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M. K. GANDHL

A SBKZTCH OF HIS LIFE AND WORK.
e P,
* HE scene is laid in Johannesburg, Summer
- iscominyg, and the days are lengthening
# oab. At Park Station, at 6 o’clack on a
) * Sunday eveping, in Saptember, 1505, whiist
it was still broad daylight, a small, animared
group of dark-skinned people migit have heen
cbrerved eagerly looking in the direction from
which the mail train from Natal, that stogs at
YVolksrust, was expected. The watchers were
Madrassi hawkers, who were, apparently, awaiting
the  pxrival  of one  affectionately regardea
?i‘ay toem. Punctually 6o time, the train steamod
n, ari there was observed, descending from a
cond-clase compartment, atterded by a prison- -
arder in uniferin, a small, slim, dari, active man,
ith calm eyes and a serene countenance. He
vas cled in the garb of n South African native

v convict—sniall military cap, that did not protect

7 4w {rom the sun, loose, coarse jacket, bearing
numbered ticket, and marked with the broad.
arvow, 'rhort tiousers, one lig dark, the other
ht, stwtiarly marked, thick grey woollen socks

leather sandais.  But it wag plain that he was’.-

“.; " aSouth African native, ard upon closer seru-
5 wvne becawne aware that he, too, was an
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* Yndiar, Yike those who respectfully sglued him,
as he turned quietly to the warder for instructicvs,

' He was carrying a white canvas bag, which held
his clothing and other effects found upon him when
he was received by the gaol autherities, avd nlso a
small basket containing books. He had heen cant
by the Governument to travel nearly two hundred
miles, for many hours, witheut food or the mweans
of procuring i%, asthe warvder had no funds for
that purpose, and but for the chanty of a Europesn
friend—a Governmens official-—he would huve
had to starve for twenty-Iour homrs. A brief

- consuitation ensued between the prirorer and the
warder. The latter appeared to realise the incon-
gruity of the situation, for he bore hiwse!f to-
wards the prisoner with every reasonable mark of
respect. The latter was evidently a person of
some importance, to Whow a corsiderable amonnt
of defereec shoull be shown. The subject of
gonversation whs whother the prisover pre-
ferred to go by cab or to walk to the gaol. I the
former, he (tbe prisoner) would have to pay Dorit.

e, bowevar, declined the ensier method of loco-

motion, chooging to walk threc-quartevs of a mile

in broad davlight, in his convict suit, to the gwl,
and resolutely shouldering his bag, he busily
stepped cut, the Madrassi hawhers s amefacedly
following at some distanes. Later, he disappearc:d
within the grim portals of the Johanueskury gaol
above which is carved, in. Duteh, the wutto,
# Union makes strengih.” ,

Five yoars hove vasged.  On the dustv, mar”
ating road from Stenderton to Greylingstad.”
distance of thares miles, is seen a [long, .
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w;’u} T.yb‘ of mer\z ':n‘vhu, an elosaru inspecthm, are re-
gusable a8 Indiars of the hbouring clause

bpe sumber of s.me two thousanid éf. ’:M&JB’ ?0
moning them, it would be f:mud‘ },h’x‘ pt-.gquz;es--
blﬂ.en gathorad from  the c:.sui-miﬁerx q; ‘;{b{ od
Nataod, whire they had beon workin:? lu Jﬂ'(‘)"l e
Lure, or axs * free ” mon, liable to the rf} :“d?ﬂ-
ta.X. apon the feeadom of thomasslves ) t’t;e‘ir ‘v::l ﬂ
tixgxr sons of 16 years, aud tx‘mi’r z]mwhterqe?é
t:ur!gen. Thay had marched from *\"m:cwfl; ::
‘(h:u';'mmwn, whence they had o,‘omﬁ.& thwli\““d"‘“
iato the Transvaal, at Volierast, i‘he ; ;';e";m f‘;r
!L‘--.’l?inn;r stolidly, and patientiy on ‘}ux;ti‘l ty’]:'lvvv
reacLed Tolstoy Farn:, near J'ohémne;‘mrrr or *‘;:y
wire arvvesterd, as prohibibed irznmgmﬁr‘f ’ };‘y “ti'ﬂ?
Cuverr:mant‘ ‘Thus they had mavched for sev | u;
days on a handfal of -rice, bread, and <nr'f;r bfr‘
earrying vith thom all theip fow wof!r’.} . b?"‘“lj’
ings, nupa?ui shat, a6 the end, tha b:vf.fer (;f e
1‘11%9}1 £3 tax would ba iemoved fmr;x thei
.:,‘x:m,del’.s. .'Ii'zf:y appeared to place imaplicit tru :
a2 smelly Hwping, bent, bat dnzoed nv-z!:,“ \,)u;fx

Iy diressed, aad weing a stedl, painfuily marven
at e herd of the stiaggling colnmn, e with &
ne bend of the stragghing colnwn, bt with
- s v . . R,
sceard and peacaiul coantenance, and a losk o}.

: ¥ - -~ N ) ’ *
:}:xrenebs andl consent. A newrer inspection of flng
Arange figire discioses the same iy gl Shas we

b 3 I 0> S ™ § _ N ‘ e e
have alresdy seen antering the ferbidding tai

of she “Fore,” a; Johannesbury, R ~1 ho o
r " L34 <. Wt DO muc

oldur todoking and care-worn! iie has riken a s‘ ,

‘ oW

:;) eat only one poor meal a day, until the ‘uicui-
us tax upon the hoaour and chastity of ‘his

. brothers and sistors s
sisters shall have hoan repealed,

Upor him, as tie foremos ' i
P » 83 tue foremest protagonist of the
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moverent, has fallen t_he main burden and res-
ponsibiiity of organising ous of the gmntest-vn‘ng
noblest profests against tymnny that the \vvmlﬂ
has ever seen during kthe prelc(_edn]ng seven years.
‘it £t its mark apon him : .
11:;}.56:331?1:3 t;1}5 M'Jhandffs Karamchand Gm}dhx,
Dewar’s soun, Barvister-at-Law, scholar, gtuaen;i
eultured Indizn gentie‘mau, azed‘ leader Qf th
people.  Becatse he preferred to cbey the L{{L?t?kéb
of conscience, becausn I{e placed hon.(.):f.r Le ore
comfort or even life iase!r, hecanse he chose 1;fxt 1::0
aceept an insult to his ‘L\i[(xtnerla':f;d, 'becauaehﬁ
strove so that right should prevail ard th‘;.at :ls
peopie might tave life, o cx\qu\tgd, Cbuftxa{}n
Government in e Cgion) over which “we:??
British fing, desmaed that the besF way L.‘Jmmil:_‘
come such deorgerous contuma(:}t was to Chst Y
bkody inte groi, where at one time he ua.s{ 'com%
lled to herd with and. !::teu".‘e upon gf,he diet o
5;. most degreded aborigina) native felons, ‘[{1??
harely emserging from the pondztwn of‘ bx‘utt;
baasts, or ratl zr, with all their human.asx‘x‘r.-:cu‘wr‘m
and instinuts crushed out of th_em h! thie tieat
o t accorded to them: under the civi-
gﬁﬁg" process of the Transvasls colovr legis-
htﬁﬁimnda& Karamchaed Gaudhi vras boi'n r;l
1e 2nd October, 1862, Though he has a Brak-
th'e" Avitality and desire to serve and he{tclf,
;n“‘flilsen?ta Er;ﬁ:min. Though he has a F\; fb}htzn;‘
otion, heis not a Kekha iy,
co“rt?egling':dtcfii:rgt old’ Bania family resider!'b- ip.
Ilz:thiawar; politics being e heritag:s of tbfé f:iﬂg'f.
His forefathers were Dewans of the \'3
, , .

b
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Porbandar in that Province, his father having
been Dewan of that State for 25 years, as also of
Rajkote and other States in Kathiawar, He w:g
Likewise, at one time, a member of the Rajrs-
thanik Sabha, havirg been nominated theretn by
the Government of Bombay. y. Gandbi's fathey
was known to and loved by ail with whom he
came in contact, and he did not hesitate, if the
need came, to oppose the will of the Rana of
Porbandar and of the Political Agent, when he
thought that they were adopting 4 Wwrong or
unworthy line of cpnduct. That partienlar trait
has evidently descended to hig youngest scy,
Mr. Gandhi’s mother was an orthodex Hinde
LAy, rigid in her observance of religious oblj-
gations, strict in the performance of her dutjes ag
wife and mother, and stern in her datermination
that her chiidren shonld grow up good and honest
wen aud women. Between her youugest son
and herself existed 5 strong ariaction, and Ler
religioug example and influence left 5 iasting im-
pression upon hig characier,  Mohandas Gandhi |
received his education partly in Kathiawac and
partly in London, It wag only with the greatest
ditliculty that his mothey could be provaile. pon
60 consent te¢ hijs Crossing the waters, and betore
doing so, she exacted from him a threafold vow,
aduinistered by a Juin priest, that he wonld
abstain from flesh, aleohol, and warien. And shig
o was faithfully ang whole-heartedly kept
“A*hidst all the teniptations of student life in
{Tlonddh. Young Gandhi became an undergraduate
‘o? Lonhon University and afterwards joined the

I'hner Femple, whence he emerged in due course
[
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a berrister-at-law, He returned to India immaedi-
ately after his call, and was at once admitted ag
an advoeata ¢t the Bombay High Court, in which
eapacity he began practice with some success,

fn 1843, Mr. Gandhi was induced to go to
Scuth Afriea, proceeding to Natal and then to the
Tranevaal, i connection with an Iudian Jeg:l cace
of seme dificulty. Almost immediately npon

Ianding at Durbar, disillusionment awaited him, :
Brovght up in British traditions of the equality of !

all British subjects, an honoured guesv i the
eapital of Lthe Fmpire, he found that, in the British
Colony of Natal, he was regarded as a pariah,
searcely bigher than a savage aboriginal native of
the soil. He applied for admiesion as an Advocate
of the Supreme Court of Natal, but his applica-
ticn wans opposed by the Law Boecicty on the
ground that the law did not contemplate tha.t a
colourdd person should be admitted to practise.
Fortunately, the Supreme Court viewed the matter
in a8 different light and granted the applieation,
Bat Mr. (andhi received sudden warning f what
awaited him ir the vears 1o come, ‘

In 1894, on the urgent invitation of the Natal
Indian comrunity, he decided to remsin in the
Colony, in order that be -might be of

" gervice in the political troubles that he foresaw in
the near future. In that year, together with a
number of prominent members of the community,
he founded the Natal Indian Congress, being
for rome years its honorary secretary,_ in
which eapacity he drafted a pumber of petitions
and memorials admirable in constructlox‘ lucid

and sinple in. phraseology, clear and concise.in th;a

t i

munner of setting forth the subject-matter, He
toock a lending part in the suscessful attenipt.
to defeat the Acintics Exclusion Aet passed
by the Natal Pacdiswent and in the unsuc-
cessful one to prevent the disfisnchisement of
the Tedian cummunity, though the eflort made
obiized vhe Imperial authorities to insist that
this disfianchizement shonld be effected along
nen-raeial fines. At the end of 1895, he returned
to India. being authcevised by the Natal and
Transvasi Indiansg to represent their grievances to
the Indisn public. This he did by means of
addresses and a zmphlet, the mutilated contents
of which were Summarised by Reuter and cabied
to Nataj, where they evoked a furious protest on
the part of vhe Hurorean coionists. The telegram
ran thne YA pawphlet published in India

Jeciares that the Indiaus in Natal are robbed,

anc assaalted, and treated like beasts, and are
unzble to ohtain redress. The 7imes of India
advorates An enquiry into these allegations.”

This mossage was certamniy not the truth, the
whole truth, snd nothing but the truth, though
it Lud elecents of trath in it.  Aboat the same
time, Mr., (anchi returned tc Durban with his
family, and with him, though independently of
Liui, traveled several computriots. The rumour
arose that he was bringing with him 8 number of
sialled Indinn workers with the express object of
ousting the European artisans from the field of
employwent, and the two circumstances combined
to stimulate in the colonists, high and low alike,
all the worst passicus, and feeling ran so high
that the Attorney-General, Mr. Escombe, felt
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himself obliged to side with the popular party,and

accordingly gave instructions that the vessels:

bringing Mr, Gandhi and his companions should
be detained in quarantine, The quarantine was

only raised when the ship-owners annoanced tiejp.
ntention of taking legsl action against the Gov-,
ernment. Tie vessels now came alongsid: the'

wharf, but the crowd that assembled becume sp
bostile that a police inspector, who came on board,
warned Mr. Gandhi of his own personal danger if!
he landed then, and urged him to delay the land-,
ing until night, A little Jater, however, a well-i
known member of the Natal Bar 2ame on board
speci«dly “to greet Mr. Gandhi and offer his
services, and Mr. Gandhi at once determined to
land without waiting for darkness to come,;
trusting, as he himself ex pressed it, to the British:
gense of justice and fair play. e was soon’
recognised however, set upon, and half-killed,
when the wife of the Superintendant of Police,
who recognised him, ran to his rescue, and,
raising her umbrella over bim, defied tlie crowd,

and accompanied him to the store of an ]miianj»

friend. Mr. Gundii was however, in order tol
save his friend’s property, obliged to escape dis.
guised as a police constable. |

The atfair was at end, popular pzssions calmed
down, and the newspapers apologised to him,
though the incident demcnstiated the teripor of
the mob towards the resident Indian commur ity,
Years afterwards, meeting Mr. Gandhi one day,
Mr. Escon.be expressed profound regret at hig
<connexion with this unsavoury business, declarirg,
that, at the time, he was unacquainted with;

!

b

Mr. Gaalhi’s personal merits and those of the
comn.unity to which he belonged. Half an hour
fater he was found dead in the streets, stricken
down by heart-disense,

In 1899, «t ths outbreak of the Anglo-Boer
War, Mr. Gandhi, after considerable opposition,
induced the Government to accept the offer of an
Indian Ambulance Corps. The Corps was one
thousard strong and saw active service, being on
one occasion, at least, under heavy fire, and on
another, removing the dead bod y of Lord Robert’s
only son from the field. The Corps was favour-
ably veported ot, and Mr, Gandhi was mentioned
in desputches, afterwards receiving the war medal,
His object in offering the services of s body
of Indians to do even the most menial work was
to show that the Indian community desired to
tuke their full share of public responsibilities.
and that just as they knew how 5 demand rights,
s0 they also knew how to assume obligations. And
that has been the keynote of Mr. Gandhi’s publie
work from the beginning,

Writing in the /llustrated Star of Jchannes-
burg in July 1911, a European, who had taken
Pact in that campaign, says

My first meeting with Mr, M. K. Gandhi was under
ftrauge circuwstances. It was on the road from Spion
Kop, alter the tnteful retirement of the British troops
ia January, 1900, The previous atternoon 1 saw the
indiar mule-train moved up the slopes of the Kop CArTYy-
ing water to the distressed soldiers who had lain
powerless on the plateau. The mules carried the water
in immense bags, one on each side, led by .Indians at
their heads, The galling rifle-fire, which heralded their
arrival on the top, did not deter the stnngely-looking
cavalcade, which moved slowly forward,and as an India,
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fell, another quietly stepped forwacd to £l the vacant
place, Afterwards the grim duty of the bearer corps,
which Mr, Gandhi organised in Natal, hegan. It Was on
fuch ocesriong the Indians proved their fortitude, and
the one with the greatest fortitude of aj was the subjecs
of this sketop, Atter a night's wo, k, which hud shatter-
od men with much bigger frames, I came scrose Gandhi
in the early morning sitting by the roadside.— eating g
rosulation Army bigcuit, Every man i Buller's’ jorce
was duall ang depressed, aud demnation war heartily
invoked on evervthing Byg Gandhi wag stoical in hiy
bearing, cheerful, ard cosfident jn his “onversetion, argd
had a kindly eve,’ Re did one gond. It was an informsl
introduetion, and it led to o friendship, | paw the man
&nd his smal} undiseiplined COrps on many a field of
battle Suring the Neta) campaign, When suceour was

rendered they svere there, Their uoassuraing
dauntlessness €08t them many lives, apd eventaally ap
order wag published fcrbidding them to £0 into the
fiving-lipe, Gandhij simply did hig duty then, ung 1jg
Comment the ot.hurfevening in the moment of his trinmph,

at the dinuer to the Europeans why had Supported the .

Indian norement, when 8ome hundreds of hig country.
men and a largs vumbper of Europeans Paid him a poble
tribute, was that he bad 8imply done hig duty,

In 1301, owing to g breakdown in health, My,
Gandhi went to India, taking his family with him,
Before he went, however, the Natal Indian com-
munity presauted him,  Mrg, Gandhi, and hic
childrer. with valuable golg plate ard jeweilery,
He refused, however, to accept a single item
of this munificent gift, pulting it on one
side to ba ysed for pubiie purposes, should
the need arige. The incident but endeared
him the mors to the people, who realised once
again how selfless wag the work that he had so
modestly and unassumingly undertaken, Before
the Ambulance Corps left for the front, its mem-

ter had been publicly entertained by the latg-
Sir Johxn Eubiusen, then Prime Mm;stgr of
Natal, and o the oceasion of the pxesenta‘ttmn to
Mr. Gandhi by the Iudian community, he
eddressed a letter to the organisers of the' ceve-
meny, in which, after excusing his unavoidable
ahsenca, he waid -

It would have given me great pleasnre to have been
present on the oceasion of ro _v.'c,ibezln'r.‘fd a mn}k. of
re-pect t6 obr ah'e and d:rzhn;;‘:usugf.l L‘-H-ns»c‘xejzer;,
Mr, Gandhi . .., . Not the fess beardl~ do 1 wish 3?
Biecass to this public receanition of e geod wo * do‘r.f,
and the many s/«rrices revdored to tue eotununily by
Mr, Gardti,

Cu his arvival in Bombux, My, Gandh'{ OnUe
cre resumad practice, as he then had uo inten-
‘tion of reiurning to South Africa, beileving ‘thrzt,
with  the end of the war, a new era had aryived.
Senveely, hovever, had  he returncd fmm the
Calentt: Congress, whete, under Me, Wacha, he
d1d some very usef.d orgauising work uunobtru-
sively, when he received an urgent tele;ram ‘frem
;\'af:‘:?, vescmptonily calling him back to Soath
Africa to druft the memorials to Mr, (ihumbm';‘
lain, wicse visit was Imwinent, to take charve of
the work required to secure the removal of &l
ances and to place Indian altuips finaliy
igherdevel. Without's moment’s hesite.-
5y he obeyed tho eall of duty, and a new
CORpisy (:-pe;z.u’d in kis lite, In Nato], he had bteen
able to overcomn oflictz] preinlice aud was high
o the cateem oF Wl those Tleads of De[tartmesljts
and  Winiiters with whom  his puhlic daties
brovght Jum into  contect, bBut when, _aft;(‘ar
heading a deputation to Mr, Chainberlain in

-ng gine
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Natal, he was called to the Transvaal for s similar
purpose, he found all cfficialdom hestile, and he
wis refused the right to attend upon M,
Chamberlain as a member of a deputation of
Transvaal Indians; and it was oniv after tne
utmost endeavours that he prevailed *upon the
Indian communnity to sond g deputation  that
<id not include him. Finding that tpe situation
was becoming rajidly worse, and belr.g without a
trained guide, ths Tvansvaal Inidians pressed him
to remain with them, ar.d this he at last conseuted
to do, being admitted to practize as an Attorney
of the Sunreme Court of the Transvaal. In 1903
togethur with other communal leaders, he founded
the Transvaal British Indiar A s=ociation, ol
which, until hic final departure from South Africs
he wus the horiorary secretary ar d prineipal legs?
-adviser,. ‘ . '

In 1904, ar outbrerk of plékve occurred in
the Indian Location, Jolannesburg, laygely owing
to gross negligence on the part of the Municipa!
authorities, in spite of repeated warnings of the
insanitsry conditions preveiling. A week hefore
the ofticial announcement of the outhreak, Mr.
‘Gandhi sent @ final warning that plague had
alveady broken out, but his statement wes oilicially
denied. When, however, a pabiic adnssion of
the existence of plagnie conld ne longer be with-
held, but before the Municipal authoritics had
taken any steps to cope with the discase, he at
-once orgavised a private huspital ani nursing
home, and; tugeter with a few Jevoted {i:ends
personally tended the plague patisnts: and .+

work was forumally appreciated by the Murnieips |

authorities. In the same year, owing to arbi-
tration proceedings between expropriated Indian.
suand-bolders in the Locaticn and the Johannes-
burg Municipality, in which he was  busily
engaged, he earned large professional fees which
he uafterwards devoted in their entirety to public
parposes,

A hact the mnllla ~f 1Tan9 it -
him that, if the South Afl-icax;thh?i?mgc \g'glrzego lgg
bronght into closer association with each other
tnd with their Enropean fellow-colonists, and to
te politically and socially educated, it was abso-
{utely necessary Ao have a newspaper, and, after
consultation, he provided the greater part of the
capital for (63 inauguration, with the late Mr.,
M. H. Nuaur as editor, and thus Tndian Upinion
was born. It was first published in English, Guja-
rati, Hindi, and Tamil. For various reasons, it
aiterwards became necessary to dispense with
the Taril and Hindi eolumns. But although Mr,
Gundhi, had, in theory, delegated much of the
work of condueting the paper to others, he was
unremitting iu his own efforts to make it a succesg,
His purse was ever open to make good the deficits
that continually occurred owing to the circum-
stances of its production, axd to its English aund
Gujarati columns he contributed month after
month and year after year out of the fund of his
own political and spiritual wisdom and his unique
knowiedge of South African Indisn afinirs,

Fowards the end of 1904, however, finding that
the paper was absorbing all the money that could
be spared without making sany appreviable finan-
cial headway, be went to Durban to Investigate

13
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the situation. During the journey he becams
absorbed in the perusal of Ruskin’s “ Unto this
Last,” and he received certain impressions that
were confirmed whilst on a visit to some relatives,
who had started a trading enterprise in an up-
country village. His conclusions were that the
town conditions in which the paper was produced
were such as almost to compel vinlimitad wacts, to
ace as a check upon the originality and individaal-
ity of the workers, and to prevent the reaiisation
of his dearest desire to so infuse the columns of the
paper with a spirit of tolerance and persuasiveness
as to bring together all that wasbest in the Euro-
pean and Indian communities, whose Fsto it was
to dwell sids by side, either matuaily hostile to or
suspicious of each other, or amicably co-operating
in the securing of the welfare of the State and
the building-up of a wise administration of its
assets. Accordingly, he detevmined that the very
first thing to be done was to put ar end to the
divorce of the workers from the land, acd frem
this determination arose what has si:ee bucome
known as the Phenix Settlement. Phonix is
sitnated about 12 miles from Durban, in the
midst of a sugar-growing country, aud Mr. {iendbi
invested his savings in the purchase of an estate
of about 100 acres of land about two miles distant |
from the station, on which were erccted tlo press|
buildings and machinery. A numbor of selected !
Indians and Europeans were invited %o become
settlers, and the original conditions were tiese—
that they should have entire managcment of all thel
* assets of the press, including the land itself : that|
each should practically vow himscif to a life of,

5y
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poverty, accepting no more than £3 (Rs. 45) a
month, expenses being high in South Africa,and an
equal share in the profits, if any ; that a house
should bo built for him, for which he should pay
when able, and in whatever instalments might
scem suitable to him, without interest ; that he
shouid have two acres of land as his own for
cultivation, payment being on similar conditions,
and that ha should devote himself to working for
the public gocd, Indian Opiniom beine meanwhila
the mainspring of the work. Whilst the tunda-
mental principleg remained, it became necesssry
later, iv the light of further experience, to modify
these conditions, Subsequently the Pheenix
settlers extended the scope of their labours, and it
is hoped to undertake the task of educating some
at least of the children of the lakh-and-a-half of
Indiaps in Soath Africa. 1t is true that, in com-
parison with the magnitude of the task, but a
small beginniuy has veen made, but this is princi-
roliy @ue %o the lack of qualified workers and also
to the stite of the excliequer,

In 1906, a pative rebeilion broke out in Natal
due to many causes, but realising that bloodshed
was imminent and that hospiral work would neces-
sarily snsue therefrom, Mr. Gandhi offered, on
behalf of the Natal Indians, a Stretcher- Rearer
Corps, which, after some delay, was accepted,
Meanwhile, he had sent his family to Pheenix,
where he thought it was most proper that they
should live, rather than in the dirt, noise, and rest-
lessuess of the town. He himself volunteered to
lead the Corps, which was on active service for
a month, being mentioned in despatches and pub-
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Yicly congratulated and thanked by the Clovernor
for the valuable services rendered. Each member
of the Corps has had awarded to him the medal
especially struck for the occasion, and as an indi-
cation of the manner in which the Transvaal ap-
preciated the work so selilessly performed by Mr,
Gandhi and his Corps, it may be noted that,
together with at least three other members cof the
Corps, as well as some who belonged to or helped
to fit out the old Ainbulance Corps, he was tlung

24060 ZAOL, LU ASSUCIATe WILH Griinals of the lowest
type. The work of the Corps was, besides that
of carrying stretchers and marching on foot behind
Monnted Infantry, through dense bush, some-
times thiriy miles a day, in the midst of a savage
enemy’s country, unarmed and unprotected to
perform the task of hospital assistants and to
nurse the wounded natives, who had been eallous-
ly shot down by the ecolonial trooners, or had
been cruelly lashed by military tvmunand, Me.
Gandhi does not like to speak his mind wiews
what he saw or learnt on this occasion. But many
times he must have had searchings of conscience
a8 to the propriety of his allying himself, even in
that merciful capacity, with those capuble of such
acts of revolting and inexcusable brutality. How-
aver, it is well to know that nearly all his solicitude
was exercised on behalf of aboriginal native
patients, and one saw the Dowan’s son ministering
to the needs and allaying the sufferings of some
of the most undeveloped types of humanity, whose
odoar, bahits, and surroundirgs must have been
. exiremely repugnant to a man of refined tastes—
though Mr. Gandhi himself will not admit this.

'O

17

Scarcely had he returned to Johannesburg to
resume practice (he bad  left his office to look
aiter itself during his absence), than a thunder-
holt was launched by the Transvaal Governuent
by the promulgation of the Draft Asintic Law
Amnendment Ordinance, whose terms are now
famitiar throughout the length and breadth of
Jrda, After years of plotting and scheming,
the anti-Asiaties of the Transvaal, having first
socuared the willing services of un administrative

. deprrtment anxious to find an excuse for the

continuance of its own existence, con:pelled the
capitvlation of jthe executive itself with the
afore-mentioned result. Mr, Gandhi at once rea-
lised wint was afoot, and understood immediately
that, uunless the Indian comm unity adopted a
decid-d astivude of protest, which would be nacked
up. if necessary, by resoiute action, the whole
Indian population of South Africa was doomed,
and he accoringly took counsel with the leading
members of the comwunity, who agreed that the
measure ust be  fought to the bitter ond.
Air. Ganvii is chietly responsile for the initiation
of the policy of passive resistance that Was
so successfaily carvied ont by the Indians of
South Afries during the next eight years. Since
that day, Mr. Gandbi's history has been mainly
that of tha JPassive Resistance stroggle. All know
how he took the oath not to submit to the Law on
the ‘11th September, 1905; how he went 0
England with a compatriot in the same year, and
how their vigorous pleading inducad lord Eigin
to suspend the operation of the objectionable
legislation : how, when the law tinall ¥ reeeived the
2
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Foyal assent, he threw himself into the forofront
of the fight, and, by speech, pen, and example,
inspired the whole com munity to maintain an
adamantine front to the atiack that was being
made upon the very foundatione of its relizicn,
its national honour, its racial self-respect, its man-
hood. No one was, therefore, surprised when, at
the end of 1907, Mr. Gandni was arreated,
together with a number of other leaders, and con-
signed to gaol; or how, when he heard that some of
his friends in. Pretoria had been sentenced to six
months’ impriscnment with hard labour, the maxi-
mum penalty, he pleaded with the Magistrate to
impose this penalty upon him too, as he had been
the acknowledged leader and inspirer of the oppo-
sition against this Law, To him it was a terrible
shock that his followers were being more harshly
treated than ke himself, and it was with bowed
head and deep humiliation that he loft the Court,
sentenced to two months’ simple imprisonment |
only. Happily, the Government realised the
seriousness of the situation, snd after three we@ks“
iroprisonment of the leading passive resisters,)
‘General Smuts opened negotiations with ti am, |
and a cov:premise was effested botween him and|
the Indian community, partly written, partiy]
verbal, whereby voluntary registration, whick h:‘.aﬂ
beenrepeatedly offered, was aceepted conditionally |
upon the Law being subsequently repealed, T!tis')
promise of repeal was made personally to M~
Gandbi by General Smuts, in the presence of ;
oficin] witnesses. When, shortly afterwards, Mr,]
Gandhi was vearly killed by a few of his more’
fanatical fellow-countrymen (who thought he had |

L
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betrayed tham fo the Gevernment) as ho was on
hxa way o the Registration Ofice to carry out
his pledgs to the Giovernment, he issued a letter
to the Indian community in which he definitely
declared that prouuse of repeal had been made
General Smuts did not atlempt to deny the fm:t’
and, indeed, did not do o until several monbhs,
wter, No one was, however, astonished to find
Mr. Gandhi charging General Smuts with breach
of faith, and absolutely refuzing to compromise
himself or the con:munity that he represented
by accepting furthoer legislation that would, in the
end, heve still further degraded the Indians of
South Africa. Having convinced his colleagnes
that such acceptance on their pact was impossibie
the struggle recommenced, ’

~ Twice more, during this period of Passive
Resistance, was be sent to gool, and then the
Guvernment sought to seduce his followers from,
their aliegianues, by imprisoning therm in handreds
and leaving him free. 1n 1909, whilst hig fn'emi’
and fe!ir;w-wcrker, Mr, Polak, was in India, on
bekalf of the South African Indian commu;ity
he and a colleague had gone to  England to en:

_ deavour to arouse the public consciener there to the

enormities that were being perpetrated in South
Africa in the name of the Buiiish people, Whilst
be failed in his moin purpose o secure from
General Smats, throngh the mediation of the
JTmperial Governmens, the removal of the rus)
bar in the Immigration Law, he neverthejess
sowed the seeds of the subseuent settlement, fop
his suggestions were embodied, and theiy adoption
was recommended by the Imperial Government

v
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in their despatch to Lord Gladstore, shortly after
the creaticn of the Urion of South Africa iu the
following year.
In 1611, the second “ provisional settlement
was effected after the Union Government had,
notwithstauding  prolonged  and sympathesic
regotiations with Mr, Gandhi, found themselves
unable to discover a formula acceptable alike to
the Indisn community, the Government them-
selves, and Parliament. Nor did the vear 1912
show any better promise in the direction of a final
settlement, Meanwhile, there occurred the historie
visit to South Africa of Indin's great statesrcan-
patriot, the Hon. Mr. Gokhale, who, even then,
was suffering from il-heslth. Mr. (fandhi, wiio,
for years had regurded him as his own political
leader, had invited him to South: Afiica, not
primarily  for political  veasons, but so that
he might nuise his guwry back to heslth,
Circumstances combined, however, to impose
upon Mr. Gokhale a greater phrsicol strain
than had been anticipated, in spite of Mr, Gandki’s
own devoted personal service, It was pathstic:
und beautiful to observe the way these two old
friends refused to see seything bus the best in exch
other, in spite of thewr fundamental diffevences
of temperamont and often of outlock. To
Gondhi, Goekhale was the gellant ard selfless
paladin, to whom the whole of India looked
up as her noblest sor.  To Gokhale, Gandh} Was
the very embudiment of saintly self-abnegation, a
man whose pevsonal sutferings, splendid, ard
ehivalrous leadership, and moral fervour, marked
him out a5 one of the most outstandirg figures of

g

the duy, the coming leader of his people, who had
wade the name of his adored Motherland revered
and hobovred throughout the Empire and beyoud,
and who had proved beyond dispute the capacity
of even his most insignificant countrymen tc live
and die for her.

During this visit, Mr. Gekhale extracted a
promise (afterwards denied) from the principal
Union Ministers, that they would introd:ce legia-
lation repealing the £3 tax. When therefore
in 1913, Mr. Gandhi discovered that the Cloverm-
ment  were not; going to fultil theiy pledges of
1911, and that they refused to ropeal the £33 tax,
he dencunced the “ provisional settlement,” and,
in September, announced the revival of Passive
Reristance and its bodily extention to Natal,
where he momptly crganised and cavried through
the now Listoric Strike. The events of this jast
phase of the struggle are too recent in the puolic
memory to need more than the barest reco pitu-
laticn—the campaign of the Indi'n women whose
marrisges had been dishoncured by a fresh deci-
sion of the Supreme Court at the instigation of
the Government, the awakening of ‘he free and
indentured labourers all over Natal, the tremen-
dous strikes, the wonderful and bistoric strikers’
march of protest into the Transvaal, the horvible
sceues enacted [ater in the etfort to erush the
strikars and compal them to resuiie work, tie
arrest and imprisonment of the principal leaders
and of bundreds—nay thonsands—of the rank and
file, the enormous Indian mass meecings held in
Durban, Johannesbarg, and other parts of the
Union, the fierce and passionate indignation
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aroused in India, the large sums of money p(jlure;é
into South Africa from all parts of the Mothe: zm; v
Lord Hardinge's famous ‘speech at Madms? N._x;
which he pinced himself at the hsad of '[n-dxan ;EUI:_'
opinion and his deman‘d fora (.Olmxmsst?x.'xlwoc o
quiry, the energetic efforts of I‘Jcru Anmpt 1111 5 ~e(:~¢'3]
mittee, the hrrried intervention of the ; qu .Of |
authoritiea, the appointment over t);le'. e .h of
the Indian commiunivy ?f t:} C]Om{il::;lm;h: :‘Ls'
rsormel could not satisfy the Indians, ¢ i
{ﬁ);xgzen;iom prison of the leaders whose 'ald’v.'.c‘e [tlfo
iguo;e the Commission was almost Snnersznﬁ
accepted, the arrival of Messrs. ‘Anf !'ewsmili~
Pearson and their wor.d.erfu} work o© Vr(;fto ; i
ation, the deaths of Hz-‘trbatsmg}: and ia xaimg;‘,
the straited position relieved only bg t kle x:hen
ruption of the second .E_uropean' stui e;1 rhen
Mr. Gandhi, as on an earhier occasion, u?} er ook
no$ to batper the Government whilst .ul:tey had
their bands full with the ‘fx'egri fi‘m:“.“ ly, g
when it hed been dealt with, the en A;‘;Z pew
gpirit of friendliness, trust, and r.-o-ipem()d » that,
wag found $o have ba{in f;reated ;)}1; ;,;.elxin ;lin\ﬁ\;-
the great Indian leader an
zfxc‘il:t?r;ad around him by M}r. A!_ldx:ews as he
roceeded with his great }mzterm'l mission. o aro
d All these tuings are of receut lnssory, 2 are
tie favourable recommepdbatio?es :rfe she tz.;?:n:tl’ldss;?l
ractically ever int re ]  and ot
g? \S;‘zghm;;i!ive I{aél;:tanw};xad a;x_seni;m t}::) 232%:1
i jommissien’s Report in its entire |
:Jl;rn;heof{:‘zsgzmc;g::xt, the intreduction ?tnd lpa!;;;ll?i
i f the Indians Relief Act, after ,en
.:::g l::m:rkable debates in both Houses of the
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Legislature, the correspoudetce between My,
Gandhi and Cenemal Smuss, in which the latter
undertoo, on behalf of the Government, to carry
through the administrative reforms that were not
covered vy the new Act, and the final letter of
the Indian protagonist of Puassive Resistance,
formudly antouncing the conclusion of the struggle
and setting forth the Poitts upon which TIndians
would sooner or later have £o e satisfied before
they could acquire complete equality of eivil statis
~-und the scenes of hia departure for his beloved
motherland, engoted throughout  the country,
wilerein the deaths and sufferings of the Indian
martyrs, Nagappen, Narayansamy, Harbatsingh
and Vihammna, were jnstitied and sanctified to
the W’()l'}d. .

Faithful to his instinet for service, Mr. Gandhi
hursied to Lrgland, where he heard that Mr.,
Cokhale was eriticaily ili, and arrived, on the
outbreak of the Cireat War, to find that his fiiend
was slowly recovering from the almost  fatal
atback that had overwhalmed himn, Here, too,
kis sense of responsibility revesled itself, He
recoynised that it was Ingdia’s duty, in the hour
of the Hmpire' trial, to do afl in her rower to
help, and Le at once set about the formation of
the  Indian  Volunteor Ambulance Corps in
London, enrolling himself and his devoted wife,
who [kad herself been barely snatched frowm the
jaws of death but a few w

voeks earlier, amongst
the members, But the years of strain, his neglact

of his own physical well-being, and hic addiction ¢
to long fasts as a means to spiritual purifieation,
had undermined a never very robust constitution,

1
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and his condition became so serious that private!
and official friends insisted upon his proseeding'
immediately, with Mrs. Gaudhi, to Indis, Since’
his acrival in his Motherland, at the beginning of!
1913, his movements have been much in tha,
popular eye. His progress through India, from|
the day of the publiec landing and welecorie at the.
Apollo Bunder, was in the nature of a veritable:

triumph, marred only by the sudden death of his' :

beloved teacher, Gopal Krishna (fokhale, wbo had:
sacrificed health and life itself upon the aitar of,
his country’s welfare, 3 ‘
The Government of India marked their sppreci- -
ation of Mr. Gandhi’s u»igue services by recom-!
mending him for the Kaisar-i- iind Gold Medal,|
which was conferrec upon him by the King-
Emperor amongst the 1915 New Year's Honours, |
To Mr. Gokhale he bad given a promise to make
no public utterance on Indian aflairs until at
least a year had passed, snd he had visited the:
principal centres of public life in Indis, This |
promise, which was faithfuily kept, was exacted, :
because Mr. Gokhale, hoping to see in him hLis
own successor, had been somewhat disturbed by
the very advanced views expressed by Mr. (GGandhi
in the proscribed pamphlet, Hind Swarej, whose
pages, we now know, were written to shew the |
basie similarity of civilisation the world over, the !
superiority for Indin of the particular indian
phase of that civilisation, and the stupidity of the
barriers of luxury erected by the modern indus-
tria! civilization of the West, that constantly
separate man from man, and make him a senseless
- machine-drudge, and that threaten to invade

s\

that holy Mctherland that stands in his eyes for
the victory of spivit over matter. He bad eon-
demued some things of which he had disapproved,
in My, Gokhale’s opinion, somewhat bastily, and
the older man had thought that, after an absence
from India of so wany years, during which he
had perhaps idcalised certain phases of Indian
life, a year's travel and observasion would be a
useful corrective, 'Which of the two, if either,
has correctly diagnosed the situation. . Time alone
can show, '

Mr. Gandhi, however, made his Leadquarters at
Ahmedabad, the ¢ipital of his own "Province of
Guajarat, apd here ke foande] bis Satyegrar-
ashran, where he is endeavouring to train up from
childhood pubiic servants unon a basis of austerity
of lite aud personal subordination to the commen
good, the members supporting themselves by work
at thea-hand-loom or other manual labour.

The recent unfortunats incident at Benares, of
which far too much has been made, revealed the
hold that he possesses upon the. esteem and affec-
tion of his countrymen, for his version of what
transpired was generally accepted.,  And now that
he is free to speak, he may be expected to take a
prominent part in the building-up of the Indian
nation along his own peculiar lines.  For, he will
teach both by precept and by ezample. DBut he
will go his own way, untrammeled by precedent,
carefully analysing the criticism to which be is
bound to be subjucted, holding himself answerable,
however, to hiz own conscience alone, For heis
of the prophets, and not merely of the secondary
interpreters of life,
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If there is one characteristic more ',ffhan
another that stamps Mr. Qandhi as,a man
amongst men, it is his extraordinary love of
truth. His search for it is the one passion of
his life, and every action of his indicates the
devotee of this usually distant shrine. What-
ever he says, even those most hostile to him un-
hesitatingly believe, as being the truth so far as
he is aware of it, and he will not hesitate to
retract, publicly and immediately, anithing that
he may have unwittingly declired to be a fact,
but which he afterwards inds to b4 unwarrsnted,
His political opponents admit unquestioningly
that every action of his is prompted only by the
most consciontions and imperscnal motives, In
his legal practice, which he has now definitely -
abjured as an “unclean thing,” he was highly,
regarded by his fellow-practitioniers s an ahle
Iawyer and an bonoursble colieague o opP WP,
and Magistrates and Judges alike paid careful |
attention to any case that Mr. Gandhi advocated,i
realising that it had intrinsic merits or that he |
sincerely believed that it had. He hes Heen
known to retire from a case in open Court, and
in the middle of the hearing, baving realised that
his client had deceived him, ard ho never aceejit-
ed acase except on the exprass understanding
that he reserved to himself the right to withdraw
at any stage if he felt that his client had not
dealt honestly with him.

.His self-suppression and courtesy are universal-
ly recognised and appreciated. He has scarcely
€ver been known to give angry expression to his
, foelings, and then only when moved by a sense of
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rigl leous. indiguation. He has pever, durirg the
whole'apirse of his public career, condescended to
the use of thn average politician’s dictionary of
invective, and his courtesy and nrbanity _tqwaz-ds

pponents avises from his desire i and ‘A})l“, “y o
pirce himself in their positiou Lefore attackirg it.

t was this characteristic, more than anvthing e?se,
that drew trom the Nalel Mercury, the priveipal
newspaper in the Cclony. the following protest on
the occasion of Mr. Gandhi’s being marched along
the puhlic thoreughiares of PrefSoria, manacled hike
a commaon thief or a rinaway siave ;—-

i

We may expreis 4vhat wa helieve to be the gengr!;.l
regret of the Natal publie that cectain f['ramvml offica is
should have thonght it nenesgary vhy other day to rihiact
Mr, Gandhi to the indigaity of bandeaffing while being
walked through the streets to give evidenca. ... Mtl'l
{landhi i8 a: jeast a political prizoner, and as guv
Heserves batter treatomsent thawn thab met_mumd out te
‘debared crimivals. A regulation thai subjects any £30,
a8 satter what the charge aguinst hu, to such treat-
meut i8 morstrovs, i

1

His generosity is proverhial. He never issued
a formal demand for payment of a debt due to
him, conceiving that his debtor, if an honest man,
would oay when he could, and if a dishonest man,
would not be made tho more honest by the use of
legai ccmpuision, Indeed, in his every action,
he vindicates Lis hostility to the doctrine of force
ard lis alidivg affecticn for that of loveas a
rale of life. When he was nearly done to death
by a fauatical Pathan, in 1008, he a?;sqlut-ely
refused $0 chargs his assuilznt or to give evidence
against him,  EHe peeferred to conquer }Jim by
love, a.id succeeded . for enrly the following year
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the Pathan, who had been deported to IndiAp be-
causs he sturdily refused to compiy with the
'_l'ransvsml Law, addrexsed s lotter to Mr. Gandni
in which be assuved the latter that all his svm-
pathies were with him, and %e wonld de what he
cold to heip the canse.
 Mr. Gandhi's sense of pablic dutv is profound,
Just before his fivst arvest, he received the news
that his youngest child was desperately il and
he was asked to go to Phenix »t ones if he wish-
ed to save him. He refused, saying that his
greater duty lay in Johannesbury, whera the
comianity had need of him, and Iis child's life
or death miust be left in God’s hands, Similarlv
during his second impriconment, he recei\e(i
telegraphic news of Mrs. Gandni’s serious ilness,
and was urged, even by the visiting Magistrate,
to pay his fine and so becone free o nurse her,
Again be refused, declining to te bound by pri-
vale ties when such action would proh: bly rexult
in weakeniny the community of which he was the
stay and the inspiration, And although, afrer
hig release and his subsequent re-arrest, he pnuld
have secured indefinite postponement of the hanr-
ing of Lis case, so that he might nurse Mus, Gan-
dhi back to health after a serious operation, ag
soon as he heard that the Transvasl (;'.overnm:ant
were arxious to see him back again in gaol, he
hastered to the Trausvaal from Natal, leaving
Mrs. Gandbi, for aught hoe knew to the contrary.
-on her deathbed. His eldest son wss iu ga'ol’
as a passive resister for inany mouths, ant he
subsequently tork his second and thivd sons to
join the strugyzle, in order that they, too, miris
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grow throagh the hard discipline of prison-life.
Yot he is a devoted husband and father, and
is 1ntensely attached to children. Indeed, he
is pever happier than when with little children,
His sense of duty was never more strikingly
demonstrated than when he set ont, on that
fateful morning in- February, 1908, to fulil
his pledge to the Transvarl Government that
ha would undertake voluntary registration.
He knew that, owing to a misunderstanding,
which even Lis Jucidity and persuasiveness
could pot overcome, a small section of the
communisy had teen rendered bitterly hostile
to him, and that his future asaailant was at that
moment in his office and waiting an opportunity

~ for a physieal atsack, which could only be effected

in the open street. Mr, Gandhi had no thought
of seeking police protection against a compatriot,
but waiked straight to the Registration Otlice, and
on the way the expected attack was delivered,
Bleeding from open wounds and in the greatest
pain, he was taken to the Rev. J. J. Doke’s house,
but before ha would permit the doctor to stitch up
bis face, which was badly gashed, he insisted upon
completing the form of sppiication for voluntary
registravion in *he presence of the Registrar of
Asiatics, giving full detaiis as to identity, like tke
least of his followers-—Myr, Gandhi has always
steadfustly refused, either within or outside of
prison, to avail himself of any privilege that is not
accorded to the humblest of his countryicen-—and
then permitted his wounds to be sewn vp without
availing bimself of an anasthetie. That same day,
though tossing feverisbly wmpon a sick-bed, he
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issued the following manifesto to the Indian com-
munity, which had for the momen$ been taken
aback by the suddenness of the assuult and by a
series of foolish errors on the part of the regis-
tration officials :—

. Those who have committed the act did not know whab
they were doing. They thought that | was doing what
was wrong, They have had their redress in tue only
mauner they know. I, therefore, request that no stepe
be taken agsaiust them.

Boeing that the asesuit was committed by » Mabome-
dan or Maliomedans, the Hindus might probably fee:
burt. If so, they would puat themselves in the wrong
‘before the world and their Maker, Rather lot the blood
8pili to-day cemert the two communities indissolubly —
such is my heartfelt prayer, Mar God grantit! , ..., .
The spiri6 of passive resistance rightly understood
should make the paople fear none and nothing but God
—no cowardly fear, therefore, shouléd defer the wvaat
majority of sober-miuded Indisng from doing their duty.
The promise of repesl of the Act, agairst voluntary
registration, having heen given, it ie the sacred duty of

every true Indian to help the Goverameut and t.hey

Colony $o the uttermost. )
To assume responsibilities, to recognise obliiga-
tions, was always Mr. Gandki’s main thought,

in his relations with the ¥uropean colonists of -
South Africa; for he knew that the completest .

rights canrot be availed of by undeveloped and
irresponsible people. Hence his offers, on behalf
of the community, of ambulance and stretcher-
bearer corps, his desire to afford the Governent
and Municipal authorities the utmost help at all
times in the propor conduct of public affairs and
the goveraance and uplifting of the Indien com-
munity, He always felt that the only possible
road to progress was by compelling the European

«y

31 "\ {1

colonists to recognise tite real worth and steriing-
ness of character of his compatriots and a deep-
srated decire to secure mutual respect was at the
bottum of his action in advising his fellow-country-
men to continee the struggle for the preservation
of their manhood.

Perhaps, Mr. Gandhi's grealest regret during
all the terrible years ot the struzgie in South
Africa, was that so much of the communal energy
was nsed up in destractive criticism instexd of in
constructive social work and he only became
reconeilad to the situation by realising that destrue-
tive criticism was efsential to the communal pro-
grese and that the’ struggle itself had tuilt up
character as, probably, no deliberately undertaken
constructive work eould have done, But even
whilst he was iu gacl, he was not forgetful of his
duty to bis compatriots and the general public;
for, by permission of authorities, he addressed the
fellowing communieation, giving his own peirsonal
viewd cn the guestion, to the Liquor Commission
appointed hy the Iransvaal Goverament :—

Both Mzhiomaedans and Hindue are prohitited by their
respective religions from taking intoxicating liyuore, .
Lhe Mahomedan section has very largely eocformed to
the prohibition. The Hindu ssction, | am scrry to say,
eonizins an appreciakie murabar who, in this Colony,
heve disvegurded the prolivition of religion,

The method adcpted by Indians who induvlge in aleoho-
iiz drinks is generally to wecure the assistarco of some
unscrupulous whites, There are alszo other methods,
which 1 do not care to go 1nto.

I am of opinion thab the legal probibition should con-
tinue. ! thiuk, howaver, tha§ tire prohibitior. his not
succeednd in preventicg Indisng, who huve wanied it,
from obtaining liguor., The only use i see in corunuing
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the prohibition is to let those of my counfrymen, wk,,
- indulge in it, retain the sense of shame they bave in
drioking liquor, They know that it is wrou fur them,
both in religion and in law, to obtain and drink liquor,
This enables temparance workers to appesi to their
law-abiding sentiment, | draw & fundsmengal distinge
6ion between wrongtul law-breaking and a conscientious
breach of roan-made law in obedience to a higher law,
Happily, those Indisus who break the liguor luw know
that is is wrong for them to do 50,

1 am aware that some of my eountrymen-—themselves
avdent temperance men—ses jn the Jiguor legislation one
more disynalification bas.d on the ground of eslour.
Buperficiaily speaking, they would be right, bat 1 believe
that this legislation has little to do with colour. It is,
in my opinion, a rersgnition on the part of the pre-
dominant race that the drink habib is an evil which,
while they themselves are unable to getrid of it, they
do not want other races to contract. Viewing the posi-
tion in this manner, ] believe liguor prohibition among
the Asiatic and coloured races to be the forerunner of
gounetal pronibition,

Whether, however, general prohibition becomes gn
sccomplished fact or not, go long as the predominant
race continue to indualge in slenholie drinkas, be it never
50 moderateiy, partial prohibition, such as we now have,
oannot be of much practical use. This, it is submisted,
is a foroible iliustvation of one of the evil inaidentw of
contact between thic Earopean snd other races, Aud
tnless those who preach ahstinense are themseives ready
to practise it, all lijuor legialation must largely be a
makeshift. I wish the Commission conld mee their Wiy
te poiut out to the electors of iha Trangesal what 5
serioud responsibility rests upon their shoniders. They
maks it impossible for their representatives to pass
legislation that is so desirable. It in they who must
take the responsibility for the breaking p of maov a
howe, [em writing uader & full sense of my own res-
poosinility. 1 know only too woll how many Indian
youths, wno never knew the taste of spiriSuous liynors,

livve snocumbed, after having come to South Africs or )

the Transvaal,

»

We bave here an exawple of how Mr. Gandbi

‘wili pot hesitate, when necessary, to set himseif

against the opinion of many of Lis cox\.m.tf“vmen
or boldly to declare whose 1s the x‘esl,unmzbﬂzf:\,* for
any ncégnised evil, Indeed, his ge-neru;l attitude
may be briefly summed up in the iuflowmg stute-
ments he once made to the writer: ¢ Mo.?t
relivious men I have met are politicians in
dicguise; I, however, v.hol' Wear the ”gui:e of a
politicinn, am at heart & religinus uian.,

So far as the Iudiap cewmun lt';clf. wns
concerned. Mr. Gandhi bad appoinied for bimself
one supreme task-—to bn'a-g Hindus m‘u‘i'szho-
medans togethet and fe Mo them realise that
they were one brotberkiond and sons of the sume
Motheviand, The recult is  that to day the
Binda-Mahomedar  problem in South Africa
is far less acute than it is in India., Indians of
both these great faiths act and woak and have
sufered togetner. Now aund again, of course,
individual sectarians trvito sow religious dl-:c?‘:d,
but the better sense of the conmingivy s against
such attempts, and that is why Hindus and
Mahcmedans alike weve te be found amongst h‘!\
most doveted followers,  His attitode as a Hinda
bovards Malomedans is weli defived in the follewe-
ing letter addressed by him to a Muhomodun

correspondent | —
. on Lotween s Hindu and a
Lath ars sous ot Matiher

I vever realire auy dixtine
Mabbr: <daa. To oy d

h , ot
Indip. T know that Hindusae wan :me;;uﬂ nla.;0§‘7§y
snd tiat thoy are bhabieved (o Po morte  advanoed ‘a
kuowledy: ard education, ) Aveorciogly, l_;hef,;;«lmuld he
glad to giva way ro much the mars to thelr MakinesJdan
- : ’ v . + ‘I'

bretiren, A a man of truth, 1 owestly belleve thag

2
v
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countrymen, if need be, and his anxiety, like the
Oreek hero who rushed into tie fray and found
death by gatherirg into his own breast the EpARIs
of the enemy, to bring salvation to hig people by
accepting the [ullest. vesponsibility and the Leaviest
penalties.  Even whilst in gacl, he was a prasive
rerister; for he deciined to eat ‘he special foed
previded for hun antil kis Indian fellow-nrigonens
wele given a more suitable diet, and he deliberately
starved himself upon ove wretched meal g da v
for six weeks, until the authorities were obijged
to promise & modified diet-scaie for Indiag prison-
ers, a protise which they later fu filled—~for the,
worse, '

Mr. Gandhi put his thought on the meanicg of
passive resittance conciseiy ard in a direct form,
when he addressed tha fullewing exhortation to
the Transvaal Tamii community :-—

t
RemembBor that we are Adescendsuts of Prahiad and.(
8ndhanva, both passive resisters of the pirest type,
They disregarded the dictates oven of their parens, |
when they werc asked to devy wiod They suttored ex-!
treme tortuve rather than infliot anfferisg on theie
persecatord. We in the Travevaal are being asiled zponm |
to deay God, in that we are reqiired €0 deny our o an-:
hood, go back upon our osth, and secept an inault o

our nation. Bhball we, in ths present crisis, do less than

cur forefathers 7

His simplicity is extreme, Yo is a devotad
follower of Tolstoy and Luckin in their apyeal
for a simpler life, and himse!f lives ths life of
an ascotic, eating the slinplest fiuits of the sartls
sleeping (ften on a piece of sacking on the bare
earthin the open air, and be cares nothin efor pec-|
sonaiappearance, He bas reduced himself to a con-

§
£y
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dition of voluntwy poverty. and he has euntirvely
abandoned the practice of law believing that he
cunot consistently obtain his livelinood from a
rofession that derives 1ts sanctions from phvsieal
force. He acknowledges no binding ties of kin
or custom, but only of the obligation of hisown
conscience. Rawm Krishna tested his freedom from
easte-prejndice by sweeping out a pariali's hot
with ais cwa baiv. Mohandas Gandhi has tested
biz by tending the wounds of a Bantu savige
with his own hand.. With him the spirit of
religion is everything, the world and jts opinion
nothing. He does not know how to distinguisf
Hinda from Mjhowedan, Christian from intidel.
To him all alike are brothers, fraguents of the
Divine, feilow-gpirits strugzgling for expression,
All he bas he gives. With him, self-surrender
aud absolute sacrifice are demands of his very
nature. His deep spirituality influcnces all
aronnd, 80 thut no man dares to commit evil in his
presence. He lives in the happiness of his friends,
bt he does not hesitate to create n condition of
spiritual unrest in them when he conceives it his
duty to point out the right and condemn the
wrong. fle cannet condone falsehaod. but he
reproves and rebukos lovingly. Indeed, love is
his only weapon against evil. He sees Cod in
every living thing, and therefore loves all man-
kind and the whoie animal world, He i8 strictly
vegetarian, not because of orthodoxy, but becanse
he cannot cause the death -of any creature and
because ke believes that lifeis of God. In fsith
he i prohably nearer in touch with pure Jainism .
or Buddbism than any other creed, though ne
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formal creed can really hold him. To him all
is God, and from that reality ke deduces his whole
line of conduet. Perhaps, in this generation,
India has not produced such a noble man—saint,
patriot, statesman in one. He lives for Giod and
for India, His one desire is to see unity amongst
his fellow countrymen. His every endeaveur in
South Africs was directed to showing the possi-
bility of Indian nationsl unity and the lines upon
which the national edifice shounld be eonstructed,
His winning manners, plessant swile, and re-
freshing cavdour and originality of thougbt and
action mark him cut as a leader of men. Hat
those who know himn best recognite in him the
religious teacher, the indicator of (tod, the in-
spiring example of “ a pure, holy soul,” as he has
been ealled by tke Rev. F. BB. Meyer, the modesty,
bumility and utter self-abnegation of whose life
provide a lesson for all who have eyes to see, ears
to bear, and an understanding spirit.

How he starved and fasted and sought to purify
his physical rature, is to tel! the story of a man to
whom self-suffering is a dsily joy arnd delight.
And he did pot subdue his body at the cost of his
spirituality, as is the habit of 0 many self-tor-
mentors, but his soul grew in exaltatinn as he feit
bimself free to express his higher nature and to
devote greater energy to the service of hix country-
men. He has been a true Bhakta, a devotee of
tbe most earnest and humble type. Praise has
always been painful and distasteful to him, though
he has beea lavish of it as regards his fellow-
workers,

Every action of his life has been performed in

s

'
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the service of that Divine Essence that has so
profoundly permeated his own being—from the
grinding of wheat in his own home to the planting
of fruit-trees, the teaching of little children and
the serving of his countrymen at the Kuwbha
Maela, at Harvdwar,

It is the majestic personality of the man,
Mohandas Gandhi, that overshadows his conmpar-
atively insignifieant physique. One feels oneself
in the presence of & moral giant, whose pellucid
soul is a clear, still lake, in which one sees Truth
clearly mirrored. His is the meekness that has
turned away wrath a thousand times, and that
has disarmed oppopents even when most hostile,
Unarmed for war, he yet has connquered peace, for
his weapons have been thie age-oid arms of wmoral
fervour, calm.determination, spiritual exsltation,
sacrifice of the lower self, service of his fellowmen,
Jowliness, steadfastness, and an overwhelming love
bestowed equally upon every living thing. A move-
ment with such & man at its heart could not but
succeed, and so the Passive Resistance struggle
came to an end and freed its greatest exponent
for still greater service on a wider stage. Mean-
while, lLe has fixed the lines of growth of bis
courtrymen in South Africa, indicated the pathk
and means of patriotic development for his
ecountrymen in the Motherland, raliied the best
of Furepean sentiment to the. South African
Indian cause, developed the possibilities of Paszive
Resistance, and added yet one more name to tha
Golden Seroll of those who have deserved well of
their country and of mankind.

Yet this is not the whole man. You eannot say
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this is he, that is he. Al that Jou ean say with
certainty is that he is hure, he is there, Every-
w'here his inflaence reigus, his authority rales,
his elusive personality pervades ; and this mast he
8o, for it is true of all great men that they are
incalcalable, beyond definition. They partake of
the nstuce of the Iliwitahle and the Eternal
from which they have gprung apd to which thev
are boand.  With their feet firm-set op warth and
their hands amongst the starg, they are pointers
of the way to those who seirch, encour:gers o
the faint ani weary, inzpirers of those breathin
in deep draughts of hape,

~
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APPENDIX.
e el

T. Mr Gandhi on the Duties of British Citizenship.

I corsider mysell a lover of the British Baipire, &
citizen (thouagh voteless) of the Tranevaal, prepared to
taio my fuii share in prometing the gerera) weli Laing
of the country, And i elam it to be p-rfectly honone-
#b'e and consistent with the above profession to advise
Iny gountrvimen not to suhmnit to the Adatie Act, as
being derogitory to ‘their manhond snd cifensive to
tneir religion. And I claim, too, (hat the nisthod of
passive resictance adopted to ccmbat the mischief is
the clesrest and safest, because, if the cause iv not true,
it ia the resistors, gnd thev alone, who suffer. | am

- perfectly eware of the danger 1o good government in a

country inhabited by many races apeqully developad,
in an Lonest citiz>n advising resistance to a law. of the
land. But I refuse to believe in the infallib:iity of
tegislators. I do believe that they are not atwava guided
by gene-nus or even just sentients jn their deajings
with unrepresented classes, I vanture to Aay that of
pussive resiztance ia generally aceepted, it will oncoand
for ever aveid the contingency of a terrible deatis-
atrugzle and bloodshed in the event (not impossivle)
of the natives heing exasperated by a stupid mistake of
our Jegisiators,

{t has been eaid that those who do not like ihe
law t:ay  jeave the country, This is all very waell,
£poken from a cuchioned chair, but it is neither possi-
bie nor becoming ior men to leave their homes hecaure
thsy do not subscribs to certain laws enacted agiinst
them. Tho vitlandere of the Boer regime complsined of
harsh laws ; thev, too, were toid that if they did not Like
them. they could retire from the country. Are indiane, who
ave fighting for their self-respect, to slink away from ths
country for fear of vuffering imprisonment or worse ? [F
1 e>uMd help it, nothing would remove Indians from the
country save brute force, It is no part of a citizen's
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duty to pay blind obedience to the laws imposed on him.
And if oy countirymen believe in God and the exsistance
of the soul, then, while they may admit that their bodies
beleng to the state to be imprisoned and deported, their
minde, their willy, and their souls must ever remain free
like the birds of the air, and are beyond the reach of the-
awiftest arrow.

II. Civie Freedom.

He well racalled an incident that hsppened when ha
went to England. A gentleman on board ssid. * { see
you are going to London in arder to get rid of the Gav's
Goilar!™ Precisely ; it was because thay did not want to-
wear & dog's collar thai iley nad put vp that fgit.
They were willing to sacrilice everything for sentiment
but it was a noble sentiment. It was 8 seabiment that
bad 1o be cherished as a religious sentiment. It was a
sentiment that bound people together; it was a senti-
ment that bound creatures to the Crestor. Tihat was the
sentiment for which he asked them, advised them, if
necessarr, o die. Their action would be reflected
throughout the Britigh Tiominions, through the length
and breadth of Tudis, and they were now upon their
trial. | . . There was no better and vo fear for a man
who believed in God, No matter what might be said, he
would alwags repeat that it was & struygle for religious
liberty. By religion they did not wean formal reiigion,
or customary religion, but that religion which underiay
ali religrons, which brought tham face to Face with thair
Maler, 1t they ceased t) ba men’; if, on taking a deliber-
ate vow, they broke that vow in order that they wight
remain in the Transvaal withcut physicat lneonvenience,
they undoubtedly forsock their God, To repcat agam
the words of the Jew ¢f N:zarcth, those who would
follow God had to leave the world, and he had cuifed
upon his countrymen, in tiat particular instance, to leave

- the world and cling to God, as a child would cling to the
mother’s breast. ’

Their natural deaths they could die far ontside the
Transvaal, wherever there was a picce of earth given
therns, but if they would die a noble deaths, & man’s death,
there was only one course open to them, . . The handful
-of Indiaue who had a right to remain in the Transvaal
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shouid b= aliowed Yo rerain as worthy oitizens of
wighiy E.apire, but si.on'd not remain a8 beasts 8¢ long
a8 he could beip it,

III. Mr. Gandhi's Confession of Faith.

The following is an extract from a letter addressed hy
M. Gandln to s friend io India in 1309 -

{1) Trere is 6o impassable bacrier between East and
Weat,

£2) There is no such thisg a8 Western or European
civilization, bat there is & modern civilization which 1s
purely materal,

"(3) The people of Europe, befors they were tpuchgd
by modern civilization, bad much in common with the
people of tro East; anvhow the peopiv ot [ndia, and
even to-day Europeans who ave not touched by modsrw

, civilization, are far betier ablc to mx with Irdiars than

the cftspriug of thatcivilization. )
(3) It in not the Bnitish pecple who are ruling India,

* but it is modern civilization, through its railways, teie-

graph, telephone, and aimost every invention which has
been clanned te Le a a triumph of civilization,

(7) Bombay, Csicutta, and the other chiet cities of
Iodia are the rea) plagusd spots, )

(6) If tiritish rule was replaced to-morraw by Indian
ruie baged on modern methods, India would he mno
betler, except that she wonid ba sble then to vetan some
of the money that is drained away t0 Hugland | bat theu
{ndia would suiy become a sscond oi 4fth nation of
Europe or America.

(7) Esst and West can only and really meet whun the
West hias thrown overboard modsrn civilization, aimost:
in itz entirety. They can ajse seemingly mest when East
has also adopred wodern crvilization, bud ti.at meeting
would be an armed truce, »ven as it iz betwoeen, say,
Germaoy and Engisud, beth of which nations are livieg
i the Hali of Desthin order to avoid being devoured
tie one by the other.

(8) | It is impiy impertinence for any man oranyhody
of men tu begin or contemylate reform of she whole
world. To atiempt to do so by means of highiy artificial
and speedy locomotion, is to attemps the impossible,
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() lnereasa of material somforte, it mav he Zenurally
daid down, does not in any way whatsoeser conduas o
morul growth,

(1) Modical science is the concantrat-d esren e of
Black Magia. Quackery ia 1afinitely prefevable to what
-paseer L bigh medial sl

{11} Huspitals are the instraments thattie Davif hay
~heen using for his own Fiirpose in order ta kasp niz
hoid on bkiv Kirgdom. I'hey parpetuate vice, miaory,
and degradatior and real &l wverv, 1 was entireiv cf tve
tesck when I sonsidered thet I shouid reaeive a me Yieal
training, 1t wonld be c'aful for me in are way whrt-
Foever to take part in the shamicatings that go on in
the hospitals. il there ware ro haspitals  for venares
diseases, or even for consumntives, we should nave la:g
consunption, and less rexuti vice smongst G,

(12} India’s saivation conciats in unlearuing what she
hae learnt during the past ity years. The railwavy,
telegraphs, bospitals, lawyars, ducrors, and snch like
have al! to go, and the go-cailad rrpper clssnes have to
-learn to live consniously and religionsly and deliberately
the simple peasant life, knowing it to be a iife giving
‘true happinsss.

(133 lodiasghould weir no machine-made elotring
'whlemqr it comes oat of Luropean milly ov Jadian
mills, ‘

(i4) Eagland ean halp Indiato 45 thiz and thew
she wiil have jastifiad her hold opn Indis. Theve sesn
“to be rrsny in Eugland to-day vwho think likewise.

(13) Tuere was true wisdom in trs sager 0 old
hasing %o reguiated anciety as to limit the material con-
dition of the people: the ruds plaugh of perhups five
thonsand yerrs &go is the plongh of the hushacdmso
to-day, Theveio liog salvation, People live fong uvdsr
such sconditione, in compsrative peace much jreater
thap Buarope has enjoved safter heving taken np ooduen
activity, and T feel that every anlizbtened man, certainly
every Hnyglishman, may, if ue chooaes, learn this truth
-and act acoording to it.

Tiis Lse true spirit of passive recistance that has
“brought me to the above almocat deiinize sonclusions.
As a passivre resister, | am unconcerned whether such

g
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a gigantic reformation, sball 1 esll it, can be brought
abuut amovg people who find their satisfaction fiom
the present mad rush. If I real'ze the truth of it }
ghouid rejoice in folowing it, and therefore I could not
Wall duill the wrole body of pecple had commenced, Al
0! s wio tiink likewire bave to tske the BECASSArY 8ley
and the rost af we arein the rigit, muet follow., 'The
theory o there . cur pisctice will have to approach it ag
much ek poesble,  Living in the midst ot the rush, we
may not e sbe bo shake ourrelves iree from s} taint,
Every tiae [ get into a railuay car or vee s meotor-bus,
I knew tiat & min doing violence to my sense of whatis
rignt 1 do wel feur the logieal result on that basis, The
visitirg ¢F Bngisnd is bad, and any cemmuateation bete
weer, Soath AP ica sud Tudia by means of oUeaN-Irey-
bhouands is alz0 bau, and 80 on. You and | ean, and oAy,
outginw thess thyige tn our present bodies, Lut the
chief thing ir 7o put cur theory right, You will be
seeing tiere ail sovts and conditions of men. 1 therstore
feel thst §sioold no longor withbold from you whas {’
call the progressive step | bave taken mentally It jou
ayree vath me, then it will be your doty to teil the revos
lutionarizs and evervlody eleo that tre freedum they
want, er they thivk they want, is not to be cbtained
by kiliieg peopie or doing violerce, but by settinz thep-
selves vinit, atd by lecoming and remainivg truly
Indisv. Than the British rulers will be servants and
uot masters, Thev will be trustees, and not tyrante,
aud they will live in perfeet peace with the whole of the
inbaditents of ndia. The future, therafere, lies not with
the Xiricsh race, but with the Indians themselves, and i
they Lave sufliciont scif-abnegation and sbstemiousness,
tioy can rake (hemseives free this vory moment, aud
when we have arcied in India at the eimplicity which ig
still nurs Jargely snd which war ours entirely until a few
vears ago, it witl still be possible for the best Iudians
rnd the best Farepesns to see one another throoghouf
the Inpth and breadth of Indis, and act as the leaven,
When thers war no rapid locomction, teachers and
preackers went on foot, from cne end of the country tu
the other, braving all dangers, tot for pleasure wai for
reeruitir g ibeir bealth {thovgh all that fotiowed fron:
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taeir tramps), but for the sake nf humanity, Then wera
Benares aud other places of pilgrimage the holy cities,
whereas to-day they ave an abomination.

Yeu wili recoilect you used to rate me for talking to
my children in Guzarsti. I now feel more and more
couvioced that I was abrolutely right in refusing t tajx
to them in Engiish, Fancy a Guzarati writing to arotber
Giuzarnti in Eaglish, which a3 vou wounld properly say
he misproncunces, and writes uegrammaticaily, 1 shouwld
tertainly mever eommit the Indicrous biuaders in writiag
in Gzerati that I do in writing or speaking 1 Kogligh,
I think that when 1 speak i Eoglish to an Indiza or a
Foreigner, 1 in & measure un-lesrn the lanyaage. If |
want to learn it well, aud if I want to sttrna my aar to
it, I ean only do co by talking to an Engishatan and by
bigieniog o an Eoglishwan speaking,

V. Mr. Gandbi's Piea for the Soul.

The fytlowing i as extract frem tha letier of the
Tondon correspondant of the Amrita in-ar Fafrika,
summsriaing an address delivered by Me. tGandii before
the members of the Emersen Club zud >f the tYumypstead
Branch of the Peace and Arbitration Society whilst in
i,ondon recently -—
chxir_ andii guz'ned to India, and spoke with enthius
siasm of Rama, the victim of the machinationi of a
woman, choosing fourtcen vears' onile ratiter thas sur-
render ; other Orientals were menticnod, andl then,
through the Doukhabors of to-day, ke hrought the
theoughts of the audience to the 8oal resistan-e of Indiansg
veraus brute force in South Africa, He josisied thatit
was completely & mistake €o belicve that indianr were
incapable of lengtaened resistance for s principle: in
thoir fearlessness of suffering thev were rezond to none
in the world, Passive rosistance had hewn called a
weapon nf the weak, but Mr. Gandbi maintained that ¢
reqguired courage Ligher than that of a soiider on the
hatilefield, which was often the impulse of the muzient,
for passive resistance was continuous and sustained . it
moant phy-ical suffering. Some people were inclined to
thick it {00 difficult to be carried out to-day, but those
who held that idea were nob toved hy true eourage.

- Again referring to Oriental teaching, Mr, Gaadhi said

P
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thatthe teaching of the * Lord's Song" was, from the
bogineing, tha nacessity of fearlersness, He toushad on
tie aestis of physical tarce while insisting that it was
not thouzit of by Indians in the Tranavaal, He does
not waat to shiare in liberty for Icdia that is gained by
¥iolenca and bloodshed, snd insists that no counteyv is so
capilila at India of wielding soul force. Mr. Gandii did
0ot approve of tie militant tactics of the suffcagettes for
tie rezfon thas they were meeting hbody foras with body
forze, and not using thz higber power of soul force ;
viulencs begot violence, He maintained, foo, that the
assoriation of Britain and Ialia must be & mutual benetit
if jundia—eshowing violence—-did not depart from her
proud position of being tho giver and the teachov of
religion, * if #he world belioves in the existence of the
goul” ha said congiusion, * it must ba rezogniged that
soul force is Letter/ ¢han body forea:itis the sacred
principle ot love which moves mountains. To us is the
responsiblity of living out this sacred law ; We are ot
concerned with results, ’

Mr. Gandhi protestod against the 'mad rush of to-day,
#nd, instead of blessing the means by which modern
science bas made this mad rush possible, that is, rail-
ways, motora, telegraph, telephone, and even the coming
fdving machines, he deslared that they were diverting
man’s thoughts from the main parposs of life ; badity
comfort stood batore soul growth : man had no time
to-day even to know himself ; he preferred a newspaper
or sport or other things rather than to be left slone with
nimseif for thought. He claimed Ruskin as on hig side
in this sxpcession of protest against the drive and hurry
of modera civilisation, Hc did not describe this develop-
ment of material science as exzlasively British, but he
considered that its effect in Iadia had been banefu! in
many ways. He instanced the desscration of India's
Yoly places, which he said were no longer holy, for the
**fatal facuity ” of locomotion had brought to those
places people whose oniy aim was to defraud the g0~
phisticated ; such pecple, in the olden days when pilgei-
mages rewnt long and woarisome walking througn
Jjungles, cerossing rivers, and enconntering macy daagers,
had not the stawmina to reach the goal. Pilgrimages im
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" those davs could ouly Le nndertaken by the creama of
socioty, but they csme to kuow each othar: the a1y of
the itoly places was to wake India noly. Pligue aud
ferue, which exinted in pro-British daiys, were local

theo ; to-day locomotion had caused them to spread. Lo |

&'0id the coluwity which intense materislism o uet bring,
Mr. (iandai arged that Tndia shoulg go huck to her for-
rer nojivess, woich is pot yet lost. The eontact with:
the West has awalivved her from the letharygy icty which
#ke bud sunk ; the wew spirit, if properiy dirceted, wonud

i
'

i

bring blessing to both nations acd to the world. If Indis i

adopted Western modorn civilisation w8 Jewun had douc,

thece wusi be perpeinal confliet wod Bias i 8 betwees
Beiton und Iodan. [f, on the ather hand “a's apciunt |
civilisation con withatand this latose as- , a% it hus |
withstocd 60 muny befure, and ba, as or o - the :'eligiuw&i
teacher. the spirvitual guide, then there wo :fid wa. wo !
passavie harrier between East ard West. Some ciruum-

stances exist, sa1d Mr. Gardhi, whi-h we conuot undere
stand ; but the main purpasa of life is to live rightly, '
thisk rightiy, act rightlv | but the soul inust languisiy

when we give all our thovight to the body,

¥V.— Mr. Gondhi on the Theory and Practice . f
i Passive Resistance.

The term Passive Rexistance dues not fit the acbivity
of the tudiwn communily ‘dming the past eight years.
its equivalent in the vernacular, reudered into Engiian,
rears Vrath-Force, I tuiok Tolstoy cutied it also Soul-
Force or Love-Force, and «o itis. Carried out to its
utwost limit, this force is independent of pecu ity or
other materisl Reristance [ wertainly, even in its clement-
ary form, of phusical forse or violence. tudeed, violence
is the neuzstion of this great Fpiritaal foree, which can
only be cultivated or wicided by those who wiil euticely
eschew vislence. 16 is a furce that may be used oy
indivilusts as well a6 by commnuities. 1t may be used
as well 10 polildeal 8a in dowestic #iairs. Its coiversal

! applicabifity is a demonstration of tis porragnence and
invingibisy, It can be uscd alike by men, women, and
children. It is totully untruve to szy that it ig o {orce to
be usen orly by the weak s0 lorg 83 tluy arenot capable

i
i

~
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of wmieeting viclence by wiolence. This superstition
anseg froa the incompletonosa of the English exXpreg-
B:or, 1L g impossiole for those who consider Shemselves
Lo bo weak to appiy this force. Only those who realise
that thece (s sumethiug in man which is superior to the
fwite naturve io lum, and thai ihe latter aivwayy yields to
it can effectively be Pasvive Hesigtere, This forece is to
viclence and, therefore, to all tyranny, all iujustice, what
ilght is to dorkuess.  In polities, 16 nse is based vpon
the immutabie maxim that governmeni of the peuple
is possibie only 80 long as thes cousent etther conscicng-
ly or unzonsciously ¢35 ba governed. We did not wank
to be governed hy the Axiati~ Act of 1907 of the Tiaus-
vaal, and it had to go beifore this nighty forco, Two
26Graes wore open to us-—to use violesce whim we wors
called upon to submis to the Act, or t1 suffer tne penal-
ties prescribed yader-the Act, and thus to draw out axg
exhibi the forde i tha sou! within us for a period fong
ercugh to appeai t2 the sympathetic chord in the KOV
ernors or the lan-maiers. We have taken long to achieve
what we sci about striving for. That was because
our Passics Resistancs was not of the most compiete
type. Al Pawsive’ Reusters do not undersiand ‘he
full value of the foice, nor have e man who wlways from
conviction refrain irom vioience. 'The use of thig force
regiires the adoption of poverty, in the sense that wa
must be indifferent whelker we have the wherewithal g
fead or cloibe ourseives. [uring the past struggia, all
#asgive Resistors, it any at ail, wars not prepaced to go
toat length, bowe agaio ~ere only Fassive Resistera
go-caited. Thoy came withouy any conviction, ofien
with miixed motives, less ofien witnh impnre motivey,
Bome evan, whilst engaged io the struggie, wounld gladly
have resoried to violence bub for most vig:iang
sapervision. Thus it wus that the strugele becawe
prolonged ; for the exarcise of the purest soul-force, in
it perfect form, brings about instantanecus reliaf, Foe
this exorcise, prolonged traming of the individuai g0zl 18
&n absolute necossity, so thas a perfect Passive Register
had to be almosi, if nok entirely, a& perfect man., Ve
eannot sil suaderly hbecowe such men, but, if ny
proposition is correct—ag I know it to be correct--

1

i
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the greater the rpirit of Passive Rosistance in uz, th
better men we wil! becomse. lts use, therefors, ia,
think, indisputable, and it is & firee o hich, i
became umiversal, wauvld revolutionive gooisl | idesh:
and do away with despotinme and the ever ITOWiD S
militeriem uwoder whirh the sations of the Viast sre
grosaing and eve being simort crusped to death, anc
which fairly promises to overwhaim esen the nations
o1 the Eaxt. 1If the past struggle hes poodaced ever
a faw JIncians who would dudicate themselves te the
Lask of hecoming Prssive Rerivtors as n awrly porface s+
posdible, they wouid not criv have served &
in the traost sense of the tu
kerved humanity at large, Thus y
Hosistance is the noklest and the bect
rhuald come, not after the ordimary  edacaiion in
lettere of ebildran, but it sheald preccde 1t It will
not be devied Linxt & child, before it begioe to write
s alphabet and to gain worllly kncwledro, should
knew whuet the soul is. what trath is, nhat love is, what
powors sve lstent in the sou). {5 rhanld he sn seeontia,
of real eduestion that a ebild skewid losen thut, ia the
strugele of life, it can edsily eon ner huw'e hy love
untruth by trath, vielenvs by pelt-suffecirg. it was
because [ felt the foreex a1 this tinth, tiat, driring the
latter part of the atrugyle, | endonvoured, a8 me+k as
¥ eondd, tn trvin the children av Tolsioy Farw sed thep
ut Phornix slong thesc lines, aud c1e of the 1eaunns for
my dopartare $o India 8 8till further to roalise, 28 |
alveadv do in part, my own imperfectionm as 8 Puesive
Resirter, and thee to try to perfect myeil, fr i believe
that it ig 10 Indis tust the nearest approach to perisction
iy wosb porsibie,

L]

Jdve
I

VI. Economic Progress vs, Moral Progress,*
e Pl

Does economic progrese clash with real progress ?
By oconomic progress, [ take it, we mean matorial ad-
vaoscement without Limis, and by real progress we mean
morzal progress, which again is the same thing us peo-
greas of the purmanent clement in us, Tha suhicot may
therciore e stutsd thus: Does not mersi pProgress is-
cresse in the same proporticn 43 material progrosa ? 1
know chiat this is & wider preposition than the one betorg
us.  Bug b ventiwe to think that we aiweys mean the
lurgor one even when wo lay down the smailer, For we
know enough of science to realize thai theee is no guch
thing as povfoct v¥osb or reposa in this visible universe of
ours. If therofore material progross does not clash with
moral progress, it must necesssily advance the latter,
Nor carn we be satisfied with toe clamsy way in which
sometimes those who cannof acfend the larger propowis
tion put their case. - Thay seew t¢ be obseased witn Ltha

conersid erve of thirly millions of Indis, stated by tus
lat 3ie Wikiam Wilsoon Huuter, to be iivirg on ane musi

=

8 day. Lty say that betore we can thizk or talk of
thoir moral wolfare, we must satisfy their daily wanig,
With tucoe, they any, material progress speils moral DEG-
gress. Aad then is taken a sudden jump; what is true
of thirty iliions is true of tiie universe. They forget
thut hard cases make bad law. I necd Lardly say to you
how dicrously absurd this deduactivn would he, No
sue hag ever suggesied that griediog pauperism cun
jead to anvtiung olse than morxi- degradation. Ever
huyman being has & right to live aad the:efove to find the
srherawithal to feed himself and where necessary (o
efothi and house birusell,  But for this very siniple per-
formance we neag .o assistance frera ecooowmists op
gneir lawe, o . .

* A lecture duiivered by Mr, Gandhi at a Meeting of
the Muir Conteal College, Economic Socicty, held 54
Allahabad, on B idsy 22nd December, 196,

* oy R

S S84




52 APPEXNDIX,

*Take no thought for the morrow’ is an injuuc.ua
which finds an echo in almost all the religious scriptures!
of the weorld, In well-ordered society the securing ofj
one'’s liveiihood should be ard is found to be the easiest
thing in the worid, Indeed, the test of ordertiness in a
country is not the namber of millionaries it owns, but
the absence of starvation among its masses. Ths onlyl
statement that has to be examined is, whether it can be
laid down ag & law of universal application that mate-
rial advancement means moral progress, : N

Now let us taie a few iliustrations, Rome suffered a |
moral fall when it attained high misterial afuence. Se
éid Egypt and so perhaps most countries of wiich wa
Y:ave any historical record. The descendanis and kins-
men of the royal and divine Krishna too fo)l when they |
were rolling in riches, Wedo not deny to the Rocke-
fellers and the Carnegies possession of an ordinary mea-
gure of morslity but we gladly judge them indulgently.
1 mean that we do not even expect them to satisfy the
highest standard of morality. With them material gain
has not necessarily meant moral gain, In Bouth
Africa, where I bhad the privilege of associat:ng with
thousands ' of our countrymen on most intimate terms,
I cuserved almoat invariably that the greater tho
possession of riches, the greater was their moral |
gurpitede, Onr rich men, to say the least, did not
advance the moral struggle of passive resistance a3
did the poor. The rich msn's &emss or welf-respect
was not 8o much iniured as that of the poorest, 1t
I were not afraid of treading ou dspgerous ground,
I wouid even come mnearer honme and show how shab\

ossension of riches Las besn & hindrance to real growth,
I venturs to think that the scriptures of the world are
far safer and sounder treatises on laws of economics
than many of the modern text-books. The question we |
ave asking ourrelves this evening i not & new one, It

vy sddvessed to Jesus two thousand years ago. S5, |

* Mark has vividly described the scene. Jesus is in his |
xolemn mood. Hois earness, He talks of eternity. fle |
knows the world about him. He is himse!f the grectest
gconomist of his time. He succeeded in gconom}axngl
time aud space—he transcended them., It is to him at ’
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his best that one comes running, kncels down, and asks:
¢ Good Master, what shall I do that [ may inherig eternal
lite?* And Jesus said unto him: * Why callest thou me
good ? There is none good but one, that is God. Thou
knowest the commandments. Do not commit aduitery!
Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness,
Defraud net, Honour thy father and mother’ And
be answered and said untohim: ‘Master, all tisse have
I observed from mv yoush., Tien Jesus heholding hin
Ioved him and said unto him: *One thing thoa lackest,
Go thy way, sell whatever thou hast and give to the
poor, and thou shall have treasure in heaven—-come, take
up the cross and follow me. And he was sad at thab
raviog and went away grieved—for he bad great poases-
sions. And Jesus iooked round aboat and said vute his
diaciples : ‘ Hlow hardly shall they thet have riches cnter
into the kingdo of God,' And the duweciples were
astonished at iis words. But Jesus answereth again
and =aith uato them, * Children, how hard is it for them
that trusk in riches to entor into the kingdom of God,
1t is easier for a camel to go through the eve of a neerdie
than for a rich man.to enter into the kingdom of God!’
Here you have an eternal rule of life stated in the
noblest words the English language is 2anable of prodoe-
ing. But the disciples nodded unbelief as wa do even
to this day. To him they said as we say to-day: DPub
Iook how the law fzils in practice, If we seii sl and
have nothing, we shall have nothing to eat, We mush
huve money or we cawnot even be reasonably moral.
8o thay state their case thus, *And they were atonished
out of imeasure, saying among themselves: ‘Who then
can be Baved., And Jesus looking upon them saith:
¢ With men it i8 impossible but not with Ged, for with
God ail things are possible.’ Then Peter began to say
unto him: * Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee,’
And Jesus anszwered and said: * Verily I say unto you
there is no man that has left house or brethren or sisters,
or father or mother, or wife or children or lands for my
sske and the Gospel’s but he shall receive one hundred-
fold, now in this time houses and brethren and sisters
and mothers and children and lands with persecutions,
and in the world to come eternal life. Bub many thay
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are firat shall be Iast and the last firat.” You have hore!
the result or reward, if you prefer the term, of foilowing "
the law. 1 have not taken the trouble of copying simnilar,
paesages from the other non-Hindu seriptures and [
will not in3ult you by quotirg in support of the iaw
stated by Jesus passages from the writings and!
wayings of our own sspcr, passages even sbronger
if possible than the Biblical extracts I have dravai
your attention ta, Perhaps the strongest of 1]l tha
testimonies in favour of the affirmative answer to the'
question before us are the livos of the greatest teasbery!
of the worid. Jesus, Mahomed, Buddba, Napsk, Kabin,
Chaitanya, Shavkara, Dayansnd, Hamkrishns were men’
who exercised an i1amense influevce over snd moulded
the character of thousands of men. Ths world is tke
richer for their hoving lived #: #  And they wereall
men who deiibarately embswasd pivary ag their lot. !
1 sheuid not Reve laltumet my roint as | have done,!
if 1did net belices theb. In w0 Far as wo have made bhej
moderi matorialistio craze our gosl, in 6o far sre we|
going down hill in the path of progress. 1 held that
economio progress inthe sense 1 have put it is antago-;
nigtie to real progress, Hence the anoient ideal bas!
been the limitation of activities promoting wealth, Thg
does not put an end to ali material ambition. We &houid.
still have, as we have alwave had, in our midst peopiai
wiro make the pursuit of wealth theiraim in life. Buty
e have always recognised that it is a fell from the
ideals. It is a beautitul thing to know tha$ she weal-
thieat among us have often felt that to have remaired’
voluntarily poor would nave beew a higher siata for
them. That you cennob serve God and Mammon)|
is  an  econowic fruth of the Lkighest esalue.|
We have to make our choice. Westera nafions!
are to-day groaning umder the hee! of tho
monster god of materislism, Their mersl growth,
has become stanted. ‘[hey measure their pro-:
gress in £ 8 d. American wealth has become;
the standard. Bhe is the envy of the other,

;mations, I bhave bheard many of our coun-;

trymen say that we will gain Americaa weaith |
but avoid its methods. 1 venture 1o suggess that such

i
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an attempt, if it wére mads, is foradoomed t(‘) failure.
We cannot be *wige, temperate and furious’ in a
moment., I would have our leaders to tesch us to be
movalty gupreme in the world. This jand of ours was
OLse, we are told, the abode of the Gods. It is not
poscivle to conceive Gods inhabiting a Iand which is
meds hidecus by the smoke and the din of mil! chimneys
aad faciovies and whose roadwavk are traversed by
rushing engives, dragging numerous cars erowded with
misn moatly who koow not wirat they are after, who are
often aisent-minded, and whose tempers do nut prove
by betny ancomiortabiy pacied like sarcines in boxes
end tindirg vhamsetves in the midst of utger strangers,
w10 wenkd oust them if taey could and whomn they wouid
in $heir tarn oust vimilarly. | refer to these things
besau-e they arg heid to be #ymbolics! of material pro-
gress. Dot thed add not an atom to onr happiness,
Thhs 1a whst Wallace, the gresy scientist, has s«id ag his
deliberate judgment. ‘lo the escliest records which
have tome down 60 us from the puast, we find ample
indications that general ethiual cousiderations and
concepnons, the acoepted atandard of movality, and tkes
conduet reeulting from these, were in no digres infevior
to those whicn prevail fo-dav.’ In a series of chopters
be thew proceeds wo exariing tae pukition ot the English
nalien tader tho advance in wealth it has made. Me
saye: Thig rapid growth of wealth and incresse of nur
power over Nature put boo great a strain upon our crude
giviization, on oar superncisl Ckrisuanity, and it was
accomuauied by various forma of social immorality
almost as smezing and vnprecedented.” He then shows
hov factories have risen on the corpres of men, women
and chiidren, how s cne country has rapidly advanced
in rickes, it has gone down in raorality. iie shows thig
by deaiing with insanitation, life destroying trades,
slutioration, bribery, and gambling. He shows how
with the adrance of wealih, justice has hecome immoral,
deaths from aiconolsm and saicide have increared, the
#versnge of prewiature births, and congenital defects has
increased and prosutition has hecome an institution,
He ¢nnesudes his examination by these pregnant
remarks :
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*The proceedings of the divorce courts show other
mspects of the result of wealt| 4 leisgire, winle a
friend who had beon a good deal"in London Bogiety
assured me that both in conntry hoores and in Londen
various kinds of orgies were occasionaily to he met with,
which would hardiy have been surpassed in the periud of
the most dissolute emperors. Of war, too, 1 need say
nothing. It has aiways been more or less chronic sinca
the rise of the¢ Roman Ewpire; bat there is ncw une
doubtediy a disinclination for war among all civitig.d
pecpies. Yet the vasp burden of armements taken

together with tie most pious declarations in favour of

peace, must Le held to show an almost tofal ahscnce of
morality a8 a guiding principle among the goveraiug
classes.’

Under the British wygis we have learnt ruuch, bat it
is my firm Yelief that there is little to gain from Britain
in intrinsic morality, that if we are not caveful, we shxil
introduce all the vices that she has brern a pra- to owing
to the disease of materialism, We can profis hy that
coonection only if we keep our civilization. and our
morals strai:ht, ie, if, instead of bosstiry of tha glori-
ous past, we express the ancient moral giory in our own
lives acd lat eur lives bear witcess to our past. Then
wo shall benefit her and ourselves, If we copy ber
because ehe provides us with rulers, hoth they and ws
shall suftor degradation. e need nob beafraidof idoaig
or of reducing them to practice even to the uiiermoat,
Ours will only then be a truly spiriti:al nation when we
shall show more truth than gold. greater fearlessness
than pomp of power and weslin, gresier chatity
than lave nf self. If we wiHl hat clean oor housesg,
our palaces and temples of tiw attributes of weaith
and chow in them the attrihutes of morulity, we
can offer battle to any eombinntions of hostile forces
without having to carry the burden of s heavy militia,
Let us zeek first the Kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness, and the ircevocable promise is that everything
will be added with us, These are res! economics, May
lynu. and I troasure them and enforce them :n pur daily
ife, ;

o
‘
Swadeshi*

By Mr. M. K. Gandhi
————

It was not without much diffidence that I undertook
to speak to you at all. And 1 was hard put to it in the
selcction of my subject. 1 have chosen a very delicate
and difficult subject, It is delicate because of the
peruline views I hold upon Swadeshi, and it is difficult
becatize I have not that command of lsnguage which is
necessary for giring adeqaate expression to my thoughts.
Iknow thai 1l way rely upon your induigence for tue
many shortcomings you will no doubt find in my addres_s,
the more so when I tell you that there is nothing in
what { am abouf to say that I am not eitber already
practising or am pof preparing to practise to the beat of
my shility. It encourages me to observe that last
mouth you devoicd a week to prayer in the place of an
addiress. I have varnestly prayed that what f am about
to say may bear fruit and | know that you will bless my
word with a simifar praver,

After much thinking | have arrived at a definition of
Swadeshi that perhaps best illustrates my meanivg.
Swadeshi is that spirit in as which restricts us to the
use ana service of cur 1mmediate surroundings to tl_“e
exclusion of the more remote. Thus, ag for religion, in
order to satisfy the requirements of the defnition, I must
restriet myself to my ancestral religion. That is the use
of my immediate religious swrrounding. If I iind it
defective, I shonid sorve it by purging it of its defects,
o the dotusin of politics I ghould wake use of tie
indigzenous institutions and serve them hy curing them
ol tueir proved defects, In that of eccnomics 1 shouid
use only things that are produced by my irmmediate

* An Address delivered before the M issionary Confer--
ence, Madras, on the 14th February, 1914.
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neighbours and serve those industries by meking them
efficient and somplete where they might he found want-
ing. It is suggestad that such Bwadeshi, if reduced to
practice, wili lead to the millencium, Aad as wo do not
abandon our pursuit after the millenniuw, becanse we 6o
not vxpect quite $o rerch it within our times, so may we
not abandon Swaderhi sven though i6 ray nct be fully
attained for generations to come, '

Let us briefly examine the three branches of € wadesht
as sketchad sbore Hinduism hay hecome & conservative
religion and therefore & wighty forcn becauss of the
Bwadesbi spirit underlying it, It 15 the most tolersng
because it is non-proselytising, and it 1 a8 capable of
expangion to-day as it bas been found to he in the pash,
It has sneceeded not in driving, &8l think it has been
errcaeonsly held, but ie absorbicg Baddhism. Hy cesson
of the Bwadeshi spirit, a Hindu retnses to cuange bis
religion oot neeessarily because he considers it to be the
best, but becauge he knows that e can gomplement it
by introducing reforms, And what 1 have suidl about
Hinduism is, T suppose, true of the other great faithe of
the world, only it is held that it ig specialiy so in the
cafe of Hinduism, But here cowes the pint fam
labouring to reach, 1i thereis any eubsiance in what [
have srid, will not the great missionnry bodies of Ind:s,
to whom she owes a decp debt of gratituds for whattbey
have done and are doing, do still better and serve
the spirit of Christianity hetter by droppirg the gosl
of proselytising bot comtinuing their phdantheopic
work P I hope you will not ¢ensider this to be an imper-
tinenca on my part. I mske the rugwestion in ail
giacerity and with due humility: Morecover | nave some
claim upon your attention. 1 have endosvoured to stucy
the Bibhle. I ocnsider it as part of my scriptnres. The
spirit of the Berraon on the Mcunt cowpetes almost on
equal ferms with the Bhegavad-Gita tor rhe dominaticn
ot my heart. 1 vield to no Christian in the streagtin of
devction with which I sing “Lead Ekindly light” aud
geveral othor inspired bymns of & similar nature. 1
haves come under the influence of noted Christian mis-
sionaries velonging to different denominaticas, And I
enjoy to this day the privilege of friendskip with some

.
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ot them. You will perbaps thersfore atlow thing 1 have
offerod thea ahose sugnestion not as & Liased Hemdu but
25 % humbie and impartisl student of reiyien with great
femniags fowards Christinnaty,  Mav 1t ot be they ™ (o

Ye Luin All The World 7 mossuge has been somewhal
sarvowiy interpreted =nd the  spirit of % migned ¥

{t will not be denied, I epeak from experience, that
many ot the convergions ars or'y so-called. In scme
cafsa tis appeal hss gone wot to the beart  but
t3 e stemaeh,  And  in eVery Crie A/ UCnVErsion

amves 8 wore hetund it which, | venture to thizk, is avoid-

atle, Guoting agiu from exprrmence, & vuw Hirih, s
chnoge of heart, is perfecily poraisie in every cne of the
creat faiths, I know [ sn now treadiryg vpon thin ice.
Biut 1 do not apolrgise in closing this pavt of my sub-
ject, for saving trat the frighttul outr:ze that s jua*
goivg un in Kurope, perhaps, shows that the message o1
Jesus of Mazareih, the Sen of Pesce, had been Ltél>
anderstacd in  Buvope, and that bght apon it may bave
to be throvn from the Exst

I have sougitt your help in religous matters, which it
is yovrs to give in a spewial sense. Rut raske bold 13
seek it evca im polites) mattors. I o not belicie thab
teligion hes notling to do with polit:ze.  The latter
Cygreed from religion inlike a corprs only fit te be
saried. As mmatter of fact in your own eilent manner
y.o irfloen e poiitivs oty httie, And I feco) that o tho
sttt to separate polibioe from  religion had notbren

made 18 itiy evon new made, they would not have Jea
panaratad as thoy often appear to do.  No one conniders
tiat t tical life of tiie country is in a happy state,
"oliowirg oot the Swadeshi spirit, I observe tie mdigen-

oug  instintione ard the village wanchayats nold me.
‘ndia is reaily a republican country, avd it is because 16
.3 that that it nas warvived every shock hithevte deliveaed,
Ptincen and poientater, whetber they were indian barn
ov foreigrers, have herdly touched the vaet mnsses except
tor golieciing revenue, The latter in their turn seem to
tave rendrred unty Ciezar what was Cierar’s and for the
rost have done rouch as they nave liked.  The vast orgaui-
saton of caste anewered not only thereligious wouts of
the consmunity, but it answered to its political needs,
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(mgla;;i:m mu!‘;uge};l their internal affaire through the
: ystem, and through it they dealt with any oppres-
sion from the ruling power or powers, It 18 not pcésible;
to deny of a nation that was capable of producing t'r:e]
caste syetem it wonderful power of organisatioe, Onel
bad buttoattend the great Kumbha Meln at Hardiwar|
tast year to know how akiiful that organisation must havql
been, wiich withoot any seeming effors was atle effec-|
tlvel‘_v $o cater for more than a million piigrims.  Yag it ia]
the fashion to uay that we lack organising ability, This,
1w true, I i’e_Aar, to a cectain axtent, of those wha Liave beon|
novtured in the new traditions, Weo basc lssoured.
under & ferrible handicap ocwing to nn almost fateil
depacture from the Swadeshi spirit, We the edncated!
classes have rrceived our educstion through & foreign!
toagne. o have therefore not rescted vpon Liis z;;sss?s
We wani to reprexent the masses, bul we fait. They re-|
cogonise us not much niore than they reccgnise thei
English officers. Their hearts are an epen bnok 60
neither. Their agpirations sra uot curs, Herce there (81
8 break. And you witness not in reahiv faliure to
orgenise but want of correxpondonce between the re-
presentatives and the represented. If dovicg the ‘asti
fitty years we had been educated throvgi the vernanvlars. |
our elders and our servants and onr neighocurs wouald
have partaken of our knowledge ; the disnoveries of &
Bose or a Ray would have hean househol?d treavures as
are the Rawayan and the Mababharat As it i, g3 Isr as|
the masses are concerned. those great discoveries might’
a8 well have been mads by foreigners. Had fustroction |
in all the branches of learuing heen givea trrough the!
vernaculars, J make bold to say that they would lhave,
heen enriched wonderfully, Tue guestion of vilinge
sambation, ete., would hbave heen solved icng ago, The
villsge Panchayats would be now & !ivin;f; fovee iv al
epecial way, and India would almost hs enjoying

‘seif-govarnment suited to its requiremerts and wonid

have been spared the humiliating spectacle of srganincd)
aseassination on ity sagred soil, Jtis nobt too late to
reend. And you can help if you wili, a8 no other body of
bodies can, !

Andnow for the last division of Bwadeshi, Much of

e
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the deep poverty of the masses is due to the ruinons

departure from Swadeshi 1 the sconomic and industral

lite, If notan article of commerce had been brought

from outside Indis, she would be to-day a land flowing

with milk and honey. But that was not to be. We wers

greedy and 3o was England., The connection hetween

Logland and Ipdia was bused clearly upon an ervor,

Batshe does not remain in India in error., It is hae

declared policy that Iondia is to be held ip trust for her
people. If this be true, Lancashire must stand aside,

Aund if the Swadeshi doctrine is a sound doctrine, Lana
cashire canstand aside without hurt though it may
sustain a shock for the time being. 1 think of Swadssh:
not as a boycoit, movement undertaker by way ot
revenge, I conceiveitas a religious principle to be
followed by all. 1am no economist,but I have read
some treatiges which show that England couid easily
become a self-sustained conutry, growing all the pro-
duce she needs. This may be an utierly ridiculous
proposition, and perhaps the best proof that it cannot
be true is, that England is one of the largest imporiers in
tha world. But India cannot live for Laneashire or any
other country before she is abla to live for herself. And
she can live for herselt only if she produces sud is helped
to produce everything for her requiremunts within ler
own borderd. She need not be, she ought not to by,
drawn into the vortex of ruad and ruinous competition
which breeds fratricide, jealousy and many other evilg,
Bat who is to stop her great millionaives from enlering
into the world competition 7 Certainly not legislalicn,
Force of public opirion, proper education, nowever, .an
do a great deal in the desired direction. The hand-loom
industry isin & dying condition, I took special care
during ray wanderings Jast year to 8ce s many weavers a8
poksible, and my beart ached to find how they had lost, how
families had retired from this once fiourishing and honour-
able occupation. If we follow the Bwadeshi doctrine,
it would be your duty snd mine to find out neigihours
who can supply our wants and to feach them to supply
thein where they do not know how to, as~uming siaf
there are neighbours who are in want of healthy occupa~
tion, “Then every village of India will almost be a self.
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in the sense that in all humility I confire my attention to
the land of ray birth, but it is inclusive in the rense tiutl
my service is mot of a competitive or antagoanist:c nature.;
Sic uiere tuo ut alienum non lesdas is not mevely 8
logal maxim, but it is s grand deotrine of lite, 1tis;
the key to & proper practice of Ahimsa or tove, Lbis!
for you, the custodians of a great faith, to set thei
fashion and show by your preaching, sanctitied oy practice,
that patriotism based on “hatred killeth ” and thay
patriotism bused on *love giveth ife,” i

i

MK

‘/ *
VIIT —Mr. Gandhi on the Satyagrahashrama.”

To meny of the students who came here last year to
converss with me, I said | was about to establish am
inatitution—A4 shrama—somewhere in india, and it is
ahout that place that | am goingto talk to you tine
morving. I feel and I have felt during the whole of my
pnblic life that what we need, what any nation needs, but
we perhaps of all the nations of the world need just now
iz nothing else and nothing less than character-build-
ing. And this if the view propounded by that grest
patriot Mr. Gokhale {cheers). As you know in many of his
speeches, he used to say that we would get nothing, woe
would deserve nothing uuless we had character to back
what we wished for. Hence his founding of that great
body, tha Servants of Todia Society. And 88 you know,
ip the prospectus that has beenissued in connection with
the Sosiety, Mr. Gokhale hase deliberately stated that it
was necessary to spiricnalice the political life of the
conntry. You know alsp that he used to say so often
that our nverage was less than the average of 5o many
European nations. I do uot know whether that statement
by hita whow, with pride, 1 consider to he my poiittical
¢7uru, has really foundasion in fact, but 1 do believe
that there is much to be said to justicy it inso far
as edneated India is conecerned; not because we. the
educated portion of the community, have blundered, but
because we have been creatures of circumstances. Be
that as it may, this is the masim of life which 1 have
sccepted, pamely, that no work done by ary man, po
matter how great he is, will reaily prosper unlese he has
a religious backing. But what is religion ? The quoestion
will be immediately asked. I, for one, would answer,

* This Address was delivered at the Y. M. C. A. Audito-
rium, Madras, on the 16th February 1916, the Hon. Rev.
G . Pittendrigh presiding. .

b
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Not the religion which you will get after readicg ali tha
scriptures of the world ;it is notreally a grasp by the
brain, but it is & beart-grasp. It is & thing which iz not
alien to us, but it is a thing which has to pe evolved oul
of us. Itis always withio us, with some consciously
80; with the others quite urconsciously. Butii is there;
and whether we walke up this religious iustinct iv us
thirough outeide assistance or by wward growth no
matter how it 18 done, it has got to be doue 1f we want
to do anyshing in the right miauner and asyihing that ia
going to persist.

Our Scriptures have laid down certain rules ss maxims
of life snd as axioms which we have to taks for granted
as self-domonstrafed truths, The Shastras tell us that
without diviog, accovding to these muxims, we are
incapable even of having a reasonuble perception of
religion. Believing in these implicitly for ail these lovg
vears sod having actusliy eudeavoured to reduce to
practice these injunctions of the Shastras, I have decioed
it necesrary to sesk the assecistion of those who think
with me, ia founding this istitution, And I shall
venture this morning to place befors you the rules that
have been drawn up and that have to  be ohserved by
every one who seeks t0 he u meuber of that dsharana.

Five of these are knowu as  Yainas, agyd the iirst and
the forenmost is, .

THE YOW OF TRUIH, '

Not truth simpiy as we ordinarily understand it, that as
far as possible we ought pot to resort to & b, thau is to
aay, not truth which merely answers the saying, Honesty
is the best policy”-—implying that if it i8 not the lest
polivy, we may depart from it. Bat here Truth, asitis
conceived, means that we have to rule our life by this
law of Truth at any cost. Andin order to satisfy the
definition I have drawn upon the celebrated illustration

Jof the life of Prahlad. For the sake of gruth, be daved

¢ to oppose his own father, and he defended bimgelf, nob

by retslation, by paying hig tather Lack in his own coin,

' but in deferse of Truth, a8 he knew it, he waa pre-

pared to die without caring to return the blows that bhe
had received from bis father or from, thuse who were

7
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cherged vith his father’s instructions. Not only that:
e vo+d not in any way even parry the blowa: on the
r.atraty, with asmile on his lips, he underwent the
mnumerable tortures to which he was subjected, with
the resyndt that, at iast, Truth rose trivmphang, not tiai
Prahiad sufiered the tortures hecause he knew tiat snme
day or other in his very life-nime he would be 2ble to
demonasrate the infaliibility of the law of Truth. That
fact was there ; but if he bhad died in the midst of
torsures, he would stiil have adbered to Truth. That is
the Tvuth whizch § would like us to follow. ‘I'nere was
an inecident 1 noticed vesterday. It was a triiling inoi-
dent, but I think these tritling incidents are hike straws
which ehow whick way the wind i# bloewing. 7The inci-
dout was thie: 1 was taiking to a friend who wanted to
tatic to e aside, aud we were engaged in a private
conversation. A third friend dropped iu, and he politely
asked whether he was intruding. The friend tc whom
1 was tailking said :* Oh, no, there ia nothing private
here.” Lfelt taken aback a little, because, as I was
taken aside, I knew that eo far as this friend was con-
cerned, the conversation was private, But he imwedi-
ately, out of poitteness, 1 would call it overpalitencss,
grid, taere was no private converrstion and that he (the
third friond) could joim, 1 suggest to vou that this is
a departure from my defiaition of Truth. I think tiat
the friond should have, in the gentlest manner
poeeible, hat still openiy and frankly, said: * Yes, jusg
BoW, a8 vou properlv say, you would be intruding”
withont giving the slightest offence to the person if ahe
was himself & gentleman—and we are bound o zonsider
everybody to be a gentleman unloss he proves to he
otherwize. But I may be told that the incident, after
all. proves the genteelity of the nation. 1 think that i
i) over-proving the case. 1f we continue to say theso
things out of politeness, we really become a nation of
hypoerites, 1 recal & conversation I had +ith an
Huglish friend. He was comparatively a stranger,
e is a Principal of a College and has heen in
India for several vears., He was compariny noteg
with me, and he asked me whethor I would admig thag
we, uulike most Esgiishmen, would not dare to say



e,

68 APPENDIX,

“No" when it was “ No” that we meanf, ind I must
confess that [ immediately said “Yes.” 1 saree vvith
that statercent: We do hesitate to say “ No’aabiy
and boldly, when we want to pay due regard to the
sentiments of the person whom we ave addressing. In
this Ashraria we make it & rule that we wust say
“ No" wien we mean ** No,” regardless of consequences.
This then is the first rule. Then we come to the I

DOCTRINE OF AHIMSA,

Literaily speaking, Akimsa means won-iilling, But
to me it has a world of meaning and takes me intu realms
much ligher, infinitely higher, than the realin to which I
would go, if 1 moerely understood by Ahimsa ron-
kiiling. Ahimsa really mesns that you may pot offend
anybody, you may not harbour an uncharitable thought
even in conmeeticn with one who may consider himaelf
to be yourememy, Pray notice the guarded nature of
this thought : 1 do not say * whom yeu consider to be
your eremiy”, but " who may consider himself to be your
enemy,” For one whu follows the doctrine of A himsa
there is noroom for an enemy ; he denies the existence
of an enemy. But there are people who consider
themselves to bo his enemies, and he cannot help
that circumstance. Bo, it is held that we may »not
harbour an evil thought even in ceunection with
guch persons. 1f we return hlow for hlow, we
depart from the doctrive of Ahimaan. But lge furthex:,
1f we resent a friend’s actiop or the so-called enemy’s
action, we still fall short of this doctrine. But when |
gay, we should pot resent, Ido not say that we should
acquiesce ; but by resenting [ mean wishing that some
parm should be done to the enemy, or that he should be
put out of the way, not even by any action ol ours, but by
the action of sumebody else, or, say, by Divine agency.
It we harbour even this thought, we deparg from this

! doctrine of Ahimsa, Those who join the Ashram

bave to literally accept that meaning. That does not
mean that- we practise that doctrine in ity entirety.
Far from it. Itis an ideal which we have to reach, and
it is an ideal to be reached even at this every moment, it
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we are capadle of doing so. But it is not a proposition
in geomebtr- 0 be learnt by heart: it is not even like
solving dilienlt preblems in higher mathematics : it is
driln.cyy more dificutt than solving those problams,
Manyv of you have burat the midnight oil in solving those
probiems. 1f you want to follow out this doetrine, you
~vill have to do much more than burn the midnight oil,
You will have to pass many a sleepless night, and go
through many a meatal torture and agony before you can
reach, befora you can even be within measurable distance
of this goal, It is the goal, and nothing less than that,
von and { have to reach it we want to understand what
a veligious life means. I will not say much mors on this
dectrine thun this @ that & man who believes in the efficacy
of this doctrise  finds in the nltimate stage, when he is
ahoat to reach /the goal, the whole world at hiz feet,—
not that he wants toe whole world at his feet, but it
must be so, If you exprsss vour love—dhimsa——in
sach & masner that it impresses itself indelibly upon your
go-calied enemy, he must return that love. Another
thonght which comes out of this ia that, under this rule,
tnere is no room for organized assassinations, and there
is no rcowm for murdersa even openly committed, and
there isno room forany violence even for the sake of your
eountry, and even for gusrding the honour of precious
onas thay may be under your charge, After all that
would be a poor defence of houour. This doctrine of
Ahimase tells us that we may guard the honour of those
who ave under our charge by delivering oursslves into
the hands of the man who would commit the sacrilege.
Auad that requires far greater physical and mental courage
thsn the delivering of blows. You may have some degree
of physical poswer,—I do not say courage—and you may
use that power. Buat after that is expended, what hap-
pens © The other man is filled with wrath and indignation,
innd you have made him more angry by matching your
‘vialence agsingt hie; and when he has done you to death,
tho rast ot his violence is delivered against your charge.
fiut if vou do not retsliate, but stand your ground, be-
tween your charge and the opponent, simply receiving
the blow: withount retaliating, what happens ? 1 give you
my promise that the whols of the violence will be
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expended on you. and your charge will be left \nseathed,
Under this plac of life there is no conception «f patriot-
iem which justifies such wars as you witni« to-dey
in Earope,

THEN THERE 18 THE VOW ‘OF CELIBACY.

Those who want to perform national service, or thrse
who want to bhave & glimpse ol the real religious life,
must lead a celibate life no matter it marrisd or up..
married, Marriage but brings a woman closer together
with the man, and they become friends in a spscial sense,
never to be parted either in this life or in the lives that
are to come, But { do not think that, in pur conceptien
of marriage, our lusts should necessarily eater, Ko
that as it may, this is what is piaced before those
who coma to the dsirama. I donot desl with that at
any length.

THEN WE HAVE THE VOW OF CONTROL OF THE
PALATE, |

A man who waots to control his animal passions easiy
doed 30 if he control his palate. I fear this is one cf tha
wost difficnlt vows to follow. 1 am just now coming
after having inspected the Victoria Hostel. I saw there
not to my dismay, though it should be to my diemay ; but
I am used to it wow, that there sre so many hitchens, not
kitchens that are established in order to serve casts
restrictione, but Litchens that have become necessary in
order that people cap have the condiments, ®ad the
exact weight of Lthe condiments, to which they sre nsed
in the respective places from which they have come.
And therefore wo iind that for the Brahmsns them-
selves there are different comparticents aud different
kitchens catering for the delicate tastes of all
these different groups. 1 suggest to you that this
is simply siavery to the palate, rather than msstery
over it. 1 may say this: Unless we take our minds
off from this habit, and unless we shut onr eves
%o the tea shops and coffee shops and all these
kitcheng, anc: unless we are sstisfied with fords that

‘are necessary for the proper meintenance of our
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physical heslth, and unless we are prepared to
rid ourseles of stimulating, heating and exciting
condiment’ that we mix with our food, we will cer-
taizlr nnt be able to control the overabundant, unneces-
sary, exciting stimulation that we may have, If we do
not do that, the result nsturally is, that we sbuse our-
selves and we abuse even the sacred trust given to us, and
we become less than animals and brutes. fating, drinking
and indulging passions we share in common with the
animals, but have you ever seen a horse or a cow indulg-
ing ia the abuse of the palate as we do? Do yon
suppose that it is a sigu of civilization, a sign of real life
that we should multiply our eatables so far that we do
oot even kuow where we are; and geek dish after disis
until st last we have become absolutely mad and rua
after the newspAper sheets which give us advertisements
about these dishes ?

THEN WE HAVE THE VOW OF NON-THIEVING,

! suggest that we are thieves in & way. If I take any-
thiog that [ do not need for my own immediate use, and
keep it, I thieve it from somebodv else. 1 venture io
suggest that it is the fundamental law of Nature, without
exception, that Nature produces enough for our wants
from day ts day, and if danly everybody took ennugh for
himzelf and nothing more, there would be no paupsrism
in this world, there would be no wan dying of starvation
in this world. But so !9ng as we have got this inequality,
so long we are thieving, 1 am npo socialist, and
I do not want to dispossess those who have got:
possessions; but 1 do say that, personally, those of us
who want to gee light out of darkness have to follow
this rnle. 1 do not want to dispossess anybody, I
should then be departing from the rule of Ahimsn. If
somebody else possessea more than I do, let him. But so
far as my own life has to be regulated, I do say that I
dare not posgess anytbing which | do not want, In India
we have got three millons of people having to be satisfied
with one meal a day, and that meal consisting of a chapati
containing no fat in it, and & pinch of sals. You and I
have no right to anything that we really have until these
three millions are clothed and fed better. You and I,
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who ought to know better, muat adjust our :
even undergo voluntary stgrvation, Jin' orderw::::'tzzd
may be nursed, fed and clothed, Then there « the vog

of non-poasession which follo
Thon T bt W8 a3 & matter ¢f zzarme,

THE VOW OF SWADESHI,

The vow of Swareshi is a necessary vow Ba
couversant with the Swideshi Iifeyand the &tu‘::y»: Z:
spirit. | sugygest to you we are departing from one of;
the sacred laws of our being when we ivave our neighboue
8nd go 't somewhere else in order to saiisfy our wants,
H'w man coines from Bombay here and offers you
wares, you are rot justified in supporting the Bombay
merchant or trader so long a8 you have got a merchant
at your very door, born and bred in Madrss, That is
my view of Swairshi. In your village, so long as you
h{zve got your village-barber, you are bound to sup};or{:
him to  the exciusion of the finished barber

who may come to you from Madras. [F you find it |
necessary that your viliage-barber should reach the |

a@tainments of the barber from Madras, you wmay trai
hx_m tq that, Send him to Madras by all ;neuns. i‘;' VO?I
wish, in order that he:may learn his calling, Until vou
do that yon are not justified in going to another barber,
That 18 Swadeshi . Bo, when we find that there nre'
many things that we cannot get in India, we mnst try to !
do thh'n_ut them. Wos may have to do without many |
things which we may consider necessary, but believe mo : |
when you have that frame of ming, you will find a grent' |
burden taken off your shoulders, even as the Pilgrim did
in that Inimitable book, “Pilgrim’s Progress”: There
¢ame a tlm9 when the mighty burden that the Pilgrkml
was carrying on his shoulders unconsciously dropped ;
from him, And_he felt a freer man than he was when he |
#tarted on the journey. So will vou feel freer men than
You. are now, immediately you adopt this Swwadeshi life,

WE HAVE ALSO THE VOW OF FEARLESSNESS, ‘

I found, throughout my wanderinge i i |

. out ge in India, that

- Indis, educated India, is seized with = paralysing’ fear.!
We may not open our lips in public ; we may not declare|

|

/
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our gonfirmed opinions in public; we may hold those
opinions ; we may talk about them secretly ; and we may
do anythipg We like within the toar walls of our house,—
but thoss are not for public consumption, I1¥ we had
taken a vow of silence, 1 would have nothing to say. When
we open our lips in pablic, we say things which we do
not really belisve in. I do not know whather this is act
the experience of almost every public man who speaks in
India. ) then sugzgest to you that there §s8 ouly one
Being, if Being is the proper term to be used, Whom wa
have to fear,and that is God, When we fear God, we shall
fear nc Man, no matter how high-placed he may be. Ard
if you want to follow the vow of truth in auy &hape or
form, tearlessness i3 the necessary couseqyuense, And
#o you hnd, in the Bhanavad Gifa, fearlessness g
deciared as the fivst essential quality of 8 Brahiain, We
fear consequences, and/therefore we are afraid to tell the
Trath, A mao who fears God wiil certainly not fear any
earthly conserjuence. Before we can aspire to the posi-
tion of naderstanding what religion is, and hcfore we
can aspire to the position of guiding the destinies of
india, do you not see that ‘we shounld adopt this habit of
fearieseners. Ov shall we over-awe our countrymen
even a3 we are over-awved 7 We thus see how important
this ¢ fearlessness now ” is, )
1
AND WE HAVE ALSO THE VOW REGARDING THE
UNTOUCHABLES,

There ie an ineffaceable blot that Hinduism to-day
carries with it, 1 bave declined to helieve that it has
been handed to ue from immemorial times. [ think that
this miserable, wretched, enslaving spivit of * uctcuch-
ableness” must have come to us when we were in the
cvcle of our lives, ub our lowest ebb , ahd that evil has
still stuck to usand it still ren:ains with us. It is, to
my mind, & curse that bas come to us, and as long as
that curse remains with us, so long I think we are bound
to consider that every affliction that we labour under in
this sacred landisa fit and proper punishment for this
great and indelible crime that we are commiiting. That
any persoa skould be considered untouchable because of
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his calling pazs ¥
2 ‘804 Oone's comprehension ;

» . a

ztzldz:t: world, who receive all this mod('arn ::dd o th
y come & party to this crime, it were onpaon:
yoafreoexved no education whatsoever., - hetier ths
cap o:m-;e, v;le are laboating under s very heavy hana
ﬂimc:]e }mmaug you may realise that there cannot be
aihte ] t‘ 80 being 0o this earth who should be cor
tamﬁ 0 be untouchabie, you ecavnot rsact upon o‘
bee.l:::,g]f:t;uftgnotmrfact upon vour surrof:mdi};xglj

3 ought ig conceived ina fore

and ail your energy is devoied to that. Ang ;E:i"vt‘:f:v(

sro mtroduced a4 ruje ; i
reoiead: m this Ashramn; that we ghal

EDUCATION THROGGH THE VERNACUTARS.
Ia Europe, every coltured man learnr, unot only his

;::ﬁuug:, :!iml also other iangusges, certainly three o1
our. then g;'en as they do in Europe, in order te
e pto :m of langn.gge in India, wo, in this
oarama, make it & point to learn as msny Indian
e ot g s
hle g these largusges is nothi
Pared to the treuble that we have t ke i e
the Eogiish languags, Weo nev:r Omt:t;t:rm T ering
v the Epgiish
E:guu:g):- :i:: 181‘}; 803‘& exceptiont it has not bee: :2;2::;;
. } We can bpever expre :
clearly us we ean in our owu mother ton:;xe.o uﬁzl‘:wdﬁz::
I‘;St;r:}:) :)l‘lt of our memory ali the years of our irfancy ?
o 8 f!s previsaly what we do when we commence cur
f;g er L 8, a8 we call it, through the medium of a foreign
,n_g;m. Thie creates a bresch in our life for bridgirg
Wwhich we &hall have to pay dearlyand heavily, And yon
;vdzd 8ée now the connection beiween these two things, —
ucation and uztouchableness— this persistence of th
8pinit of auntourhableness even at this time of the day i:
E{gm :it the spread of knowiedge snd education.
E ucation hns‘enabled us to see the horrible crime,
ut we are seized with fear also and, therefore, we
eannot taie this doctrine te our homes. And we
bavg got a superstitious veneration for our family
'a‘dxtz‘ons and for thq members of our far.ily, Yme |
- "My parerts will die if I tell them timt I, a6

i
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o ‘eager partake of hiycrime) 1ssy that

sor considered thay bis tasher would die il e

: tbe sacred svilables of the name of Viskriu.

trary, be niade the winole of that household nT,

m orecoruer tu enothee, by repeating that pewe evin
in the sacred presence of g fatier. And so you and 1
mav do this thing in tie aacred presencs of our purects.
1f nfter receiving thie ruds rhaek, some of them expire,
I think tnsr would be no calanity. Iltumy be that sosie
rode shocks of the kind might have to be dulivercd. Ho
Jopg as  we persist ip theee tlungs which have besn
hioded down te us for generations, these incidents may
But there is a bigher law of Natuve, and in duve

bappen, ] . : ‘
ohedienoe to that higher law my parenid and mygeit

stiouid make thai gacrifice,
AND TYEN WE FOLLOW ITAND-WEAYING,

You mav ask : © Why should e mse onr hands " and
8ay *the manusl work hss got to ke dune by those who are
illiterats. 1 can only ccoupy myself with reading literatare
and political eseags.” 1 thiak that we have to reslise the
digrity of jahour, I & barher or shige-msaker attends 8
céii&;é\ Y. cught aot to abundov  tha professiou of bar-
DEY Ul BuOE-IHAAAY. 1 Cunznloe that a harber’s profession
i8 Just as yood ak tho profession of wedivine.

Laat ¢f all, whea you hizve conformed to therae ruley,

think that then, and not tiil thon, you may come o

PoOLITICN

sud dabible in them to your heart's content, and certainly
ynuawiil then neverge wrong. Politics, diverced of religion,
bave absniutely no meaniog. If the student-world crowd
tre polineai platforms of this country, to my mind it is
not pecesssrly & healthy sign of national grewth; but
that Goes not mean that vou, in your student-life oughtoo®
to study politics. Folitics are a part of our beirg .
ought to undervsiand our nauosal institetions, ©

rught to understand our natioual growth and

things. We misy doit from our infan~

Asikramna, every child is taught to

political in: ¢itutions of onr country

the country is viorating with ne~»
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aapirations, with & new Jife, But ve wani a;

tight, the infsliibls Light, of veligious faigh,

which werets aypesls to the intellizence,

which is iade!ibly inseribed on the Lisaet, ¥1ir

to realise that religicuy ceascicusness, and i,

we have done that, | thiak the whole departr.euy ..,
000t gR, and it shoald then ba a sacrad privieze or
students and everybody to pariake of thuy wiie life sg
that, when thay Yo'’ to rianhood, and whan they i
thor eoliegan, they -y do s a8 men properly equipped
%o battle with life, To.day what bappens is this: much
of the politiaal life ig eoniined {0 ntudent life , imiaedas g
Iy the studevts isave their colleges and cease to La
..8tudeats, they sink into oblivian, thev seek miserane
employmen iy, carrying miserabio enolaw euts, rising o
bigker in their aspirations, knowing nothing of (lod,
knowiog npothiry of fre Bix ur braabt light, and
nothiag af thal eeal vigorans indepesdence that saniy
out of obedieniy bo thoselavs towr } Lave ventured o
plsce befope you,
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