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ABOMINABLE PLOT
& | T eeeasa— ’
Sik \‘L é'}lAM&‘H AM'S LET’l‘léR TO DR. WILSON
4 Siatemert bo Awerica by Some Indian Leaders

(By Awm BesanT) -
Anone the cahles whu_h reachod hnghnd from Amenca,
snd game here, among my. Eoglish cuttings, were two

trom  widely civculated journals. in the United >iates, '

whieh Tnformed American readers tﬁat 1 was mtemea
for * Leading a revolt agaiust the British authoril: ies’

} scald do nothing beyohd instrueting oy iewyers in
Londou to wrise eontea dxctmg it, as one canugl bring Lihet
suiie in Anenes.

What is the origiu of the Amsriean shory P Of that I
have 8GIRE evidence, but ot (,nougl to mabe a definite
stadement. | - i poom -

Sir (xwru Cavey from his . mxv;leged "phce in the
House of Commons, accused Lala Lajpat Rai of receiving.
money frem Germany, ard suppmss:.d hu, telugram of
ird gnamuexml S s oS

In Awmerivs, ouce more, & Wwoman, ander tho name of )
she Marquise- de Foutenoy, stated last November, in The
{Ihicago ’Pmuns that T was mtemed for# stizeing op
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k trouble against the English authorities through pro-
German paciisi propagands ”.

It thus seems that a very definite atiempt is Leing
made in America and here to alienate American syiepathy
from India by foul accusations. Who is a$ the bottom of
this abominable plot? Is it part of the Sydenham false-

hoods, and is the Indo-British Association behind it ? 1
‘cannot think of anyvous else sufliciently unserupuicus to
originate such a calurany.’ All who read my writings know
that from first to last 1 have approved the War, for I re-
gard it as necespary for the protection of the world against
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avtocracy. In addition to this, for reasons which weighi
with 1ae far more than any worldly and political reasons,
I regard Germany as the embodiment of the Dm-.k Forces:
* of the super-physical world, and because of this 1 have:

ealled on all Theosophists to work on the side of the
Allies. To ime, the success of the Germuns v?roubd b thg
setting back of evolution, the triumph of evil over ,rg(y\(.{,
what the Christian would call the triumph of the Devil
over God. I said this in the beginning, I have repeated it
many times since 1914, and 1 repeat it now, as the reason
«whv 1 belicve that the Allies will triumph, and why I alsa
believe that victery is delayed by Britain's adlierence to
antocracy in this country. This view of the super-physic-
al side of the War may be absurd to many: bt itismy

e shakﬁx‘i'. ""T'o me, to touch German money or to belp to the

/,bﬁeﬁ.és a Theosophist and an Occultist, and it cannot be
i
REE e;

# #gegcee in German plaus would be, in medismval
phrase, el my soul to the Devil”. 1 canvotexpress,
in decent 1 ﬁ‘:agf, my loathing of the idea.

i‘“ s f”.lﬂ{\ L B : . . .
S ;wlu order & (310?- hat T can to counteract this detestable
* ”plot 'ags.im-y the Bonour of Home Ralers—{or it is aimed

o
R
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at them—and in order to destroy the accnsation of wrong-
doiug which is being secretly circulated in Madras against
the revered Life-Prosident of the Home Rule League, be- -
cause of a letter he wrote to the President of the United
States of America last year, T think it best to publish what
he sent over, and a brief account of what has been done in
Aumerica to counteract the false statements circulated
there.. Nothing beyond what is written below has heen
done, so far as I know, and there is nothing in it that all
the world may not know. The papers have been in my
bavds for a considerable time ; but I have withheld them
{rom publication,

¥

Nothing was done in America until after my intern-
ment. A Jetter says: :

*“ Upon getting news of your internment [ proceeded at
ouce to commnnicate with some of the most important
newapaper editors and Government officials in this counfry,
inclading nmong others Col. Roosevelt, President Wilson,
aud members of the President's Cabinet. T wrote toeach
& personsl letter telling them what the situation was, and
asking them to read your litsle book, India, a Nation, a
presevtation eopy of which I sent to them. I received
courteous responses, and in one important ease, that of
Colorel House, I received an autographie acknowledg-
ment in which be promised to read the book. In these
and other ways 1 did what I could.” T '

This, and 8]l that follows, was done after [ was interned,
and as a conseguence of that Government action. I, of
courre, knew nothing of it, as it was not arranged until
after 1 had left; but I have many powerful friends in

- Ameriea, and the spoutaneous action taken by my
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correspondent was natural. It antedated the work of Mr.
and Mrs. Hotchner, who left India after my internmeunt.

| Madras, India, 24th June, 1917,

7o His Excellency, PresipEsT WILSON.

Howourep Sie: T address this letter to you as Honorary
President of the Home Rule League in India, anorganisa-
tion voicing the aspirations of a United India as expresse'd
through the Indian National Congress and the All-ln(%{n..
Muslim Leagus. These are the only two bodies in India
to-day which truly represent the political ideals of that
‘Nation of more than three hundred million people, becanse
the ouly bodies created by the people themselves.

Over five thomsand delegates of these two popular
assemblies met at their Annual Convention in Lucknow
last December, and they unanimously and eo-jointly
agreed upon identical Resolutions, asking His Majesty,
the King of - Great Britain, to issue a proclamation
announcing that it is the aim and intention of British
policy to confer Self-Government on India at an 'Veaz-!y
date, to grant democratising reforms, and to lLift India
from the position of & Dependency te that of au wgual
pertner in the Empire with the Self-Governing Dominions.

While these Resolutions, Honoured Sir, voiced India's
aspirations, they also expressed Ler loyalty to the men
But, though many months have elapsed, Great Britain
has not yet made any official promise to grant cur coun-

try’s plea. Perhaps this is because the Government is too

" fally occupied with the heavy responsibility of the War.
But it is the very relationship of the Indian Nationel-

ist Movement to the War that urges the necessity for
an immediate promise of Home Rule—-Autonomy—for
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India, as it would resnlt in an offer from India of at least
five million men in three months for service at the front,
and of five million nsore in another three months.

India can do this becanse she has a population of
three hundred and fifteen millions—three times that of
the United States, and almost equal to the combined
popalation of all the Allies. The people of India will do
this, because then they would be free men and not slaves.

At present we are a sabject Nation, held in chains,
forbidden by our alien rulers to express publicly our desire
for the ideals presented in your famous War Message :
", the liberation of peoples, the rights of nations
greai and small, and the privilege of men everywhere to
choose their ways of life and of obedience. The world
mnst be made safe for democracy. Its peace must
be planted upon the tested foundations of political
literty.” _ :

Even us conditions are, India has more than proved
her loyalty to the Allies. Ske has vontributed freely and
generously of both blood and treasure in France, in Galli-
poli, in Mesopotamis, and elsewhere. Mr. Austen Chamber-
lain, Dritish Secretary of State for India, said : “ There -
are Iandian troops in France to this day ; their gallantry,
enduruuce, patience and perseverance, were shown ander
copditions new and strange to them.” Field-Marshal
Lord Yrench said: “1 have been much impressed by the
initiative and resource displayed by the Indian troops.”
The London Times £aid concerning the fall of Baghdad :
“It should always be remembered that a very large

'proportion of the force which General Mande has guided
to victory are Indian regiments. The cavalry which
hung on the flanks and demoralised the Tnrkish army
and chased it to the confines of Baghdad, must have been
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almost exclusively Indian cavalry. The infantry which
bore months of privation and proved in the end masters
of the Turks, included Indian units, which had aiveady
foaght heroically in France, Gallipoli and Ligypt.”

If Indiap soldiers have achieved such splendid results
for the Allies while slaves, how much greater would be
their power if inspired by the sentiments which can arise
only in the souls of free men-—men whoare tighting notouly
for their own liberties, bot for the liberties of mankind !
The troth is that they are now sacrificing their lives to
maintain the supremacy of an alien Nation which uses that
Supremacy to deminate snd rule them against their will.

Under these conditions, it iz not surprising that the
official Government in India utterly failed to get s re-
sponse to its recent appeal to Indians to volunteer for
military service. Only five hundred men came forward
out of a possible thirty million.

It is our earnest hope that you may so compietely
convert England to your ideals of worid liberation that
together you will make it possible for Indie’s millious to
lend assistance in this war.

Permit me to add that you and the other leaders have
been kept in ignorance of the full measnre of misrule and
oppreseion in India. Officials of an alien nation, speaking
& foreign tongue, force their will upon us; they grant
themselves exorbitant salaries and large allowances ; they
refuse us gducation; they sap us of onr wealth; they

impoge crushing taxes withont our consent; they cast
thousands of our people into prisons for uttering patriotic
seutiments—prisons so tilthy that often the inmates die
from loathsome diseases,

. A recent instance of misrule ig the imprisonment of
M'x's.E Anunie Besant, that noble Irishwoman who has done

H

; ¢
60 much for Indin, As gek forth in the sccompanying

statement signed by eminent legislators, editors, educators
and pleaders, she had done nothing except carry on a

- a 1aw-‘abidiug and constitutional propaganda of reforms;
. the climax being her internment, withont charges and

withoat trial, shortly after printing and cireulating your
War Me a8Rge.

I ‘beliove His Majesty, the King, and the English
Parliament are anaware of these conditions, and that, if
Fhey can be informed, they will order Mrs. Besaxit's
immediate releage.

A "mags of documentary evidence entirely reliable,
corrokorative and explanatory of the statements in this
letter, is in the hands of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hotchner,
w.hn would estecm it g privilege to pla.ce-it at your
fhsposal‘ 1 have entrusted this letter 40 them because
it .would never have been permitted to reach you hy
mail.  They are loyal Americans, editors, authors,
and Igcturerf_« on edacational and humanitarian subjects,
Wht? bave heen deeply interested in the welfare of’
Indla... They have sojourned here off and on during
the last ten Fears, and 8o have been eye-witnesses to
many - of the conditions herein described, They bave
graciously consented to leave their home in India in order
to couvey this letter to you personally in Washington.

Honoured Sir, the aching heart of Indis cries out to
yon, whom we believe to he an instrument of God in the
reconstructiorn of the world. . ‘

. [ have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant, .

8. SusgaManiam,
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Knight Commander Indian Empire, Doctor of Laws ; S _ ) ‘
Honorary President of the Home Rule League in Indiu; Hon. K. Sadasiv Bhat,
Co-Founder of the National Congress of India {n 1885; o Member, Legisla,tive Couucil, Madras.
Retired Judge and frequently Acting Clief Justice of the fir 8. Stfbrama.mam,'K,C,L_E_, LL.D,
" High Cowrt of Madras. e Retired Judge, High Court, Madras.

. ) B. Sanjiva Rao, M.A. (Cantab.), . ‘
Tue FOLLOWING 1§ THE STATRMEXT REFERRED Prineipal, Kuyasth Pathsala College, Allababad )

10 IN THE FOREGOING LETTEX L. A. Subbaramaiah, B.A., B.Li,

In view of the internment of Mrs. Besant and of two of - High Court Vakil and Ex-Chairman, Manicipal
those associated with ber in her political work, and having ‘ Council, Palghat. '
regard to the failure—nay, the refusal—by H. BE. the . Benjamin Guy Hornimun,

G;vernor of Madras explicitly to specify the grounds on Editor, Hombay Chronicir.
which such drastic action was taken, it is the duty of Manjeri Ramier,
those who have been engaged with her in doing the work .High Court Vukil, Calicuty Malabar.
- relating to the endeavour to obtain for India Self-Govern- K. I\iug(:':swa.ra Raa, .
" ment or Home Rule ip the near future. emphatically to ) KEditor, Audhropatriiza, Madrus.
assert and place on record that no phase of her activity or of K« ‘“da_/ Venkatappayya, B.A., B.Li,,
the work of the organisations started by ber has partaken Ron. Seeretary, Standing Committee, Andhra Con-
of any dubious character, or has been aught but law-abiding ference, President,” Fifth  Andbra Conferencé,’
and constitutionsl. The work has been pursued and will . F“‘?’dent of the District Association, Guntur.
be continued consistently with those great traditions of C. V. _-Venkatw-aman Aiyangar, .
inglish political agitation hallowed by the memories of . High Court Vakil, Coimbatore.
men like Cobden and Bright, (1adstone and Bradlangh. N. C. Kelkar, B.A,, LL.B, ¢

' Editor, Kesar: and Maliraite, Poona.
A. Rangaswami Aiyangar, B.A, B.L,
EAitor, Swadestamitran, Madras,

The Indian Government, after baving availed itsel of
a War measore to try to suppress poaceful agitation, is
now, most unjustifiably, attempting to check the circula-
4ion of all news of what is taking place here.

€

Hon. K. V. Rangaswami Aiyangar, v : [The name of Mr. C. P. Ramaswumi Aiyar did wot
Member, Governor-General’s Supreme Council. appear on the shove docuwent, because the projectors
Hon. V. K. Ramannjachari, !h.mlght that his political work was so closely identitied
AMember, Legislative Council, Madras. with my own that his name would nect add “’gight‘ to it.
Hon. B. V. Narasimba Aiyar, - Gofiﬁ_i‘quﬁiltlj’.', it was not shown to him; and he knew
Member, Legislative Council, Madras. v pothing of it till [ showed it to Liwa a few months ago.]

2
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AMERICA LISTENS TO INDIA'S APPEAL

{Br Hewey HOTCHNER)

WasHinaTos, D.C., October 20th—Since America's entry,

into the War fow events have so stirred the best public”

opinion here as the letter just handed to President ’

Wilson from Sir Subramanism, Honorary President ;

of the Home Rule Leagune in India, in which he
offers ten million men to the Allies, provided England
grants autonomy to India on the same basis as Danada
and Australia. . :

President Wilson has sent this document to Secretary
of State, Mr. Laﬁsing, for cousideration ; and a copy of it

has been placed in the hands of every one of the 533 .

members of the Senate and the House of Representatives.
The essential features of Sir Subrawmaniam’s offer were
telegraphed far and wide by the Ascociated Pruss aud
the International News Service ; and they appeared in all
of the principal newspapers in America, from the Pacific
to the Atlantic Ocean, and from the Great Lakes to the
Gulf of Mexico. 1t is estimated that this informaticn has
been published in no less than 1,500 newspapers, with an
aggregate circulation of not less than 20,000,000 readers.

No formal governmeutal action has yet been taken
upon the letter itsel! ; but it is violating no confidence to

say that its immediate military significance has already }

been presented unofficially to a number of the members of

1 '\ 1

the Senate Committee of Military Affairs. The leaders

of public opinion in Washington are showing the usual
diplomatic courtesy of waiting a little time in order to
give the President sn opportunity to express his opinion
first. But already the drift of public judgment can be
discerned in the press comments, as well as in the state-
ments made by one or two prominent men,

Samuel Gompers, President of the American Federation
of Labour, and one of the most important members of
Mr. Wilson’s Advisory War Council, said in discussing the
situation; 1 see no reason why India should not have
Home Rule on the same basis as Canada and Australia.”
He added that he was personally familiar with Annie
Besant's work for the cause of Labour, and remerabered
her assistance to the Matchmakers’ Union in London in
the early days. - : .

Wiiliam Jennings Bryan's face broke out into a
broad smile when the letter was handed to him. I told
you 30" is a well-worn phrase, but it applies truly to his
case. Yesrs ago he advocated Self-Government for
India; and, so accurately did he depict the plight of that
poverty-stricken, sabject race, that his book was pro-
scribed there; and it was made a legal offence to buy, to
sell, or to have his bock in one’s possession, .

India’s offer will bave an immediate and powerful
eflect upon Wor sentiment in America. How England
acts npon it will determine whether America will be
solidly pro-British or not. One of the most irritating
inilnences which President Wilson has to combat in his
War measures is ths strong and fearless anti-British,
purty which is continually questioning England’s sincer-

g ity of purpose. Her administration in Ireland and in

Indin bas given them an unanswerable argument,
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thoy think. The Irish question is in process =of
_solution. Bat the question of India, with 315,000,000
souls, how looms big on the international hogizon.
Fven the heavy cloud of the  War can no longer

obscure it.
Will England grant India’s prayer for Home HRule? An

- overwhelming majority of Americans helieve shé will.

hey believe that Viscount € irey accurately voiced British
‘War ains when he said :

“We wish the nations of Eurcpe to be free tolive
their independent lives, working out their own forins of
Govérnment foF themselves and their own’ nationhl
development, whether they be great States or sniall
States, in full liberty. This is our ideal.” -

Naturally Americans ask: Why shonld hot this be
applied to India also ? Now that the opportunity has
arisen to justify these words with deeds, Ametrica is
looking to England to act, and to act with gpeed and
thoroughness. Meanwhile Americans have been very
much gratified to read the first expression of British
sentiment on India’s offer, the interview with Bishop
Wedgwood of Tondon, a consin of Commander Wedgwood,
M.P., D.S.0., which appeared in New York's largent
daily paper, and which reads as follows : .

] bave lived in Indin and am sacquainted with the
venerable jurist and publicist who sent this offer te
President Wilson. [ believe it will bé accepted with
gratitude by all Englishmen. Immediate steps should
be taken to arm thesé splendid fighters. To add this
huge army to bur present forced would anguestionkbly
ehd the war in onr favonr in the near future.

«Ten inillion Indian trocps, because of their low pay
and simple diet, tould be maintained in the field for

o,
.
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one-half the cost of a similar namber of English ard
A'mericans. It will mean a tremendous sacrifice for us to
give India Home Rule, for we shall lose some of the
enormons. revenue which English merchants and officials
have derived from India. But no sacrifice is too grea;:
at a critical time like this; and India, by reason of her
already gerierous contribution of men and.money for this
War, has won the right to Home Rule.” )

A typical editorial comment in one of our dailies state:
the case thus: T ”

“There is consistency and force in the. caase that Indi N
p‘lealis for. If it is true that England is fichtin f, . 119‘
rights of humanity, to preserve IiBerty and rf’r-ecyadc;gm(;;r o
1.:he peoples of the world, then the complaint of I dc') a'H
just and competent. The official communication fr(n e
leader of the Home Rule movement # President ';Vx'n'lt'be
stai&?s: ¢ At pFesent we are asubject nation, held in hl o
forbidden by our alien ralers to express pub’h'cl ;o cdalfls’
for the ideals presented in your famons w:r n‘]"' 98"‘?

“That is wholly et variance with the present roissage.
of England in thLis war for democracy, the liﬁe ?Slons
pe‘op.les, the rights of nations great ajn’d small N l((im -
privilege of men everywhere to choose the e
and obedience.

* As we all must come to the ¢ i
opim’nn., with ¢lean hands in tl?i:r:o(;ftf;a;(;ezzt’ P
wouldnf: it be advisable for Great Britain to benioc:l'cy’
to wa.shx.ng bers, if she would achjeve consistenc foohm8
selIf, w.hlle }flighting for justice'for others p ¥ tor her

t 18 the fond bhope— i
En‘g'land will rise to Sris I;;);or::zit;xp;:h:tw'n«tbm
spirit | that Americans interpret Mr. . L]nyds (;:0:::,2

sending to that far Jmpi i
. eastern Empire his nesw Secretary

ir ways of life
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of State for India, Mr, Montagn. Tt is "said that
Mr, Montaga is to ascertain the true situation there, and to
report whether Home Rule may be granted to India; in
fact, Mr. Montagu declares that a larger moasure of Self-
Government is actually to be given.
Alas, how many such declarations have been made in
the past, and how few carried out! More than half a
‘ century ago Queen Victoria in a Proclamation promised
equal rights to Indians. To-day, so complete is the
despotism, that English Governors may refuse to answer
questions put by Indian members of the legislature and
may veto resolutions or even decline to put them to the

vote. .

No wonder, then, that the Times Pleayune, of pew
Orleans, says editorially :

“It remaius to be seen whether these promises will be
kept, or share the fate of previous pregnises no less
solemn which the official hiersrchy managed to pigeon-hola.

“Bat certainly India cannot be ruled in the old way,
when peace returns. Can a popalation of more than
three hundred millions be expected to tolerate this vassa-
lage much longer ? India has been astonishingly loyal
througbout this crisis and should promptly get the reward
she dexerves.

“India is paying taxes levied without her consent.
That such an autocracy will endure beneath the British
flag is unthinkable; but the British Government cannot
too quickly forestall the demand for absolute independ-
ence, by establishing complete autonomy in domestic
affairs. ) ’ :

““The Hastings-Clive system is out of date ; the *iron
proconsul’ may govern India scientifically, but cannot
keep her loyal.”

1y ‘ ! L

Americans will be keenly interesteq to observe whethey
Mr. Montagu will receive his impressiong of India through
the distorting medium of the bareaneratic ring, as did hig
predecessor Mr. Chamberlain, op whether he, will go to
the true leaders of India like Mr. Waeacha, My, Jinnal
Sir Subraman:am, of the Muslim League atd the Cnnm-esa.
q.ud sspesially Mrs. Besant, who is to preside at theﬁnext,
Coungress in Calcutta. :

Americang know that these popular assenmblies have
already approved a scheme of reforms for a larger measure
of Sulf-Government in co-operation with Britizh adminis-
trators. The least Mr. Montagn ean do ig to grant these
reforme in tolo, They are vary modernte. This will allay
Indiav unrest, and stem the strong tide of complete
dependence, : - :

And as to India's martyr, Amie Besant, what will

- Mr. Montagn do towards wiping out the bumiliation and

injustice of her internment by the Governor of Madras ¢
America was thrilled with jo¥ by the news of her release
even though it was clear that this wag obtained only by'
pressure brought to bear in the British Parliament.

Will Mr. Montagn reinstate Mrs. Besant publiely in
the eyes of the world by admitting that she but upheld
British ideals of free speech and human rights in tile
face of un-British rule in India ? Or is this venerable
social, religious and political leader, beloved in eve :
land, to go unrequited and anrewarded after half a
centary of angselfish public service, to be strock down by
her own people, like Joan of Arc, and to be left
generation for a just appreciation of her

The friend who earried the lette
had been visiting the White House #f fiftpe
this was the first time that he phssl ron

\
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unchallenged. ¥our men usually guard the President ;
but this time only. one man was there, and he.sboo(?, som?
distance away, looking meross the garden, with his back
to the entrance. ‘ . '
Qur friend entered with the precious letter, gave 1F to
the President’s personal factotum, and it was carried u.xto
his. private study. Tie next day, in accordance with
diplomatic conrtesy, we placed a carbon copy of ’r}we letter
in the hands of Mr. Lansing, Secretary of State. The

P

following day we learned that the President sent his letter

to Mr. Lansing with the notation that it was a delicate
matter, but should be looked into.

The next day a printed copy of the letter was pla.'ced on
the desks of 533 Senators and Congressmen in the
Capitol. The Press was attracted by thtf military
significance of the letter, and both the Associated Fress
and the International News, which supply news 1tem_s
daily to a large number of papers, sent out telegraphic
accounts of the ofter of ten million men. The attached

cutting from the Washington Herald is typical of the .

story which appeared in about fifteen bundred daily

newspapers, read by many millions of p.eople thronghont

America. Editorial leaders, pro and con, are nat‘m'ally

following, and a wave of interest in India is spreading all

over the country. The interview with Bishop Wedgwood
was printed through the same channels, and farther

anda is in progress.

pm’{szgwere also I:nvgi‘:ed to meet 8. nnmber of membex:s of
the Senate Committee on Militery affairs in the Capltf}l,
and we have explained to them Indin’s position and ite
offer. They secmed profoundly impressed. The nlfztter
was also laid personally before Samuel Gompers, Presn?e;nt

7/ of the American Federation of Labour, who was familiar

' L ’ .
o \v
with Mrs, Besant’s early work for unions in England, All
the editors in Washington were personally visited and
mformed.  Mr. Bryan has also been informed personally.
- Mr. Roosevelt has been indisposed recently, but an inter-
view with him i8 now being arranged. {

We have already given publie lectures on this sabjeet
and commenced s campaign of wid egprend Indian sympathy
in both Washington and New York. In Washington we
incorporatad the League for World Liberation, which
is to work for universal Self-Government and the art of
civilisation. Its ideals are those which Mrs. Besant
has proclaimed for the world’s political and social
regenersation, ‘ :

We are emphasising the fact that the Government in
India is tin:British, that the people in England are unaware
ofthe reul ounditionsthere, that it is a bureancratic ring 6f
vommercial and political interests that is sapping India of
ita’ strength and preventing the facis from becoming
known, and shat England will be guutefn! for having this
situation brought before her, will be the first to set mat.

ters right, and will spring forward to take advantage of
this military offer. We are showing, also, that if Eng-

~Iand grants India’s prayer for Home Rule, the very

example of such a huge self-sactifice will assure
Rursin that she is not seeking eonquest and aggran-
disement, and  will again being Rassia’'s millions
aetively and sgeressively into the War. Lngland’s
sacrifice  will also have its inAnence of the intern-
al situation in Germany, where many have been
tuld  thas England in self-secking and will dominate
Germatiy if she can. This one act of renunciation would
do more o counteract that feeling in Germany than tons
of press despatenes and tons of munitions s and it wounid
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e
do much to bring about the -democratisation of Germany,
the overthrow of the Kaiser, and the end of the War.
These are some of the lines along which we can work as
loyal Americans standing behind President Wilson in
his ideals for a world that is completely self-governed
and therefore safe for democracy.

1

AXOTHER LBTTER

(By MRes. Horcuner)

Through the influence of friends we have been able to
reach the supporters and personal friends of President .

Wilson. Chief among them was the Hon. Hanrvi

Morgenthau, former Ambassador to Turkey, and Financial ¢

Director of Mr. Wilson's two presidential camprigns. Mr.

Morgenthau’s brotherisa personal friend of Mr. Hotchner's;
in fact, the lutter was general manager of one of his large
business corporstions. Mr. Morgenthan was deeply in-
terested in India’s demand for Home Rule and in the fact
that the people now seem united. He asked for an extra
copy of Judge Subramaniam’s letter to President Wilson.
Even while Mr. Hotchuer was talking with bim in his
office, he was called to the telephone to Mr. Wilson, as he
is one of Mr. Wilson’s closest friends. You can understand
how delighted we were that India’s case was thus clearly
and sympathetically placed before him. :
Mr. Morgenthau then gave Mr. Hotchner a personal
introduction to Colonel House, who ia President Wilson's
confidential representative, and adviser on internationsl
aftairs. Colonel House is now in England insisting upon

1
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a better co-ordination of the Allies’ resources, and a

restatement of their War aims to conform tc President -

Wilson's: ideal of * the rights of nations” to Self-
Government.” An important part of Colonel House's work
in America is tu collect and classify the facts regarding
all snbject nations, so aa to lay the just and wise basis
for an onduring world peace that shall permit each
nation to develop along its own uatural lines, These
data will then be laid before President Wilson and vsed
by himn in carrying out his plan for a Leagna of Nations
on the basis of world liberation through Self-Government
and democracy. RN

When Colonel House left America for Eugland, he
sarvried with him the facts as to India. Even before ihen,
President Wilson had sent our statement to the American
Aubassador in England, in connection with Judge
Subramaniam'y letter. ' )

England’s changed attitude toward India can easily be
linked with theye vital facts. We wers also told more,
by some ons who bhas unchallenged entré at the White

~ House and who is iu tonch with vital War matters of the

moment—a wman of power who is helping us. He said
that Colongl House had been instracted to take up
Indiw’s case wiib the Premier in kingland and to enguire
why some steps could not be taken to grant Home Rale,
so that more of the man-power could be utilised in the
War, and especially io Mesopotamia. Colonel House was
also to euquire the extent of England’s participation in
the War policy of Liberution of the world through Seli-
Goverament. - England’s renuunciation of India as a sul-
ject nution and as a source of economic profiteering
would do much to end the War; so leading men here
believe. England would then stand before the world us
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an example of unselfishness and as au apoestie of demo-
oracy.

We understand that this has bad a grest desl to do
with the conciliatory attitude toward Indian ambiticns
which is now held by England, Mr. Montaga and the
Viceroy, and that further developments may be expected.
We therefors feel that the work we did in Washiugton
has exceeded our Lighest hopes. We placed the import-
ant facts in the hands of the people who are at the heud
of thiugs and who could act. And they did act.

Qur hearing before the Senators on the Copumittee for
military affairs also had good truit and helped in bringing
pressitre $0 bear upon Kugland. We showed them the
veed for Iudin’s whole-hearted military eo-operation and
how it could be secured. The collapse of Kossin and the

vJtalian defeats have brought to a head the wwed for
greater mau-power, and this is reviving the Indiau gues-
tion. The six hundred other Senators and Bewds of
Departments to whom we presented the facts, as well @y
‘Becretary of Stote, Mr. Lausing, Mr. Gumpers (Heond of
the Lshour Party) and others, are all interestad in this
guestion. All of the editors of the Washington papers were
persopally interviewed by Mr. Hetchner ; aud the leader of
them asked him for another personal interview. All
these people mow kunow India’s case, aud many of them
have brought pressure to beax- up(,u the leadors here and
in Eugland. .

Of our press work we wrote yom ip ap eurl;e: loitep.
It suffices to add that items about Indiy's demand for
Howe Rale bave appeared in newspapers aggregating
more than 30,000,000 in eireulation. Kditorial leaders
have appeared in many of them. Canadian papers have
taken up the discussion of ludia's man-power. The
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ieading English papers have also been seut a memorandum
of the facts by us. ,
i» This newspaper pmpa.gauda makes the papers and the
pnbhc more interested in any other items about India,

‘and it helps to account for the large space thoy are giving

to these items. Where before they used to yive an inch,
they are now .apt to give half a column or more.- The
Literary Digest is one of the weeklies that we have kept
informed of developments*; you will note from the encloge
ed catting how much publicity they now give to Indian
items. Such work is.cumulative. If we had the funds

_to employ a secretary and to answer the hostile leaders,
; a8 well a8 to comment on the favourable ones, that are

appearing all over the country, we could do & great deal
to expedite the campaign of educating Ameriea’s pablic to
the Indian situation, which onght to be done to expedite
your work. As it is, we have already done a great
deal in this direction, and have to a considerable extent
counteracted the bad effect of the bureaucratie press
reports which have been sent out from India against
you.  We shall continue  this  work as much a8
we can, ¢

Colonel Roosevelt —An intimate friend of the Colonel’s
tcok us to visit him in his home at Oyster Bay, New
York. We were received there socially by the Colonel
and Mrs. Roosevelt. We had tea with them and with
some distinguished diplomats and friends who were there.
The Colonel then asked us to sit next to him and to tell
our story. . For an hour they all listened intently as we
pleaded for India. Colonel was deeply interested. He
said he was especially pleased to hear that, at their last
Conventions, the Muslim League and the National
Gongress had reached s harmony of agreement as to their
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facis-—quoting especially the Eoglizh stategmen who have
expressed your ideale and called atiention to India's plight.
We have broaght all the data out here, where we also
- have the booka which yon ginve us in person, and whioh
we did not dare take to Washington on our trip east.’
Fur the vext few weeks we shall classify and condense’
this nass of dats, and put it into o form that will meet
the demands of the present situation in America and from
the American poind of view.
.~ Une thing which huas greatly hampered our work in
- preparing this Brief is that a grest many of the books and
pemphlets which have been written about India have
neglected one important necessity—when quoting statistics
favourable to their case, they have failed o give the exach
reference as to the origin of their figures, Tosay that
{Gladstonemade this orthat remark, that England * bleeds
India to this or that amount, ete., etc., without giving the
book and the page from which the facts are taken, makes it
irapossible $o use those unauthenticated quotations. It is

2
ideals. He was certain that India would participate in
the world's advance towards democracy. - His oxact words
(which he bas put in writing for us) are: * India mast
certainly - participate in the world’s advanece towards
democracy, which is another way of saying the right of
well behaved peoples to Self-Government.” :

" The Leagus for World Liberation is to spread literature
* about India throughout America, according to its finaneial
means. It will be assisted by local representutives in
many of the States. Its main office is in W ashingten,
D.C." The Lieagne was incorporated there by a number of

~ pative-born American citizens who are cordially in favour
of President Wilson's ideal for a democratised worid, and

gfor the liberation of subject nations; they are especially
in favour of the llberatmn of India according to your
ideals.

Woe spoke for India and for you at the Convenhon, and
the members were cordial and enthusiastic about our
work. In the Theosophis Messonger for November a résumé first pecessary to spend hours or days trying to verify the
W given of our remarks. Members have written to us guotation in order to state its origin; and as mauny of
from all over America asking about further partu,ulam, . these books caunot be found in America at all, s great
and we shall enlist thexr aupport - many valnable statistics have to be omitted from this

Brief which would othervnsp'be of vital use. ‘

P Tmt Woxx OF THR Mnun'r HREE Perhaps you cau speak of this to.our Indian brothers
s o who are writers or speakersy When submitti ing India's
case (or any case) to ap impartisl tripunal, no quotation

~ Influential hmders in New York and Washington have

agked me to prepare an up-to-date Brief on India's case. can be included which does not give the page and book of
The data thoy now bave ig in a namber of boaks, and its origin, 8o that it may he verificd.tasily. Perhapa our
pamphlets that are very voluminous, and that require brothers will bear this in mind in future publications.
much reading and time to dicclcse the salient facts.  So -Qur Brief on India's case will be printed, if we can got
Mr: Shibley nud Mr. Hotchner werked for wesks over books, the money. If not, Mr. Hotchner will probably take a typed
© - pamphlets, latest London newspapers, etc., in the Washing- copy to Colonel House in Washington when he returns from

ton and New York poblic libraries, culling the salient
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Europe. - Colonel House welcomes such belp, and therafore
we sbhall do for Indis what Paderewski is doing for
Poland, and other authorities for the remsining sabject

nations. We wonder if anyone is preseuting Egypt's

case? . o o oo % s g
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