ~ The English mind is all
.developinent on one side and utterly rudimen-
tary on the other. The English people have
shown beyond doubt that they are intelligent,
clever, resourceful, and what is better than all
these things put together, pusscss an uncommon
degree of commonsense that has carried them
farther than any other racc and established

. their ascendency over the - greater part of the

globe. - But in point of sympathy, the one

<
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thing neceqsary for dealing with races drf(erer't
from themselves in detajls as in cnqentxais, and’
much more - so in matters that ° dm(!e and”
demarcate the human races f'om ‘one (ﬁrothor
as wide apart gs the poles, tI*e} have: Hhmvu"
a lack of imagination (truly: lrm]d?zrmg
What is a patent reality to any other man in-
India often remains a closed mystery to an
Engli~~man; and even when broaght ‘;_t;:) his
notice sometimes obstimtely refuses to sée, a nd
tells you, more or less politely, that he doss fiof
brlieve you. I bhave known English under-
graduates directed by their tutors to dev ote two
hours a day to Roman Law rﬂlwmwx devot-
‘ing the allotted two hours day after day, week
after week, wet or ﬁne,{i}oiida}' or working day,
during term and vac'ttlon, until the examination
in Roman law is. -over.” I have secen older
Englishmen going to - d “Club for months ind
years and sitting in- “the “same chair, in the
same corner, ordermgr th@ seme drink, reading
the same favourite paper or magazine, desiring
po change, appreciating none when found neces-
sar}. I have known an, Enq‘;shl.lan, typical
'of his class, whomade it a point to eat an:
apple exactly at midday and did it for years,.
feeling - miscrable if there was  a- break. Al

R
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this shows steadiness, - discipline of the mind,
the capacity and training for success in life;
but it also means moving along a rut, inability
to get out of it and the ‘negation of all

,mitiative and imagination.

But the Indian mind is constituted difier-
ently. Quick, sharp, and sensitive it is highly
imaginative, so much so, that imagination
sometimes takes the place of coromonsense..
Alike in the arts of peace as of war, imagi-
nation played the largest part in  India’s his-
tory. We may go further and sav that at
all ages the undve devgopment of the imagi-

‘native faculty rendered the Indian less and

less practical, and always succumbed to the
hard-headed practicality of any foreigner that
took the trouble to invade India. One pe-

- culiarity that India possesses, and in - this

respect she is like Ireland, is that the invader
invariably loses his distinguishing characteris-
tics and soon gets merged among the local
population, adopting before long their WAaVS.
and ideas. W e, therefore, find to-day Hindu
and Mussalman, Parsee and Christian, Sikh,

Buddhist and Jain, all standing up for Irdin

-and her rights with one voice, while the Euro-

peans, one and all, exclaim that India is not
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a nation but a continent of nations, if not
a hetcrogenous mass of human beings. One
‘extraordinary fraud practised on Europeans in
India, especially in the law  courts, is that
witnesses are attempted to be discredited on
“the ground of their belonging to the same caste
or the same religion, and an unfailing source
of motives alleged for offences or for prefer-
ring false complaints is some old animosity
between two individuals and cne of them
getting Ins  castemen  or co-religionists  to
_support him. But the unimagwative English
" civilian fails to see that this rule is not observed
generally or in many cases, of for the matier of
" that in any case, as all classes of people help
one another in' their litigation. Yet in judg-
ments wec often read of witnesses discredited

only for rcasons of similarity in caste or reli- -

gion and believed for no other cause than their

.differences in the same. 1f only the Civilian -

Judge could see the glances and smiles in court
s this trick is practised on him or the loud
merriment evoked when the simple artifice
goes down his unsupecting throat he will feel
mnclined to invoke the aid of Martial Law
for punishing this violation of the dignity of his
-great self and the majesty of the law court

5
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. Thus, today, caste and religion exist in
India more for the benefit of the European
than of the ordinary Indian. The Bureauc;qt
finds it useful to make his task of Govomme;lt
easier ; while the Indian with an eve vto his
pro.spects calls his religion and ca'ste to his.”
assistance for purposes of appointment—eacﬁ
believing that he has hoodwinked the other
In the fundamental principles that lie at the

- bottom of society and politics in India most

Indians are in agreement. That this is the-
truth is seen from the fact that when an appeal
was made in the namé of the Motherland
all classes, castes and religions mustered strong |
round the banner of Mahatma Gandhi. He
had promised us muchand has only given large
orders for starvation and hartals. Yet his
bold on the Indian public is unprecedented.
He says, stop business, and shops are auto-
matically closed. *“ Do not eat for twenty-four
hours,” he says, and the order is religiously
cbeyed. “Do not vote”, he says, and whole elec-
toral areas go without a man appearing at
the polling booths. What is the reason for
all this? *
People talk about the Khilafat grievance.
It is at best a highly magnified picture of the-
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violation of a secondary religious sentiment—
but a prominent peg on which | something else
hangs. When the Indian Mussalman fought
Turkey be certainly fought for that country’s
. overthrow and not for its enhanced prestige in
Europe or . Asia. Even to-day ninety-nine
Musalmans out of a hundred do not know
what on  carth Khilafat means and wherein
the grievance lies. Nine hundred and ninety-
nine Hindus out.of a thousand are not any
wiser. And it took a Hindu by birth, a jain
by persuasion, Barrister by training, philan-

.thropist and agitator by profession, recluse by

habit, saint and sanyasi by choice, to lead the
)Khilafat movement in India, advocating the
use.of soul-force and the adoption of the spin-
ning wheel as the only weapon of offence to
_redress that gricvance. ;
» It is, therefore, clear that. the lure of t‘m.
_reforms and the promise of more on the same
lines do not mect the popular demand. They
inay still satisfy the richex classes, as indecd
_they have alrcady satisfied. The poorer Indian
. claims to get the right *to Live ' guarranteed
to him, - frec from official, now-oflicial and
un-official interference. He wants the ancient
~village community with its  parchayat system
¥ : g
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for revenue, civil, military, police and- magis-
terial functions of State revived, where these

{unctions will be discharged - by human beings

rathet than by automatons. Every man will-
ing to carn his living should get a chance to
‘earn it. There must be schools to teach the
young and hospitals to cure the sick. He
-does not pine for the factory system that has
caused the West its life, liberty and soul ; but
asks for co-operative concerns and  cottage -
industries that give the individual work with-
out -slavery, adequate penmneration  without
strikes, freedom from lockouts and plenty of
leisure for study, recreation and-pleasure.
The conflict we witness to-day is, ‘therc~
fore, one between the rich and the poor,
between the rich man's government and the

- poor man's wants.

This is the etersal struggle in world

" politics, which philosophic India had solved ages

ago but which material England ~ upset with
rude and irreverent hands.

It would seem that  this is Mahatma
Gandhi’s attitude and that he has shaped his
{uture work on that plan. According to him
the way to power and freedom is along the
line of preparation, effort, sacrifice, simplicity
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of life, staying power and dmupime His:
movement generally and his - persomality inj
particular proved that under the cuidance ‘of a;
master-mind that rises superior to personal
glory and selfish ends the man-power of the+
country can be called out at a moment's
notice to undergo - any sacrifice and pursue-
any line of action. He has made the nation
realise that the road to freedom is not studded
with platforms, that the heroes of a hundred 1
plaitforms, or even a thousand, can never take

India anywhere near Swaraj, unless the nation ‘1

is prepared to do its duty to the country by
making itself eelf-contained in respect of food -
and clothing ; by simplifying life and wants
becomes contented and healthier in body and

mind ; that the best way to get Swaraj is to-:
acquire a spirit of independence without tryving .
to oppose aeroplanes with slings and stones,

bayonets with spades and sickles, bullets with.
insolence. and Martial law with threats of
lawyer’s notice.

The masses in India are broadcning the
basis of their existence. - They are not con-
tent to remain satisfied with a wholesome view 4
of the fatherhood of the Bureaucracy and the |
brotherhood of the rich landholder. They have
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" come to believe that they got a separate exis-

tence ard a destiny higher than as hewers of
wood and drawers of water. Above all they
claim the right to a full meal, cloth to cover

- their person and a roof to shelter their head.

The days of old ideas and traditions are gone.

" The times are far too critical for the rich-man

and his government to still indulge in their
pet notions -and try to defeat the new forces
that ‘are . coming into action. The present
political ferment is not a peculiarity of the
Indian soil. . The whole of Europe is still
groaning under its weight. America  lives in
dread of it. Under all circumstances compro-
mise is the essence of statesmanship. To
prevent friction wherever possible between man
and man, between classcs and classes, between
themselves -and the people is the duty of all
Governments. . The time has come in India
as it came in England and other countries
earlier, for the Government the rich man and
the poor all playing the game together. Team
play has now become essential to success in
the match, however much individual players
may suffer thereby in their personal glory.

- The rich man wants the poor man to produce,

and produce as much as he can. The Govern-
s ,
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ment want him to help them in office during__
pcacé.; in the field during war to‘ be a semi-
genius ‘in the office room, a hero in the hz?tt]e_-
field,” but an absolute dunce at -all other tmuf,s
and in all other respects, especially where hfs
own intcrests are concerned. DBut between 'hls
quill pen and sword. ‘he has learnt a thing
or two which he: now attgmpts to turn
to account.. Who can blame him?

From. the present empasse .there are but
two ways of escape. The first is by co-opera-
tion calculated to conciliate the con.ﬂ;ctm%
mterests of all pz.lrtie§ })y a T(:Lf)rgstr}J?:13{1 ot
socicty ‘on -lines beneficial Fo Al Oy i gillgeil
team-play with all parties in ihe field ti . t «:le
goal is reached and the: ma.tclll won ’ te:
sccond is brushing aside the existing Tgrkt 0‘
generations and getting back . to_ thz? old days
of Vedic ideals and village institutions.

*

IMMEDIATE DEMANDS.

YVith the British'Emergencj Committec
headed by Lord Ampthill and blessed by Lords

" Sydenham, Curzon and the rest of the con-

servative noblemen, who pride on their know-
ledge of India by reason of having served out
here a five-year sentence of banishment from
their mative land, muking  themselves busy in
EFngland on the one hand and the ‘unceasing
activity of Non-Co-operators on the other, both
the British Cabinct and other responsible men
and the leaders and masses in this “country,
-are alike waiting for inspiration as to imnpend-
ing changes. As pointed out already the choice
1s only between Reconstruction and Restora-
tion.  The N.C.0. movement may succeed.
There is no reason to think that it will not,
‘because its scheme is so simple and it is a
wonder why it has not succeeded already. The
wnly explanation onc can offer for this is
that N.C.O. leaders do not organise them-.
sclves to carry out a settled  programme but
i effect work moie or less as free lances,’
and if not actually non-co-operating with one

»
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ther a:t‘-‘ieast do not 'co-opemfe.v It thfexr*
iy dvertised but equally maligned spin-
m'uCh ;:1 N\.C.O.‘ National schools and {n-<
o e‘:l; r;cultuml activity, Cottage industries.
Tl kha%da'r take the place of the present
:'\:gustrialtinstitutions. educational methods and
1

ofessional activities, we may legitimately say
pr

. 1} the work and
goodbye t:a';ls and more. The supporters ot
seventy v laim that trade, industry

vestedinteretts them to=day, wilk
d commerce, asWe see 1 : U )
anl. wing  and what the coming to?lt
" : s as  suits-
tvill usher instead we have tf) gues; st
our individual fancies. - A life o L ’

t aid to the cultiva-
- oolicity may be a great el
S_‘!“P‘“} ysoul-force but to make Inidm tafua \:;r
tl}on oarnong the great nations of the world the
place

- as the non-
specific sounds inadequate. So far as

H d ’ o 1 ,1 a]!

order vile,
. .ders the present. N
this. He conside bore viciated and  existing

prevailing atmosy 4 e
?r?mutions all tainted and upb't et qe:‘cnw
1:5 rding to him the work of the past sevent

cCO

© o ogtess, but
., marks * not  Pprog 7
ars and more T o
}:\‘tional deterioration, &0 that‘:x:hm: 15\.6 !
at not appear Aanyitis A
that  away does not | 1
calamity in his eyes.

1

progress of the last.
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.. The Moderate politician's way out of the

wresent. difficvlty is by a process of Reconstrug-
dion. By this he means the co-ordination of
ithe conflicling interests of all classes with
a view to reconcile them and promote their
-common interests by intelligent co-operation
Aill the national goal is reached and the best
results produced. In the process each side.
aas to give and take something. Without this
compromise nothing is possible. So far as
the masses are concerned a dead-lock. is
setting in. . They are ’being told, aud slowly
the belief is gaining ground, that the solution

it their problems and the amelioration of

their condition rest with themselves and not
with governors and Viceroys, Secretaries of
State and Cabinet Ministers, If they arive at a
working basis for advancing their mutual -inter
«sts and ignore the Government never seeking
its aid and giving none, the future will be in
iheir hands. The Non-co-operator is not . for

+industrial organisation, in the shape of facto-

ries, limited liability companies and gigantic
trusts, but for archaic simplicity—each man
for himself and God far all. = This was India’s
considered opinion after centuries, of experi-

anents, her one lasting inheritence. through all

»
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the troubles of foreign invasions and internicine-
wars ; what she still preserves in her villages

where- town life and Western civilisation are
still unknown. The village community must

therefore remain the basis of all future’
schemes of Reconstruction. There must be a

representative council for every village. - For-
every ten villages or so must have another
csuncil with representatives from all the vil-

lages. The taluk must have its council, as

* also the district,—the province having its legis-
lative council as at present.

Most Indians feel that to-day the villages have-
the privilege of returning a member to the legis-
lative council. This member in most cases has.
not seen the villages he claims to represent.
And no blame on him for that. Even toeday
there are villages one hundred and one hundred.

fifty miles distant from ‘the nearest railway

station, ten miles and more from the nearest
public road and much farther away still from

the mearest- post or telegraph office. Yet these

out of the way villages ate supposed to be-
represented in the council at the capital towns.
Commonsense tells' us that they can oniy be
served by institutions nearear home with first
hand knowledge ‘of the local conditions,. that.

&
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can- take the work on hand ‘in- time and
bring it up to the highter authorities for sanc-
tion, if necessary; but in most cases posses-

~ sing the power to do all things needful or

beneficial to the community; and do that as
and when found necessary. -

Again, the legislative councils must be
enlarged. - Franchise in constituencies with
thirty- thousand voters and more in a countr):'
without enough roads and less railways are
useless to the electors and no bed of roses
to the candidates. OP the other hand there
must be a member to ropresent every five

- thousand voters. *~ Plural voting must be

abolished to make each member responsible to
a certain section of the electors and answer-
able only to them for his actions. Elections
to councils must be direct as at present. The
self-conciousness of the people has grown
sufficiently for that. -
In: every village or group of  villages
there ‘must be set up Bench Courts . for the
trial of criminal cases and Panchayat Courts
for civil cases, with much wider powers than
at present. The system of trial. by jury
should: be introduced. - Arbitration Boards
must be established as in Baroda . and execu-
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tive and judicial functions must be separated.
There must be an elementarv-widol in every
-village and high school and technical inst;tute for
groups of villages. The Headman of the
village must have police functions with a
posse of constables, paid and honorary to help
him. There must ba a fair and equitable
distribution of the land in the village—the
State first acquiring and selling it to the
people on easy payments spread over a
period of fifty years or more. Where in
any village land is scarce, the unoccupied areas
and lands now lying waste should be utilised
' by encouraging the founding of new villages.
For any surplus population still ieft over

State should give facilities and assistance to

start industries on both large and small
scales on co-operative basis so as to avoid
ultimate contigencies of strikes and lock-outs

with consequent breaches of the peace. A
uniform rate of taxation of land according to

area and quality should be intrcduced, and

the same settled permanently so as to

encourage agriculturists to improve land with-

out fear of being asked to share the fruits of

their labour with the State who  did nothing

- to help that improvement. -~ . - Lo
i .

H
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. The present administration must- be over- -
hauled root and branch. For one :thing it is

.top-heavy and in most departments over-
manned. The personnel -must be . reduce?
_wherever possible and the scale of pay cut
-down. Judging by the grand eloquent talk
" _about the “White Man's Burden” and of

holding India in trust for Indians one would

_ .think that the whole thing is a matter of

love and sacrifice. For a burden voluntarily -
.undertaken and a self-constituted trust the
price paid is indeed exhcrbitant. An English-
man in India should rot in any instance be
paid a bigher salary than his services would
Adetch in England or in Canada, except in
rare cases. His wages, like everything else,
should be settled by considerations of demand

.and sufvply. Most of the people now consider-

-ed indispensable for the government of this
country would have been only too glad to get
.a chance of livelikood anywhere. . But . here
they are-paid ten and fifteen times the equi-
valent of their services. In every case before
-another official is appointed it must be care-

* fully ascertained whether he is absolutely

vecessary.  Competition for the Indian Civil

-Scrvice now held in England must be abolished
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Ail recruitment by competitive exmination or-
otherwise must be made in India. The doctrine

of vested interests for Britishers in the govern--

ment and commerce of India must be revised.

Mr. Montagu’s answer to Lankashire did much.

to disillusion "the Britisher and satisfy  the

Indian. In the year of Grace 1922 even a
‘Hottentot will not accept the supcrioritpof ‘the-

European or his claim to act as guardian of

" the person and property of other races, leave:

alone an Indian who now combines in him
the culture of both the Fast and the west,

ancient and modern, in addition to an intellect
'mfenor $£0 none.

~ Many Indians feel, with all respect to the:

great and self-less men who have sacrificed
all but life for the cause of l.dia and took
tc non-co-operation that the proposafto sevet
the conrection ‘between Britain and India will

not stand the test of practicability. Recrimi-

nation- and abuse either of Non-Co-Operators
or of Anti-Non-Co-Operators will not advance
the country’s cause one inch farther than to-
 day. On the other hand, a mutual understand-
ing between the Britisher, the Non-Co-Opera-
tor and the " Anti-Non-Co-Operator will result

‘in immediate, possibly, lasting good. To say-

¥
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that every  Britisher is selfish or that every
Anglo-Indian in India and in . Erivland is a
declared enemy of this country is, without
doubt, wrong and hopelessly ‘wrong.. There are
many of them here who, while drawing high
salaries, tak‘e a genuine interest in this country’s -
wolfare, and for whose services we owe a last
ing debt of gratitude. To say that the pre- -
sent educaticnal policy of the Britlsh in India |
produces the slave-mentality is to put the cart
before the horse, because the - slave-mentality
was there and the preben: system of educa-

~ tion only came aftcrwards. . The slave-menta-

lity is often the result of a half-starved
physique, the emptier the stomach the greater
the slavishness. Early marriage and large
families, no proper opcnings for a youug man
to become a wealth-producer and earn enough
to maintain himself and family, if not inordi--
nary comforts and luxuries, at least, free from
want, naturally draw him .in the only direction:
that appears to hold out hopes of getting at
least a starvation allowance.- It is only through
the portals of universities.that a man can get

" into Government service, which at present is

the main source of income and livelibood in.
this Jand for a man withoutcapital.. That this-
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{is so can be seen from the fact that the majo-
ity in Government service are Brahmins and
education has spread more ainongst them than

all the other classes. in India put together.

Often at sixteen a husband, in many cases at
twenty and earlier a father, with ancther arri-
~ving every eighteen months or two years, the
‘Brahmin is put to the necessity of maintaining
. .ahome of his own. His parents, often steeped
:in proverty and indigence, resort to even menial
_service and “sometimes to begging to main-
‘tain their child at school and college. He has
ynathrally a greater incentive to study, for, on
Jhis diploma or certificate depends his whole
life, and without it he has nothing in prospect
but the lot his parents inberited and promised
to bequeath in their turn to him. While other
classes and castes in India are engaged in
.agriculture, trade and other occupations the

iBrahmin, whose sole inheritance through the -

.age-long years is a subtle brain and hereditary
poverty, has to turn to the Bureaucracy for
his daily bread. He caunot join the Army or
.the Navy, any more- than other upper class
_ Indians, as these —-services only invite very

.inferior men, chiefly for. menial services for
avhich he is both physically and temperamently

-
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unfit:  Placed in - the same predicament:
with him are some of the higher classes of
Hindus aud Moslims who have also no chance:
of making an income except by entering Govern-
ment service. Such dire necessity as theirs
will make cowards of us all. If these mem
have only developed - the slave-mentality in.
spite of all thesc adverse circumstances there -
is still plenty of hope for them, because under
existing circumstances it is inevitable.

To say that theprosent: education has.

- only produced the slave-mentality in India is-
~almost a libel on educated India. That this

assertion is not true is easily proved. Thirty
years ago when a hundred great men of India,.
and more, from all parts of the country work-
ed ° through the Congress -organisation to-
wake up the masses to demad self-government
how feeble was the response! Recently when
Mahatma Gandhi launched forth Non-co-vpera-
tion even the slow-moving Bureaucracy thought
it necessary to counteract the movement in
spite of its professed and oft-repeated non-vio-
lence. If  the leaders had only' the slave-
mentality to show the masses, Non-co-operation,
either as cause or effect, could not have been
a bossibility.. Save in the persons - holding
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.office under the Bureaucracy there is not much

‘earn -an independent living. Change these ;"
‘even an Indian, proof against the pangs of

.call that slave-mentality is to deprive words of

uimistakable mamfestanons of the brute-men-

e e o e e e e e b
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of slave-mentality manifested ; e. g., among
the lawyers; doctors, school-masters and other
professional classes Even among the Govern-
ment- servants it is doubtful if there is much

‘of real slave-mentality. Can any stretch of -
the -irnagination-say that our merchants, espe. |
.cially the.educated among them, display that
mentality ?  Where it is found it is not the .

present system ' “of educatnon that brought it
about, but the bard social conditions, the utter °
helplessness of = large classcs of people to |

conditions and let the present education conti-
aue.. Then say -whether the slave mentality
still prevalls Nature has not made any one, |

hunger. Even recipients of the Victoria Cross -
and other heroes and philosophers have been
xnown to obey the dictates of bunger. To .

their correct meaning.

" On the other hand, take the people who
have ‘not been “ contaminated " by the present
system of cducation. 1u’ most cases instead
of the harmless * sla.v;-mentahty ~you find

4

i i .

. linmediate Demandb Z
e choice

"talnty e. g. the Moplas of Malabar,

under the existing social and economic condi-
tions is only between these two alternatives. -

"It is not to be inferred from this that-
the present system of cducation is perfect or:
.even that it is good enough. In many ways
it is unnatural and vile. It saps the energies
and -brain power of our young men, without
giving them enough. culture in return and
jeading them to a premature ‘ grave. Their
hcads often do duty as a sort of lumber room
where all -sorts. of uscless information are
stored, that decay and perish with age and
disuse, while they go avout the whole time

~. badly equipped for the battiq of life. Educa-

tion in India is different from what it is in
England and other Europeén - countries or
America It is often the raw graduates of
English universities, {resh from their colleges,
that come out as professors here.. They soon
forget. to take with them the traditions and
methods of their colloge and college-days and
fall into line soon enough with Indian condi-
fions. Judging by the results one is tempted
to say that the articles for “ Home” consump-
tion are not the same as for Indian consump- -
tions - Wherefore this differencel  However,
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since the Educational service is being Indianised

more than ever before and as the Universities.

are controlled more and more by Indians the-
future rests mainly with us.

. . 'While some Indians have thus oriy taken:
2 one-sided view -of education and mercilessly
criticise, and condemn, the present system:
their opponents have been no more charitable.
There is at present a widespread habit gaining.
more and more ground to condemn an idea of
an institution for no better reason thanits paren-
tage or its adherent:- On the other h:md‘ ‘the-
younger generation who have not had sufficient
oppertunities to study and realise the good or

evil effects of the present system have taker

to wholesale oppositiot to everythirg that
even remotely suggests the Britisher’s agency.
They do not correctly understand ?he jn'xmense-
stride we have taken to fall into line with the
great intellectual pations of the world im
" modern arts and modern culture and to some
extent even in modern science and industries.
They fail to realise that the saint-like person-
ality of their great leader, who h‘as turned and
twisted the Indian masses on his one finger
on a scale hitherto unapproached even by
Kings and Emperors like Ferozshah and Akbav
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or by: saints and reformers like Nanak Shah o -
Swami Vivekananda, is one of the products of
the present system of a: combination of
Eastern spirituality with.  AWestern culture.
All that India owes to. him' for . his: work

. in South Africa and elsewhere : would - have

been demied to her but “for :his. immense
culture . which made him. a. great. political
sanyasi instead of a merchant.measuring silk and
cotton cloth by the yard or lending money at
usdrious rates of interest. On  the other hand
the opponents of the N. C.:O. : movement
wrong both themselves and ths selfless workers
who sincerely believe in N, C. O. and honest-
ly work at it, to deny the ‘good .points in
their programme where the work proceeds on
constructive lines, and attempt to cure undoubt.
ed evils like Drink: For example, their pro-
posal to establish National Schools has to be
recognised as good, though opinion might
differ about the agitation to = withdraw -boys
from existing institutions aided or maintained
by Government. An idea or an institution
ought to be judged on its own merits irres-
pective of the opinions held by its authors or
supporters on other matters. This is. elemen-

tary fairness and bare commonsense. Because
9
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* aperson was cavght red-handed in the act of’
thieving -and was sent to jail for six months,.

does it stand to reason thatif on return from
prison he.goes about saying that the Earth
is vound, that the Sun is bot, that human be-
ings walk "on their feet instead «f on their
heads, that he -should be disbelieved and the-
fest of us should go about preaching the con-
trary ? Does it on the other band sound pro-
per ‘to say that because your great-grand--
father and all his ancestors before him as »ris.

- successors down to yourself never used a motor:
car.that you should also usea bullock eart
instead of the pew. fangled and pot-walloping
methods of locomotion ? Fortunately all poli-
tical parties in all countries do not adopt this
line of action. If they did, four-fifths the
volume of work done in assemblies like  the
British Parliament in any one year will be
but attempts to repeal the numerous measures
passed by the previous Government.

. - Mere recrimination without any definite
scheme of action to improve the present con-
ditions - serves no useful purpose. Both sides

have shown themselves champion players in

-~ 'that game and ‘on every occasion have put up

brave fights. Among Non-Co-Operators neither
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" the unsparing use of the policeman’s trancheon:

nor exemplary sentences of imprisonment, nor’
even the threat of employing machine-guns pro-
duced much change. Their attitude is to
suffer all that a foreign Government will beap
on their devoted heads, until Soul-force con-
quers that Government. Hence many - respect<
able people have unhesitatingly, even cheerfully,
gone to goal, while one word from thém would
bave preserved their liberty for them.Passive res-
istance is their stand. Non-Co-Operation is in-
deed a powerful weapon in the hands of an
able leader and a determined band of people.

. A Non-Co-Operator does not use violence; he

does not even retaliate when attacked. But in
his sphere and where he can influence you by
unseen pressure of mind and Circumstances he
tackles you failing which he leaves you, indi-
vidual or class, like a dirilict to drift farther
and farther away from your original moorings
till destruction. Ig the social world and in the
political, no greater punishment and injury
can be conceived. Directed against a Govern-
ment it is beld up to ridicule, hatred, con-
tempt and all those sentiments that make:
government the laughing stock - of all instead
of an object of loveand admiration, wonder
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and awe: Directed . against . an i’ndividﬁal he

will find flight his best course, isolation -and
seclusion his only refuge, unless. he discovers
quick enough that death will be a relief. Once.
the idea takes root and the movement spreads
everything ‘else that held the ground will take

wing or obey its dictates. To use the lawyer’s .

language it is- one of those instances of
Damnum sine. injuria,- causing - great damage

and loss for which there is no remedy what+

soever; legal .or otherwise, - ‘

s . But the Non-Co-Operator must realisé fhé.t .

India to-day is surrounded by powerful, lawless
neighbours and other mighty nations ready to

sweep the length and' breadth of the land at
a imoment’s notice. and that the only obstacle -

in their way is the strong arm of the British
Nation. It is easy to talk of Swaraj without

the British . Empire. It is = not enough if we °

attain Swaraj outside the British Empire. We

must also see that we are not pushed headlong

into another . Empire, only not the British,
with Swaraj even farther away than to-day.
_ This indeed will be 2 sorry change, for we will

then be exchanging for a hungry and um- .
known leech a full and well-known one.. Whe -

desires this? | - -
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Non-Co-Operators must also remember that
strong feelings and voilent emotions  never won
battles nor established Governments. ' What
we prirarily. want are calculated circums-
pection and a determination ' to - push

- aleng constructive lines, to build on the

strong foundations of the past a lasting " edifice
for the future; to retain the existing fabric, as
far as possible for present use until our building
is complete, preserving it for the future as
an ornament to signalise our -ordered pro-

- gress and as a symbol of the difficulties we
- successfully overcarme. ; :

Nature abhors a vacuum. N.C.O. amounts

- to one if it flourishes and dies merely as

Non-Co-Operation. There must be something
substantial to fill this space. What is that,
is the question. We may want the British
¢onnection now and for a long time to come—
the Britishers as servants, not as ‘masters.
India wants an army, a navy, an air force,
ber own arsenals and munition factories.
Soul force has kept no. country politically
free.- If it did, India of the ancient: past
must have been eternally invulnerable. But
bows and arrows, swords’ and shields, could
only be met by mail-armour, passive resistance
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and - soul-forece, ‘making no headway and
affording but scanty protection against. such
fearful odds. In- these days - of bombing-
planes and long-range guns, high cplosives,
fast cruisers and gigantic ocean liners, poison-
gas and mining activities,  which practical
politician' will - talk of soul-force and Swaraj
without the: British . Empire, together with
non-violence, in the same breath.? Every
country in the world is increasing its naval
and military. armament. Within the British
Empire the increasing expenditure entailed by
the attempts to keep pace with the rest of

the world in military and naval armaments-

involves yearly increasing military expenditure
for India also. - This necessitates the intro-
duction of mass production in industries, inten-
sive cultivation of land, greater development
of commercial chemistry, manufacture of
machinery, the maintenance of our. railways

and numerous other things that theWest alone

can teach us now. if this were 80, we may just
as well have Britain as any other country to
help us. This is, of course, subject to, the
proviso that India is going to take her place
among the modern nations of the ~world and
‘pot - merely deteriorate into -the fossilised

T . SN L e i S
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sremnant of a state of saciety . that the world
has long left behind.. = - . .

. Even after we have secuted Swaral outsxde
the British Empire, will it . not be "necessary
for India to maintain diplematic and commer-
cial relations with other countries ? Is it not
possible like every other --country that India
also will have to form offensive and defensive
alliances with other nations? In ‘that case
why not have DBritain, the greatest naval
power, as our ally ? Arguments in this strain

-can be advanced by khe dozen. Look at the

question from whichever point’ of . view we

" like, everything tends to show that British

connection, not mastery, is beneficial to India.

~ Even independent states like Japan, France

and Italy have concluded alliances with Britain.
"Why not we do the same? True, Britain will

‘have to stop playing the part of the dominant .

partner and will have to become an equal

‘partner with India and other countries in the
‘Commonwealth of Nations, now called the

British Empire. In ¢commoa fairness to Non-
Co-Operation it must be said that that creed

~talks of  separation of \India from the
British Empire only as the last resort,
.giving Britain a chance to reconcile her
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imperialistic . ideas with . the - new-borfl self-
respect of the Indian Nationalist. §on.-C.o—
Operators say -they will have Swaraj within:
the British Empire ' if Britain will bave:
it so. If not, they will have complete indepen-
dence. There is nothing unreasonable, illogical
or disloyal in - this attitude, provided they do
not insist  on absolute separation here and.
now. o

There have been . numerous agitations in
India but never one on a scale such as the present..
Till now Bureaucracy followed the principle-
- of laissez—faire’ but have now begun to
allow its officials to vigorously fight Non-Co-
QOperation. This, so far, proved to be a method
of doubtful efficacy, A widespréad agitation
is always the result of some deep-rooted
grievance. = Agitation under all circumstances
may appeal to individuals but to get a follc?w:-
ing to take up that agitation is the reajl diffi-
culty. To lead a peaceful existence is the
instinctive desire of most human beings. The
majority of us will rather put up with a
grievance than exert ourselves to ge.t it removed,
unless the wound created by it is too sore
Once the roots go deep enough into tl'xe
Aground :an investigation .into the causes is
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nseless. - The position- has to be accepted as
a reality and we must proceed to find out
what can be done to cure 'it. The usual
Government of India style is to appoint a
commission or committee to investigate -and'
probe into the causes of the unrest-and submit
secommendations. Commissions and Com-
mittees often sit from one to three years-
adducing evidence and take about the same-
time to submit their report and recommenda-

" tions.  Meanwhile, owing to the fast-moving

activities of the unsteady human race, new
changes take place and the reportsin most
cases become obselete by the time they see the
light of day; and the recommendations excite-
the interest of none but antiquarians, contem-
porary historians and leader-writers of news-
papers. All this time the Government, forced.
by circumstances, make shifts and changes to
appease the popular outcry and thus tide oves
an immediate difficulty. P

The situation now is too serious for a
commission and too urgent to await the result
of an inquity into the causes of the unrest.
These causes are of no consequence except
from the bistorian's point of view. The more-
pertinent question is. what is the present un-
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xest about and what are the popular demands?
“The ‘main® business is to devise ways and
‘means best suited to the exigencies of the °
- .occasion.  During the war it was thought that

-enlarged councils will solve the then existing diffi- -

culties. = Mr. Montagu came, saw and passed

the Montford Reforms. But the discontent )
‘of the masses still remains, though the richer
classes - seem satisfied and are making all -
attempts to shout * Peace” to the masses for

‘the special benefit of the Bureaucracy.
It is, therefore, clear that the present

‘position does not resolve itself so readily into
.enlarged councils, more appointments to ‘the

educated classes and some titles to others,

“These had their day. It is the cultivation of

" more friendly relations between Britishers and
Indians that is wanted now; the reconstruc-
tion of India along the lines of her ancient
past on the existing foundations in the light

of modern developments in the west, an

-equality of position all over the world for .

Indians with any other race, the proudest and
mightiest included. / This requires ‘a wider

understanding, deeper sympathy, greater humili-

ty and more handsome behaviour on the
-part of the Bureaucracy’ than generally obtain

¢

| “Imuudiate Demands ‘]} 339

“pow... Lord . Curzon said that the East is.a
University where the scholar never takes. his

| -degree. At any rate he never succeeded . in

taking his, as alsoc many another Britisher,
‘though - there are some outstanding exceptions.
Humility  is a virtue that the Indian. has
inherited through centuries npon centuries and
‘which the Bureaucrat has always mistaken for
pusilanimity.  In his relations with the Indian”

. he puts on an air of arrogance that is really

foreign to him, and thinks that is the way
he could maintain his dignity and position.
In this he is false to’ himself, and falls an

- jmmeasurable distance .in the Indian’s esti-

mation who soon views him in the light of a
yainglorious fop, whatever the Indian’s outward
behaviour might be. If, however, the Bureaucrat
behaves with that modesty - which is considered
-the true attribute of learning and gentleman-
liness both by the East and the West, how
much easier the administration of India would
have been and how much of bitterness could
have been avoided on either side!. - . - . .
. Even to-day one section of the psople do

‘not as a class clamour - for. the . expulsion of -

the Britisher from India, nor even for his ex-
-clusion from the public services; nor for . the
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immediate transfer of the government of the-
country - from the Bureaucracy to a purely-
Indian body. But the idea of a larger share-
~ in administration has taken root. Inspired by-
the example of Japan in the last century and’

of Britain during the late war, Indians have-
realised ' that there is nothing that a nation-
of 320 millions cannot achieve, if bleak, barren-
Britain and the dimunitive little Jap could

~ perform wonders - in their countries. With:

this in mind a wvigorous and enthusiastic:
band of N. C. O. workers are pushing

-ahead their work with millinia] ardour-

in spite of the assertion - of a section
of the people to the contrary. Every class,.
even the merchant, is in the movement—except.
the landed classes, who are scared by . the
spectre of the Russian revolution and its after-
effects. Notwithstanding the intensity of feeling,.
and thanks to the unbounded influence of
Mahatma- Gandhi on the public mind, the
general temper of the nation is still good. But.
how long this state of suspended animation.
of the mob 15 going to last one can hardly

* guess.  Sections 1038 and 144 of the Criminak

Procedure Code certainly do not allay ‘ the
disea;e, if they de rot actually make it worse-

v
i
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tby ‘turning the agitation into secret channels,
rendering it dark, unhealthy and unchecked,
instead” of being open and stiaightforWard,
exhibiting the evil in its worst form on the
surface. S . PRI S
- Past experience in India and the verdict
of ‘history in other parts of the world point
the way out of the difficulty in the direction
of building up an idea of mutuality between
the Indian and the Britisher, thinking . that
each is wanted for the other, that each is- as
important and useful 4 member of the British
Empire as the cther, and live together as
equals within the commonwealth, not as
lion and lamb lying down together, strength
enforcing obedience and the one only to afford
food for the other, but as a harmonious family,
the members of which standing by one another
in summer and in winter, through good report
and bad, in darkness and in sunshine.
Something must be done immediately to
secure a permanent improvement in the relations
between Britain and India and to satisfy the
immediate demands and grievances of the
masses. According to one school of thought

- village communities must be organised at

once: and Panchayats set up to manage
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~ local affairs ; ; then come groups of them havmg.
their joint councils until we come to the-
taluk  eouncil,: the district council, the-

provincial council and finally the All-India
council. A permanent revenue settlement
should be effected at once—each village being
" taxed  proportionately to. the extent and
quality of its land. After the state dues are
paid the village must be left to itself charged
with the duty of maintaining schools for boys.
and girls and a special one to impart techni--
cal education,” a hospital, roads and other
elementary requisites of civilisation, subject to-
supervision by State Inspectors who will have-
power to enforce a certain minimum standard
of efficiency - every village. Everythm0
beyond this may be left to the enterprise of
each village which can, if necessary, apply for-
~ State aid up to a certain limit on achieving 2
prescribed level of “efficiency. In all matters-
- of internal administration the village unit.

must stand by itself, absolutely independent.

of the rest of the world, except to the extent.
stated above. By the practical adoption of

~ the principle of co-operation the village be--

eomes a self-contained, self-governing unit. This
was 'the¢ ancient Indian fabric that successfully

b
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worked for centuries, which is still existing in
a broken down condmon m parts of the-

- counifry.

- The - village commumty is the oatcome of
centuries of evolution, that has withstood the-
ravages of time and revolutions, of conquerirg
civilisations and foreign culture. . Any tecon-
struction of India, political and social, must.
necessarily  proceed on this line to make it
lasting and satisfactory. :

¥

|
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'NEW CIVILISATION. . .
‘. . Whatever might bs the New Civilisation

- .of India, according to Mahatma Gandhi it is

not to. be either the existing one nor any modi-
fication or improvement of it. He has laid

.down in no uncertain words that the future

.civilisation for India is her civilisation of the
past. I believe that the civilisation India has
.evolved is not to be beaten in the world.
Nothing can equal the seeds sown by our ances-
tors. Rome went, Greece shated the same fate,
.the might of the Pharaohs was broken, Japan
has become westernised, of China nothing can
be said, but India is still, somehow or other,
sound at the foundation. The people of Europe
learn their lessons from the writings of the men
of Greece or Rome, which exist no longer .in
their former glory. In trying to learn from
them, the Eurcpeans imagine that thev will

avoid the mistakes of Greece and Romz. Such

is their pitiable condition. In the midst of all
this, India remains immoveable ; and that is hex
glory. It is a charge against India that hes
people are sq uncivilised, ignorant and stolid
that it is not possible to induce them to adop!
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‘any changes. It is a charge really against

our merit. What we have tested and found
true on the anvil of experience, we dare not
change. - Many thrust their advice upon India,
and she remains steady.  This is her beauty;
it is the sheet-anchor of our hope.

« Civilisation is that mode of conduct
which points out to man the path of duty.
Performance of duty and observance of mora-
lity are convertible terms. To observe mora-
lity is to attain mastry over our mind and our
passions. So doing we know ourselves. The
Guijarati equivalent for civilisation means ¢ good
conduct.’ L

“1f this definition be cdrrect, then India, °
as so many writers bave shown, has nothing

- to learn from anybody else and this is as it

should be. We notice that mind is a restless
bird ; the more it gets the more it wants, and
still remains unsatisfied. - The more we indulge
our passions, the more unbridled they become.
Our ancestors, therefore, set a limit to our
indulgences. They said that happiness was
largely a mental condition. A man is not
necessarily happy because he is rich, or un-
happy because he is poor. The rich are often
seen to be unhappy, the poor to be happy.

Io
.
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- Millions will always remain poor. Observing

all this, our ancestors dissuaded us from lux-.

_uries and pleasures. We have managed with
the same kind of plough as it existed thousands
“of years ago. ' We have retained the same kind
of cottages that we had in former times, and
our indiginous education remains the same as
before. We have had no system of life-corrod-
ing competition. Each followed his own occu-
‘pation or trade, and charged ‘a regulation wage.

It was not that we did not know how to invent -

machinery, but our forefathers knew that if we

set our hearts after such things we would become

slaves and lose our moral fibre. They, there-

fore, after due deliberation, decided that we:’

should do only what we could with our hands
and feet. They saw  that our real happiness’
4and health consisted in @ proper use of our
bands and feet. They Turther reasoned that
large cities were a snare and a useless encum-

brance, and that people would not be bappy -

in them, that there would be gangs of thieves
and robbers, prostitution and vice flourishing
in them and that poor men would be robbed
by rich men. They were, therefore, satisfied
with small villages. Theysaw that kings and

their swords were inferior to the sword of

-
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ethics and they, therefore, held the Sovereigns

of the earth to be inferior to the Rishis and

the Fakirs. A nation with a constitution like

this is fitter to teach others than to learn from

others. This nation had courts, lawyers and

doctors, but they were all within bounds. Every-

body knew that these professioris were not

particularly superior ; moreover, these Vakils

and Vaids did not rob people; they were

considered people’s dependents, not their mas-

ters. Justice was tolera}bly fair. The ordinary

rule was to avoid courts. There were no touts

to lure people into them. This evil too, was

noticeable only in and arovnd capitals. The

common people lived independantly and follow-

ed their agricultural occupation. They enjoyed

true Home Rule. : '

« And where this cursed modern civilisa~

tion has not reached, India remains as it was

before. The inhabitants of that part of India

. will very probably laugh at your new-fangled
notions. The English do not rule over

them nor will you ever rule over them.

Those’ whose name we speak we do not know,
nor do they know us. I would certainly advise
you and those like you who love the Mother--
dand to go into the interior that has not yet
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been polluted by the railways and to live there;
for six months; you might then be patrioti¢
and speak of Home Rule. c T

“ Now you see what I consider to be real
" civilisation. Those who want to change condi-
tions such as I have described are enemies of
the country and are sinners.” '

That in this land there are child widows,
where two year old babies are married, where
twelve-year old girls are mothers and housewives,
girls dedicate themselves to prostitution and
where in the name of religion sheep, goats and |

fowls are killed in large numbers are only so.

many blots on the ancient and abiding civilisation:
of India, that have managed to survive in India
in spite of this civilisation and not as parts of
it. “We may utilise the new spirit that is born
in us” says Mahatma Gandhi, “for purging our-4
selves of these evils. But what I have described
to you as emblems of modern civilisation are]
accepted as such by its votaries, The Indian
civilisation, as described by me, has been so:
described by its votaries. In no part of the
world and under no civilisation have all men
_attained perfection. The tendency of Indian
" civilisation is . to elevate the moral being ; that
of the western civiiisation is to propogate:

New Civilisation 75?’ 1149

immorality. The latter is godless the former
is based on a belief in God. So urderstanding
and so believing it behoves evay lover of

India to cling to the old Indian cvilisation as
a child clings to its mother’s breay.’.

]

If we consider our civilisation t»be the high-

-est the present system of educatior, is quite un-

-wholesome, if not baneful. No;doubt the
motive of -its numerous advocates in every
instance is laudable, even praiseworthy. But
according to the Mahatma the results that

follow from their effdrt are or an entirely
~di€feXent footing. .
s

What is the meaning of education? If

it simply means a knowledge of letters, it is

merely an instrument, and an instrument may

_ be well-used or abused. The same instrument
‘that may be used to cure a patient may be

used to take his life, and so maya knowledge

.of letters. We daily observe that many men

abuse it, and very few make good use of it,
and if this is a correct statement, we have
-proved that more harm has been done by it
‘than good.

¢« The ordinary meaning of education is a

“knowledge of letters. To teach boys reading,

writing and arithmetic is ealled Primary -
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Education. 'A peasant earns his bread hone‘stly-..

He has ordhary knowledge of the world. - He

ll:lows fairly:well how he should behave towards
; e?l parex'lts,“ his wife, " his children and his
c ow vxlla{ers. He understands and observes.
| ; i: rules of" morality. But he cannot write
«.,b own nare. What do you - propose to do
Y giving hm a knowledge of letters? Wil
you add an’ inch to his happiness? Do you
wxsh‘ to mak: him discontented with his cott};U :
or h1§ lot? Andeven if you want to do th::
he will not need such an education. Carriedr’
away by ‘the flood of western thought we came
to the conc.usion, * without weighing pros and
cons, that we should give this kind of educa-
tion to the people.

“ Now let us take Higher Education. ‘T
have learned Geography, Astronomy, Algebra
Geometry &c. What of that? In what wa;
have I beneﬁtted myself or those around me ?
;Why have I learned these things? Professor
wHux.ley has defined education: ¢That man |
T think, has had a-liberal education who has:
been' so trained in youth that his body is the
»ready servant of his will and does with ease

| ?nfl pleasure all the work that as a mechanism
it 18 capable of, whose intellect is a clea:;

!
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cold, logic engine with all its parts of equal
strength and in smooth working order . . - .
whose mind is stored with a knowledge of the
fundamental truths of nature . ... whose
passions are trained to come to heel by a
vigorous will, the servant of a tender con-
science . + + +.. » who has learnt to hate all
vileness and to respect others as himself. Such
an one and no other, 1 conceive, has had a
liberal education, for he is in harmony with
Nature. He will make the best of her, and
she of him. ] i
« If this is true education, I must empha-

. tically say that the sciences 1 have enumerated

above 1 have never been able to use by. con-
trolling my senses.} Therefore, whether you
take Elementary Edu ation or Higher educa-
it is not required for the main thing. It

tion,
of us men. It does not enable

does not make

us to do our duty.” v N
« 1 do not for one moment believe’

Maha tma Gandhi * that my life would have
been wasted, bad I not received higher or
lower education. Nor do I consider that I
necessarily serve because 1 speak. But I do
‘desire to serve and in endeavouring to. fulfil
. that desire, [ make use of the education I

’ said
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have received. And, if [ am making good use
of it, even then it is not for the miilions; but’

I can use it only for such as you, and this
supports my contention. - Both.you and I have

- come under the bane of what is mainly false
education. I claim to have become free. from
its illeffects, and I am trying to give you the
benefit of my experience, and in doing so, I
am demonstrating the rottenness of this edy-
cation. - . o .

. “Moreover I do not run down a know-
ledge of letters under all circumstances. All -
I have shown is that we must not make of it
a fetish. It is not our Kamduk. In its place !
it can be of use, and it has its place when
we ‘have brought our senses under subjection,
and put our ethics on a firm foundation. And
then, if we feel inclined to receive that educa- -
tion, we may make good use of it. As an
ornament it is likely to sit well onus. It now
follows that it is not necessary to make this
education compulsory. Qur ancient School
system is enough. Character building has the
first place in it, and ¢hat is Primary Education.
A building erected on that foundation will last.”.

“To give millions a2 knowledge of Eng--
lish is to enslave them. The foundation that
ST o -

}

e
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.‘\"Iacaxﬂay laid of education ' has enlaved us.

I do not suggest that he had any such inten-
‘tion, but that has been the result. Is it not
a sad commentary that we should have to
speak of Home Rule in a foreign tongue?
“And it is worthy of note that the- sys-
tems which the Europeans have discarded
.are the systems in vogue among us. Their
learned mmen * continually make changes.
We ignorantly adhere to their cast off systems.
They are trying, each division, to improve its
.own status. ¥Vales is 2 small portion of Eng-
land. ~ Great efforts are' being made to revive a’
knowledge of Welsh among Welshmen. Mr.
Lloyd George is taking a leading part in the
movement to make Welsh children speak Welsh. ,
And what is our condition ¥ We write to each
_other in faulty English and from this even our
M. A.'s are not free ; our best thoughts are ex-
pressed in English ; the proceedings of our Con- ‘
gress are conducted in English.,” If this state of
things continues for a long time, posterity will,
Mr. Gandhi opines, condemn and curse us.
- “It is worth noting %that, by receiving
..English education we have enslaved the nation.
Hypocrisy, tyranny &c., have increased ; Eng-

. lish-knowing Indians haYe " not hesitated to
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cheat and strike terror into the people. °Now,.‘

if we are doing anything for the people at all, "
we are paying only a port1on of the debt due
to them.

“1s it ot a pamful thing that if I want to
go to a Court of Justice, I must employ the

English language as medium ; that when I

become a Barrister, I may not speak my

mother tongue, and that some one else should

have ‘to translate to me from my own language?
Is not this absolutely absurd ? Is it not a sign
of slavery? Am] to blame the English for it
or myself ? It is we, the English-knowing men,

that have enslaved India. The curse of the:
Nation wﬂl rest not upon the English but

uponus.” . °
. ¥ We are so much beset by the dlsease of

Civilisation, that we cannot altogether do

without English Educationy Those who have
already received it ‘may make good use of it.
wherever  necessary. In our dealings with the

- English people, in our dealings with our own

people, when we can only correspond with
them through thal language, and for the pur-
pose of knowing how much disgusted they (the-

English) have themselves become with their

civilisation,  we may -use of learn English; as.
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o the case may be Those who have studied Eng- |

lish will have to teach morality to their pro-
geny through their mother tonguve, and to
teach them another Indian languge; but when
they have grown up, they may learn English,
the ultimate aim being that we should not
need it. The object of making money thereby
chould be eschewed. Even in learning English
to such a limited extent we will have to con-
sider what we should learn through it and what
we should not. It will be necessary to know
what sciences we shoulfl learn. A little thought
should show you that immediately we cease to-

~ care for Enghsh degrees “the rulers will pl‘lck

up heir ears.’ :

As to the kind of educatxon that Indla
of the future is to have' the Mahatma is
emphatic that we have to improve all our’
languages. “ What subjects we should earn
through them need not be elaborated here. Those-
English books which are valuable we should
translate into the various Indian = languages.
We should abandon the pretention of learning
many sciences. Religious. 7. e. Ethical FEduca--
tion will occupy the first place. - Every cultured
Indian will know in - addition to his own pro-
vincial language, if a Hindu, Sanskrit; if a
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Mohammadan. Arabic; if a Paraee, Persian ;

and all Hindi. Some Hindus should know.

Arabic and Persian; some Muhammadans
.and Parsees, Sanskrit.. Several Northerners
and Westerners should learn Tamiu. A uni-

versal languge for India should be Hindi with .

‘the option of writing it in Persian or Nagri
.characters. In order that the Hindus and
Muhammadans may have closer relations, it
is necessary to know both the characters. And
if we can do this, we can drive the English

language out of the field in a short time. All

‘this is necessary for- us, slaves. Through our

slavery the nation has been enslaved, and it

will be free with our freedom.”

You cannot .- do without Religious Educa-
tion.} ““India will never- be Godless. Rank
*atheism cannot flourish in that land. The
task®is indeed difficult. My head begins to
“turn as I think of Religious Education.” Our
Religious teachers are hypocritical and selfish ;
-they will have to be approached. The Mullas,
“the Dasturs and the Brahmins hold the key in
their hands, but if they will not have the
-good sense, the energy that we have derived
from English Education will have to bz devo-
+ted to Religious Education. This is not very

L]
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o difficult. Only the fringe of the ocean has |

been polluted, and it is those who are within the

fringe who alone mneed cleansing. ‘We- who

come under this category can even cleanse
ourselves, because my remarks do not apply to
the millions. - In order to restore India to
its prestine condition we have to return to it.
In our own civilisation, thereswiil naturally be
progress, retrogression, reforms and reactions;
but one effort is required and that is to drive
out Western Civilisation. All else will follow.”
From the materla! and economic point of
view “It is machinery that has impoverished
India. It is difficult to measure the harm that
Manchester has done to us. It is due to
Manchester than Indian handlctaft has all but
disappeared.” ' *
. “How can Manchester be blamed ? We
wore Manchester cloth, and that is why Man-

“chester wove it. ] was delighted when I read

about the bravery of Bengal. There were no
cloth-mills in that Presidency. They were,
therefore, able to restore the original hand-
weaving occupation. It is true, Bengal encouraged

‘the Mill industry of Bombay. If Bengal

had proclaimed a boycott of all machine-made

‘goods, it wouid have been much better.
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.« “Machinery has begun to desolate Europe. ,
Ruination is now knocking at - the English,
gates. Machinery is,the chief symbol of
modern  civilisation ; it represents a great
sin. ’

v+ |“The workers ,in‘ the Mills vof Bombay

‘have become slaves. The condition of the
women working in the mills is shocking. When
-there were no mills, these women were not
starving. If the machinery craze grows in our
country it will become an unhappy land( It
may be considered a heresy, but I am bound
.to say that it were bettec for us to send
money . to Manchester .and to wuse flimsy

Manchester cloth, than, to multiply mills in '

India. By using Manchester' cloth, we would
only ,waste our money, but by reproducing
Manchester in India, we shall keep our money
at the price of our blood, because our very
moral being will be sapped and I call im
support of my statement the very mill hands
as witnesses. And those who have amassed
wealth out of factories are not likely to be
‘better than other rich men. It would be folly
.to assume that an,Indian Rockfeller would be
better than the American Rockfeller. Impoverish-
ed, India can become free, but it will be hard

i
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.for"amy India made rich through immorality to

_regain its freedom. I fear we shall have to admit

that monied men support British rule ;their
interest is bound up with' its stability. Money
renders a2 man helpless. The other thing is as’
harmful ‘as sexual vice. Both are poison.: A
snakebite is a lesser poison than these two,
because the former merely destroys the body,
but the latter destroys mind, body and soul.
‘We need not, therefore, be pleased with the
prospect of the growth of the mill industry.” -
- It is -difficult to clbse down existing mills.
It is not easy to do away with a thing that
is established. “We, therefore, say that the
non-beginning of a thing is supreme wisdom. .
We cannot condemn mill-owners ; we can
but pity them. It wouid be too much to expect
them to give up their mills, but we may im-
plore them not to increase them. If they would
be good, they would gradually contract their
business. They can establish in thousands of

- households the ancient and sacred hand-looms,

and they can buy out thecloth that may thus be
woven. Whether the millowners do this or not,

" people can cease to use machine-made goods.”

., With regard to the innumerable “machine~
ade things that have bscome articles of daily



160 ; ‘vlndz"an Re—generqtfmz » 7

use in Indian homes the Mahatma ,saysf :“",In-‘:‘-’
deed, our Gods even are made in Germany.. |
What need then to -speak of matches, pins f!
and glassware? . »..  What did India do before
* these articles were introduced. Precisely the same
_ should be done to-day: As long as we cannot |
smake pins without machinery, so long will we do-

without them. The tinsel splendour of glassware | | _
we will have nothing to do with, and Wc}

will make wicks, as of old, with home grown
cotton and use hand-made earthen saucers for
lamps. So doing we shall save our eyes and,
money ‘and will support Swadeshi and so shalll
we attain Home Rule.” -,
u]f. we are to do without the Railways,.}
.we shall have to- do without the tramcars.,
Machinery is like 2 snake-hole which mayj
contain from ene to 2 hundred snakes. Where?
there machinery there are large cities ; vand’.;
where there are large cities. there are tramcaré\
apd radways ; and there only one sees electric,
ﬁght-:ﬁnglish, villages do ;not.boast of thesé
things’.u..Honast _physicians, , will tell you‘tthaj
where ineans ‘of - locomotion’ Ate . increased thq"
health of thé people has suffered. 1 - remember;
that when' in 8. JEuropean town' there wasj
scitcity - ¢f. money, e . receipts of the trdn

: ; 1
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’ ﬁéy Eorhpany,‘ of the lawyers and of the o

doctors went down ; and the - people wer€less

* anhealthy. I cannot recall a sirigle good ‘point

in’ connection with machinery. Books - can be
written to demonstrate its evils.” -

~ Machinery seems to say to us ‘‘Beware
and avoid me. You will derive no benefit from
me”. “Do mot, therefore, forget the main
thing. It is necessary to realise that machinery
is bad. We shall then be able gradually to do
away with it. Nature has not provided “any’
way whereby we may each a desired goal
all of 2 suddea. If instead of welcoming

“machinery as a boon, we would look upon it

as an evil, it would uvitimately go.”
. «[t is not to be conceived that all men will

"do all these things at one time, or that some

men will give up all machine-made things at

~once. But if the thought is sound we will

always find out what we can give up, and
will gradually cease to use this. What a few -
may do, others will copy and the movement:
will grow like the cocoanut of ~the mathema-
tical problem. What the leaders - do - the
populace will gladly follow. The matter is
neither complicated nor difficult. You and I
shall not wait until we can carry others with
1 ‘
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" ©s: Those will ‘be the losers who will not de

it and those who will not do it, although they
can appreciate’ the truth, will deserve to be-

- called cowards. .. .. ..

. Mahatma Gandhi says to the Extremxsts
“I imow that you want Home Rule for India :
it is not to be had for your asking. Every one
will have to take it for himself. What others get
for me. is not Home Rule but foreign rle :

* therefore, it would not be proper for you to
~‘say that you have obtained Home. Rule if you

expelled the English. I have already described,
the true nature of Home Rule. This you would.

. mever obtain by force of arms. Brute force is
© ~mot natural to the Indian soil. You will have,
. “therefore, to rely wholly on soul-force. You

" must not consider that violence is- necessary at

- any .stage for -reaching our goal.”

¢ v would say to the Moderates : ‘Mere petx,-
tl_omng is derogatory; we thereby confess inferj-

g ority., To say that British rule is indispensable,
. ds.almost a denial of the Godhead. We cannot

say that anybody or anything is indispensable:

" “except. . God. Moreover, commonsense should.

tell us that to state, that for the time being

- #bes. presence: of the. English in Indxa is.a

necessxty, is to make them concextecL

3 N , {
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» 2% the - English- vacated India bdg and .
baggage, it must "not be. - supposed ‘that she

-would be widowed. It is possible that those who

are forced to observe peaee under their pressure
would fight after.their withdrawal. : There can
be no advantage in suppressing an erruption;

-it must- have its vent. 1If, therefore, before we

«<an remain at peace, we must fight amongst

- purselves; it is better that -we do: so.- There i

no -occasion for a third parfy tp’ protect: the
weak. It is this so~called protection that has
unnerved us. -Such prot¢clion ‘can. only - make -
the weak weaker.  Unless we realise this we
cannot have Home Rule.-1 wonld paraphrase
t.¢ thought of an English diviné and say that
anarchy-under Home Rule were better than

.orderly foreign rule.- Only, the meaning ithat

the learned divine attached:- to Home :Rule'is-
different- to Indian Home Rule -atcording to

‘my -conception. " We have to learn and:to

‘teach™ others - that we do'* ot -want’ithe
tyrtinny of exthet Enghsh Rule* or »Indian
Ru}e i e L RS SS S TR Oy Y hy

o If thxs idea- were carned out’ boti the’

.Extremlsts -and - the - Moderates 7:icould join

-hands: Thete is no occasion to fear:ordistrust
one another. R S I B v-.”df'ﬂ**ﬂ
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. To- the English- -the: Mahatma. sfays ;,:II

' admit you are my rulers. It is not necessary
to debate the question whether you hold India

by the sword or by my consent. I have no

objection, to your remaining in my country,

but although you are the rulers, you will have
to remain as servants of the people. It is not

 we who have to do as you wish but it is you

who have to do as we wish. You may keep
the riches you htave drained away from this
land. but  you may ot . drain -riches
henceforth. Your function will be, if you wisk,
to police India. You must abandon the idea
of deriving any commercial. bensfit from us.
We hold the civilisation that you support, w
be the reverse of civilisation: We consider our
civilisation to be far superior to yours. If you

.realise this truth, it will be to your advantags,

and if you do not, according to your own
proverb, you should live in our country in the

‘same manner as we go. You must pot do
anything contrary to our religions. Tt is your .

duty as rulers that, for.the sake of the Hindus

‘you- should esphew beef and for the sake of .
the Mahammedans you should avoid bacon

and ham, We have hitherto said nothing,

because we have been cowed .down;¥but youw
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‘ need not consider that you have not hurt our

feelings by your conduct. - We are not ex-
pressing our sentiments either through base -

- selfishness or fear, but because it is our duty

now to speak out boldly. We consider * your
schools and law courts as useless. {We want
our ancient schools and coirts to be restored.
The common language of India is not English
but Hindi. You should, therefore, learn it.
We can hold communication with you' only
in our National language.f

“We cannot tolegate -the idea of your
spending money on ra.iiwajrs and the military.

- We see no occasion for either. - You may fear

.Russia; we do not. When she comes we will
look after her.. M you are with us we will
then recéive her jointly. We do not need any
European cloth. We will- manage with articles
prodiced and manufactured’. at home. You
may not keep one eye on Manchester, the
other on India. We can work together only if
our- interests are identical. S o

~«This has not been said to you in arro-
gance. You have great military resources. Your
naval power is matchless. If we wanted - to
fight with you on your own grounds we should
be unable to do so; but if the above submission -
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‘ be ‘ﬁ&t'tacceptablé'toyw,'we cease to play the

ruled. ““You may, if you like, cut us"to pieces.’

- Yot miay shatter us at ' the  canmon’s mouth. -
i youact contrary to .our will - we will net -
help you and without our help. we know that

you ‘cannot move one step forward.”

- @lf you will * abandon your somﬂed
civilisation ‘and . seareh into your''owd scrip-
tures you will find that our demands are just.

Only on condition of our demands being Tully
satisfied may you remain in India and if you’
‘remain under those conditions We shall learn-

" gaveral things from you and ‘you will learn

many from us. So dou‘xg we shall beneﬁt each‘,__; _

other and the world.” .
" 'uft is only those Indnans who a;e 1mbued

with real love who "will be abte to speak to ‘
the English in the above strain without being .

frightened, and’ those only can be said to be
s0 "' imbued © who consclentxously believe’ that
- Indian civilisation is the best, and thaf ’ Euro-
‘pean i§"a nine day’s wondét. *-Such ‘epherneral
civilisations " have  often come and ‘ gone ‘and

will” contmué i do so. Those ‘only éan be ‘con-
sldéred 'to have Been so imbied whe having ex-

b penencgcf the Force of the soul within ‘themselves,
D _Gﬁll no‘t ;:ower‘ before brute force." Those only

Ty
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can be’. conmdered to ., have, “been, 50 1mbued
who . are intensely dissatisfied with the pre-
sent pxtxable c.ondltxon havmg already drunk the
cup of poison.” .

~«These demands are not demands, but

* they show our mental state.. We will get noth-

ing by askmg, .we shall have to take what we s
want, and we need the requisite .strength for ",

the effort and that strength will be available
to him only who will use a foreign language
like English only under unavoidable circum-
stances, will give up profe,ssxons like Law and -

" Medicine and take’to some profitable trade
essential to India's existence and progress like

spinning and weaving and devote his knowledge
1o educate Indians and Englishmen, settling |

" disputes and promoting harmony and. concord

among people, avoiding courts, both Bench and
Bar, or instead of trying to learn to cure the
bodily ills of mankind by such diabolical
methods as vivisection, resort ta advising men
and women to remove the cause of xnness rather
than pamper them by giving , useless . drugs.
Wealthy men, regardless of their wealth should
speak out their minds fearing none and utilising
their _ wealth - to, the advancement of cottage

'mdustnes and setting an example  using only

T
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hand-rade things; realise that this is a txme-.

for repentence, expiation and mourning - and

~ that to blame the English is useless as they

came because of us and remain also for the
same reason, and . that they will - either .go or

change. their nature only when we reform .
- ourselves; that in mourning there can be no

indulgence and that in a‘fallen state to be in jail
or in bainshment is much the best ; that action
is much better than speech : that it is our duty
to say exactly  what we think and face the

. consequences, and that it will only be then that
~we shall be able to impress anybody with our
speech’’; that we will become free only through ’

suffering ; * that depqr.tgtion for life to the
Andamans is not enough expiation for the sin of

encouraging European civilisation ”; that no °
nation has risen without suffering; that even in
physical warfare the ttue test is suffering and not

the killing of others, much more so in the war-
fare of Passive Resistence ; that it is an idle
excuse to say. that we will do a thing when
others also do it ; that we should do what we
know to be right- and that others “will . do it
when they see the way; that to suffer under
pressure is no suffering. 1 .

8 You and 1 ha\e nothmg to do mth the
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others- Let us each do his duty: ; T de my
duty, i e serve. myself, I shall be able to-
serve others. ~*Real Home Rule is Self Rule
or Self control. The way to it is Passive
Resistence; i. e. Soul Force or Love Force. In
order to exert this force Swadeshi in every sense-
is necessary. 'What we want to be done should °
be done, not because we object to, the English
or that we want to retaliate, but because it is
our duty to do so. Thus supposing the English.
remove the salt tax, restore our money, give
the highest posts to !Indians, withdraw the

_ English troops, we shall certainly not use:
- their machine-made goods, nor use the English
" language, nor many of their industries. It is.

worth noting that these things are in their
nature harmful; hence we dd not want them.
1 bear ne enmity toward the Enghch but T
do towards thexr civilisation.” . ‘

[ s k]
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CONCLUSIO\‘

We hav«. seen the Reconstructxon scheme
of the Moderates and other partisans. of. ~ the

" Bureaucracy as also the Restoration scheme of
. "Mabatma Gandhi. Itis at once the right and.
- «duty of every Indian, both as an' individual .
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" g and appiness of India in the immediate future!
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"and as"gg member & the community, to decxde
what shall be the futare of India. The way
to spxrxtual bappiness, which alone is real hap-
piness, i$ poifited oit by ‘the' Mahatnia, whereas |
the road to worldly happmess ;which is . the
_~Gospel of: Western Civilisation is presented in ;
" picturesque’ details by the other’ school of poli-;
ticians. Tha line that divides our future from .
-our present is’ becoming narrower day by day. '
To-day we are almost on the brink of a deep

g precipice. This posmon is clearly “untenable. |

A deflection to: one side or ‘other is inevitable. :
Whlch side shall that be is the only question.!

"It is" hoped that ‘all my readers will reflect
~deeply on both - aspects of the question: andi
:give India of the present and of the future the!
"magefit of a considered opinion.. The progress

Jr some centuries to come will . depend

he momentous steps we have alrea.dy

foitake, 1ashswil vadmod

May God ..8ive us_ the \yxsdom to do t
B
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