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SELF-GOVERNMENT

Resorurion X1X, on Self-Government, was introduced, says the
Anglé-Indian Madras Mail, “ amidst scenes of great enthusiasm,
the speakers being repeatedly cheered, notably the Hon. Mr.
Surendranath Bannerji, Mrs. Besant and the Hon. Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya”. The Resolution was as follows :

- “ That this Congress is of ()pinion that the time has arrived
to introduce further and substantial measures of l'efqrm towards
the attainment of Self-Government as deﬁneq ?n Article I of the
Constitution, namely reforming and liberalising the system of
Government in this country so as to secure to the people an
effective control ovex-it by amongst others :

(@) The introduction of provincial autonomy
financial independence ; S

.

including

+ (b) expansion and reform of the Legislative Councils so as
‘o make them truly and adequately 'gpresenta,tlve of all sections
F‘of the people and to give them effe‘i“’e control over the acts of
-the Executive Government ; '

o of the various existing Executive

~" (¢} the reconstructio 7 utiy
nilar Executive Councils in

+ Coungils and the establishment of sit
. Provinces where they do not exigy;

: (d) the reform of fhe abolitionll‘ of th
Secretary of State for India ;. '

(e) establishment of Legislative Councils in Provinces where
A they do not now exist; ’

(f) the readjustment of the relations between the Secretary
of State for India and._.t&ie*Government of India ; and :

. |
{(9) a liberal n}égsii‘i;e of Local Self-Government ;
. ? q .

o™ o

e Conn_cil of the
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That this Congress authorises the All-India Congres
Committee to frame a scheme of reform and a programme o8
continuous work, educative and propagandist, having reg;
the principles embodied in this Resolution, and further
authorises the said Committee to confer with the Committee
that may be appointed by the All-India Muslim League for the
same purpose, and to take such further measures as may be
necessary ; the said Committee to submit its report on or before
the 1lst September, 1916, to the General Secretaries, who shall
circulate it to the different Provincial Congress Committees at
early as possible.” ' -

MR. SURENDRANATH BANNERJI

It was proposed by the Hon. Mr. Surendranath Bannerji,
who was received with tumultuous applause. He said : .

BrorHER DELegaTES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

In moving this Resolution I am confronted with an initia.
difficulty. A spectre is conjured up to frighten us out of thit
Resolution. We are told by our critics, and they are &
multitudinous as the stars of heaven, and by our candid friends
whose number is considerable, that to move a resolution of this
kind at a time like the present and to formulate proposals o
Self-Government now would be to embarrass and hamper the
Government. 1f I could be persuaded of the goundness 0
this view, I, for my part, would have no part or share in thi
Resolution, and furthermore I would ask you to drop it. Ou
attitude—the attitude of the educated community—throughou
the crisis of this War has been one of profound devotion to th
Throne and of active co-operation with the (Government
Agitation is far from cur minds. We may deliberate, discust
even formulate proposals of reform, but we, men of the Congrest
are firmly resolved to embark upon no agitation, no controverej
and not to let loose the forces of public opinion, so as to pU
pressure upon the Government. The War cannot last for eve!
and peace must come. . God grant that it may come soon.
must prepare for the peace and for the situation in which ¥
shall find ourselves at the conclusion of peace. 1 can think ¢
no more patriotic task ' all soon be called upo
to play the part of lves for that exalte

function.
VTR
i\
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READJUSTMENT IN THE AIR

The idea of readjustment is in the air, not only here in

- India, but all the world over. The heart of the Empire is set

apon it. It is the problem of problems upon which humanity is

engaged. What is this War for? Why are these nameless

sufferings endured ? This 1s a war of readjustment, a war that
will set right the claims of minor nationalities, and uphold and
vindicate the sanctity of treaties, charters and proclamations—
ours is one of them--and similar “scraps of paper”.

“ Avrkr THE WaRr”

_ They are already talking of what will happen after the War
in Canada and Australia. They are talking about it from the
floor of the House of Commons, in the gatherings of public men
and Ministers of State. May we not talk a little too from our
standpoint ? And are we to be charged with embarrassing the
Government when we follow the examples of illustrious public
men in all quarters of the globe, who are weighted with a sense
of responsibility at least as onerous as that felt by our critics
and our candid friends?

WHAT THE REsoLuTiON SaAys

"The Resolution says that the time has come when a definite
advance should be made for the attainment of our goal, which
is Self-Government. There are those who tell us that we are
unfit for Self-Government, that the goal is distant, very, very
distant, so distant as to be illusory, and that not even from the
Sinai of hope and faith can we obtain a glimpse of the promised
land. A high authority, speaking from his place in Parliament,
said that, so far as his imagination could pierce, he could never
conceive of a time when India would be fit for Parliamentary
institutions. The same authority is the author of the Reform
Scheme. 1 am no prophet and do not dgsire to b'e one, t}_mugh
my Brahmanical ancestors were, but I will say this : that it will
be one of the bitterest ironies of fate that will hand down Lord
Morley to distant generations as the Simon de Montford of the

future Parliament of India.
Are Wg Fir?

Let us analyse the problem. Self-Government is the order
of nature, the dispensation of Divine Providence. Every

*
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community must be the master of its own destinies. That is &
part of the Divine Law and the immutable order of the moral

universe, written in every line of universal history, written in

characters of light by an invisible hand. Every deviation, every
departure from it, is transient and transitional, and, like the
compass pointing always northward, the needle steadily deflects
towards the goal which is Self-Government. )

Tue Burpen or Proor

] b}e)lf-Government being the natural condition of things, it is
1(1}101rm ent upon those who say that we are not fit for Self-
overnment and that it is a distant goal, so distant as to fade
away into the mists of thg unseen future-—I say it is incumbent
:}}l)on them to prove their case. The burden of proof is upon
em and not upon me. But with the chivalirous spirit charac-

toristic .
eristic of our great movement, I will come to their rescue and

take upon myself the burden. T ar
' . n prepared to descend from
Eﬂe vantage-ground which I occupy andpmeet my adversary in
e open. I am willing to fight him with his own weapons an
upon a footing of perfect equality.

SURVEY oF THE Pasr

Let us survey the past, examine the present, and look
around and then pronounce our verdict. In the morning of the
;Vorld, before Rome had been built, before Babylon and Nineveh

ad emerged into the historic arena, our ancestors had founded
those village organisations which represent the first beginningB
of Self-Government. So well-organised were they, so tenacious
of life and vitality, that they survived the crash of Empires, the
subversion of Thrones, the fall of Dynasties, and lived down to
our own times with a never-ending life. '

Never Founp 1o BE WANTING

Coming down to more recent times what do we find ?
Wherever we have been tried we have never been found want-
ing. We have been tried in the matter of Local Self-Govern-
ment under adverse conditions, as admitted by Lord Morley, and
yet the experiment has proved successful. We have been trie
in the higher regions of Self-Government under the Reform
Scheme of 1909, and again we have been successful.

5
Postiive Proor oF OUR CaracITY

Here we have a stupendous gathering of representative men
from all parts of India. Look north, south, east and west, is
there any other part of the world which can present to the
view an assembly equal to this ? It has been observed, and rightly
so, that Self-Government is government by discussion, and the
discussions in this great assembly are carried on with a sense
of moderation, self-restraint and regard for constituted authority
which is proof positive of our capacity for Self-Government.
In this great assembly, by the manner in which we conduct our
deliberations, we demonstrate that we are qualified for Govern-

ment by discussion.
Tar Brst TRAINING (GROUND

. But that is not all. The best training grounds for Self-
Government are the institutions of Self-Government, and Mr.
Gladstone is my authority for it. He says: “ Free institu-
tions alone qualify a people for Self-Government. If you deny
the people free institutions, you take away from them the most
useful academies for training in Self-Government.”

Look ABROAD

Look abroad for an illustration of this truth. Japan
was given full Parliamentary institutions immediately after
Japan had emerged from mediseval feudalism. Japan was
not presumed to be gt for Self-Government ; but after fifty
years’ training in the actual work of Self-Government, it is

the universal verdict that the experiment of Parliamentary
Government in Japan without a previous trial was fully justified.

'PuE PHILIPPINES

Take the Philippine Islands, which only the other day
became a province of America. America has given her free
institutions, and with the best results. Let not our critics start
the objection that we are not qualified. When they say so, we
reply : “ You are out of court, because you have not given us
free institutions which will serve as a training ground.”
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PrincipLEs or REFoRM

The Resolution la inci

lays down the principles ich
:ll}:ci:(ihﬁzo of reform is to Proceed. Figst ang foreltlxll)(())sr; i:vil’lr(:)-
b ymitiopn nOfmy. 'Wha,t.; is Provincial Autonomy? It is the
Province bu: btheh}‘rovmce, not by the bureaucracy of the
It s the Govel}"m:]ez tchgfsel; geprgsentatives of the people.

4 ro

Province for the benefit of the peoptl';ngg t}kfzt %]:mgizgle of the

Frnanciar INDEPENDENCE

nomy‘m?r'iféalrel‘?edependence is the basis of Provincial Auto-
Many years ago g?ej of a Province belong to the Province
in the tmoeri %’ , Sir James Westland, speaking from his lace;

perial Legislative Council, said that the revfnues

- of India belongto the Government of India. 1 wholly-

dissen 1
the pz(frf;nofthftd'wew' The revenues of India belong to
GOVernnr?ent . ? 1a—to you and me, held in trust by the
It % open t00 ndia . for the benefit of the people of India.
ordinaty ad _our trustees to delegate their authority to a sub-
oo represerr:ltmtl}eltrabmn in whom they have confidence. We,
appeal to the G e people and voice their throbbing aspirations
the revenon of Ogif!rri)men_t of India to delegate its powers ovel,'
over thome o € e Provinces and to divest itself of all control
You will ack ?r!llues lfor th‘e Self-Government of the Provinces.
take away thes e what will the Government of India do if we
Customs Salte r(;;:'rllues. There are Imperial revenues such as
and thesr o ilways, Post and Telegraphs and Opium,
the PrOVincesyif e supplemented by rateable contributions from
asking for b necessary. We stand on a very firm ground in
Vi At nrovmc.ml Autonomy, because the pledge of Pro-
August 1911OmZ is given in the great Despatch of the 25th
message’s oont . dn. attempt has been made to attenuate the
Hounsg co glne in that document. Confronted with a hostile
ard éompan ri\:lzl declared—he was a bit afraid of Lord Curzon
than a dele y " at this Despatch contained nothing more
authosit 'Igl? ion of power from superior to subordinate
What iny.mo lstilevv, however, is not borne out by the context.
Liontenant r};a, he assumption was promptly refuted by his
who, in the free atmosphere of a Liberal Club—I am

speaking of Mr. Montagu—said that this Despatch represented ~ -,
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Indian policy and opened out a new

of India. Truly it is a new vision.
Truly it is the beacon light that will guide us in the grand
mareh that will lead us to the promised land. We take our
stand on this Despatch and we resolutely stick to it, and in
season and out of season call for its redemption.

a new departure in
vision to the people

Tur Myrn or A NON-OFPICIAL MaJoRITY
There are other recommendations embodied in the Re-
solution to which T am speaking.

Let me refer to the expansion and re-constitution of
the Legislative Councils. 1 am a member of two Legislative
Councils, and I know something abont them and their working.
In my own Province it was declared with a Hourish of trumpets
that we had a non-official majority, a very captivating phrase,
‘but a pure, undiluted, unqualified myth.

A Noxn-OrricIaL MAJORITY DIFFERS FROM A POPULAR

MAJORITY

A non-official majority is very different from a popular
majority. [ do not remember that we have ever been able to
defeat the (Fovernment by a non-official majority, except on one
occasion. Therefore that myth of a non-official majority,
implying greater power in the popular representatives, must be
dispelled. We must have an absolute, unqualified majority

of popular representatives.

Then I come to another poi
—and I am one of the greatest sinners in that respect—and
these resolutions are cometimes graciously accepted and as
often ungraciously rejecbed. When they are accepted what
does it matter? A resolution after all is a plous hope
and aspiration. The Government ix under no statutory
obligation to give effect toit. 1 must, however, say to the
credit of Lord (Carmichael, that so far as His Excellency
is personally concerned as the head of the Bengal Govern-
ment, he s full of liberal sympathies, and a resolution
accepted by his Government is not always a pious hope.
But in a matter of this kind we cannot allow ourselves to

2

nt. We propose resolutiong
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be dependent on individual discretion, which may often mean
individual caprice ; and we must see to it that every resolution
accepted by a majority in the Legislative Councils shall
_be binding upon the Government and carried out. I am
encouraged by the attention you have been giving me, but it
'm.volves a reciprocal duty on your part, namely, that you
will do your best to bring this controversy about Self-
Government to a successful and triumphant issue.

Tre Exzcumive CounciLs

Brother Delegates, there remain two more points. I now
come to the Executive Councils. My friend the President was
a member of that Council. He will not let us into the
secrets of his prison-house; but I think if the depths of his
heart were sounded, it is possible that we might be able to
- extract a residue of subconscious feeling which would tell us
that at times he felt it would have been better if he were
associated with an Indian colleague; and as a watter of fact
Sir Al Ima.m, in the admirable speech he made in reply
to the dinner givenin his honour by the inhabitants of
Simla, told us that at times the cloud of depression hung heavily
(l.';verhls m}nd and he felt discouraged, and was only supported

y the active sympathy of His Excellency the Viceroy. There-
fore, I say, we, Congressmen, ought to come to the rescue
of our Indian representatives on the Executive Councils, and
_afesolve that there should be a,substantial increase in the number
of such representatives. Nor is this all. We think that at
least one half of the members of the Executive Councils should
be elected by the elected Indian representatives of the
Iﬁeglslatlve Councils. We do not want Rajas, Maharajas and

awab Bahadurs, unless they are popular nepresentatives who
will be answerable to us.

INDEPENDENCE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

: We have asked for Provincial Autonomy. We must
a‘;q press for the independence of the Government of India.
y e say that the fetters imposed upon the Government of India
G{: the India Office should be withdrawn, and that the

vernment of India should reflect the public opinion of India,

and not that of Lancashire. If those fetters are removed, I

\
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am confident that excise duties on Indian cotton goods will
disappear.

GrEETINGS TO THE LEAGUE

The Resolution says that the All-India Congress Committee
is to formulate & scheme of Self-Government in_concert with the
Muslim League. I rejoice that the Muslim League is going
to moet to-morrow in this city and hold a session,  Qur
fraternal greetings go out to the Muslim League. We sympa-
thise with them in their patriotic efforts. May the Divine
Dispenser of all blessings preside over their deliberations.
We are brothers, standing shoulder to shoulder on the same
platform for the advancement of the interests of the same
Mother, s, Mother’ whom the Hindu, the Musalman, the Parsi
and the Sikh alike venerate, who lies prostrate at our feet,
and whom it is the sacred duty of every Indian to re-
juvenate, to uplift, to eclevate and to prepare for the high
destiny which in the decrees of an all-wise Providence has
been assigned to her among the N; ations of the earth.

A Uxrrep DeMany

The ideals of the Muslim League and of the Congress
‘in the matter of Self-Government are the same. The goal is
the same. We both want Self-Government within the Empire.
A common demand put forward by the Muslim League and
the National Congress, backed by the voice of United
India, and pursued with unflinching tenacity of purpose,
would be irresistible.

CONTINUED PROPAGANDIST WoRK

The Subjects Committee of the Congress have authorised
the All-India Congress Committee to prepare a programime
of continued work of an educative and propagandist
character for the spread of the ideals of Self-Government
among our people, As an old Congressman, this appeals
to me most forcibly. Self-Government has always formed
the principal plank in the Congress platform ever sce the
birth of the Congress. In 1890 we sent a deputation to
England, and as the result of its labours, the Legislative
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Councils were reformed and expanded for the first time
on a popular basis, and the Parliamentary Statute of 1892
was enacted. From Bengal we sent up a memorial to the
House of Commons signed by fifty thousand persons.
Again and again, Mr. Gokhale visited KEngland us our
delegate, and helped in the elaboration of the Reform
Scheme. In 1914 another deputation went to England in
connection with the reform of the India Council. Let us
make a supreme effort at the present psychological moment
to educate our people and accomplish thiy work of propaganda,
which, I hope, will culminate in the crowning triumph that

“"lll give to us and our country the inestimable boon of Self-
Government.

Mr. Asquith has observed in one of his great Speeches:

cn N B
The Kwmpire rests, not upon the predominance, artificial

E.lf]d superficial, of race or class, but upon the loyal affection
(\))V free communities built upon the basis of equal rights.”
lie- Bippeal to Mr. Asquith to redeem his words in their ap-
Plication to India, We aspire to be a free community—enjoy-
mgt equal I‘lgh‘t N vah the subjects of the Crown in other
i?}' Sdof the melre.. Other great statesmen in the United
stll:,ign OmThand even in the Colonies have spoken in the same
to India c;?a-ngle of vision of the British democracy in regard
the atb':g airs has, indeed, changed :—but not, 1 am afraid,
Their ’“19 and outlook of our officials out here in India.
Press Zn%'e?. of.vmon remains the same as before. The
uneasinec 1:h being worked with a severity which has caused
ot rems:,' roughout the country. The rigours of the Arms

ducoitios n unrelaxed, 'notw1thstanding the prevalence of
of the 011_13 more Provinces than one and the helplessness
oy %V ice to protect the people or to suppress the dacoi-
- the Arme B:ae barred out of the commissioned ranks of
e sy, despite the fact that our soldiers are freely
that, thgir air blood in the defence of the Empire, and
have evok tlour}?ge’ resourcefulness and power of initiative
are reve:t dtfe admiration of the civilised world. We
the gr is% rom enlistment as volunteers. In England
papersyindic:tr m}(:re men for the front, and to-day’s morning
Does not Ind'e that conscription is about to be resorted to.
which, if 18 present a most promising field for recruitment
) properly utilised, would obviate the necessity. of

‘masters of our masters, and W
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conseription ? The youth and the manhood of our race are eager

. to unsheathe the sword in the defence of the Kmpire ; but the
“eall has not yet come. Will it ever come ? What 1s needed is a

little more trust and confidence in the people which, 1 am sure,
will be reciprocated with enthusiastic gratitude. Read the
open page of Indian history, and note the 0}1tsta11(1111g lesson
which it teaches. A stranger, the son of an adventurer,
Akbar enthroned himself in the hearts of the people. What
was the secret of the wonderful fascination which he exercised
over the many millions of his subjects? He loved zm.d trusted
them, and they loved and trusted him in an abounding meas-
ure. Centuries have elapsed siuce Akbar has been laid 1n }_ns
grave; his princely house has disappeared . the Mughal Empire
has crumbled into dust; but the name of Akbar still excites
the profoundest veneration among Hindus and Muliammadans
alike. But we do not despair. The British democracy -are the
hen their angle of vision has
Ch_ﬂnged we may be sure that the outlook of our officials here
will undergo a similar transformation in regard to the great
principles of I[ndian policy and administration.

Wuy Wi WanT SeLr-(FOVERNMENT

We aspire to Selt-Government because we want to be a
Nation, and secure for ourselves a place in the comity of
Nations, so that we may fulfil the high destinies assigned to
us in the Providence of God. We aspire to Self-Government
for the highest ends of life, for the moral elevation and the
uplifting of the character of our people. With the brand of
political inferiority marked on our brow, we cannot grow to
the full height of our manhood, or of our civic and moral
responsibility. The campaign in which we are engaged 18
thus moral as well as political_in its character and complexion,
and we are bound to triumph. For we have with us the
time forces, the sympathies of civilised mankind, the good
wishes of the true and the thinking m all parts of the
world, and, above all, the blessings of Almighty Providence.
Thus equipped we are invincible and irresistible. That is the
faith which inspires us and faith,” says the divinely inspired
Founder of Christianity, ©can remove mountains . Self-
Government is inscribed on our banner. \L it aloft, we

invite the representatives of all cree‘?}’i"ﬂi
. \A 4 .

‘ .f"a'//_\‘
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it, and we are resolved to carry it, God willing, to an assured
victory. (Prolonged cheers.) “

MRS. ANNIE BESANT

Mrs. Annie Besant, in seconding the Resolution, said :

. The Resolution which I have the honour to second before
ﬁou to-day is, perhaps, the most momentous that has ever
een laid before the National Congress during the thirty years
of its splendid existence; for not only does it proclaim that a
step is to be taken towards the attainment of Self-Gtovernment,
but also it lays down the principles of reform which, if
embodied in the Committee’s report, will make Self-Government
a reality, not in the distant vista of time, but within the lifetime
of the present generation.

I find a bold demand is made that we should have
expanded and reformed Legislative Councils to make them
truly and adequately representative of all sections of the
people and, most vital of all, to give them an effective control
over the acts of the Executive Government. If adequate
representation is given, if effective control over the Executive
18 granted, then it will be difficult to say that you have not
SelfsGovernment in India. It is the largest step that the
Congress has ever taken, and it will make the Congress
memorable in the grateful memory of the India of the future.

Tae ViraL Proviso

Not only so, but there is the vital proviso that the All-
India Congress Committee is to’ frame not only a scheme
of reform but a programme of continuous work, work educative
and propagandist; not agitation, you must understand, but
educative propaganda. I am not clever enough to distinguish
between that and popular agitation, but I beg you to clin% to

the words of the resolution, which are doubtless statesmanlike
and desirable.

TeHREX RuAsoNs FoR SELP-(GOVERNMENT

In the brief time at my disposal I want to put to you
three reasons why Self-Government is necessary. One is the
practical reason, namely, the need for legislation on certain
vital points ; the second is the economic condition of the country,

P v
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the most pressing reason of all; the third, the historical
justification for the granting of Self-Government to India.

NEexp For LEGISLATION

As regards the first, there are certain things that press
upon the Nation which would be rapidly al@ered‘ if we had a
wajority, an effective majority, in the Legislative Councils and,
if, as 1 hope, they are made wholly elective. ~ What we
require has been laid down for us on very useful lines. It
was said, and I believe truly said, that it was lzanSsxple for
England to train India on her literature and in admiration for
her institutions, teach her that taxation without representation
was robbery, and then expect her to remain unrepresented and
without any effective control over the budgets which are passed
year after year.

No INSCRUTABLE PROVIDENCE

Sometimes people say that some inscrutable Providence has
brought England to this land. I see nothing inscrutable in it,
for Great Britain, when England came here, was the only free
country in Kurope, and Provid'ence chose h'er to come that ghe
might bring India into touch w1ph wesltern ll'berty and especial-
ly western institutions. The designs f)f Provndence (.ml‘y become
inscrutable when you have un-.Brlt_lsh rule In India instead of
the British rule that she ought to follow. Then you may vyell
have a conundrum that you will for ever find it impossible

to solve.

CoceNT Facts

There are some facts, very cqgen't ones, .why we believe
that if we have really representative msfjltu‘tlons we shall be
able to carry the measures we desire. Thix Congress has beeg
asking for thirty years for the separation of the executnIre ;_n
judicial functions and has not gained it, but in some Indian
States that separation has already been made. Baroiia. has
done it, Gwalior has done it, and when you have Self—(:ovex'{i-1
ment you will not ask for it for thirty years, but you wi
make it in your first year. As to Panchayats, Gwalior, Ba}-oda,
Dewas, Patiala, and other States have already established
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those Village Councils successfully, and yet in British India’

it is impossible to get them thoroughly on foot.

You will sweep away that Arms Act, of which our Presi-
dent has so earnestly complained. You will get rid of the
Press Act, against which you have already protested. You
will get rid of the Seditious Meetings Act. You will get rid
of the power to intern without trial and to imprison withoeut

justification. You will get rid of that shameful revival of

lettres de cachet, the old Bourbon Barbarism, the old Regula-
tion (Regulation 3 of 1818) which exists only in India to-day
among the civilised nations of the world. These are some
of the reasons why we demand legislative assemblies, with &
majority, at least, of the representatives of the people.

. Tur Economic Rurason

_ Take the economic reason. Take the incidence of taxa-
tion. It is admitted by the Government that in India there 1S
no effective margin of taxation. It has been pointed out by
Mr. Gokhale, among others, that taxation In this country
trenches on the subsistence of the laboarer. It has been
pointed out that India’s production amounts to £2 per head,
and we find that in 1910 the imperial taxation was 3s. 73d.
per head. You have taxation which threatens bankruptey of
India by the ruin of her agricultural population. Mr. Wacha
has told us, and there is no better authority, that the indebted-
ness of the peasantry rises to Rs. 500 crores. Is that no

?te ?‘“’“ for changing the system of Government which produces
1t !

Most HraviLy Taxep Inpia

I ask you to conmsider in relation to this not only the
question of taxation, but the admitted fact that India is the
most heavily taxed country in the world, not in amount, not
in shillings or rupees, but in proportion to the production of the
masses of her people. You cannot measure taxation by count-
ing up a number of coins. You must find the produce of
the labourer, and say how much you take of it as tax and how
much you leave him,

, i‘t means, you have to know the agony of hunger,
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Most CosTLY GOVERNMENT

The next point is that you have admittedly the most
costly Government in the civilised world in India, and
therefore the necessity for this crushing taxation ; nor 18 it only
that the Government is costly, but you have to remember
that the taxes that are raised go largely out of the country n
what is known as “the drain”; you remember Lord Salisbury
saying that they were bleeding India, and asking that
the lancet should be used in the most congested places. You
will have to remember that the drain runs to about £20,000,000,
and such a large amount goes in various charges, interest on
capital, etc., and is managed in the most extravagant _{ashlon.
You must remember that the Railway and other Companies have
been dealt with by the State as no business people would deal
with therh, and that they had sold their shares at par t0 India
when they did not bring in the market even as much as half.

AppEAL TO YoUNG MEN

I want you, younger men, “ passionate youths ” as you
are, to turn your thought to these details of taxation, and
understand why it is you demand Self-Government for India.
Then 1 ask you to remember the result. Now eleven resolutions
n this Congress have spoken of the horrible poverty of the
people. They say that the Congress is a middle class and upper
class organisation, but if the Congress were the Parliament
of India, the poverty of the people would long ago have been
redressed. 1 find thatthe Ninth Congress, Resolution Eight,
after concurring with the views expressed 1n the previous
Congresses, stated that fifty millions of the population, a
number yearly increasing, are dragging out a miserable existence
on the verge of starvations and that in every deg‘z?.de sgvgral
millions actually perish by starvation. 1 find Sir William
Hunter saying that more than forty millions are always on the
verge of starvation. 1 find Sir Charles Elliot saymg that
half the agricultural population never know what it 13 to have
a full meal. These, Sir, are not impatient idealists. They are

historians and statesmen.

CoONSIDER THE POVERTY AND THEN THINK

You have to consider that poverty, you have to realise what
and then realise
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that, as Sir Charles Elliot has declared, one hundred millions
of the agricultural population never have a full meal. Some
amount of impatience is justifiable when the people are suffering
to that horrible extent. For this I tell you: My fear for
India is not the passionate enthusiasm of misguided youths,
but the spectre of hunger which is ever looming on the
horizon, the frightful spectre of coming bankruptcy, which
means the most awful of revolutions, the revolution of the
starving people, whom nothing can check or rein in when
once they despair of help.

Hisroricar, Reason

The third reason is historical. Five thousand years ago
this country was trading with ancient Babylon, and from that,
three thousand years before the Christ, down to 1750 after
Christ, there is “no break in the commercial and industrial

prosperity of India. Five thousand years of Self-Government
are behind you.

No Frax or Wags axp REevoLrs

. “There were wars and there were revolts.” Read European
history before you speak too glibly about the disturbances in
medieval and ancient India. If war was here, war was there.
Akbar wasg reigning when Elizabeth was on the throne.
Q}leen Elizabeth gave the first Charter to a Company to trade
with India. In the reign of James the First, the Company
was allowed to establish itself in Surat and along the Western
Coast. Since that time, in England, ove King was beheaded,
one exiled, and two insurrections on behalf of the Stuart family
have taken Place. 1 do not know that Indian Wars were so
very much more mischievous than the Wars that prevailed over
the whole of Europe during those historical times, for,
after all, is it not true that village organisations went on
through them all? Is it not true that villages were 1_9“
untouched, save when the Huns and raiders swept down with
fire and sword ? Is it not on record that while soldiers were
fighting, Pl?“ghmen were ploughing the land within sight
of the battling army? I put this to you as a particular pro-
position, that the test of the goodness of Government is the
wealth and prosperity of the people. While India governed
herself, so long her people were so well fed that ever

TR
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.. or .
:quntry in Europe fought for the right t(l)_té'gde {)v‘;}t]l;tgve;
ok was the result of Self-Government in 1 lia,). ¥ hatever
ts might have defaced that system, our 'rk; o ey
us that India is, to-day, the most poverty-stric

THESE THINGS As AN ANSWER

. state-

I put the two things before youn asanswer lt(:utlf‘nelit hot

ment that we are not fit for Self-Government. 0 ‘theory of

five thousand years of success is greater than t]etheir equals.
few Englishmen who consider that Indians are no

-

1 \ 9
Is Inpia A Poor CRIPPLE !

We are told, in the words of Mr. E(.iwm pﬁv%l];attg? 1::;10‘3
is a poor cripple, with limbs broken, tlssue;s lﬂtfl h‘vs’icianS,
with splints and bandages by benevolent Enghs hpald India
and she must not move lest the wounds sllouldrl()t eu(i 1S NOwW
18 no sick man. She is a giant who was asleep :not‘qure?
awake. Are you fit for Self-Government : A]lie y;’hat y(;u are
Mr. Gokhale said, and he knew his pe‘)p.le we "t . that made
compelled to live in an atmosphere of 1nfel‘l}(:n )r’eatest moral
the tallest of you bow your heads, and that t ef.r; character
wrong done to India was that she had chanéﬁl sle men, Sir,
under the present method of Goverr_unent. G; ot (’)f the
Who are here, representatives of India from (;ven‘f I’;):«),rba,rism,
and, are not children of savages emergmlgf Gr(ivemment by &
Needing to be trained in the elements of Self- 0% the children
Western Nation., They are the chll‘_lren of }ller(()lei_,sa,ve for one
of warriors, worthy to govern their own ant ou seems to
reason, and that is that the noblest Blmong‘rsxd yvou. If only
think ’himself inferior to thg Englishmen arqg be%ieve in your
you would trust yourselves, if only you'wollm‘ own knowledge.
own power, in your own strength, and mhyo tood face to face
1f Sir Sat’yendra Sinha can tell us that he Sin the Executive
with the Viceroy, has been an equal man rthy to rule in his
Council, can we say that an Indian 1s .nOthwooneyswa,llow that
.own lan,d ? Are we to think that he ]'? t,to %elieve; as I believe,

@es not make a summer 7 Are we no ho would show your own
f‘l‘, that there are hundreds like you, w ? )
+#Wbility if only they had a chance todo sof



at this Resolution be thoroughly .carried’» .
out, and that full representation be given in the Legislative”
Councils, as a means of Self-Government, to India. And I pray
of you, by the memory of your past, by the possibility of the
greatness of your present, by the splendid future that lies before
you, if, as Pherozeshah Mehta once said on this platform, you
are not emasculated as a Nation, stand up on your feet llke
men. For England understands when people meet her face to
face. England is a country of free men and she does not
understand people being contented to be under the rule of
foreign domination. Show KEngland by vour courage that you
are grateful, as I know you are, for what she has done, but x‘nost
grateful that she has taught you the value of free institutions,
-and has shown you, by the example of her history, how freedom
is to be won, and how ‘a Nation becomes Self-Governing. (Lond

Cheers.) -
SIR IBRAHIM RAHIMTULLA

Sir Ibrahim Rahimtulla, in supporting the Resolution, said
that India was the heritage of two minor sons, known as
Hindu and Muhammadan. The best and most patriotic
manner in which they could reach the goal which was d{*a"
to the hearts of every one of them was through the genuine
co-operation of the two minor brothers, so that they might
go hand in hand and appeal to their guardian for larger and
greater political privileges, which he called allowances for
their maintenance. The cost of living was increasing, t,heu‘
needs were multiplying, and they wanted from their guardians
at every step more and more substantial reforms, to take them
to the goal which they had laid down for their guidance. It
was ‘happy augury that the League and the Congress were
proposing to appoint Committees, were putting their heads

together, and formulating demands which might carry the
Indian Nation to the goal, }

MR. GOVINDARAGHAVA IYER -

Dewan Bahadur Govindaraghava Iyer, in supporting, said

the Resolut‘ion accentuated their determination that they shout o
have Self-Government by constitutional means. It also indie

ed that they were perfectly prepared to take their oblig&tiOﬁ :
and discharge them, though they might be no less onero@#:¥

Va'sl
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