
,. wf<\~tQ , 
tJ ,< 

..... 1ltt;l'6 A 

I 

I 

I 





A WPRD TO THE. 'READER .. ' 

In offering this patnphlet to the vublic I know I 

ijj is a .VOl·y inadequa.te record 01 the hdllhm.t ca~ecl' . 
of the iIIuStl'idU9 sta.t~zpao.l but~ at t.bo sl.\me time. 
I musb say tba.~ Mr. V. Nagllltniall'lII discOurse is a. . 

• . I 

p~et~y long 90a a.u.d ba.s exha.ustivBty dwelt upon I 

IL~l that was best in Sir MadhaNa. na.o both a.s a 
Il:mh ailiid 00$ arl administrator. Pattll unaer pre­
p~riati(ln w.iU . consilit ot interasHllIg exhacts. from 
Sir ~1"a.dhava. R'l.O's Dllrnctou9 writing'" ana 
flpeeches together with a. symposium of eOIl-
tempol'll,ry opioions.· " 

The name of Mttdhava Un-o hili'! boon differentl,Y 
spelL in the following pages, Tho proper wa.y to 
proooulllJlil it will be as if there were u,n 'It,' in it, 
though he him~lf used to write it without the 'h,' 
following the spellingl~dopted in tohe school register 
kept by his Tutor Mr. E. B. Powell. 

A portion of the nott pl'oeeoos of this publica­
MO,n will go towards tho expenses of boltling his 
nir~haa.y meetillg evory year. 

1I. P. D. 
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Tan/ore "f.d~l'tt· RlI.o,i ';.~I;~S.'f .. · . 
. - ."" .', . ,:', : " 

EI8HTY-8IIn.(.1lf}_I'·:CI~. 
" '\;.'~i /~~., "<. ~, ; ';~"~" ' j<;'>,:': <:' . " . 

A PllblieMoeMDg wa.sbeld ib-tbeP~PlV. 
llall Madra.s,.witb.tha Honorable w.trs>Stft.'.· 
sWB~i lyiuo,' B • .... , B. L., C. s. I ... C •. I.I!I.;~*'~ 
.a. E.' '1be Govatoo);'11 Council. ~ntbe~h.wl'. 'to 

i "olllmemorate the 86bh Birthday ofUle:i~:'~, 
Sir. T. Mad~va :&0. In reapon.e to ~blVit~ioh 
issued' by the Bon. Rao Bahadur V .. K~ ]~aalf~ouj .. 
charh,r, 1Mi'. T, atlogtwb&ci!l.l', Mi. G.Stibr~mMlili. 
A iyn.l' , t,h", Hon. Mt. V. S. Srinivo.sa. &&tdaI,thetf.t 
was a largo lZatherillgpresent. Among them we~1jt. 
Diwau Babadur K. Kri&hnaswamy :Rao~ Dhvarl 
Hah~dur .Rajarathna MudalilU'. Mr. T.no.ngo.cha.riat;, 
HOD. Mr.V,S.SrinivBrsa SBrlltlrilw and.}fr.!'O.f.:aa.m..­
!lwn.my Ajyar, besides Mr. N.:K. Ramaswamy Aiyr.h 
of Tanjo[fJ. . .', . 

The proceedings commenced wi*h t~ Oh&ir~ 
man briefly explaiuing the objeet of the tneeting 

*~ and calling Oil the Sooretru:y to the T&njore :Di$f;ridtr 
Conferenco to h~vehls say on iG, Mr.~.P. D~~ 
swn.my Aiyar, Secretary, thou stttted ~ ..• tollowr!:t. 

1t{~~ . 

"; 
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I-The Birthday Movement, 

Ou LehfL'.f 0[ the COnVOtli3l'1'; of this lYJt~t:ltitJg 

it behoves me to say a few words or lntJ'otiuetion, 

l'cgM'ding thll:) Birthday cdebration movement, 

Early in lD 1a the idea. struck us thftt it woulLl be 

well to h[tLHl down to the present and i\~j)ure gene­

l'I],tiOllS the hl1PPY lGemories of 80m<-\ of ',tll" i)\llillcnt 

men,. who as na,tivee: of our Distl'id til Tanjore 

ha.d h recent timen tlistinguisheel themselyo,; ill all 

hrn.nches of PulJlie service .anel harl lh6reuy earneiI 
great reputn.tion for their rcruarkabk intellect ,~nd 

high charaotet· suftlcient to be object lessons for the 
you-,hs of any coulltry, 

'", 

.,\c:. grcc}: lr!tn ,1,j\; \la.hliL0L~ aSBots to a gro~\fving 
nation, the perpetuation of their lives and their 

achievements has all over the civilised \\'Orlel lh> 
come cURtomary, no matter in wbatever )Ol'!l1. 

The hohling of Binhday meetings ibml the (dehl'iL­

tion of the :Lnr:ivQ\'sal'ie:~ of men of "\.l'iking pe i '-

sonality <1ud distinguishing worth IVl well as (It: ibli ' 

public institutionR of philanthropill kind 1m!'; heen 

in aJI iJ,gesqllite common and particularly in this 

• 

land it has been an every-day event" As the UOll, 

Dr. Dev, Prasad Sarvadikary, the Vice-Chancellor 
of the C'l.lcuttl;l. University obseryed at ~he Scott 
Wavatley Ceutinary meeting beld in' Ca.lcutta. 
a week ago, "the' debt to seers and sages,is best 

• discharged by reverent stUdy of their works and 
by the: ren.lization of their tea.chings and' tenets 
in life f'. In Bengal, for instance, tbe names.()f 

Ra.ja Ra.m Moha!} Roy: and Pandit Vidyas~ga.r, 
J{isto Das Pal and Ballkirn Chandra, sage Rama­

krishna and Swnmi Vivekananda and numerous 
obbers of ren~wn are being honored with com­
memoration meetings yeal' by year. 'In Bomhay 

also the BirthdiLY of our illustrious Dac1abhai 

NarowjI is being reverently observed by the public 

and grellt men like Ranade and TelanD' are honored 
. b " 

alike. Bven in l\Ia(ll"as several public institutions 

concerned have been similarly perpetuating the 

memories of some of those names just mentioned, 

While this city has thus aptly appreciated and 

admired the eminent men of sis tor provinces, may it 
not be reminded of the fact that in this presidency, 

too, tbere had lived ana died within our living 
memory, men of equa.l merit and of no leES distin­
guished a.bilities ar~c1 achievements whom we might 
with -Ollual pride offer in our humble turn u.s 
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. object lessons to the rising genera.tion of all 
.India. 

Wit-hin the last fortnight, gentlemen, the pre­
,sont al.umni of tho local Pl'osit1en{~y College, when 
aSbembled on its old Boy:;' Day, proudly pointed 
to some of its past pupils l\.nd associa~ed themselvos 
with that noble band of Powells' pupils who were 
tfle first fruits of Bnglish educatiun and' culture in 
South India, men like the late Sir Justice T.Muttu­
sawmy Iyer, the la.to Sil' A. SosLiah Sastrial, the 
late Diwl\n 13ahadur R Ragunatlm Rw. ,the la.te 
JJiwan V. RaugacLadu, the late C. V. Ra'llg,m~Lda. 
SasLri and not the least among Lilern, the 'hero of 
tn-night, the late Rp"ja Sir Tanjol'e Ma.dhava. Rao. 

M~t were it, therefore. that tho Tanjore District 
which claims the bono)' 1)£ having produced most of 
thm;e ackuovdodgedly-great men who had in their 
own tiille~ and· at the experimental staas esta­
blished the claims ur NaLives of Lho soil ~ higher 
officI'>; of the Stato in n,ll brancbe:J and baa won tl:10 
adm in~tjon lloud' confideIlce of tlw Governwent ,\uJ. 
the people alikc-shol~ld bave thougbt it ti~ to 
gtatetully remember their indt:htetloess to tbern 

. amI to stimulate their youth;; to similar p:tlhs;)[ 

dnty and of ~lol·Y. In fact, gentlemen, some of 

tbem actually 1'0131) from pinching. poverty to 
supreme erllinence, their Bbeer intellect and foroo­
ful chara.cter ~lone overooming ~U obstln.clea· and. 
(lisappointments ati e.very stage in t~ir ~a.t'jy 

career. . . , 

l!'riends a.nd Gentlemen, snt#·· J~~b~il1ge We 
used 00 bold hitherto within our!<#i6 district but 
it was deemed desirable to bold :~~'!';Day Me~ting 

·?fRaja. Sir 1'. Madba-;8. Rao, in tllje;~~rycity where 
be wn.s educa.tad itnd where .in tba~iming ds.ys of 
bis p-vcntfnl CltreOl' he bad livd.a·:a.nd died-in 
April 1891. 

1 might perh!l:ps ~w.d and annP\l~oe here to you 
that sucb Birthday Meetings we· h~ve oontin!3d-­
for tbe present a,t any rate·-to a re:wQf our worthit3R 
only,-to late Sir.T. Muttusamy IY.er, to late Sir. 
tA. Seshiah Sastrial,. to late Sir. T. ~s.dhava. Rao, 
to . late . Diwan Ragunada; Rowand to la.t,e Ra.i 
Bahadut T. GopBJa Row-men of, 'Whom disinter­
ested authorities ha.ve pronounced that any co?mtr1f 
might be ju,stly prond. In so limitiogtbe honou'r 

. of such oelebrations to theso five notables, \"'6 li>re 

awarethaJJ'lm !\re doing much injl1;itia.e to m8.ny 
othol' diatinguished Tllnjoreans·-ev-en . among tb~ 

~ 
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departeJ, men-let me add, wh)se names mnst be 

familiar to the citizens of 1\'Ia.Jl'US- ,-for instanee, 
late Diwan Ba.h:t~lUl'. S. SriniVa,s:tmghav}1, Iyengl~r, 
c. I. N" the late Diwan !hhad1ll' R.V. Srinivasier, 
the la,te DiWftn "Bahadur T. Vcnk<tsami Row, the 
late Hon. V, Kl'i;;lm<tswamy lyeI', the Iftte DiwiJ,l~ 
BahadUl: N. 13ubramaniyatn, ll'1l'risteL'<at-Law and 

Administrator- General,---!,!, good lot i.ndeed-nct. 
to refer to the otjeNlly eminent Tanjorettns stiil In 

their active service n.midst you ~ert) or ebew\lere-­
such as our esteomed chairman d this very wed­

ing, and the Hon. Mr. JUBtiCl'G T. SiLltasivier, ~I]'. 
V. P. Madhava How, c. l. F: .• ~ow Diwan of Barod(l., 

Mr. G. Suhramani Iyer; the Pioneer of Tu.mil all,l 
Bnglish 'Journalism in this Pl'eSlidcllcy and goccI 
many others of equal fame, 

Gentlemell,,,,hilo thus discharging this pleasing 
duty of ours in that direction :J,,:; T,Lujoreans, I feel 
tempted to suggest that the Madras Oity or ti1t:l 

districts concerned would be onlY honorin!t tlwnl, 

selves if they ,youill early arrange to similady haml 

down to posterity the rest of th~,t brilliant group of 
Powell's dear pupils-pai"ticnlarly the memory of 
the late C. V. Rangacharlu, u, [, K, whose colos,:,,1 

gBuius for statesmanship MYl:lore has honomu with 
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a .public hail, M weB ~s, at tb(;l :QtaI\1nfil.:?f. :the. late' 
" C. V. R~nganad.a. 'SaE!tIi'iai, 'whq, pl,.rs6 1,~$l:Jjelliper j 

gentlel2ieu, as the 6r~t ;Proficienh Q~.~h.~!rliSid~~Yi 
· College, the firs~ lIld~Mv l1'e~I~rw: ,:Qft,b;e. )~fa~rall ,: 

Upiversity, the first :rndla~ :J~::~~ltbeSntUl.ll 
i •• Cause Court herea.nQ~bE! first:.a~~:4p"~.now th~. 

· only ling~ist andlicboJar ~ersedin:"~ur~and~lfe.J:~ 
aut languages both IndIan .and:Jj1utQpe8J;l; hlLd,: 

'\ . deserved· sO well some more, public, recognition ~~ •. i 
· retir~embr~nce by constant remindet:s thJ.lo~gb aiilli- ' 
· lar .iLnn~allLJeetings held on theil' bit'th(1.8.ys. 

Gentlemen, this city Qf Malrllis is ye~ the bUliiY' 

cO!ltro of the labout.s and activities' of many:>f tho 
sons' of Tanjore Distric1.--young and old~ a;od 
in <all wttlkEl of life""",ltud we pray that you will take 
our sincere efforts in tho,spirit we. have conceived 

them r~nd dare offer them to yolk; In so doing. 
1 had often to requisition, the services of severa.l 

friend; and admiral's of ~be departed worthies and 
on thisoccaRion our thanks are specil111y'due to 

DhYfI,n Ihbadur Y. NagaUl A:i'va. of Trivlludram who 

I i-vould have been present bere to<liay but fot tho, 
..heavy floods in t~H:1 Tinnevelly District rendering 
hisiong journey impossible, and who for OUI1 pr0lfi6 . 
has sent bis -excellent survey oftbe life and oareer 

o~ tbe late Rl1ja Sir T, Madbav~ ~I, 
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Lettel'S from. Absent Friellds. . 

The Secreta.ry next' announced that he biLd 
received letters from O'}u,ny' gentlemen regretting 
their inability to attend ,andsympathisillg with the 
purpose of the meeting. Among, theUl were the 
Hon. Mr. V. K. Ramanuja.chariar of KumbakontLln, 
the Bon. Mr. K. Chidam.barl.1,Dad~ Mudaliar of 
Bhiyali, Diwan Babadur R. Ra.machandra Rao of 
Nailore, Bis Highness the Ma.hara.ja Gaekwar of 
Baroda., a.nd llJ,st but not the least, 'from Mr. D,.da­
bblli Nooroji of Bombay, who has said: .. I am gl00 
that ,this meeting Is to be hf,lld a.nd J &ball read 
with lUuch interest the, report of the address ()f 
DlWlm Baha<lur V. Na,gtl.m 't\yya ou the life Mld 

career of Sir T. Madhav& Rao ". 

lu the- unavoida.bla absence of Mr. "f; N agalh 
Ayylj" and. a.t thel'equest Of tbe Honorable Chair­
man, Mr. C. P . .Raxn&swaroy Aiyar, B.A., B.f,,, High 
Court Vakil, ~a.dra,8, read some,principal portions 
of the very long Ilrnd exha.ustive addrmls sent 
for the: occll.Sion, 9£ whioh the follow.ing is the 
fuli text :--

., 

JI-I"~ ... ' • ..... ....., 
, 

The subject of~bi8'eveDi,,('_dieOoUl'l!e &ja 
Sir. T. Madbara &0, K. c.;s.I;Y.h~ we sre m$* 
bere today to honor and wboS.!e~~piewe wish 
our countrymen to follow, is·a;:nniquelJet'§Iotlali.,. 
in /;}. e annal. ,of' Indian, StatesMllltisbip.· N ()t' ' only 
K~mbbakoo&m./;he place" 01 hie bidb. ;nor . even 
Madras"...teJle reeeived his, edt1~tion, 'but a.U 
India bl\8 reason to be pl'Gud bfhim. It i8said 
tPat ,the, w.orld knows nothing of iilirgn.$f{ men. 
Tbis maxim has been at any .rate fall8ified in bis 
case. For he Was known and his merits acknow.­
ledged by his own scho.)l-fellows and school 
masters, his' fellow-oountrymen . and colleagues, by 
the millions of the snbjects of Na.tive eWes who 
came under his sway, by his offioial chiefswbether 

European or Na.tive a.nd by his roya.l pupils and 
Sovereign-masters und,ar whom he served, by His 

Majesty's representatives in India and the Ministry 
at home, by members of both Houses of Pa.rlia.ment 

and even by Fore~n Governments as represented 
by Prince IHsmn.rk of Germany. In the-Native 

State8t!li,whicb he administered his na.me was a. 
bouse!hol .. ·· ~ord for justice and rectitude. and 

sympathy with the weak and the oppressed.. All 

fl· 
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in the interests of the nationa.l welfare at the 

present juncture of our affairs. 

Manu says II Let the King appoint ministers 

whose a.ncestors have been Royal se'.'va.nts. who 
a.re Tersed in the sciences. heroes skilled in the use 

I '1' and of wea.pons a.nd descended from nob e taml les 
who have been tried." These conditions were 

. eminently fulfilled in the cILse of Sir Madhava Rao. 
For, before he was appointed to the office of Dewan, 
his ancestors had been Royal servants and we~e 
themselves descendedl from noble families, h15 
fa.ther a.nd uncle ha.ving been Dewans before bim. 
He was undoubtedly versed in the< sciences of the 
day and was a. well.tried officer of the State .b~fo~e 
elevation to the Minister's place. but the skill ~n 
the use of weapons 'of which Manu speaks, was In 

. fnd those days of peace under the British RaJ. sa. 18 e 
by the skill in wielding the pen in which, of course, 
he remarkably excelled. Be was thus in every 
wa.y we)l.fitted for the place. And so fa.r . as the 
influence of a. Minister in a Na.tive St .. te could go. , . s 
it may be fairly sa.id tha.t modern Travanoore IS a. 
much indebted to Sir Ma.dhava Rao for its preeeR~ 
prosperous condition a.s old Tra.va.noore wa.s to 

1;3 

BIlllla Aiyen pala,wa., .in the ~a.tly ~ys 'olit~ e~p!l.n· 
8ioo IIond consolidl\lti~ under Malia :aajah Mar..: 
thandl1t Vllir1,Ila.. A lew f~:f;1J qf hil'ljU" rna.y there· 
fato be given here with l?ro6~ to ',tb,pt.ent and. 
future genera.ti()llsot ourcoun~ytne~~~·, ' ; .. '~ . 

, ' . ; , j' , ,. 
" '\:. ' ~ 

,. . BarlyLife and:· Edu~tioli, . . . , ," . 
I' 

, " ", , . I . " 

.¥lidb.vn. Bao was born in KtlJb~hakoDIWn in 
: ,.,' '. " H 

No~~l:i"r18~8 A. D. Rebelon~d to one .of 
~tw$ea.dV'entul'ous Mllohratta. .faimil~as, :v;'bfch ming­
ling ~ith the great wave of conque~t that duringj 
the l$st tW() centuries surged to the ~uth through ' 
the Deccan a.nd made. Ta.njore tho chiel outpost of 

, the Ma.bratta Empire in the south settled in that 
p!trt of India. His great-grand.father Gopsl Pa.ot 
and bis gra.nd.father Grindo Pant held offices of 
trust both under Native OhMs a.nd under the rising 
British powor. Raya RayA. :a.<tya Venhta Bao, the 
eld<$St SOll of GUUu.o Pant. Cll.st his lot in the 
British .scrvice. bui; subseqllen~y Cl.uue to Tra.van­
eQr<) u.r.d oecll.me Dewan. Hit> brother· Beng!\. .Rav 
stuc~ i()uger to .tbe British service, but wben 
Depuby Sheristbada.l' of th(! Bo<trd of Revenue, he 
was call11dtQ TraVllnCOl"O, where he rOliil8 to bis 
older ;br()thar' s office, and though he held it only 



for' :1 ~hOl't perio<l, he .was :1 terror to evil-doer:,;. 
Soon :liCe)' his retirement from Tru.v[lUcore Ill) 

died le .. ving three flon" of whom Sir :Madh<lYil> R:.w 

'W'lS thl! v~nngest, His marriage Wil>S colebrated 

heiore h~ ',','as twelve years old, f\.$ Jl1arri:tgt~ is. 

understood alllong u~. Lady ~Iadhava Rao also 

came of 11 highly rcspected family in Lhe "aUlO 

District and borG him three sonf' :wd six daughters, 

hrrself living to an advanced old ("ge in health M.d 

Ftrength. rrhough our women do nof; tllk~ part 111 

public aff<l.irs like their EurorJoan siAtel's, they 

t discbarge th~i~ social, .d~U1estic and religiou~, a~lli,cs 
. 'with grcat f,fllth, preCIsIOn and zeal and gUide we 

younger members of their '{ex, in :.L11 matters per­
tainina to domestic discipline and household 

mana;ement, which ttre essentially out'3ide the 

province of mIlD. Lady Mflodhava Hao W:i.SOll~ 
sueh remarkable house-wif.:: well .J\ilOW!l 101' he. 

kinrlness and regard, for hel' hospiblity flnel 
. f 1" "ril-a" lihemlity. tOt her great knowledge 0 ro Il,pOll- "" 

and Bri1hminlCltl oercmonies and for her llumOI'Oni' 
beuef,:wtiollS to lier kith lLnd kin fl,nd SC()l'L'~ of 

dnpenrhn1r.l throughout ber long ii(r.. She survived 

her illustrious hushn.lld by a feW years and when 
, 1 t h'1' Jepen-"hfl J~e.1 w::;'>:IwH1ely ref:;rettel ; ace 01 t .. 

" - d d lWulfS 
dants Lold me at the time that a hUll ra 

If) 

who lived by her bOunty were suddenly thrown 

destitute that day. This side of H~t\dlt life ill so 
littleknowp outside the ()ommunity atulLherefore 
the eorr0ot :'ittw(litrds set up for our oonuuet .,.111 
da.ily lif(~ are so tit,l·je uuderstood in thelSili (.lays. 

Sir ~:fac1ha.va Raohimself was remll.rkahle in 
that \~·a.Y" He helped S(,01'e8 of his popr Telativ€i! 

and dBpe_ndn,nts, He gave away sma.Ustipends 
amounting to Us. ,300evel'Y montb toh.is mb~iye;; 

and dependants aml retired servants. His ola J.ml 
faithful ageut tolls me tbat he hR.il tl'JU~ given 

:.I,way three !akh~ (If rupee!; ctllring hif' Ii!!) time . 
Every time lw vif.;iteJ his native \-·illa,~Q.. l{lImhha­
konam ani! TfLnjOI'C, he went round on hi~ vjsi~,s of 

enquiry at every relative's house. One (by he 
asked an old dndy among his kinswomen wila!, ~ho 

wanted. Sbe said she wished to eat some SlIgar 

candy. He ordered a iiLrge quantity and gave it to 

her. She tha.nked bim and blessed him, To the 

youug prinCeS aj; Tti\'a,ndmm he would ~el1d fried 

bu,lliLlHt..'3 01' bl'e:t(l-ftuit. To Lho p';'Ji: hC'},fl in t.he 
moffusil villagos \vhich he visited on toUt;,tj(J would 

in his lllOrniug wll.lks :;u.y and distribute pla,nlain 

fruits ~t1ld fril'.d ,'icc. In the wild trn.ct;, of Tnwan­
core infested hy elephants and tigH'S he lived on 
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the tops of trees with the help of the hill tribes 
(loe~ly known as Vamns and Kanikkars) whom he 
bofnended by giving them large quantities of toba.c­
co and sa.lts so highly eateemed by them.. He used 

to enter into long oonversations with them eo­
quiring after their daily routine and troubloo' aud 
ha;:dships, prmllising them eveli' help in his power •• 
Ou one occa.sion be shOwed them a. looking·gia.ss 

whi(lh of Course they had never seen hefore, and in 

th.s st~le of the savages they were, they tried to 

sel~'3 with their hands the images which it reflected. 
TIllS grat!fied. and puzzled them. He had a. 
fn.scination fOl" the life of the simple. villager iu the 

east coast' distri(,ts and romantic admiration fot' 
the OpOli varandah a.nd the mud-cusbioned sou. 
nya'l ·t d . r ! a one en , on which ~he honse-owner re-
clined. He envied the poor villag~r's lot which 
however was not. given to him to enjoy. If Sir 

~ladhava Rae had ~ot received an English educa.­
ulOU and Not Ip.~<> l'U th h' I 1 . . d .. '" <,., e w Ir poa of politICS an 
;~drnl!l1str:tt~on, he might ha.ve been a. bappy and 

eoutel~tea Villager awl prolonged his days on earth., 

l\n;l.~lv~n UlB another Valtniki Ramllyana in Mah­
m,tl In 811np,e Arya verses, to tbe eternal delecta:­

tion of millions of his Hindu bl'Othl'Ou. He paid 
special. attention to his studies in M abratt.i 'Nhich 
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.. 
he soon mastered .. Little wonder, then, thafi!lO 
lovely a ohild should have been tb., object· of 
l~tfectiooate solicitude to bis pa.rents,. while all 
Tl'evandrum who sa.w him as a,youtb of 22 were 
fascina,bed and charmed with him; so handsome. 
intelligent IIoIld so modest. He Wag "the leading 
star of every eye." At the a.ge of 35 wben I must 
have first seen him, he was a. handsome ma.n of 
suort stature, jetblack hair, fail' complexion, well­

made limbs, brilliant eyes. with sma.ll and delioa.te 
hands and a faee expressive of great .will power 
rond force of character. His father died when he 
WaJ; J 1 years old and bis mother when be was 12. 
He then beoame the ward: of his eldest brother 

Vasudoll.va. Rao who stood in lOr;oparinti& to him, 
attending to the bois P$"Sootj.J wan~s ~nd direc~illg 
his studies, 

Abont 60 years ago, ! Lord Elphillstona, 

Governor of Madras, gave a.n impetus to Higher 
English education io Southarn India which has 
bo~ne the ba.ppiest fruits. Ml'. E. B. Powell C.S.L 
Head ma.ster of the High Sehool, Madras. then 
fresh from O!l.tnbtit1ge, where he ha.d earned 
11001Ldemio distinction, Eltltered upon his duties with 
a.ll the hope, YoGal I!.od earnestness of' the first tiller 
of-a doh, virgin soil. Young MadhavaRao had the 

2 
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good fortune to he one of th~, very first set of n;. 

emits tllat came up to be drilled by this excellent 
tactician. Gilted natura.lly wif;h the highest oruer 
of talents yet djgpla.yed by India, ~bdhava. R~'l 
pursued his studies with an industry, a perseve­
ra.nce and a gingleness of purpose which were fully 
rewarded. The Hon. Sir A . .J. ArbuthMt in 1873. 

while acting Governor of Madr~s. referred to Hir 
Madhava Rae thus .--''It was during the period to 
whioh I allude that there was ~illg trained up for 
the kingdoJll of Tra.vancdre wbich for some years 
pa.st has been jUl'otly rega.rded as a model N&t.ive 
S~ate, a Native Sl;ateslUlI.u who first in the co.pl1eiliy 
oiTutor to the beir to the,tbrone and afterwlI.l'ds io 
the c!l.paci~y of Minister, hll.s largely aided in ra.ising 
1;h~t State to its present position". He wa.s ., the 
btlghtest of tha.t bright bana ,; of the Madra.s nigh 
School Prof)cients, to whobt a sound variedanil 
impressive edu~a.tioQ wa.s imparted; llis scholagtic 
career extendea oV'6rnea.J;ly 6 yeaTs, ,during which 
he once t-.l .' . . ac \!lU for Mr. Powell for \L short time, 
Wbl h . 'd . . . . . . c const el'lngthlLt, the~e w~re Europeon Junior 
ma,sters of no mellon a.bilities a.t the time must 
be ta.ken as III ,solid compliment to riis wotlib. In 
1846 he r~cei'\1ed. his~iFirstO)a.ss ProficiB~t's Do~roe 
and S~al from the mo~t noblotbe }:r~rqll:s of 
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. T\\'e~dale, wpo had suo~eed~d Lord EIJ?bi~~~n~ to 
the 1'.:1adl'B.S Governol1ihip; ., .. '.. ,.' ' 

A~,_ thei.end of. hill~l1ca.tiQt1al cat~~:t;when 
be. leitthe: High ,Scbool as '" Pronciens . ,pf the 
:B'il'st . Cla.asr Mr.. E. •. n;: Powell. M. A:, c~ s.l., 
Principa.l of; the, jScbool and li1,lbs89:lltlnt1y 'DIrector 
of Public 1l1ftrrtotiop. gate himtihe· to~loWliIg .(!el'~ia~ 
caLe.-;-" Having ·bQEjn solicltediJY T. M~d •• vl:l. R;w 
to giv~ him!&. pi:h~;).te tElstim9ni41, r fe~l very great 
pl,*"tire io, I cO~l1plying with his l:eque~~." ThbiJ 
youn~ man wa~ !), scholar of the B:ighS';ho91 troO,l 
its opening in J841 till the 15th M:.y 184IJ.when • 
he hi!td· the !;IoHor of l'Aceiving a. Ckl'tiftcat6 . of· the 
bighest grade from the hfllnds of Lord T''''l*,{l.~l€:. 
Thf.\ attainIQents ofT. Ma,(J~va. Row are far wore 
OJCtenflive tb:an thoSe OJ most native young mall: 
his ~ptitUd8 for pureM!ltbematios and .l?hysics 
is deoidedlyvery great; anuhis proficiency in those 
(omncht'R oCknowledgo is $u~h as would f!8CUre him 
Q,n honorable position even in the U Diversity of 
C8.I11brid~1eJ With the outtines of history hQ is bh:lY 
a.cqlUtint;e(l~' and ~n idea of his genel~al'lStoek of· 
information l1le.y be formed ftom the lil!t ot. auhjects 
be hli,S gtlldied and which I ha.ve a.ppenwit ,. to this' , 
testitnonill.l. r .1Xla.y lurthei' temfl,rk thtlit tha&J)d uct, 
and Dla.nn~rs of T. M.ada.va. Row hll.veaJwliys been. 
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gerihlemll.u-like, and I sincerely hope that his 

SUcc<=lss in life may be such a.s will reward him for 

his past industry anu good beha.viour." 
It was a favourite expression of the late Revd 

T. Pattigrow, one of the most versatile Cbltplains 

tha.t over ca.me to Travancore, and a gentleman 
who knew both Sil' Madhaya Bao and Sesbia,h 

Sll.stri intimately, to say. "If I talke:l Enghsh liko 

Sir Madhavl1 Rao a.nd wrote it like Sebhiah, 1 shall 

be t~Hl greatest man iu gurope," -a high testimony 

indeed. in any caso, but which everyone who knew 

the t·wo statesmen closely would most ungrudgingly 
corrobomte. On this point, Mr. T. Aml.l1da Row, 

o. r. I;l" retired Dewll,o or Mysore and the eldest son 
of Sir Madbava. Rao wrote to me :-"At page m9, 
Vol. 1, you' quote the Hey. Mr. Pattigrow's opinion 

of the attaimnents in the Bnglish langUlLge of Sir 
Mil.ihva Row aud Se,<;hiah S~fltri. A8 It matter of 
~act they were riv'als for the Elphinstone prizt'$ 
In I<;ssaywriting. Sir Madhava Rao wrote on "Edu­
ca.tion·' and Seshi6 ou "Civili"(Ltion". There WftS 

~ t:ie between the two and Sesbiah:wop the priZtl 
i~r ~~il; 1UQreC~aste and polished Engli&h, Madh:1HL 
hao " es~ay being praised with a qualification that 
It was" [)omba$tic ". Both the essay a a.re l.lrinted 

in t.he 1L~tiras High School Reports ~or Ca.lendel's) 
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of the day'·. Barring this one qefect of a bombastic 
style, in, every other respect he surpassed his 

school.fellows. 

As an Aooountant. 
Early in ,lA47 he got an appointlll.8llli in the 

AccQuntll,nt-General's Office in which he conti. 
nued for a little mote thautwo years. 

Bir T. V. Stonhollse bora the following 

testimony to young )J3.flhava Rao's work in the 
Acooutltant-General's Oftiec. :Fort St. George:~ 
"This is toO cert.ify thn.t T. l\1adhava Rao, served, 

in this office (rOll 15th Fobruary 1841 to the 30th 
f\ pd HH9 and dul'ing that period he conducted the 
duti,,!~ 8tltJ'usted to hiw so mGcb to my satisfaction 
that it was my intention to have proWO':ie<t him 

immediately to a situfttion of much higher rank 
and dlloJument had he renHlineclin this office. He 

Ic!tv0f' this office at his own request having heen 

seleded hy flis Highness the Rajah of Travancore 

to be preceptor to his sons". 

TlltoJ' to the Princes, Deputy-Peiahkal" 
and DewanwPeishkar of Tr&yancolt8. 

Maharajah Ma.l'thanda Varma. had succeeded 
his ehler brother in the sovereignty of Travaocore 
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at the end .of IH4G. The germ of the financial oris is ; 
which afterwards attained no s.-.oall magnitude, w~ 
then budding. Liet. (j'oneral William Cullen of the 
Madras Al'tiUary, the handsome adjutant of his 
YO:ltbful days, and who in a remarkable manoer 

po<J8tlssed the chief tra.its of cbamctar of the fine 
old Indianwas Ra3ident - Nawab at the Court of 
Travancore. His protege, the amiable but feeble 
Krishna Rao, wu.sDewan. General CulleD with all 
his: failings was him~elf proud of his scholastic 
~tt~!nm€Ut and valued the advantn,ges of eJuo~tioll 
1.. 0~hers. Be str.ongly urged on the Mahara:iab 
tbenecessity of giving a good English education 
to Lis nephews; a.nd recomruenderl the choice of 

; ,:en.e~uca.ted man, as tuior to the young pri!)~~ 
h_ ChOice fortunately fell On young Madbava Ea.o 

who continued ItS Tutor for 4 y()~rs a.nd a balf. 
It may be observed th<\t one of bis pupils, the then 
first Prince. Raffia V Il.!'ma, was Jllade 9. Pellow 
of t~e Madrr..sUnivers:itya' year before Madav", 
Baa;; own admission into tho &Mte. Th~ Priuce 
:"A,$ all~ded i.o in flattering tmms by J ,on I .~ ~~pier 
in the Vlceregal LegislA.tive Coundl in BfJ,eBldug of 
the IF..,te [JOrd Mayo's ,~ar.uest 6ndoavours to Btlctll'e 

the rdd of competent Natives in Indian Logisl(\j;lon. 
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He wa~ Il.lsci' offered \A. IUlli\t).O the Vieer()~'I;r ~$la~; 
tive ~oUnc.ij. VII~~oP: nom ,', QoolliderliotioM j Qth~iIJ~h: 
he had tq d:eclin~. ,lrrolil a Tuto~M:aiclli~v~~: 
was appointed in; Aptill~ to .: reIi!POlll'i~l~ ~Ui~e 
in the :revenue Ito& 'u,nd$!' tile D.r~v$.O.(;T~8 was 
as a Deput;yl?'e~bklir . iathe l?e1v"Il'8,:Cu~-'rty" 
in (lha.tg~of Uhe iOe'V8.9wMb (te~ple9)'i~~Qk~f . 
(qustOlJils), "Elepba~t ~dAnchal(Post.p;~~· 
ments, Tbi~ p08t:hfrbeld. tor<S!.years:atl4dti1w ,. 
0. $slary of Bs. 800: : .' .. ' . " ..... ,: . :; 

IJ(>rd Elphinstooe-, G:overnbr of '~l.\$ ~n'ai 
~ornb"y wrote .. lam surely h~ppyto ~r\()ftb~ • 
signa.l suc~ss in li£e of oneoLtbe l?u,pi.~g:i M tb~ . 
Ma.dras High School, one wboeotered tlllj,tiiusti*n': 
tiOD when it wa.s first Glitablil!hed,wb~r~bia.i~ 
in it long enough to reap the full amount 01. ~n~fi~ . 
whieh 1\ liheral eduos.tiQo can ii.npll.rt,a~d. wh~ 
left iii with all the (listinotion whi(lh all thebighesl 

'academical honors c"n ~onf6r. IJotmo (longriliu-

late you, O1OSt heal'~ily upon your. re~nt 
advaucem¢'ht Bnd let me express myodnfiden. ~ 
hope tha.t yon will H.tta.ineventually to still, higher . 

honors". ': '. 
The Gourt of Direotors wrote~-T/le: profi·· 

ciency of tbt! young FtiRoes, nephews of >~ ~~r­
In the English langua.ge a.nd in geuel~l 'lWowre~/ 
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under the tution of Madhava Rao is highly credit­
a.ble both to the pupils and to the teacher, and the 
Rajah has evirwecl a proper .sense of the value 
of such instruction by conferring an honourable 
and lucrative office on Madhava Rao." 

The Madras Government observed in their 
Minutes of consultation :_" It ha.s afforded the 
Right Hon. the Governor-in-Council much gratifi. 
cation to learn the progress which some of the 
young Princes have made to their cJuedion unikl' 
the superintendence of T. Madhavu. RRo and the 

, ' 

appreciation of His Righnof;S oft the services of 

their tutor in his recent advancement t,o an import­
ant pUblic office, the duties of wbieh his talents 

IUld acquirements give reason to believe he will 
perform" with abilitv" 

His Highness "M~rthanda Vnrma Ra.jah wrote 
to MQ.dhavo. n",o :~" The unafrectcd zeal with 
w~llch you undertook and sa.tisfactorilv succec.Jed 
j~ improving my nephews hy impn.rtin~useful !tlid 
IlberaJ education; the ardour, interest atm integrity 
manifested by you in tho capacit; of 8, pl;b1l0 
servant; l:I,Yj(J the skill with which you have bfloJl 

conducting the affairs imme:liu.tely u~der your guid­

ance to my full and entire Ratisfaction, are services 
too valuable to pas::. unnoticed or unrews,rdefl ". 
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Of his work 8.S Dewan·:Peisbkar of the South.: 
ern Division, the :Rev. P. Baylis of Nej«lr wrote 
to bim :-" On the nrflt day of the new year I feel 
bound to congratulate you on .the improved state of 
the District which has been for some months undet 
your cbarge. It bas given me much pleasure to see 
the integrity, energy and impartiality with which 
you, have fulfilled the duties of your office, so fa.r 

as they ha.ve come under my observation a,nd also 
to hear the good opinions expressed hy people. 
of all classes respecting you; for I have not hither. 
to found the people here accustomed to speak well 

of their Rulers. I refer more particUlarly to the 

Police Districts of Erncel and Culcoolum, as it is 
with these that I am most acqua.inted. • 

" During the years 1854 and 18M, ~~d ~p to 
the time you were settled here; thi$ part,oftbe, 
coun try was thoroughly disdtganised. The, Sirkar 

officials generally were more oorrupt, takiEl;$ a;d.vant~ " 

age ~f thei$; position to lleece the P~~~.r~~J!lF'~9" 
pOSSible wa.y. Cases of house.brellik1D!g~i'i~rg~~ 
wa.y robbeJ:y often attended witbbru~al;'!~~JlC$ 

, '., ',i, ,1,\ ", ,"" 

were very nl1meroulJ, so :tba.t tbe inb~bl~tlJ' ,,",re 
in conato.nt terror ; lor the p~tr~~::~t,:,~! 
outrages bad"little fear of relltI puniS~~e~i~\~~tmI 
alrea.dy Ill.be' friends to .the o:Oi~8i1VQO,' 8~d 
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have been the protectors of the people, or having 
the means to do so. Complaints to the police 
Officers respecting the oppressions practised by the 
petty officials were generally treated with contempt 
and unheard. I cannot but feel thankful that, there 

has been so great-a change for the better. The in­
habitants. may now sleep in their houses or go 

about their ordinary pursuits in safety, for .the 
vigour with which you have followed up robbers 
and other criminals until their cti.:pture• bas' shown 
them plainly that they are no longer privileged 
members of the community; while the successful 
efforts you ~ade to secure the reMpture of Kwlem 
and other notable robbers, who escaped from the 
Nagercoil jail must have taught them a lesSQn they 
will not SOOn forget, while it has given fresh oon~~ 
dence and security ~o the pea.ceable inbabiliantsl . 

LQrd Harris, Governor of Madra.s wr6te:­
" His Lordship is much grlltined to hear 8uoh good 
and sa.tisfactory accounts from- you and to add that 
he quite approves of the mea.sures which you are 
introducing which all appear calculated to do much 
g~d and to act salutarily. His Lordship hopes 
that you will continue to adva.nce in the right 
course which you have adopted and looks forward 

• 

to g~a'tt68u1ts _ fro~,rc;ur'oonnacJ~o~ i ''1i~ Ute 
adUliM8tra~ion' of af'iaitsi:n t1i& Trava.tic~!$tMe" • 

The Resident Gim. W. OuU~n. Wi'O~to:t>ew.n 
KrishnaRao :~" 1 begto':forwait'd ~: ~bii an 
originaJ report' frorn~beOewil.b.Pa~r:. MUha~A< 
Bao. 4etai~iJ!g;~he $n'8rngemente he~a.d;:~e lo~. 
the ~teoti¢'J1:bf. tbe~l'OS&i frllUds sO ~g:kn~"'n fio 
,exist! in.~ -conveyance of, ·'sa.U:fr9m 'Ne,njinaa 
to T~1'$lnat\Unl, in which he ha.s been Sil'lgUlady 
$uc0['Ssiql.· ,The Peishkar i~ entitled to tbegi.'ea.t~t 

, " orfIJd,tfor the perseverance and intelligence with 
whi~h he has so promptly exposed, a.nd I hope 
strllbgled for ever, the col'ruption that has marked 
this hranch of revenue. You will of (lourse 8ubmi~ 
the report to His Highness the Ma.ha.rajah .••. : ...•.. ~ 
.... ,. I hope you willgiV)El the JPeishl".r the strongest 

support and er1co~m~l!ntell~ to d(lntinue h~s exer­
tions, and ~Oi!J8ta.&]~8ihi.on. a. aure foundation the 

refdrms pe :b84'·eoaU,(l(j~~stnUyintroduced ':" 
• HiS' Highness ;tbli. R'~h bimself, wrote to 

Maclhllol':lJ,. &\w::..-"r~ affordll me much plOO8ure and 
ila;t.sfa.Il~O~ '. ta learn that yqur maoagem611~ in the 
Southern Disttiots, ~c)e you were deliacb~ there, 
baSI prQved .•. bigblybene1loia.I, and -tha.t g~at im­

pt0ren:upntiha:ve been tl,fi'eoted ~n various ~Ii>ranohes 
of fl,dtU:u:lifi,mtion under your contt·ol. ,I have only 

\ , 
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to repeat my full approbation and apprecitl.tion of 
u')l your proceeding, and gratification at the ba.ppy 

I result of your unremitting exertions, I have rio 
doubt tha.t the continuance of fluch activity and 
vigilance on your part will introduce similar and 
morc substo,ntial improvements to the Sirkar and 
your example will be a worthy model not only for 
your colleagues and subordinates, but even to some 
bigher in rank, if they would only follow it ". 

The late J,B Norton, Advocate-General. spokfl 
}n the course of a, Public address at Pacheappa's 
Institute in Madras!-" I cannot bere' pass from 

the subject without another public mention o~ 
lladhava Rao the Ulost distinguished of' all the 
High School Ahunni. Ris course' has long been 
before the, public:, Alter le~v~ng the school with the 
big1ie.st distinctions IltOd after honourable employ 
in the se.rvic6 of ,the Madras Gove~nment Itt the 
Presidency Ca.pita.l he went to Tra.vQucore on the 
invitation oft,he Raja.h ,to superintend the educa.-, 

tion of the young Princes. Row be discharged that· 
task I hn,ppen, 80 far as one of the Princes- is 
concerned, personally, to know; 'a.nd it is a. pro~d 
satisf~tion to think that he has instilled tnto 
the bosom of tha.t young ma.n the sa.rile 10'96 of: the 

principles of justice and honesty ItS aetuate him-

1"'" " 
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self- Tbence bewas appointea to p, post under the 
D~wan, and during this last year he bali! blLdan in~ 
dependent cbarge of two districts of the 'kingdollJ; 
how he bas administered that ,important charge 
I am about to state. I believe that the rel?r~enta.. 
tions constantly before the public of tbe State 
of 'rravancore are not the l.st exa.ggel,'ated,; tha.1i , 

. nothing could be worse tha.n its condition ofana.r­
cily thau the entire dissolu~ion of th~. elements 

f . ty The missionaries have petl tloned . the 
o SOCIa ' 
Government 011 the State of misery and anarchy 
into which the country is plunged-a. warning, by 
no means indistinct, as to the consequence of the 
sta.te of things has been conveyed by the, G~vem-

t of Madras to the sovereign; yet, WIthin the Ulen . ' 
space of one sbort year ~ Madhav~ ~o has. cal:l;1(t 

b d ' out of disorder, has dlS~rlhuted JustIce fort or et 
U aud man without fear and favour, bas 

between Ill,a. ' 

11 d decoits, has ralsod the revenue, and hiS 
expe e l'b l't th . d state papers show the I era I y, e mlllutes all ' , " . 

d 
' "-nd statesmanship of hiS VIews and soun ness. .. • 

pl'inuiples, 
" lIe bas received the thanks of the sov~reign, 

h I obtal'nod the voluntll.ryadmiring testImony 
e U\S ."" . I"~ d 

f the venT missiona.ries who meDlorlll. Ise , 
of some 0 OJ " " b 
to the excellence of his administn.tlOn. NoV\' ere 
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is a ~an raised. up, as it- were, amia the, anarchy 
and confusion of his country, to save it from dis­
truction. Annexation, looming in the not-far dis­
tant future would be banisbed into the shades of 
night, if such an administration as he has intro­

. d~ced into two districts were given to the whole 
kingdom by his advancement to tbe post of Minis­
ter. He is indeed a splendid example of what 
education may do for the Na.tive". 

As Dewan of Travancore. 

General Cunen wrote to the Madras Govern­
ment that" H. H. has since proposed to me that 
Madhava Ra.o should, for the present, be placed in 
charge of th~administration, as Acting Dewan." 
From the time he became Dewan of TravanC01'6 in 

~:uary 1858 ~the day ~f his retireme~t fro.~ the 
ada State In 188~, 'l. e., during iii parted of 

• 24 yea.rs as Minister a.nd Dewan-Regent bis career, 
may be said to have been one long tliumph1l.1 

procession accompa.nied by nourish of trumpets a.nd 
boo' f· mlng o. guns. It was fL unique sucoses, un-
paralleled In the a.nnals of Indillon History, ILnd un­

&nl)r?BChed by any In~a.n Mi~s.ter of receot times. 
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Dewan Madh'avaRu.o ursh' directed him,,alf to 

the improvement of the i~ternal aft'a.ir~ of tbeooun,. 
try. At the .same time he str¥lgtheDed tbe~~tion8 
of Travancore witn the Madras Govel'nmtJot.Tha 
first few years of his admiDstratioD were Mvoted 
to fisca.l reforms~ He represented to the .authorities 
and to the lello~ng men or Soutbern IndiiJ,tbetlue 
state of affairs in Travancore . and disabu~ the 
minds of the grossly wrong impressions fbr~ed .0£ 
oppression &nd misrule here. The Madra.t: QO'Vern. 
ment were satisfied witb the new turn the a.dmin.~ 
tre,tiOD ba.d taken since bis assumpsion of office .. 

In praise of hi. work. 

In Septem~r 1858 Lord Harris' visited 
Travancore. This visit to Trivandrum left a very 
favourable impression on Lord Harris'· mind re­
garding the Maha Raja.h a.nd the administration of 
the Sta.te under: tQe new Dewan. In his minute 
drawn up sOon a.fter his r~turnfrom Travaneore, 
His Excellency observed :--" I have been rejoiced 
to nnd tha.t considerable improvements have :t~ken 
pla.cein the management of the nnances of the 
Trava.ncore State under MadiLva Row the DeN. 
Salaries a.re nOw regula.rly paid, instead of being u 
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formerly, many months in ureal'S, and there 
appeat';; to be generally greater contentment anJ 
satisfaction than formerly" .. 

The Upper-cloth Problem. 

The Madras Government also informed the 
Court of Directors :-" Since the appointment of 
IvIadava Hcw, petitions from Travtmcore ~ave rrn:ch 
!Lbl~ted both in number Itud tone, affording good 
grounds to hope that the administration is by his 
exertions being placed on au improved footing." 

In December 1818, the Shanar disturbanco in 
South Travancore connected with what is known 
a8 the "U pper-cloth (~uestion", caused gravo 
anxiety to the Sirkar. Reference to TravancOl'e 
history will indicate the date of the estl\blishment 
of the London Mission Society in South TravlLn­
core; and the great tolerat,ioll afforded to the 
Christian :M.issions by the Tnwnncore Government, 
led to the rapid spread of Cllristianity in N61J ,iunad. 
The resulL was that the Shanar converts (it may be 
observed here that the mission work of conversion 
WIW mostly if not exclusively confined to the 
Shana,rs, Pa.riu.hs and other low caste people), who 
were looked down upon by the High caste HindUS, 
relying on the support of the missionaries, caused 
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great annoyance to them. Tbe C48U8 belli i~· this \ 
case arose· from the Sha.~a.r· Ohristian·. femaJes 
assuming the ·CQliltumes of ,'high ca.stle vyomen.. By 
long standing custom the inferlbr cl9!8Ses of the 
population were forbidden toWeM lion upper cloth 
of the kind ueed by the higher classtes.'During the 
admini!jtration of Colonel Munro a ehtCu~1U' ordert 
was issned permitting tbe women referred to, ~c) 
cover their bodies with jackets (kuppa.yaUl) like the 
women of Ayrian Christians, Moplalis a.nd suob 
~thers, ~ut the native christian fetpales would not 
have anything less than the apparel of the higbe!\t 
castes. Ro they took the liberty of appea.ring in 
public not only .with the kuppayam aJ.reg,qy 
sanctioned, but with ari additiona.l cloth or scarf 
over the shoulders. as worn. by the women Qf Lhe 
higher castes. Tbese .pre~n~ion8of the Shanar­
convert women were~~ntedby ~he high ca.slie 
Nayars and other S~d~a~ who tobk the Jaw into 
their own hands and used violence to those who in­
fringed long-sta.nding custom. and caste distipc. , 
tiona. Both the rival' factions took their st~nd 

upon the Queen's l?rQclal\llllrtioit of 180$8. As the 
. ,'I . I , 

Cuicntta Revieu;er on the bltl'eer of Sir.T. Ma.dhq.va. 

Rao wrote:-
"Oer·tain castes were. rill~~ricted t;o ce~n I 

3 
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modes of wearing their clothes; and deviations 
from the prescribed modes were jealonsly \Va,tclleo 

and opposed by other castes. The women of 
Shanitnars or toddy-drawers who ll.bound in South 

! Trava,ncore and fr~m a;:noug whom tho Pt'otestitnt 

Missionaries have fot the" last s(xty yea.rs reaped 
tho richest harvest, bad heen prevented from cover­
ing tht~ upper part of \,heir" person. Acting l1pon 
the adviee' of Col. Morrison, then Resident, .the 

Rani Regent had so far modified this resLriction f1S 

to permit tho welu'jng by Cbristian Shanar WOIM,D 

of the Kuppayam (8. sort of shirt). The rnuiufl,l 
jea.lou'.lie" between the Shanars and Sudras were 
dorma.nt for '.lome time, but tho Queen's Procll1mil.­
tioD of November 1858 on the R.l:!surxrption pf the 
direct Government of India, renoYI\ted th~se 
feelings. The Shanal'S imagined that it permitted 
them to infring<; 6"':isting rules: whHe the SUUfll,!,I 
equa.lIy considered it a.s sanctioning their taking 
the Jaw into their own hands to repress what they 
took as an aggression into their C/l.ste dom!tins. 
Seriou~ n.ffrf\Ys- ensued, and they were aggmvMed 
b tb . .~- . f tty f=\il'kn.t Y ,e gratul""JuiI mterference 0 pe .-
officia.ls whose genera.l standard of (!apu.city :t~d 
moral worth we ha.ve already alluded to, PublIc 
peace was imperilled" . 
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Serious brea.cbes of the peace occurred in the 
Taluqe of Vila.V!l.nkod, IWkul(l.n;l, Ag'astc8Wl1.raI11 
and l'o'Valam arHl the Sirka!:' WUo& forced to int.el'fore 
and legi;;late on the matter. ,The l'roQlam~tjon 
o£ 102\) clearly permitted the femuJe Shanar con· 
Ye~t£, to cover their 'tlosomer, with a jae.l-tet I1S 
decor:cy re(l11ired, hut strictly prohibited their, 
adoptdng high cn,ste c.:lstnme. But· the Shl\nars 

still persisted in settiug at ddiaoce the high C;1fI!ie 

Himlus and, nmde t;hem~1elves Odious to . them,. 
In thi'3 thr.y wereenCOut'aguct hy the misl'lionarieo 
who represented that eornplainh; ~aiust the Shanar 
~onvertf; to theB0sident were 'l?~rlia.l, unprincipled 
jlnd~orr\lpt: and peoplo outside Tr,tvanCOl-e wel'O 
n:nL(i0 to believe th::;,t the low easteS\ bere wei'(} heing 
persc;cuted iiY the higher caSl;(!$ and. by Govern­
Inent,. In Decerllher 18ijb, .the two oonlIJ.1ull'ir.ie~ 

had ~~i;sullled hO>!Lile positions fl;g3inst ea.cil othtlt 
anJ troubles of a sel'ious n!Lture broke Out. 'file 

Slldras openly a.tta.cked the 8hanac womt~n who 
da-red to ~~PP()a.J' in puhlic ill high C<l.;;te ~ofitume, 
ana the HhatlfH'S dn ly t'eta.lia-tou, 

Dev,'an)hu1a.vl1 How gra,ppld wit,h tho sitm.· 

tkm vvith hiE I5ll:1fa.dcr1s.th: ()ne(gy :md t.horough­

nUSd floltd iu thi:o, he was eOl'dia.lly aid!~d by l)Clputy 
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Peishka,r Slllmgo l\1 
d 

• ouny ellon, an offieer of consi-
erable experiel1ce 1 . 

.} " ,. anl capacIty then in eharge of 
t 10 ,::lou'hern D' . . ~ 

" IV1510n. The military were called 
out and H. larg·-. 8' T ,. . 
;.J . ,~ "IX1 Jary pOlice force was enter. 

ta..ueu. But ti' CI . , 
I" "8 .lflstlans 'wero not satisfied with 

the cu u ulOUS ~"llll . f I' . 
1 • . care,u actIOn the Dewan adopted 

a,llU tlJerofm'e vi, l 1 • T . . e.Vel 1l1:; proceedings 'with distrust, 
he n(~'va.n per-'O 11 ' 

• .' ' I:> na Y Inspected the disatIected 
parts of th·, . 

_ . e countl)' and unpressed on "Il the 
Jl!~Ce,;slty for impliciL ohed' . 
tIp Sc- - 0 lence to tho ft.lltllOl'lty df 

e , Lu,te antl conformity to tb .. ' ·t' 1, • - T 
ql t b' ,. e eAIR mg . ,".~, 0 

10·e i5 OWn 'Words: __ . 
"The Del,ut" po,; L1 • 

S- I _ j e.SuKar 1Il Gbal'l;tl oJ the 
uut,lern D\ vision t '\ . 
., 00 " tought it de8imhle that 

Some klnd of publi . 
b . . - . c \vil.l'mng was necessary. It is 

o VIOlls th~t as lon 1 h . 
i f g as t e Proclamation of 1829 is 
r. orce, the 8h . b . 
. h anars, oth HlOdll and Christian 

al e ound to c f. ' 
." On orIn to Its pt'ovisiong: that no 

scctlon ot the sub' . .. . 
1. .' ' jectf! can h,) perulItted to mfrmge 

a ,,1..\, fj,ffeebw! tJ:: " .' , -, -
tl h J" great rtlil.]Ol'llY of th() ptlople Oll 
, 10 grCl\;wl, tbat in th' .,." , 
I h . CU' CpinlOll, the law ought to 
)c e <tnged: that th, 1 .',' 
'0 tl " . J (. on, y Je~'If,!mJ:l,t;(' notll'SC Ollt~I14 
~I- icrD l:-'i tu ('qrd' , t, --' A. 

, ' ." .. :I!ll'(~ ,0 SlllJmii; Lo it and fOlmally 
,,0 ;\Pp'v to tllA S' k 
_ . ..: .• - ,~, J I' x,;: for a change with such fu.c:ts 
'ind .1.1gJ.l'lont", iL~ tl . , . ' 
.. 10) rUi1y have to l..1""e 11l theIr 
:aV(rLll" On these cq'.-':'l' , ". 

O.L>,c t)ratIO/j~ ld, plIbll'_! Wo.rnlllg 
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was given on tbe 27~h December la.st to tbe effect 
tbat existing rules and usages shonld be respected, 
tbat if any class of people desired a cha.nge, th~y 
should represent the case to IiheSirka.r and a.wait 
its decision; tha.t on the other hand, on no account 
should breaches of the peace be caused." 

This of course did not satielfy the missionarietl 
who considered the Dewan's action as a. proof of 
his 'gross and unco ncealed partiality' to the high~ 
caste Hindus. They then petitioned first the 
Maharajah, and then the Government of Madra.s, 
tocancel this and the previous proclamation and 
subfltitute a mare decidedly favourable and liberal 
one, 

By this time, Lord Harris had been succeeded 
by l3ir Charles Trevelyan, as Governor of Madras. 

His Excellency from the very moment he took up 
the subject seems to have been prejudiced anet 
wrote to the Resident in these strong termf! :-

"I have seldom met with a. case, in which not 

only truth and justice, but every feeling o£ our 
common humanity are so entirely au one side. 

The whole civilised world would cry shame upou 
us, if we did not make a firm stand on such tOn 
occasion. If any thing could make this line of 
conduct more incumbent on us, it would be the 
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extraordinary fact that persecutiol, of a singularly 
Fersonal and delicate kind is attempted to be justi­
fied by the Royal Proclamation, the special object 
of which was to assure to Her ~laje8ty's Indian 
subjects, liberty of thought and action, so long as 
they did not interfere with the just rights of others. 
I should fail in respect to Her Majesty if I 
a.ttempted to describe the feelings with wbich she 
must regard the use I\.gainst her own sex, of the 
promises of protection so graciously accorded by 
her. It will be your duty to impress these views 
on His Highness the Maha Rajah, and to point 
out to him tha.t such proh,ibitions as those conveyed 
in the Circular Order of May 1814 01' in the Pro­
clamation of the 3rd February 1829, are unsuited 
to the present a.ge and unworthy of an enligntened 
prince." 
.. This powerful minute ",as evidently written 
under the impression that the privilege of oovering 
the besom hBod been entirely deni~d to the Shanar 
convert females. Such however was not the ca.se· 
Tbe demands of decency had a.lready been met, 
but the dist:urbance arose from the a.ttempt of 
Shanar women, Hindu as well a.s convert, to as­
sume tbe costume of the women of the higher 
Cliostes. This became the inflammable material 
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connected "'ith;:rieligion, a.-n~, o~liItewhi~n$a.t'ly 
caus~ a. generlti )(lOnfi~t'atioP:' ill. 'tra~~n~~i:"",' The 
mischief ,', was h~weYer, a~~te4br ~b~ ~htfdl 
'a.ctio" promptl, ~kenby Dewa.tl :Ma4e.~i l.ow, the 
correctn~s 'of ""hichMtiOl\', wa.s:,l1j?~ •. by the 
MadrlLs GQverpm~t and 'by ~e, Sec~l1'of,8tl1.te 
m.~r ;: 'ob. Mada~Row8,e~i' 'up ~~wl1i ;9n; it 
ib FqbrUiry 1859,' inWhi(\hheg$;~t 'il'''':.:Kit~e;r a.nd 
(loMias • '~countof the orj~n, d~d"~i1b' and 
8uppq::ess»n of, tpe<ii.stUl'ba+1ces" 'n~ $~a the 
ca$e:,blebween~h~ riv~l faetiotls in libe faiteit ana 
tnO$~i diSp&asi~tl~~ terms. ,Thel. itSielfis 
eloql.ten~ be8id~siheh)g 'welg~4y an,d stt.testba.nUke, 
'and ~pl?eftrat$t~~ hilltntjen~f~o-da.y~ IDllliw,rpieoo 
of patient slO<J'Iil.iQ. thQliIght~d Judgment.' cont.a.in. 
inr, [lnexpe$it~onof!:!gene~l ~i.nis~a.~ye p~in­
ciples whicb1lelil, goOd~rt4l1lilme. '" E'9iei'y, line in 

- it hea;s the impress of $ ;tn~li!it.ermjnd. • And, in the 
light of the fa.ot ~bQ.t it ",a,8 !wtitten half a. century 

a.go by a young • a.nuukl'ttiai offi,ma.l ba.tely tbirty 
yeats 91d, in • df>fellce o£ c~toti:la a.nd oQnserva.tive 
illstitutionswhi~h o.rs&lvia.ys at ~ diiileoul\lt in a 
dem'ocratic .ge', and: hy 'tlie " liIideof 110 lXIOl'e: prosaic 
~hot~h po",erfu\' civili8atUob, wh.· 'cheap fame 
could be, earned by a, d.enunciationOl :a.nctentL&sages 
and: :,cheris~edprivilege. ,~ ordeto",lQi aatisfy a. 
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morbid craving for change a'Dd new forms, however 
opposed they may be to the genius of the nation or 
the needs of the times, the document may take 
rank among the first class state papers on record, 
and as such if produced here, will better elucida.te 
the subsequent events that led to Travancere being 
recognised as the Model Native State of India; but 

. space does not permit my doing it. 
In concluding his report after personal enquiry 

and investigation on the spot, Dewan 'Madava. Row 
wrote thus :-" l am happy to add that without 
the necessity of resorting to extreme measures 
having arisen,· tra~nqumit:y has been restored. I 
bave the pleasure to a.eknowledge here the zea.lous 

exertion of the Deputy Peibhl{ar Shungoony Menon 
on this occasion." .. ,HThough matters had o.ssumeq 
a. very. serious aspect, I am glad to be able t~ s~ata 
tbat the mischief alr.eadv done is far from' being 
. ..t • very considerable, No. loss of life or ,limb bas 
occ~rred any where l . The authority of tbe Sirka.r 
haVlrtg been vindica~e~,. it):llay perhaps be desirable 
to t~ke ~n early oppOrtunity tio consider what 
modIficatIOns should .bemade in the procla.ma~iol1 
0.£ 1004 so as to suit tbe· req~~r~ments of altered 
times ~nd circumstt.Qces apd ~tisfy a.U parties as 
far as It may be poslJikijeto do so,'·' 
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The '~haras Government QoservOO in their 

.M.inutes of Cons~ltatioll J.9.te~ l~th Ma.reh 1859, 
-" The (Dew~'s) Report appeats t,()Govel!nment ta 
be a j;empora.te and IairstatElment; and they hOll& 
tha.t no further disturbanceli\ or breaches of the 
peace need nOW be appreheoded."Tbey also· 
added :-" That Government will hope to learn at 
an early date, what f).rrangertlanthad been l~:uwe 
by the DewlI.n.The prinQiple oo.whi(.lhit shOUld 
proceed has already been laid down by Gov~rnment 
in the lasti pa.ra of Exlract Minutes of Consultl!.tioll 
27th Jan,nary 1859. General Cullen ·.wlll inform, 
Government what commuriication he bas held with. 
Ris Highness the Rajah In fri1'tberauoe' of the 
Illstructiouill theneonveyed tobim. The degree of 
interference which for ma.ny year~ pa~t has be€fl 
exercised by the representative. of the British 
Government in iJle Affa.irs of 1:ravancol'e is so 
large, and his intervention so general, that the 
credit or discredit of the admiuistl'lttion greatly 

rests with the British Government . and it has 
thereby taco me their duty to insi~tupon the 
observance of flo system of toleration, in a OIo're 
decided manner, than they would be at liberty to 
adopt, if they ha~ merely to bring their influencE' 
to beal:' on a.n independent stage." 
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The wbole correspondence huving been laid 
·before .His Highness the Maharajah, the Dewan 
again wr~te to th~ Hesident 011 tbe 17th May IHi)IJ 
thus ;-" The whole subject.ha~ bad careful con­
sideration. His Highness t:er~aliuly feels that the 
provisions of the proclamation of 1094 M. E .• on 
the subject of thedl"ess Qf the inferior cas&es 
require to be grsa,tly wodified.. His Highness nOW 

proposes to a.bolish all rules prohibiting· the cover­
ing the upper parts of t'Q6 perlilons ()f Shanar 
women alnd to grant tbemperfect liberty to roeet 

. therequ.irements ofdr;lcency any way they Ulay 
, neem proper, with the simple restriction that they 

do not imitate tbe same mode of dress tha.t apper­
tains to the higher caslies." ... " His Higness de3ireEl 
to observe. tha.t anxious as 110 is to l:1eet the wishes 
of Government tci.tbe utmoshof his power and. to 
give free scope for· the i'tllprovemet;t of.tbe llloral 
a.nd social condition ofilia subje().ts of aU ol~sses, 
His Higbhe~ would not have made /ilvetl this 

small resetv~1i)on, were it not for the fea.r.: that the 
Bl.jdden and tot~ti1l.bQHtit)n of a.1l.distinctious of 
dJ:Elss, whiob have '. froro;time hnrnemot'ill.l distin­
guished one caste from a.nothel', l!\ay produce mos~ 
undesirable impl'e9111joDs on tbe wind of the larger 
portion ofbia snbjeot$ .... nd c~use" their seriouS 

• 
disc.entent. Still, I am to' obtWrve'tl$t by the 
present concession, the demands 'or,'deaJnCY . have 
been. fully answered, witholltnood~ry ott$i':ldi~ 
the f~ing8 ' peculiar to the othell' eMt88~" ... "I" hi 
of course needless to re'fui.nd you of ,those nl&\ly 
eircumatance;;, which wou1d.b1ake the introductiOn ' 
ofdecisive reforaul, li!!lPe~ia.lly in mMt~ at cu. .. 
and religion, mnch more difti9ultilll 11ral'anc)c)r~ , . 
than iQ Her Ma.jesty's territories. '. Wbile therefore 
the .progress of eduQation among tbe peoplei .in 
genera.lmay be expeotedtopa.ve the way for muoh 
grea.ter changes, His Highness hopes that tb'e 
a:rrBtogeroent now proposed, tpe only One wbioH 
seems to he calcula.ted flo a.nswer'the object in view 
without the probability of disturhingthe peace of 
the country, would meet withyonrappt'ova;l a.nd 
that of the Madras Government. ' 

A Royal Proola.ma.tion wa.s accordingly issuoo 
00 the 26th July 1859 abolisbirlg a.ll rest1'lctioDsin 
the IDatter of the oovering of the upper parts Of 
tho Sbanar women a.nd gra.otingthem perfect 
liberty to meet the requirements of dooenct in' MlJ, 
wa.y they might deem proper with t"'est~~\, 
roserva.tion, however, tha.tthey shQlllld!lQ'/i' iln~taw 
the dres, of the· women of bigb cu~s.' .~ Seo~· 
tary of Sta.te for India approveaoi,thi".~ti.on· ~~, 



44 

the Travancore Sirhr in his despltt,ch to the 
Madras Government, dated 19th August 1859, 
thus :-" It is unnecessary to recapitulate tho cil;­
cum stances attending the outbroak occasioned by 
the assumption on the part of cerliain ShaLaI' 
women of the .garmentknowrt"4'1I.s the. "Upper 
Cloth", Public tranquillity basnowbeen restored 

and it is hoped that the measures adopted by the 
Travancore Sta.te will prevent the recurrence of 
these painful disputes \Lod emba1."assing disturban­
ces." "From the enclosute~ to your letter of the 
7th Ju~e, i learn that the Ra,jah proposes to 
abo,~. i~i8Jn fules· prohibiting the covering of the 
u~~f parts of the persons of Shanar women and ~ 
grant them perfect liberty to meet the req1Jirements 
of decency in any wa,y they m\loy deem proper with 
the <:imple restriction that they do not imitate the 
same mode of dress that appertains to the higher 
castes, With thisconeession, thoughih fails short 
of what you originally oontell1platod, you doom it 
expedient, under .the . eix:cumstance$ stated, to be 
sa.tisfied, anu 1 am of opinion tbat you. ate right in 
a.i,lcepting the proposed eonC!ession a.nd ea.rnestly 
hope that it will have tbe desired effec~." 

General Cullen who had been Resident ~t the 
Court of Trava.ncor~ for over. tweti~y; yaM'S retired 

", 

• 
in uhl> early pa.rtoi 1860. grea.tly to the regret of 
thewhole oountry." To His Bighnesa, Geneml 
Cullen W,,"g the ki!1dest of fr~et:ds, to the offiQia.ls he 
WitS a. henevolent patron, !loud to the inha.bita.ntli he 

. was an affoctiona.te. and juii,icious protector." He 
'Wro~ a warm eulogiUQl< on the Dewa.n as well a,s... 

- on the Native Government just before his rei4"e-
~ellt (31st. Deoember 1859):,..--" I oannot allow my 
rGilidenee at the Court of His HigneslI the Ra.jah of 
Travancore tiQ close without. expressing to yourself 
a.nd to an tbe high officers of Government in its. 
B6ve;'ll.1 bt"anchca the sense I entertain of their 
va.luable sel'vices," "Yourself originally select.ad 
fOl' yom conspicuous talents ~nd &Cquirements £Qf" 

the confidential post of 'rutor to the young princes 
0{ His Higness the Raja.h'lilhl.mily, you have since 
gt"adually fl>ttained to tbe very high and important 
:>ffice of Dewan, a promotion jnstified by yom" pre­
vious services in the subordina.te grades and the 
cbaracter which you have uniformly continued to 

maintain for high principles and ability, I have no 
doubt that your aumiuistriltiou which is alr'?ady 
affording indications of suba~antia.l improvements, 
will be ultimately attended with tho most satis­
factory results. Ardently desiring the increasing 
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properity of this beautiful country and the leng­
thened rule of its present enlightened and benevo­

lent sovereign I ha.ve the hOllor &c." 
General Cullen retired from the Resjdency and 

died at Alleppy in 1862. His long residence in 
Ipdia had unfitted him to r .. turn to the old oountry. 
'He was succeeded by Mr. F. N. Maltby who was a. 
very capable officer, and we gave 0. whole· hearted 
support to Dewan Madava Row. The late Maba.­
rajah described Mr. F. N. Ma.ltby in the Calcutta 
Review, (October 1872) thus :-hThe new.year 
brought with it a new Resident. The Madras 
Presidency affords littJe or no field for the develop­
ment or diplomatic talents; and its services both 
civil and milita.ry ha.ve seldom been llodorn$d by 
men of distinction in this line. But tbis generaf 
void only made Mr. Fra.ncle Maltby shine a.U t~~ 
more. He was every wa.y fit to reptesent the 
British Government in a Native Court. "His grea.t 
official eltperienoe, bis eminent talents, his e'lcellent 

literary powers, his warm and generol1. beaorli, bis 
buman sympathies, his keen sense of hUlllour" his 
love of truth and justice. his abaor;enoe of a.ll tb .. t 
was mean and morally sinuous and his polished and 
pursuasive manneri.!, formed a happy combinatio~ 
rarely seen. A deep a.nd self.humiliating, but: 

':, ~ " .! ',' .' :',", • 

unobtrusive;~l~t~,,'~n~J4~~~~~ ',,~i~j:~.' 
of',bi1il moral f:~~~"i" \ '~~,~~~: i)15\ 
noble mien, h~8! ~i1iiU~i~~l'd'~~a'~i 'ii,' ,~i~" 
vveU-we~betl~d'~f.~o",i~g~~Ji\':~"a:t~a':~,"p 
base ,.oms, w~ ~ltt~,~\'h,l~~ ilij~~e17v4~.r 
thedignit'Y Il.~d (>.ttecGohllte'i~b9,~e cb~b~~~lilf~a&!i:J·, 
op bitn Sir C.rlesl.I1teve~YllliJ.'t\ ,elioic~ Wotthn~'f61t;,n \ \ 
.; , Ibtheil.',~~t~dendea.vo\lr~lib~Y,.'Y~",~pport~'i, 
ed by l>ri~~iiWi~a.g~m 'Xhirutlal ,W~'i, ~~ed,to ' ~': 
them an~l~!t~~\IIera.nd friendlycdtt,'e,": 'll'b~eil1'e~.", 
to arpEilllr il!j:' alU;1~t ov:ery i!'lsue~ the lmuGm. 
State~an,then editledby John~'~.efforton ()f· 
Madr~~; stirri.ng l~tters ,ntiUIl(:t·· ';Topies·, for 
Mr. F; N. Mn.Itby'~'undeTthe n~m~ll8'~plume,of • 
Brutus. These letters crea.ted a. ~erts~i()n a.1I*& 
time end were J;tla.dly w'elco:roed: by the'Resident 
himself. 

A New MaharaJa. 
Maharajab Ml1rthanda. Va.rllla did in 1860. 

It was to this Maha.raja.h that Mr. Madava, Row 
owed his appointment 80S Dewan and, Mad/i.vU. Row 
wae therefore deeply gratllful to the Ma.harajah. 
His earnestness, b8ondour, kindness ILIl\:1 nn.turl~l 
generosity of hea.rt endeared Ilis Higbness to aU. 

He was succeeded by his nephew the pElnuttitnllrte 
Ma.barajah (Ayilliam Thiruna.l) the seniC)r of hS, 
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two royal pupils. And during the ten years that 
followed. Sir Madava Row virtually ruled the 
State in His Highness name. 

In his installation speech the ~fa.har.ajab 
observed :-

"It is gratifying that I have at the very 
outset of my career the opportunity to carry out 
several measures for the good of the country which 
have been already initiated in the time of my late­
lamented uncle. I may instance the proposed 
abolibion of the pepper monopoly and the substitu­
tion of an export duty. I m%y also instance the 
extension of public works and more especially. the 
Victoria Marthanda Varma canal. These and such 
other measures as the country required will steadily 
occupy my best attention and will be prosecuted to 
the utmost extent that our resources will permit. 

.•• And I am quite sure that there is no 
better way for Native Princes of India of gaining 
the approbation of the great Queen who holds 
benevolent away over these extensive realms than 
by ensuring to their rospectivo subjects the advan­
tages of a peaceful, just and benevolent administra-
tion." 

The year 1H60, the first of His Higness' roign 
was one of the most unfavourable on record as 
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regards the condition of the people a.ud fimmcs of 
the country. "The la.nd r&VenJle of bhe State fell 
by more than two la.kbs of Rupees, owing to the 
large remissions which beca.me imperative. In 
concluding his report for the year th& Dewan ob,. 
served :-" I have thus briedy compared the finan, 
cial results of a siogula.rly adverse, with those of III 
prosperous, year, of course the gap is the more 
strikingly visible. I venture to think that "there is 
a.mple cause to congratulate this State that it felt 
no financial embarrassment even under such adYerse 
combination of circumstances and that it wa.s able. 
while materia.lly sacrificing revenue for the benefit 
of the SUbjects, to afford substantial relief to the 
distressed who crowded in thousa.nds, to allot the 
unprecedentedly large sum of Rs. 2,28,000 to public 
works and even to liquidate a good ponion of the 
former years' Public debt and still to hand over a 
satisfactory ba.la.nce for the expenses of the ned 
year." 

Financial reform •. 

If in the cdurse of this sketch only slight, very 
lilight reference is mooe to Sir Madava. Bow's offi­
cial reports and State papers on the land reveD~. 

4 
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the monopolies, customs duties, the Excise and 
other taxes, it is because those papers are so volu­
minous and form so ma,ny essays on questions of 
Political Economy, trade, and taxation worthy of 
sareful study and research by the students of 
Adam Smith, Rioardo, J. S. Mill, Bentham, Faw­
cett, Cairnes, Jevona, Sidgwick, Marsha.ll, Thorold, 
Rogers, Keyness and Nicholson. The present 
writer ha.s himself closely followed Sir Madava 
Row's studies of those subjects and has carefully 
perused his .o1;Iicial pa.pers from time to time with 

admirll.tion a.nd l)rofi,t. 
The a.bolitio:p of the toba.cco monopoly. was .a. 

stroke of statesmenshiprefiecting the highest credit 
on Dewan Mada.va. Row. It entailed a some",vba.G 
large' fisca.l sacrifice at tbe time, But subsequent 
history showed the absolllte cotrectness of the 
reform. We find that while in 1856 to 5'1 the last 
yea.t of Krishna. Row's adtoinistration when the 
monopoly w!l.a in fuU swing, three thousand f~ur 
hundred, andeiXt1 Ka.ndieswere ioldwblOh 
brought in & oet tl!l~e~lIlof Rs. 8,48.978, in lt~58 to 
69 the import duty on fU56 Ke.ndies· brt)Ugbt in a 
revenue of Rs. 6,86,684.. •• Thu","hilill a. world of 
the most heil)ous crimes WIIrS made De IOnBer 

possible. while their atill worse demoraJising 



Miscellaneous ImproYements. 

Sir Madhava Rao introduced several import. 
ant judicial reforms. In 1861 the Siroar Anchal 
(postal service) was thrown open to the public and 
arra~gement$ were made for the conveya.nce of 
private letters .at rates framed on the British India.n 
model. The Dewan also turned bis attention to the 
generalsystein of taxation' prevalenL in the country. 
Several important· measures were adopted in 1040 
M. E. (1864 - 1865 A. D.) all more or less bearing 
on land or. the revenue derived from land. Long­
standing ~rrears of land tax which hung Jltlavily 
on the ryots and. afforded considerable scope for 
oppression on the part of petty offioials were remib­
too up to a. definite period, (1030 M. E.) as &lso 
arrears 'of . tax due on newly-reclaimed land up t.o 
103.5 M. R A numher of minor taxes, upwa.rds of 
100, which used ito be source of vexation .and : . \ . 
~rubarrassment;. were ~9olished. The. export ;:and 
Import duties w~re laig~l" cut down "'od i~i one 
heavily taxed di.strict. (Nanjanad) the la.nd' tat 
was [1,180 reduc~d. A notification was i$8ued. 
prescribing a cert~in maximum rate of tax::' ao.d 
ordering that all' existing taxation in tbeNa.aj" 
nad in excess ()£ that rna:lCirnum ratEl should be' 
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reduced at once to that sta. ... da.-.:1 B • . . ~ . ~~. . ut the most 
Important measure carried out in th:nt; . . ... year Was the 
enfranchIsement of Sirc.ar Pattom '--d d 

• • l.IW S lion the 
removal of the unoerta.lntles atta.ched to tto 
tenure, by the notjfication in June 1865 d~~~a.ri: 
that all pattorn lands should be private heri~91: 
and saleable 'property thus placingtihem on the 

same footing as the Ryotwari lands of the Madras 
Presidency. This was followed by a.nother benefi. 
ceni notification under date 8th Yay IS67 ensuring 
fixity of tenure and unre!lticted continuity of enjoy. 
ment of his holding to the agricultural ryot. • 

The reorganization of the highest court in the 
land, the improvement in tbe system of regis'ra.tiou 
of the deeds, the establishment of a, college for 
Higher English education, the sprea.d of Vernacular 
education by the opening of schools for boys and 
girls all over the country, the opening of Hospitals, 
I.Junatic Asylums, the arrangements made for the 
popularisation of vaccination, the organization of 
of the Public Works Department are aU so many 
beacon.lights tha.t mark his career in Trava.ncore. 

The title of Maha. Rajah was conferred on His 
Highness in 1866 in l'ec:>gnition of his excellent 
administration of Travancore. 



His Logal a.cumen. 

Though a layman all his Hfe, so far [-1.8 leg"l 
'lue3tjo;-;~ were concerned, he bttd just enough 

kn(lwlodgi~~ of law which a.n admiuistl'~,tor roquired, 
Mld that a,dded to his na.tural legB,] acumen enabled 
him ~o ileal with points of law w!.th eOllSllmmate 
a.hility and tact. One such case brought out tbi& 

q1.1ll.lity of Si.r Madhl1va Rao's to prominent notioe. 

I It bacl boen declared by tbe Government of jndia 
>Jo eal'iy BoB 1837 that" Europe;ws resiciing in te.l;ri. 
tOl'ies of Native States not being servants of the 
Brilii~h Government, wp.>re in all r.ases civil or eri­
mina.l, slJ.bject t.o the law of the country in wuich 
they l'eE\id~Y UI.t the question as to the liahility 

of European British Subjects had long remu.ine.d 
UDllett.Jed, It came t~ for diSCltssiotl ill 1866 iu 
conne(ltioll with the trial of John Liddel, Commer­
ciuJ Agctlt a.t I\HoI'PIOY who stood charged with 
!:ii!!,'ving elubezilled. a large aum or Sircar money. 

The TrfvVMJCOre Government tried him by n. special 

commission which iOUDd hiro ~uilty and s'.:mten.)orl 
l1iro to two yoars' imprisonment. The trial waH 
docltl.red hy the Madras Government.~s illegal and. 
[1,8 cOl.ltrary to the provisions of the Proolamatioo 
of the Government of India dawd 10th J !loll.nary 

• 
1867 i~suedtinder;. ~d in oOritit'tni_r Wiit)128.ViQ~ 
015 with the resulHh~t Liaael'.i~e"a.~< ..... , 
was or~red. Th~ Governmel1" ~.triitOider· 
00 the opinion of the Advrocllo~~Ge.o&~'W~:~ 
that the effect of the Statute $ond l?~ocl$l~t.io."w8i1t 
to put an end to the juriadiction oi,;'ijl~i'bt.1lttilD4»r8·. 

Courts over British. subje~ts ana, t~&. ~~ej,~~~\ . 
tion hithe~ eX6tClsed dld not IL~~ fiA) Ir~" .. ~" 
lLny treaty but to ha.ve been ceded"&y.cJ~~l\t:~> 
comity. Dew~n Ma.dhava. Ra.o s&w lb.: $l.;i~.t:. 
tha.t the Advoc$ote·Genera.l's opinipn' WU' 1iI:I\-'\. 
a.blea.nd felt con1ident that he oould bring /IIltotit: 
a. modifica.tion of the Government'snew opthe 
point. But he moved in ·tha.t. mBotter ~ith ch.rlliC~ . 
teristic ca.ution. Be promisedoompliance 110. the· 
wishes of the Madra.s Government· bothefore BoO­
oopting their view.lt.s· fina.l on the important ques­
tion of jurisdictiOn over Europee.IiBritish Subjects 
he wrote to the ~ent requeeting him .to .1ay 
before the MackasiGov:ern.ment "cer\a.in c9unter 
oonsidelll,tion and a.rguments on the genera.l quae­
tiona a.t issue which ma.y pot;aibly lel¥,l'to &, mQdi6~ 
cation of their views on lIhe subjeot. ..t~80 _i~ Of 
very a.ble letters he had completely r~ lIhe,'OIl'" 
nion of the Advi>oote Gener," apd):t~ ~.JiOQ 
arrived at by tb:e Madru GoTer~d~l~ tJlle'''' 
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of that opinion. His argumente rest mainly on the 
following four grQ.unds :- '.' 

-(1) The jurisdiction in question is an in­
herent right of sovereignty; 

(2) The Travanoore State being one ruled 
, by its own Ruler possessas that right; 

(3) It has not been shown on behalf 1)£ 
the British Government that the Travancore Sta.te 
ever ceded this right beoause it was never ceded; 

and (4) The Governor-General's Notification 
did Dot deprive Travancore of this right, but only 
distributed what right the Britis4 Government had 
already possessed. 

His suooessful fight for trying 
European British subjeots. 

Sir Mada.va Row sought and obtained the legal 
opinion,of that eminent lawyer Mr. John D. lilayne 
then practising at Madras, who completely demo­
lished the Advocate General's view and supported 
those of Sir Madava Row. As to the effect of the 
Proclamation Mr. Ma.yne observed :-" It cannot of 
course go beyond the powers given by the Statute; 
the Statute though binding on a.ll British Subjects, 
has of course no force against the Sovereign of 
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Tra.vancore or its servant's who were not subject to 
the authorites of .the British !larlia01en.t~.· :Elven if 
the Statute purported in express terms to ta.ke 
I)Wo.y !L jurisdiotion previously 8¥ercised' by the 
Courts of Travancore, it wonld be aim!>ly' inopera­
tive a.gainst them. Pl\rliament is as incapable of 
taking a.way the powers of a Court in'rravanoore 
a,s it is of dea.ling3 with the Courts of Franoe.. But 
I agree with Sir Ma.ds,va Row that neither the 
Sta.tute not the Procla.mation oontemplates, any in­
terferenoe of tbe sort," 

The Advoca.te General then retracted from his 
origina.l view of the question. "On further con­
sideration', said he, "and with the anvantage of 
weighing· a.ll that has been urged by the President 
and members, the Dewan and my learned friend 
Mr. Mayne, I have come to the cQnclusion that tHe 
tria.l of l.iddel by the Tra.v.a.ncore Government is 
legal and thetefore he ought to be left to undergo 
the remainder of his sentence." In accordstDce 
with this opinion, the Madras Government ca.nceU~ 
ed their former ojder on the subject and decided 
tbat jurisdiotionover European British Subjeots, 
did vest in the Courts of the Maha Rajah of 
'!'ra Vancore. 
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Lord Napier'. praises, 

In March 1866 tbe Governor of Madras inti­
~ted to His Highness the Maha Rajah that 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria has been graciously 
pleased to confer on him the dignity of G. C. S. 1., 
and in January 1867 the Maha Rajah proceeded to 
Madras to receive the Insignia from the Governor. 
011 the same day Dewa.n Madhava Rao was pre­
sonted with the Inaignia of the K. C. S. I., and 
Lord Napier addressed Sir Madhava Roo thus:-

" The Government and the people of Madras 
a.re happy to welcome you back to a place where 
you laid the foundation of those distinguished 
qualities which bave become conspicuous and use­
ful on another soene The mark of Royal favour 
which you have t.\lis day received will prove to yoU 
that the attention a.nd generosity of our Gracious 
Sovereign are not circumscribed to. the circle of 
her immediate dependants, but that Her Majesty 
regards the faithful sen'ices rendered to the Princes 
and Peoplo of .India heyund the boundaries of 
our direct administra.tion as rendered indirectly to 
berself a.nd to her representative in this Empire. 
Continue to serve the Maha Raja.h industriously 
and wisely, redecting thl') intelligence and virtues 

. of Iiia Highpell~; :~rr.itb£uU~to h~s , pOO~lf.l'. 'Whe 
mi!-lsion in wbiehyoll !lore' erigag~dhu.g n\lor~ than' 
a. local a.nd traDsitol-y sigojficauoU.&m&th4~r th" 
tbe spectaolo of a good IndiauMlni$tE!l' Sfjrving 
a good Indirllll Sov&l'cigo iSOf\ff which In:a.y: have 
P. lasting influence on the policy of EngiaiM Bud ~. 
tht;l future of ;Native Govern1llent.~'. 

,The next interesting ",vent wa.s ~M vi6i~to 
TriVftndrunl of LQrd and Lady Napier in Eebrtiail'Y 
1868, They visited ~he several In~tiltutiohsfQ 

the capital and were extremely satisfied wi~h th~ 
manuel' in wbichthey were managed. 

tladb.a.va. Itow oalled· 
P.l'iclu of T ..... vanool'e. 

By. his ~igourous and.e1ficient administration 
of the State~ Sir Madllava.:Rao had now raised it 
to the uniqtiellil1dproUd position of the" Mod$l 
Native Sta.t~ "~f India. In the eloquent; words 
of the. lll.to, Maha.Ra.jab," what Pericles . did for 
Athens, wluj,t Cl'omw~U did for Engla.nd, th .. ,. '. 
Madhava Raodid tor Tra,vancore". . .. :' . 

The times' too 'Were fa.vourable forbillgl'e~t II • 

success and reputa.tion. His grea.t. a.bm~iil'S. ~ \ j 
a.ccompaniectby a we good fortune, fo~. j'!iiil,.~~ ~~. : " 

. ',: i :' ;!' ~ " . 
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time that he came to power, all over India and 
England a great upheaval of national prosperity 
extended to Tl'av<),ncore /1);;;0, C1!"pecially since tllll 

abolition of predial slavery in 1855. With this act 
of bumanity and civilisation set in a new tide of 

good fortune for Tl'avancore. A great intiux of 
civili sing ideas and malieria,l comforts s{lon follow­
ed. ' Several favourable circumstances tended to it. 
A remarkable minister of ability and imaginabi.on 
and gifted with tho true instincts of a born !:lt~ttes' 

man, came in the person of Rajah Sir T. Madava 
Row, who kuew bow to guide the ship oi State 
safely and wisely through perilous shon.}s and 
troubled waters. A kind-hearted and humane 
Sovcrei-gn was Ayillian 'l'imnal on the tbron(~, 

proud of soul, but sweet in temper and genial in 
manner, courteous, cultured, and refined, remark­
ably intelligent, who though patrician by instinct 
and conservative .by nature was himself imbued 
with liberal ideas and a genuine desire for enligh­
tened forms of Government, and therefore willingly 
belped to do what promoted the lasting welfMill of 
his people, for he was "a king" as the poet said, 
"who loves the law, respects his bounds and 
reigns content within them." In the person of 
Mr. F. N. Maltby was an ideal British Resident, 
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most aGcomplished, 8ymp~thetlc a.nd talented ~ho 
knew the art of diploma.cy enough to make hlsin­
fiuence felt as a political officer in phe native com-t, 
for t~e g~d of the State and its people, without 
maklllg bimself persona.lly odious or the SUzerainty 
of the ~aramount power he represented, galling to 
t~~ natIve ruler. In Mr.. Sadasiva Pillai the pre­
sldmg Judge of the Travancore High Court, and 
one of that 'nohle bl1na cf brothers,' known aa the 
High School Proficients, the people found' a saint 
and jurist combined, a gentleman of the higbest 
~ntegrity and the most. spotless character, as calm 
as he was strong, as conscientious a.s he was learn­
ed, a.nd one who dispensed justice between man 
and man in the fear of God, but in the fear or 
favour of no man. He praotically illustrated in his 
o~n life the noble Roman maxim which he often 
quuted,. " Let justice be done though t.he Heavens 
may fall." And last but not least was the far­
famed heir-apparent to the throne, Vishakam Tiru-
naZ, a Prince of delica.te build but iron will of 
austere cha.racter, spartan simplicity, of uncom~6n 

,natural abilities and ma.rvellous industry, of grea' 
attainments and rare scholarship,' who from his 
closet issued forth pamphlets and papers, thel'ellluU 
of much study and nature thought which 'Wen,t. fio 
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support and strengthen thecauae of his Royal 
brother's good Government and progress of the 
State, of which he was" the king·to-be." Sucha. 
conjunction of favourable planets did not occur in 

recent times, and they combined to give so great 
a.n impetus liO the na.tional advance that the time 
they shone together in the Travancore firmatncnt 
may he truly designated the Augusta.u era of Tra­

vanoore History. 

Retires ,~~m Travancore SerYice. 

In spite of his great successes, good intentions 
and good work, he waS not able to retain the eonp, 
denoe of the Maha Rajah to the last. His Higb­
ness' mind was poisoned a.gainst him by IL number 
of ciroumstances. Misunderstandings soon Il.r~· 
between him a.nd his Royal Master. Severa.l dl~, 
oulties cropp~ up, some of whioh at ~ny r~te w~.~ 
of his own making, with the result that he beca~; 
personally, obnoxious to the Sovereign a.nd .bad 
tllerefore to take leave from Fe~ruo.ry to May 1879". 
when he retired. The Maba. Rajah reoognised hiEl. 
good service and granted him a handsome pen"iob 
of Re. 1000 per' mensem .whiehbe enjoyed' (()r' 
19 yea.rs. When he left Tra.va.ncore hie idea 'IV,. 

83 j~ .. {-": 
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to sta.y at· I!ftdras in pe~ ~~d·~~t fOrth/;! l!emain-
ing'\1years .of bis lifa.But~b.is,,!MI.· not to be, 
&8 two other of the Native Statfll$ w~rede8Uned to 
benetit by ,bis talents. 

.. CaUed The Targot oflndi ... 

On then~ws of Bir MudMo. Ro~'s compull'lory 
retirement <"l.t the eltrly ago of 4fi re9.ching l<~nI41al1a, 
the late Sir lIeofyB'awcett. M. P. lloske(l the Secre­
tary of StaL.~ fQl' Ind~a, jf the Itulio.n (~ovel·blnent. 
cou~1 not find a pla.ce tor a mu.u of. such brilliant, 
a.bilities. In the course of a S"veech in Lh~ Home 
oi' Cm:rnnops he <;laid :---"Sir !Yhi'l&v!l Row a,ilminii>­
t(t['e(l Tmv1~noore with so mnch shlll t<.s jm:ltly toO 
entit16hi.n~ to be considered tbp Turgat of India • 
...... ......... .... ~ ............. ,,~fiefouna. TraVu,ucoxb 
Vi' hen ho '.'<i.'ll t i,h~l'o in .1849. iIdhe lowest st,f.\,gf: .)f 
degradation. . lIe hILS lef·t it a M oclal Sh~te. This 
is the kind of rna» for wbom we have DO opening 
at lI< time wben (lur J'esources are declared \;,0 be 
elastic and when if the opium' revenue ff~ned U~. 
we shOUld hOt know Whel'() totUl1l kIf the 1l.ID01.1Ut 

l'equirc:1. " 



64 

Became Dewa.n of Indore. 

,J ust at this time tho Maha Rajah Holh! 
of Indore requested the Government of India. W 

recommend a competent officer to administer bis 

State, The offer was at ouce mMe to Sir Madava 

Row who accepted it and :1,ssumed effic!} in 1873. 

Be remained there as Dewa.n for a. little over two 

yearn only. After tl1u,b l:'tJlioJ. Le received thi,; 

letter frOIU His Highness the 1'I1aha Rajah :--

" My dear Sir r.1adava Row, 

" The recurrence of the Dussemh reminds me 
that it is Tl:)W very nCltrlv two years. !;inctl yOU 

ent",,,!:,,,) my service, During ttis period 1 have 

hu.d :.1.101-'16 pl'oof of 'your high cua.raoter, ability, zeg,! 

i1ml jo,Jgmollt. You La'." performed your varied 

fmrl txduotls duties to Uly entire satiafll.ction, and 
the public in general will admit tlh"!; you havo fully 
ju,;titiod. my selection of yon for the r.esponsible 

Offir:.e of my Minister. Tho period of your QOrlnec-' 
tion with the aciministratiu:l o{ this Shate has cer­

tainly been fruitfUl of flllvnrn,l heneficial changes. 

:1,uil T havo DO l10ubt you will oxert yoursf\lf ir., tilt: 

mtelC>;t, or thi~ CcvenJl!!enj, 80 a,s wn,toriallJ GO !\dd 
1J(.i y·r!u~· f(jl'"(.c.~:;· fe}/ut,t\:t;nu. 

~ { Yul! yout:::;clf limltt:d yO~H' eng3€ern.mt r,"l.;.th 

• "!t"'1 

" ,l)1eliO tb,ee, y_eGli.bieb,~,W' .. ~" 
ela.psed. 1 hop.thM, -.a~a.'Will_ 

, be deprived of 'the bend_ of f-~ .. ,,~. 
M youOODt.empla.tled." " , ',' "I,' ,:,>,\~~,'", i ., 

, "My main o~la 'Wrilliag 80,_ tiri ..., ~,' 
tha.t it will t).";e m. grea. pl~.' if you. '"win ~ , 
to prolong your atay here at lMat on,y_~ loapr' 
on the terms a.lready mutually sderMood,.." 

Called Bl .... h.M. 

But just at this ~me Mulba.rl Row,Ga.ekwa.r 
of Ba.roda. waa deposed for lllalo.dniJ;lil'f;ration, a:nd 

the ,Government of India. requested Ma.hamlah 
Holkar to spa.re Sir. 'Madban Bow's services for 
restorin~ order in Baroda.. The request was, of 

oour~ complied witb. and Sir. Madhava. Row was 
&ppointed Diw&n-Regent of Baroda.. 

IndoN'. Parewell. 

Before ,le .. ving Indore Mel in apprecia.tion of 
" his ",Oll& thel'e, i;be people of Indo~e presented aho 

with the following address :- ' , . 
Sir -" We the members of His Higpn888 the :r , " 

Maha.rajah Holkar's service, a.nd Hie Higlan-,' 
15 



66 

subjects. beg to express our heart· felt congratula­
tions upon your elevation to the post of Prime 
Minister at Baroda; but, at the same time, we 
cannot conceal from you our deep regret at the 
severance of your connection with this State. 

"Your reputation at Travancore was, no 
deubt, sufficient to bring .you to the prominent 
notice of f111 Princes and politicians; yet no one 
will deny tbat His Highnsss the i\hha.rajah Holkar 
showed uncommon discretion and strength of judg· 
ment in spontaneously inviting you to assist him 
in his administrative reforms from such It grea.t 
distance as Madras; and your administration dur­

ing the last 2~ years has given ample proofs of the 
excellence of His Highness' selection. 

"Your amiable and kind disposition. and the 
unif0rm courtesy which you always shewed to all 
with whom you came in contact have endeared you. 
to everyone of us. 

H As might na.turally be expected in officia.l 
routine, you had often times to deal with contlict­
ing interests and inveterate prejudices; yet in all 
such cases the singular tact with which you dealt 
with them never failed to extra.ct admiration and 
applause from persons of even the most opposite 
... iews. 
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• "Your liberality of sentiment:a.~d comtlli:tol'~ 
ma.nner always pointed youOUhsthe: Pl'r8Qn b$st., 
fitted to administer a Native Sli!I.teand it is' bll4i" 
due to you to say that Ullder 'Your iea.dership the 
members of His Highness' se"ir~e! alwa.Ys ~., 
an active interest in promoting your policy of use­
ful reforrbs,and exerted their' best to ensUre the 
success of yout measures. 

e. This complete orga.nisatrio~ of the several 
departments of State under your auspices, a.nd the 
consequent division of work; ha.ve faciHtated the 
tImely ~nd regular disposal of bpsiness, a.nd intro-' 
duced 10 all branches .Qf 'tbe GOvernment tlcrviee 
greater. usefulness and efficiency.'; 

"Every department.. of· Government public 
hea.lth, justice, public works, police, educa.tion and 
revenue, all ha ve felt the influence of your master 
mind and, without going in~ deta.ils, we might 
weil say, to those who. may be sceptical on tha.t 
point, 8.iJ was said/of P,itt, 

,. Si mouurnentim quaeris circumspice." 
"In conclusion, we beg to' say in the nobloe 

words which that distinguished statesman, Lord 

Elphinstone, ha.d most appropriately addressed to 
yourself on a former occasion, that we" trust you 
well live long to achieve great successes and to~ 

:' 
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confer great benefits upon the oountry you are call. 
ed upon to administer', and with a.n earnest hope 
that the high reputation which you have already 
gained will be still further increased, we beg to 
remain. &c. 

Dewan - Regent of Baroda~ 

From Indore, he was appointed by the Govern­
ment of India as Minister and Dewan-Regentaf 
Baroda. His achievements there during a period 

'of seven years even surpassed those in Travancore 
during fourteen years, for there he had to grapple 
with bigger interests and mighter difficulties. as 
Baroda was in greater oonfusion and ohaos than 
Tra~ancore ever was a hundred years ago. 

The condition of Baroda in 1875 was thus des­
cribed :--" It was a phantasmagoria of rapine and 
trea.chery, a confusing dream of intrigue and blood­
shed, where reckless aspirants of ephemeral power 
were (ontinually e~gaged in internecine contests, 
unredeemed by any ennobling prin~iple, and usual­
ly to all appearance, motiveless; except so far 11.& 

motives are supplied by lust of plunder and veno.l· 
self-aggrandisement. It required an iron hand and an , 
iron will to restore order in the midst of this 

• 

ClonfU$ion. The ilion .wi.U Walil Sir Madava ::ac.rrs 
and the iron ha.nd, ~~ 3f Sir Philip ~. 
Melville, Resident." '. .,.... '. . )" . 

I' .~ , . ~ ,', r " ~ 1!,:~ I 

What Sir Ma.davlL Row did in!te y~ ~t~is. . . 
rule, he thus describes ia the :Baroda. Admia"~ 
tion Report for 1879 - 1880:-

.. Tliis is the fifth report of the ~ministr"tion .. I .. 

which has replaced that of Yulhar ~w G:lMk •• 
. and evidently wha.t may, perhaps, 'Qe tertned. ~he 
exceptional period is fast pa.ssinjil away. ~ 
_ annual official narratives of administmtive work·-
must, therefore, inavitably deolille in genera.1 . in-
terest and rapidly approach the form and brevi,>, 

'which best suit settled territories. 
2. "It may not be out of place to reca.ll bete 

the programme which I laid down in my. first 
Administration Report. It was as. follows :-

(a) To maintain public order a.nd t~nqu.i­
lity with firmness Ilond-moderation. 

(b) To redress thea.ocnmmulo.ted complaints 
arising out of past maladministra.tion, whether of 
the Sirdars, baRkers, ryots, or others. 

(0) To establish 110 proper a.nd sutliciflnt 
JDa.ehinery for the difPODsation of justice in:botb 
its branches. . i., 

,"! • 
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(d) To provide a Police commensurate' with 
the extent of the country and with the density and 
chara~ter of the population. 

(e) To provide for the execution of necessary 
or useful public works. . 

(f) To promote popular education. 
(g) To provide suitable medical agencies for 

the benefit of the people. 

(h) To reduce the burden of taxation where 
it is excessive, to readjust taxes where they require 
to be re-adjusted, and to abolish such taxes as are 
totally objectionable. 

(i) To enforce economy in expenditttore, to 
restrain waste, to reduce extravagance, and to pre­
vent losses arising from corruption and ma.lversa­
tion. And pre'eminently to keep tbe expenditure 
faIrly below the receipts, so that a surplus ma.y 
beoollOle available as Ii. provision for adverse seasons, 
and available also for furtber administt'a.tive im­
provements. 

(j) To generally strengthen the executive 
establishments, so that Government may pel'vade 
and be co-extensive with the country and popula­
tion, and may make itself felt throughout these 
dominions. 

·\. ! 
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3. .. I may venture to say that in the course 
of the past five years much has been done in furl-
filment of the foregoing programme, though not a. 
little yet remains to be done, especially by way of 
elaborating minor details in the various brancb es 
of AcWuinistrations. It will, I trust, be found from 
the facts and figures which follow that the subjects 
of this State have of late enjoyed a la.rge measure 
of peace, order, security of person and property. 
public liberty in general, and the benefits of the 
.~nancial prosperity of the State, and th~t in these 
cardinal respects our people need not shrmk from a. 
comparison with any other India.n Community." 

,.'I In the concluding paragraph of the same re-
port Sir Madhava Row added:-

" I respectfully trust tha.t the preoeding report 
will be found not less satiifa.ctory a.s to act-ual 
results than those whioh preoeeded the same. It 
would be false modesty t9 disguise the fact tha.t, 
during these five years, our work bas been exceed­
ingly heavy and trying, for the fact' acoounts for 
our visible delays and Jefieiencies. It is not 
simply that we have had to oarry on ordinary 
current business. We have had to investigate and 
decide a multitude of matters inherited by us, 
which, in numbers and complexity, a.re probably 
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llElsurpassed in any Native State. We have had to 
organize the very machine;yof Government. We 
bave had to carefully consider and carry out vital 
reforms. We have had to bring under control a. 
vast expenditure in its dark and intricate ramifica­
ti{)ns. We have had to rectify our relations with 
Our numerous, and diviersified neigbbours. In 
this respect, grave and embarassing aberrations 
from sound· principle had, in the course of ,ime 
and neglet sprung d h' . '. . up, a,n t elr correctIOn pre-
sented pecuhar dI1Iiculties. We have bad to bring 
them. to the .notice of the authorities concerneo, td 
explam, to diSCUSS, to convince, and sometimes'to 
respectfully expostulate. Tile extra strain thvJ,l 
caused bas howeve b .'~ . ' r, now egen sensibly to dimi-
DIsh . d 't' h . 

, .ali 1 I 18 t erefore hoped that we shall be in; 
creasing y enabled to devote our time and energies 
to tAe development of internal improvements. n 
must be frankly admitted that there is still abun­
dant 8~ope for Our exertion in this direction. All 
w~ claim to have done is, that we have fulfilled the· 
prImary obligations of a civilized Government" 

. I~ his letter to the Government of india;l 
reviewing this Report Mr P S M '11 C S I ' '" BVI a ., .. , 
the Agent to the Governor-General bore the follow-
ing testimony :-" The excellencA of Lhe selection 
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Qf &n administrator for the Ba.roda. Sta.te dUlling 
the minority of the Ot.ekwar ma.de by the Govern­
ment of lndia. in the pel'!'Ion of Raja Sir T. Madu.va 
Row K. C. S. I., has blllen further proved during 
the yea.r under report, . The very.highestDipprecria,. 
tion is due to his unwearied labours. for th!'i good 
of the State a.ild people." .. ," The e1ililti~ Ba.roda 
Administration has been at w~rk forever five yelLni 
up to the close of the year under report. Security 
of life and property has been established; a. good 
judicia.l organization has bean formed; the finances 
have become eminently prosperous, the people a.re 
contented and happy public works ha.ve been 
extensively undertaken; a large medica.l and edu-
e .. tiona.l maehinary has heen provided; the people 
are contented and happy; discontent is limited to 
the fa.vourit-es of the . regime of the Ex-Gaekwar, 
and is not o1;l\;wardly exhibited; and the relations 
of tbe State with neighbouring States have been 
reformed with tbe result of peace and quiet in lieu 
of incesss.nt bickerings that used to prevail. The 
labOurs of the a.dministra.tion presided over by. 
Sir Ma.dha.v:a. Row have been eminently productive 
of benefit." 

This is a.n achievement of which a.ny 8tabe~e.n 
in India or England may wlJlll feel prou~, By ~ 
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and instinct, not to speak of his great qualifics.­
tiona, tho ruling of States had become a second 
nature with Sir Madava Row. 

Retirement from Public Service. 

. Prom Baroda after a period of 7 years' rule, 
he went into retirement a.nd died on the 4 t~l April 
1891. He was 53 years old, the last 9 of \Thicb be 
lived in retirement at Madras. He was Dewan of 
Travancore, Indore and Baroda for a period of 
24 years in. all, the best part of his life being r,iven 
to th.e service of Travancofo. 

~ 

Sir Madava Row's Speeches 
and Writings. 

Sit' Madava Row's lite lends itself to be bio­
~raphed and the biogmphy would be a most charm­
mg one if a Boswell could be found tei undertake it, 
for,. M Lord Macf),ulay sttid, Co Homer is not morl# 
decldedl" the first of 1-' S . 

J «'." .; puuts, bakesPet\ro IS 

not mor~ decidedly the first of dramatists, Demos­
thenes IS not more decidedly the first of orators, 
than Boswel is the first 01 biogrltphers. He bas nO 
second. He has distanced all his competitors, sO 
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decidedly that it is not worth while to pllLce them:' 
But who would taka the role of Boswell in order to 
earn immortal fame by the writing of one book. 
", If he had not been a great fool "sa.id Macaula.y 
" he would never h~ve' been a great biographer", 
We owe it no doubt to the genius of Boswell 
to have given us one of the best biographies in the 
English language. But if Lord Macaulay had lived 
to this da.yand seen his own I Life and Letters' 
by his nephew Sir G. O. Tmvelyan or Gladstone's 
Life by .lohn Morley, he might not have been 

. B 11 .... el·ng the first of bio-so emphatic about oswe '1' 
graphers. . ., 

Sir l'dadava. Row's Life bas lU It all the ele-
ments to make its narrative most readable and 

1• t t' Ill'.. many-sided activities ami his n eres mg. '> . b' 
manifold interests will make the task of thlil 10-

. th plitude of material graphet' easy ow lUg to e am 
available to choose from. If the work were under­
taken bv com~tent authority, that would be one of 
the be:t biographies in India. His writings were 
enuless for his enel'gy and enthusiasm for work 
were. a;most unlimited. One need not necessarily 
be flo member of the Dunciad, as Boswell was said 

to be, to bring out a fairly good biography of Sir 
Madava Row. The late Mr. P. Sankunni MenOll. 
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Dewan Peishkar of North Travancol'c, my quonda.~ 
official chief ~nd subsequently one of my senior 
colleagues in the revonue hrflnch of the service, told 
me that during an official acquaintance with Sir 

Madava. Row of more than 20 years, he had never 
seen the man except with pen and paper in his 
hand writing briskly, and be told me that he had 

seen him all the hours of the day and some bours 
of the night. This was remarkable; but I can my-

8~lf vouchsafe to the correctness of the statement 
~Ir Ma.dav'U Row did not know what it was to b~ 
Idle; If he did his n . h h 

. ,1 e mig t ave been pl/olongod. 
There IS no doubt h h d ' . . . e arme hImself by over-work. 

As It IS now nearly a quarter of century since 
the great statesman" d I 1 s nan 1a( become (lold, what 
he has left on reco' 1 . 'b' 

l( mUll" e a nch legaey to 
~resent and futuro genm'ations of Indian workers 
In the same tieli I '11 ( . WI cull 11 few pa.ssages out of 
them as are now available to the public and present 
them to the general reader. He had sometbing 
to say on every"conceivable subject. He said, what-
ever he had to s I I . , ay, c car y and straIghtforwardly. 
He dId not trouble himself with what effect his 

words would produce on this community or that. 
He was not easily moved by wha.t is called tbe 
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,mou opinion. If he convincod himself of the ri~ht. 
neSi! of the,course of conduct whioh he wanted his 
countrymen to fellow, he drove stra.ight to that 
point, He was not timid or pusillianimous. Some­
times his eountrYlllon were very a.ngry with him, 
somet,hnes they admired him as we do here to· 
day; but all the same, he said wh'lt be tbo~lght W'I\S 

,right 'and proper. He had a wonderful facility for 
wriling'. Long dObP,1tiches or official papers be 
could draw·up at Olle stretch. And his powers of 
concentration amidst numerous distractions were 
rernathble, One morning forty-three years ago, 
ho sat down to translate into English the vema­
cub.r records of a sensa.tional criminal case in Tri­
van drum. in order to draw-up an appeal memo 
to the High Court on behalf of the local AdvoclI.te­
General. This work took him 7 hours' sitting 
at one stretch, and it would be a tremendous strain 

under any circumsta.nce. But with his marvellous 
strength he bore it with ease a.nd indilIerence. Tho 
appeal memo which be drew·up in his own hand 
as the eesult of the thol'Ough study of the records 
must have filled, iftype-writtcn, fifty to sixty pages 

of foolscap papee, I am not :1ware how many of our 
Indian friends could pel'£onn such feats ill these 

days, but Sir ~laJ;).v:t Row himself told U~ at !l.O 
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evening party at Trivandrum, when he visited it 
as Dewan-Regent of Baroda that "Twelve of us put 

together "'ere no match for Sir Richard Templtl". 

Yes, Sir Richard Temple was a giant among the 

European Civil Servants of the Indian Empire. Sir 

Madava Row had the rare gift of arranging the 
whole matter of his theme carefully in hiR brain 

before committing it to paper. In that re8pect he 

was like Herbert Spencer of whom Dr. Duncan 
writes in his hiogl'ltrhy :_ 

" Unlike his friends Mr. G. H. Lewes and Pro­
fessor Huxley who wrote and re-wrote their com­

~osi~ions, he made comparatively few clmnges 
III hIS manuscript." 

But this gift was not shared in by all his 
school-fellows of that bright band of High School 

Proficients. One of them Vembaukom Rama Iyen­

g~r whon: I knew very well for many years, though 
hIS Enghsh was eleglLnt, cultured, polished and 

te:se, could not write even half a sheet of paper 
wIthout correcting and refining and polishing end­

lessly. Mr. Rama Iyengar himself told me that it 
was an unfortunate habit with him that he was no 
ready writer, though I must do him the justica 

to say that every edition of the manuscript which 

be wrote Was an improvement upon the last and 

7'd 

a friend humorously remarked at the time that the 
Administration Report of the year bad reached its 
eW'vellth edition at Mr. Hama Iyengar's hands, 
though it was not finally passed. And he had a 
wonderful clerk in Trivandrum who wrote a beauti­
ful ar!d clear hand, who to the delight of his cbief 
ungrlldgingly evpied and recopied, as fast a;; t~e 
corrected rlmttor came into his hf1nds. For. ~hJs­
clerk. '\[r.H.u,ltJa Iyeng:tr had unhounded arlmimtioD, 

almost atruetiou I should 8iLY, for he recommended 

the youn<f mftu to me when he C<1mc away a,s my 
n . . t 

SherisLadar and aflhd me the favour of trea-
ing him, as he was a particularly weak and delic'l.te 
you!,h. Tbis tender solicitude on his part to III 

humble clerk especially when the outside world 
knew RalIla Iyengar only as It rough iLnd ill-

. temperot1 ma,n deeply touched me. 

On British Rule. 

POl' tbe British Governmeut Sir :\lalh,,;t Row 
had nnbOUfHled admimtion and. w~s loyal to the 

core on the ground that that was the bost Govern­

ment known to J ndia, a conclusion whieh he 

arrived at, aftor mueh thought, judgment and stully 

of past history. He gave expression to this firm 
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conviction in welcoming the Indian National Con­

gress to Madras in 1887. 1:£e said "I see, before 
me, representatives from n.ll pa.rts of India, whose 
very personal appearanc? will bring home to the 

mind of tb~ unprejuuiced observer the convioti~Il 

\hat, varied as are tb(J CA.stes and creeds and races 
of India, there is still it powerful band of union, 
which makes our hearts vibrate with sympathy and 
mutll.l\ love, aud u. c;0UllllUll af}'uction for our 

mother-country. To well-balanced minds, such 
a gathet'ing must appmu' tile ~,m1ltlest triumph of 
British Administration and a erown ot' glory to the 
great British Nation." . 1t sboulll he reHiembered 
that the Congress' was not then, nor in the years 
w;hich followed, ill the good graces of the authori-. 
tie~. Now however h<13 CJ!UC a wonderful turn in 
our affairs, thanks to the Ul'eat \Var oi Europe, un­
do/:'Nuut of in the pa::,t, whidl lliLs c6t.!1blished beyond 
a douht Ihe loyalty of Indi:!. and the htlroism of our 
Scpoye: two of the most si"ual aciJieyements to 

" the credit or tho British rule in Inelia.. 
Hut in criticising Government or itR It1!llLSurOS, 

be W~<; fm,nk and fcarles~. lIe tttlkCll and wrote 
a.~ if be feit that Government WttS hiH own mattor 

and it.6 responsibility ~n his own head. IIo had 
beeu in power for the public good and solely ill the 

st 

public interests that he fC)I:go' lihat he was 'a 
bumble subjeci of the Queen-Empress appealing 
to the authorities for justice and prof;ec~ion t;o his 
fellow-countrymen. In one of bis, Notes by .. 
Native Thinker he wrote tha.t th~ trea.tm~t of the 
Bombay Government to the corruph Orawtord was 
humane and equitable, while that of th~ ~a.dra.s 
High Cow,t to Kunjooni Menon who dle~ In. t~e 
Malabar Jail, he said, wa.s tan~ount to 8.1udl~ 
lOuder In another "Notes" he affirmed hls 

. f 'tb th t "it would be ,plain political trade 8.1 s a 
absurd for the British Government to suppose that 
it could govern India to the satisfl!.Otion of the peo-

, 'th t the best Natives of pIe, Without counsel, or WI ou 
the land representing the people." ,W~th reg~rd to 
the work of the Christian missionarIes ill IndIa, he 
pointed out that" 15 was a.bsurd ~or the~ t~ t~ink 
that India could be converted mto Christlallity ; 
tha.t the Hindu convert had ceased to be a Hindu 
in faith and feeling; and that their street-preach­

ing has the slightest effect." 

The llbert Bill. 

While in regard to the Ilbert Bill be was firmly 

convinced that it was then in-applicable to lu~a. 

6 



though that !1ngel of a Vir-eroy the Mf1f''luis of 
Ripon who supported it was one of his greatest, 

friends f1nd admirers. Lord Robert" refers to tho 
opinion of Sir Madhaya Row on this point in his 

" Forty one years in India" thus :--" Discussing 
with him: on the excitement, caused hy tho' Ubert 

Bill', he said: 'Why do you English mise these_ 

unnecessary questiollfl '! It i;,; your .loing, not ~urs: 

We have he!\rd of the cry. 'Jndiafor the Indmns 
which some of our phila.nthropists have mised in 

Hogland; hut you ha.ve onl~ "GO go to the ~oologi­
ca.l gardens a.nd open the doors of the cag'3s. and 
you will very soon see what woul.] be the result of 
putting that theory into pm.ctiee. Thore would be 
a terrific fight; amongst the animals, whieh would 
end in the tiger walking prou(lly over the dead 
bodies of the rest'? 'Whom', I inquired, . do you 

eonsider to be the tiger'?' 'The Mahomedan from 
the 1')Ort:l ' Wa.s his reply." 

Social Reforms. 

In social and. ca.ste questions Sir Madavn, RoW'S 

mind moved slowly. He was much more conserva­

tive tha.n was generally believed aml advoC!1ted 

OQf.tl :.tnd moderation in dealing with them, which 
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the radically-minded and the. ~nguine-hea.rted 

.&mollg the younger generation, Of his aami,N1rs -S!? --
,hellrtily disliked. He was pot'jl. p~'Onounoodsocia.1 

reformer. But be WaS bowever no blind admirer of 
the ancients nor irrevocably committed to custom 
and roamoo! in all matters; for in his Convocation 
address he told us :-" A void the misohievous error 

'of supposing that our ancient forefathers were wiser 

that men o~ the present timfls. It cannot be true. 
Bvery year of an individuafs life he aoquires a.ddi­
tiofml knowledge. Knowledge thns goes on aceu.ro­
mulating ye-ar by year. Simila.dy ~very genern:~lOn 
adds to the knowledge of tbeprevlOus genern.non. 
Under such r1'OCe9S the aecmnmu\ation of know­
ledge in a centUl.1 is very large. To assert there­

fore that men possessed more knowledge scores of 
.centuries ago than at present is manifestly !tbsurd, 
Hesit&.te not therefore to prefer modern knowledge 
to ancient one. A blina belief in the omniseience 
of our forefa.thers is mischievous, because it per­

petuates errors a.nd tends to stagnation." 
Sir Madava. Row was in favour of small )'efol'lYI~ 

in the mlttter of the m:1rriage of the Hin<1u Clirls 
for in one of his" notes" he writes, "The politicilol 

good which the Congress has mainly in view may 

take seyeral years to be fully realised; meanwhile 
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't . 
1 might well J;eap some small crops of social good. 
In my humble judgment, the present CongresS 

ought not to disperse without effectually providing 
f~r the interdiction of the marriage of girls before 
Ulne years of age. It is a ordinal measure which 
the common sense of the whole empire must t~gree. , 
to. It will save thousand:; of children ft"Om thl). 
horrors of widowhood." 

Later on, be advoell.ted the de(el"1'in" of marri-
b 

ages till tba girl was ten years of age. This was Ilr 

furthAr'advance in his ideas in socilLI reform. He 
said so twenty-five yeals "go, and if he had lived 
to-day he would probably joined heal·t (LOd soul in . 
helping on the Ron. Mr. V. S. Srinivasa. Sastriar'S 
post-puberty marriage Bill, submitted to the 1\13J· 
fas L . 1 t' C egis a lYe ounci1. After all Mr. Sl'inivasa. 
Sastri has asked only for a permissive bill to enable 
the small b d f . an 0 social reformers to progreilS 
on tho lines of least resistance to the community 
a.t large 1\.'0 sp . I "1 Tb 

'.L, eOla pnVl cges ara sought. e 
pel1ce of the community is not to be disturbed. 
Those who wish to marry their girls at the I~ges of 
OOven or ei<1ht ar t . 

o e no prevented from domg so. 
lIe seeks for d ti . a e. l11te declaratiQn by the LegiHhb~ 
tlire to protect th I 

• OSC W 10 on proper grounds are 
conVlUced of tbe need for deferring th~ marrin,gas 
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of their girls till after puberty, so that they may do 
~o without running the risk of these marriages be-
lUg declared invalid by courts of law. In Mr. Srini­
vasa f:1:.i,stri's words :-" It would merely declan.o 
that no marriage of a Hindu woman performed 
after puberty would. be declared inva.lid. It would 
not compel anybody to embrace innovation. I do 
not helieve a great revolution is goi~g to be 
efl'ectc,l, My only object is to clear any doubts and 
to see th<l,t no legal disabilities exiBt for those that 
desire too take It further step in social progress." 
This i'i a very modest and practica.l presentment of 
the case. The hetter mind of the Hindu Comnm­
nity i" decidedly in favour of such a . change. 
A", the la\~ers are uecided in their opinions the 
interference of the le'gislature is sought. Mr. Srini­
vasa Sastri undertakes to prove, should I ever 
have the good fortune of lv·tualJy introducing the 
Bill into this Council, that it is a fact that the bulk 
of our ancient Sastrns is in f1lovour of post-puberty 
marrin,ge, and in fact that at one time it was the 
prevalent mode of marriages." Quite so; This is 
a patent fact particulacly to those who have lived 
on the Malabar coast where the Namhuri women 
ar~, ltfl a rule, married only after puberty. In 
marrying their girls after puberty they did not 



illtrooduce an inn)vation but merely brought with 

t,i1om t,o this coaEt when they calllc hert) Iiv'!) 
tbousand years' ago, the practice prevailing id tllB 

old country. How ~l1at observance was rephv;ed 

theta by tho modern practic:e of tniLl'l'ying infttnt 

girhl could be ea!Oily guessed, if we ca,l'ei'ully follow 

tim e\wcluered history and the changes of domina· 

nation that lmve takell pbee throughout India. 

during thif! period. 'rhe Hcm. Ml". SiVltBWltlll)' Iye1' 

has told us in his Convocat,ion a,ddress the other 
day-one of the best addresses delivered to Ur!l.­
dUa,tes in this part of India. an l),ddrc:;s charactor­

ided by sobriety of thought, elegance of diction and 

deep s~ndy that he would plead (01' a " moder,l,t,e 

centre which believe;; in the combina,tion of pro­

grest> and :)l'der, has no fltith in the efficacy of 
seces;;ioD. leading to tho formation of 111lothor vasto 

and widening tho gulf between the masses (of the 

people and the edu~ated classes, and which trustis 
to persuasion Rond Cl'eallion of public opinion." "The 
edueation 'Of the people and the woul.ding of public 
opiniotJ promise morc SU<:(~e8S than violent denun­

ciation anu incitement tu revolt 'l.'ile silent pnl>!-
3\Jl'e of economic forces and of tlw if. strurnotlts of 

m:1fierial civilization is It powerful ally O! sod:~{ 

reform, as rna y hb soen in the dail y weakening 
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if Dot the disappearance of the (Ii>jeetions to CoreiS" 
travel. Do not imagine that 1 -.isb >'OU to a.cquiesc& 
in the social institutiions which are ham~ng·O\ir 
material gl~wth or to turn you from the ~tb 
of social reform, Throw yourselves into the work 
with all the generous enthusia.sm of which youth is 
capable, but do not neglect the pa.th of persuuaion 
a.nd the duty of ca.rrying sooie~y with Y011."./· . 

On .Political Topics. 

1 n his politieal speeches· Sir Ma.dava. Row was 
~t his best. They were distinguished by a. pecu. 
harly happy vein of thought, rare literary elega.q()6. 
and remarkable facility of expression. SometUues· 
it was the discussion of prinoiples of a.dminie.tration 
and the duties whioh rulers owe to their sUbjeots; 
sometimes it W/iL,$ a de~ription of the rural ~hag~ 
in the mount",in tracts of the West Coast; some. 
times it w~s about "the va.st iron zig-zig whioh 
already covers the face of India. arid whioh ena.bws 
the 1iceroy· to visit IIJlU vivify equally with ease 

and expedition. line heart and extremities of what 
would otherwise have been an u~wieldy empire" ; 
sometimes it was thEl account of the young Gaek. 
war's marriage at Baroda. with all its round of 
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. t d hospitali-pretty ceremomals, gorgeous pagean s an . 
ties, or of his uew Pa.la.ce. Again it was tt descrIP­
tion of the Ga.nges bath at Benares, its Visweswar:t's * 
Holv shrine and the bath!~g gbn.t whose granite 
ste;s had become worn bf~miohS of pious Hindu 
pilgri'ms using it frQm remote antiquity. It waS 
said of .Johnson that he would make his fishes 
talk like -whales; similarly with Madava Row who 
would make a dull prosaic official report read like 

a. romance. All the dry figures would jump into 

life of flesh and blood with a beauteollfl face and 

rich apparel the moment he touchef:\ it with his 
magic wand of the poet's vision and faculty divine.' 
A rich imagination, a powerful int.ellect and it kind 
heart were the grea.t factors of bis life and contri­
buted in no small measure to the unique flUCCf'.SS of 
his achievements. His lectures to a Native Prince 

, of which about thirty to thirty-five columns of 
of matter appeared in a Madras Daily are most 
valuable lessons on the responsibilities of kings l10d 

their duties to their subjects. These principles 
he inculcated into the mind of his Royal p~pi1s 
at Trivandrum, which tbey gratefully remembered 
and practised when their tnrn came to rule their, 

ancient State. 
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Descriptive. 

Of the Ryot's cottage in the West COMt he 
wrote in ooe of his Tra.vancore Administration 
Reports thus:-

.• The nativ~s of the country care little about 
such exotics. They fondly cling to the fertile and 
well watered pla,ins, and pursue agriculture aft.er 
the manner -of their forefathers. v'm'ming the 
grea,t bulk of the rural population, they continue 

contented and prosperous. The number of these 
tax-pa,ying ryots m!y be approximately estimn,ted 
at three, hundl ed thousand. They are mostly 
peasa.nt proprietors holding land permanently and \ 
on definite terms, They haVfl thml evry posflible 
inducement. to i~rov~ their little possessions 

which are the sources of their subsistence. It j" 
accordingly most interesting to enter some of th(ISe 
properties and behold the spectacles there pre­
senteel of industy; fertility, neatness and comfort. 
The rice lands lie in a rich valley watered by per­
ennial streams of crystal purity. Not far but on 
the slop of the next hill the owner resides with his 
family in a garden of his QWn, from which he looks 
cheerfully upon his cherished inheritance. In this 
g&rden, there is a simple but 'a cool cotta.ge mostly 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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ruler than to the subject. If u. medical Philosopher 

could be induced to trace up to its prima,ry causes 
the happiness or misery of oriental millions, he 
would sometimes expatiate upon the extensive 

political ph~nomena ultimately issuing more or less 
from the health or sickness of a ruler, ,lnd n.rising 

from a good or bad b'Lhitation. A well-f',ituate,9 

and well-ventilated home may generate a cheerful­
ness, vigour, and benevolence which f'catter peace 
and plenty over the land, whareas a home of the 

opposite 80rt may engender indigestion, lassitude, 
and recklessness, incompatible with buccessful 
a.dministmtion. Ladies and Gentlemen, we hap­

pily live in an age in which the destinies of popu­
lations are iIlcr~asingly becoming independent of 
th0 State or of ftn individual stomach or liver. 
YAt it eannot he ignored or denied th!Lt I:l. hale and 

bea,lthy ruler is more likely to govern well than one 
in a contrary predicament A due appreciation of 
this f:let induced us to tnl-tturely consider the ques­
tion of :.I. suitable residence for His Higncss the 
Gltekwa.r. No faltering voiee need be· used in 
asserting that nOlle of the existing Pl11aceR fulfill 
the necessary conditions of situ,},tion, comfort and 

convenience and of good structnral ILppearance. 
In some insta.nces We have found even the element 
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of physical safety extremely imperfect. In sbort a. 
new Palace has proved itself to be an absolute 
necessity here. You may be sure, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, that our determination to build a ne~ 
palace is not the result of a casual or capricious 
impulse under the inebriating influences of over­
flowing wealth. It is the re~iUn of patient calcula­
tion,_and deliberate conviction under a full sense of 

the various public claims on our limited fiscal re­
sources. I am entitled to submit that we have not 
entered Upon the work of a new Pll.lacc too early. 

On the contrary, we have allowed precedence to 
other works of apparently more extensive public 
benefit. For example we ha\'e in the firs~ instance 

provided office!} for the public servants. We have 
m,tde provisions for those who suffer from disease. 

We have supplied accommodation for the youths 
undor euuc'Ltion. We have atrorded liberal shelter 

and comfort even to the inc&.rcerll.ted male 
fa.ctor. " 

Here is another heautiful description of the 
Gaekwar's marriage. which took pla.ce on the 6th 
Ja.nuary 1880 :-

"While outside the Pa.lace, numerous festivi­
tie>; Woce going on, the PlI.iaco itself was the scene 
of many interesting ceremonies and incidents im-
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mediately connected with the marriage. The tute­
lary deities were beingcontinuousJy propitiated. 
Fntyers were constantly offered to the planets to 
shed their benign influences. The priests weN 

repeating ancient byms in praise of tbe AlmigMy 
for Offering abundant blessings to the bride 3.na 
bridegroom. Ladies in rich and varied costumes 
and brilli!lnt with jwollery were gracefully moving 
about in the performl1nce of diverse civil 01' reU­
gious duties, Flowers, Attar, Rose·water, Sa.ndal 
and incense difuced their fragrance in every room 
and court-yard, Sometimes the bride and the 
bridegroom sat before a fire pet'forming sacrifices 
with joined bands. Sometimes the bride alone wa.s 
seated prominently in a spacious haJJ, she being 
specially clot'hed and decorated in order to 00 seen 
by a.ll the relations and friends of both sides' 
Sometimes the bridegroom ''las placed on a. cha.ir 
B.nd his feet were washed by a noble lady with 
water poured out of vessals of gold or silver. The 
actual marriage oeremony itself was extremely in. 
teresting. The bride and bridegroom stood facing 
6a.ch other, taking their stand on beap!; of conse­
orated cow but with a thiok curtain held up 
between them. Both Wl're rich clotbes and orna.­
ments ofa.ncient style, but the bride was covered' 

wit.h a veil to protect ber from the public gaze. In 
this position the family priests solemnly recited 
l.ncient texts and went through mystic ceremonies .. 
. Just when the propitious hour struck. the curtain 
dropped and then it was that really or cOQ.vention­
ally the bride and the bridegroom first saw each 
other. Hhowers of colored rice were discharged 
upon the happy pair from all [Hound McomplLnied 
with fervent benedictions. The bride is given away 
hy bel' fat.her OJ' guardiRn, and tbe gift is ma.de by 
pouring water mixed with rice into the hand of the 
bridegroom followe~ by pla.cing the hand of the one 
on that of the other. During a subsequent cere­
mony the father or guardian of the bride says 
to the bridegroom and to all his party-·the child 
bereto·fore affectionately brought up by me has 
now been given to you. Do you hereafter tenderly 
take ca.re of bel' as youI.' own'. This is III mos 
touching scene. It matks the severance of the 
bride from the hoine of her birth aod childhood.. 
All the bride's party are in tears as the words a~ 
uttered in slow and solemn tooes. The bride .a.nd 
the bridegroom make solemn prom~ses of fidelity 
to each other. God, Heavt;ln, Ea.r~h,a.nd. the .ni­
mate creation are called to witness the union. TQ$ 

Sun and Pole Shar are also a.ppealed to. .n-e 
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bridegroom conducts the bride to a. block of stone 
near the ulter of tift:, and makes her stand on it 

and says-' Rehold this immovable stone on which 
you are standing. May your constancy to me be 
as immovable as this stone. The couple walk 
se~en paces on heaps of corn, at each step the 
bridegroom offering good wishes t~ the bride in 
respect of health, strength, longevity, constancy, 
a.bundance, progeny and prosperity. A loug suc­
ce8SIon of picturesque and primitive ceremonies 
were gone through at the palace in accordance wita 
a ritual of unknown antiquity. The earth has 
changed; races have altered in their distribution 
and destinies; empires have risen and fallen; yet 
that ritual remains the samo." ' 

But I must stop here. ocores of similar in-' 
tel'esting extracts could be found in Sir T. i\Iadh;./I 
How's writings and speeches. 

A diligent search of his public and private 
pa.pers ought to afford sufficient matter for twO 
large-~i7,ed octavo volU/uos in print. But "a far, 
though 23 yoal'l~ lllLve rolled away since Sir 
Madavlt How left this nether, sphere thore seems 
to be neither the inclination nor tbe capa.city 
forth-coming to underta.ke the task. Such is 
fame! 
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Ooncluding Rema.Pka. 

r will hera conclude this narrative of the great 
!lI,tn with an extract from what I wrote of him 
eight years ago in the State Manaal of 'l'rava.n­
core: --" After arduous and incessant labours for a 
Whole life-time. be went into quiet retirement a.nd 
enjoyed a ten years' repose in his pretty Mylapooo 
residence known as Madha'Va Bagh, and died there 
ill ltl91, full of honours .hongh not perhaps full of 
yea!'!'. In his retirement he occupied himself with 
the congenial study of Herbert Spencer's works or 
writing shr0t notes to Newspapers on all manner 
of subjects from the German occupation of Africa 
to the combing of hair in boys or improving the 
dress of girls. Nothing was too difficult for his 
comprehensive brain; nothing toe delioalie for its 
subtle grasp. He was a man of the highest .culture 
and tbe loft,iest imagination. He wail quick-witted" 
clear·heitded and industrious. He was an indefati­
galje worker and he delIghted in his work, for it 
loolis to my mind at this distance of time, having 
received the iI~pl'ession at a very impressionable 
iLge that he stt'enuously worked away from morn­
ing till night, and that he had Ii giant's strength, 
for in one hour be coulc do what most others 

7 
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eould not in six. He writes in one of his letter:> to 

Srtshiah Sastri in Hl49, with the freedom and hila­
rity of it school-mate. that he was a.n idle fellow 
whilil Sa,shhth S,Lstri was not. ., 1 know you aro 
not Rucll an idle fellow like me as not to write out 
in a hook your every-day doingR." If Sir Ma(lIHwa 
Row could be considered an idle fellow as he was 
pleased to ca.ll himself, he must have been one of 
a very oxtraordinary type. It W,LS as Gladstone 
said of :,'[amLUlay, "But it (Lord l\heaulay's) wa~ 

an extmordinarily full life, of sustained exert,ion, f1 

high tableland without depressions. He spoke of 
himself as idle; but his idleness was more active, 
and carried with it hoUt' by hour a greater expendi­
tUl'O of bl':),in-power than what most men regard a", 
their serious employmenb;. He rnoight well have 
been, in !Jis mental career, the spoiled child of for­
tune; for all he tried succeeded, !til he touched 
turned into gems and gold." "Sir Madhava Row 
had remarkable strcngth of will, uncommon pati­
ence, unparalleled perseverence, undaunted courage 
to face opposition and a capacity to oV,ereoH1e 

where IlA couM not persuade. Towards brother 
officials he was considerate, kindly, generouK fmd 
genuine. With those placed in authority OVOI' him 
he argued, persUltded and convinced, bu' personally 
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was modest, respectful and deferential in his .be­
haviour. To the people at large he was a true 
friend and benefactor, the snpporter of the weak 
against the strong, the champion of the oppressed 
and the helpless. He hated injustice and sham of 
every kind' he was a terror to evil-doers; he W(~fl 
the declar~d enemy of the corrupt. W~at .the 
Governor General Marquis of Wellesley saId of an 
eminent Anglo-Indian of the la.st century applies 

to him with equal justice;-
" He is It aentlernan of the highest character 

in India; his :alents are not inferior to th.ose of 
any person in this country, nor have I se~n III any 
part of the world many persons of supenor capa.­
city. His general knowledge is considerable and 

. .' f 
his particular acquaintance WIth the .\tf~lrs 0 

India, especially those of Fort St. George,. IS ~om­
prehensive and accurate. Hi.. diligence IS mue-
fatigable; he has passed his whole life in laboriom; 
business: his zeal and public spirit &.re distinguished 
featUtRs of his character; and bis eminent integrity 
and honour are universally acknowledged. In ad­
dition to these circumstances his whole public lire 
has marked him as the irnplac!loble, indefatigable, 
and irresistible foe of the corrupt system of intri~\le 
and peculation which long pervaded the service 3.5 
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~ Fort St. George. He was the declared and ardent 
enemy of every author and abettor of corruption in 
that Service and the cordial friend and proter.tor 
of every man of integrity, diligence, knowledge, and 
talents. While his exertion to encourage the pro­
gress of honesty and industry waf! unremitting, his 
own example has become a model of emulation to 
the younger branches of the Service." 

In politics he was cautious and conservative 
as he was in religious. and social questions. Be 
had great confidence in his own powers and judg­
ment, but wherever be went, he secured and main-
,·tained around hi t mas rong phalanx of SUppOl·terS 
allel admirers.' He was above all honest, earnest 
a~l(l god-fearing. Intellectual occupations gave 
hlnl the utmost delight, but he had a keen senSe of 
the humorous and the !Bathetic in nature. He ex­
celled ill conversation; he had an in~xahaustible 
fund of ancedotes; he always came forth with 
generous pn\ise or admiration of real talent· bis 
sl\llies sparkled with wit and humour and scar~asm 
bu~ he never ga.ve offence; it looks as if in his whole 
public life no word escared him in conversation 
~hich eithtlr pained or offended any man. He waS 
~lIIcapable of It bOOt'ish word Ol' brusque expt1essi.on. 
;He was a man of delicately refined tempararnant. 

• 
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He was one of Nature's nobles. Within the pri­
vileged circle of bis immediate friends and admirers' 
he was merry, frank, jocose, pla.yful, sometime$ 
even va.in like children, though neve; coarse or 
commonplace. He was lit poet and a lover of a.lt. 
He composed rlevQtiopn,}. songs in Marathi, be was 
an elegant and p;1ished scholar in tha.t language. 
His whole life was dedicated to the education of 
his fellow-men and the a.melioration of their condi­
tion. He was the favourite of the Muses a.nd th~ 
chosen pet of fortune. By universal assant he was 
the greatest statesman th9.t India. has produced in 
recent times. In the words. of the immortal poet. 
" He was th~ noblest Roman of them all." . 

We want more Madava. Row's. - India. is 
poorer to-da.y for bis loss~ a man in whom the 
British Government pla.ced absolute trust and one 
who showed by his oonduct and culture and by 
genuine r~ard a.nd sympathy for his countrymen 
that tha.t trnst was well-pla.ced. If be had been 
spared to us till now, wa. migbt have oongratula.te~ 
bim on his eigbty-sixth birthday two weeks ago, 
'.e., he would be two yea.rs older tha.n Lord ltoberts 
a.nd three years younger than Gladstone, a.n im­
possible age, howover, in many 1\ public worker 
in India under our present conditions. '. , 
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If in the foregoing sketch of Sir Madava How, 
I have been influenced by personal devotion and ad­
miration for the great Statesroar., let it be under­
stood that those feelings are not due to any personal 
b.vours conferred or personal interests promoted 
by him, They are entirely the resnlt of the reflex 
action created by his kindly regard and generoUS 
a.ppreciation, two of tbe strongest factors in certain 
temperaments, }<'Ol', those who have inherited 

worldly advantages fl'om a gl'eat man are as a rule 
the least inclined to praise him or admire him, be­
cause they have no kinship \vith bim in sentiment 
or genius or in· his aims ancl ambitions; while 
those who are loudest in such pmise are generally 

architects :of their own fortunes anil can act in­
dopendently of personal interests or motives, be­
lieving as they do with Sir Madava RO\y him!:'elf in 

TJord Bacon's dictum that, 
.. Chiefly the mould of a man's fortune 

is in bis own hands", 
When after graduating, I first saw Sir Madava Row 
in the Dewan's Office at Trivanclrum ODe afternoon 
44 yoars ago, baving been appointed by him to a 
Gmali clerkship there, the' first words he addressed 

me were to the following effect :-" Whatever you 
do, do with all your might, Therein lies all excel-

d ced a deep impression 
"Tl words pro u d lence, lese . ver since remembere 'd [have e 

on my young rom ' the best of my lights, 
1 to them to 

them and ;tcte( up I generous readiness 
IT ' . 'f kindness and tIe d ' 

. IS Un! orm "ll'oglv rendere , III n rVlCes WI 1 J 
to Itppreciate sma ,se, 1 to yout,n and ignor-
spite of the faults JDolde

nta
f 

th same treatment 
t ' nce 0 e 

allee, and the con mua I °t Travancore 
{tel' be el 

to me for long yea~s :ed to his sense of Hero-
may perhaps he attnbu d of self love, the , n "The mo es 
Worship, for, after a d of 1887 I bad 

II " About the eo d 
lXtssions we Cll., . S' l\'la.dava Rowan " f seelDg Ir 
sereml 9PportuOltles 0 . '>h him at Madra.s. 

l ' stiOns Wi" , 
ui;,;cul:1sing pub lC que deep impressiOn 

. produced a 
Olle sucb occaSiOD , b ut the Congress,' 

verlDg a 0 
on him. He was wa· 'h·' winJ whetber 

t 'ugg1e In IS 
There was 1'. regular s r, [the Reception Corn: 

b Cl "mansblP 0 , to accept t e IaH 'N t' nal Congres\, 
, , the Indlan a 10 " 

mittee for welcomtng, ff from ILssoclatlDg 
t lumself 0 1\M 

to Madras, or to eu , f New India. enS 
f 1 litim:ln!! 0 t 

with the youth u po h' 'n his resolve 0 

t h t tixell liD 1 , 
persmtl'ioI; it waR a., small unctIOn 

d thiS was no 
join the Congress, !1.n nitrv and greatly 

b' tl ttered Diy va OJ d 
to my soul. T 18 a 'M d n Bow, He ha f Sir ~ a av", , 
added to my esteem .01' t: g and assimilatmg 

dil'" accep 10 , 
the rare gift of rea J l'ng that hiS 

, ws thus prov 
new facts and new V1e 
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(mnd Was ever growing. My close knowledge. of 
Sir T. Madbava Row, his writing and his pUblIc­
achievements have been a.n inspiring example to 

me these many years; and if any smaH Success 
has been vouchsafed to me in my pUblic life, I may 
ung"udgingJy pu~ it down to the noble ideals wjlich 
he left behind him. 

I daresay that We have many such emm~n . t 
men in out midst unknown to fa.me, for the saymg 
is "there is a.s good fish in the sea as has come out 
of It", BQt the peak, "'e not cle,,,y di"""nable, 
for modern edUcation has raised the level of Indu1n 

capaCity as It whole into a succession of tableland of 
intellects. I trust tha.t tbe youoger generation of 
001' countrymen witI emUlate his liCe and SUccesses 
and profit by his noble and honourable example. (LoUd applause.) 
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Ill-Hon. MI'. " P 8 Sivaswami Aiyal". 
Comments. 

! ' tha.t we have listen'" After the eloquent addres$ ad the whole of 
h · h bas cover ed to an address w lC f the days when 

- , , areer rom _. 
Sir T. Madhava Row 8 c C' II e f;o his retire-

" . d I' self at . 0 eg to 
he dlshnglllShe um 's hardly much for me , 
ment at Mylapore, there 1 ttention to. One 

If your a , dwell upon .or to ca ]. es of our deceaF.l-
) t' that the IV I cannot help regret 109 'tten adequate y. 

t been wrl ed statesmen have not ye lived in !LOY other 
If Sir T. Madhava Row bad been any number of 
Country, there would have. It is difficult to 

. . bout hIm. k bl biographies wntten a b ch It ramar n e 
.' h bould e su j understand wby t ere S trymen to t le 

. t of our ooun indifference on the par distinguisbed meo, 
. b' hies of our productIOn of lOgrap ] s to the same 

" J oreore8, .. f I suppOse It IS uue, ,m tha.t is eharaCter~tlc 0 
indifferenCf\ towards hiStory for meaeures, we 

d We care more 
the Indian min , f b ks and we care 

tents 0 00 , h care more fol' the oon b pass measures, W 0 

little for the lives of men ~ ~ • h themselves on 
• se dJS~lllgUl8 i write books or ot-herm be the oa.use 0 

' Whatever may I the stage of bfe. ;'. hioal litera.ture, am 
this indifference to bl0~p. a.lamentahle denci­
sure We all recognise lhat 1 lS 
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Jnc)' in the mental eqllipment of tho Indirtn, So 

long as suitable hiogmphies of our <:treat men do 

not come into existence, celebrations ~ke tbese are 

necessary in order to bring bome to ti'e minds of 

the present generation th3 examples of great mell 

of the past and the lessons Lo be derived from a 

study of their lives, Ho\\: Sir '1', Madbava Row 

distinguished hil If 111" , '. nse as a " Inl"ter 111 three States, 
how he saved Tnwancore from the impending 
dl\llger, of a ' t- hI' ' " , nnexa lon, 0\\- 1I-l .ttlllllnIstmtJon of 
the N'ltive l.'t· t . , , • >:) a es ot winch he W'1" Dewan extorted 
the aumir"ttion f tl ' ' ' ' I • 0 H) Il1JllH'l'OU" Bl'ltwlt othClI1. ~ 
and Bt;atesmerl \ 'I 1 J' 'I ' . ~)O)!l, oe..:,tSlOll to revieW liS. 
work ha,yp been '1 tl '( 'I " '. e oquen Y l eoCl'l Jed hy Mr, Naga-
ll11<1h, "VI (" , .' len ,)Il. T, M adlmva I{.w took cha.rge of 
the Dewan-h' f th T ' , , _ Ip 0 . e fitV,tllCOrc State, Its [Ld .. 
mtnlsLrahon "\"'~ l'r tt 1 l' , )' , ' u ''''~ I an u, ,ur y I l~orga,mscd conc 1-

tlon I{O much so tl t tl C' , )It . Ie :lo\'crnmcnt werr~ con-
s�dering the o"pedl'e ".J' h nc} 0, urastlC measures to 
reform the atlr ' , t, t' I -, tllnIS ,] a 'on; lHt wlt.llln a few yea.rs 
of hi;,; a"sumptl' I' I) 1 ' ,,' '. ." on 0 . ewanB lip he raised It. to it 

condItIOn of efficiency which ~:tille,1 for it til!' lJItlnc 
of ,L Model Native State, "rlw numerous fise:d I'e-

forms introduced into tile Rtate mtnJeti for him t\IC' 
appreciation of economists like the httc Mr, Henry 

Ji',lr\vcett who spoke of him :\s the Turgot. of InJil~' 
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Thor;e who have had occasion, !to' I have had now. 

and then, to read some of his minutes on economia 

queHtions, cannot fail to be struck with the mastery 
of economic principles and the forcible presentation' 

of ilis case by Sir T. Madhava Rao, His mastery 

of the English language waS appreciated in all 
circles and we have been told how one Englishman 

wished that he might talk like Sir T. Madha R~o 
so that he might become the greatest man I,D 

Burope, What strikes one on a perusal of h~s 
minlltes more than his mastery of the language IS 

his thorough grasp of tbe subject, his mastery ~f the 
prillciples underlying the questions und~r discus­
sioll and the clearness and distinctness of presenta­

tion that he seems to bave cultivated to perfe£tion. 

It thore is one reflection more tlmn another that is 

f 
' d b t d - f 81'r T M adava 

orced upon one's rum y a s u yo' 
Rao'" caroer, it is how ltdmirably he demons­
trated the capacity of Indians for adminiRtmtion. 

lIe was tbe first of that band of great men wbo 
under fortunate circumstances and theil' own in­

n:\te lthiliGies rose to be in charge of various Native 
St,atcs a.nd showed to the world bow. fully capable 

the Indian was to administer the States that were 

entrusted to his charge. That I regfl,rd as one of the 
mosb signal services done to the country hy Raja 
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i1' T. Madhava Rao. It is somewhat unfortunate 
.hat the hest scope for statesmanship should have 
.0 be sought for in the Native States rather than in 

. British Indl'" , . . t ". . 'U. ."1 ,arle y 0, CIrcumstances IS res-
ponsible for this state of things. That the Native 
States were compa.ratively in a much less efficient 
and organi7.ed condition, that the reforms to he 
achieved offered much larger scope for the exercise 
of constructive statesmanship and that in a N.ative 
Sta~ ~he Dewan ·is not hampered by the same 
:estnctlons that an administrator in British India 
IS bound by, are all responsible for the remarkable 
fact that the best examples of Indian statesmanship 
ha,ve to be found in the annals of the Native States 
rather bhan in the annals of British India. There 
~a8 one pregnant \'emark by Lord Napier, a forlller 
hovernor of Madras, in his 00nvocation address. 
He pointed out tba.t for the display of special apti­
tude for administration the Indian would have to go 
t~ the Native State and would find his opportuni­
tIes t~ere. Later on addressig Sir T. Madhavo. 
Roo 1l1mself, he pointed out tha.t the spectacle of a 

. good Indian Minister serving the Government of 
the Indian sovereign is one which would have 0. 

lasting inftue~ce on the policy of England as lip the 
future of Na.tlve Government. That the manner in 
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which Sir T. Madhava Rao discharged his duties OJ 

Dewan in three Na.tive States did surely exercise 
an influence on the policy of the Indian Govern· 
ment in dealing with Native States will hardly 
admit of doubt. He raised them to a very high 
level of efficiency and· won for them a positioll 
which might cla.im comparison witl:l. the adminis­
tration in tbe British provinces. If the destinies 
of Native States had not been committed to the 
care tLnd conduct of distinguished statesmen like 
Rtja Sir T. Madhava Rao wbo had realised his 
very high sense of responsibility to tbe State and 
the Government the Na.tive States might bave had 
a ditferent turn in the policy which was followed 
by the Briti8h Government of that day than the 
policy wbich wa.s clearly and empba.tically stated 
by Lord Minto and has since been followed by 
Lord Hardin ge, which was the ontcome of the wise 
[tnd Huccessful administration of Native States by 
capable administrators like Raja. Sir Madhayn. &ov.. 
Sir M adhava Row pimself never. had any doubt of 
tbe very high mission that he had a.i::oopted in life 
tt::- Dewan of three great' Native States. - In one of 
his speeches be pointed out that the continued 
existenoe of Na.tive States, the continued integrity 
and the honourable intentions of. Native St9.tes 
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.)ject to tbe su;.:e ,,' t f tb . tam y 0 e Parn.mount POW0J' 

as a political nec 't d I' , . eSSl Y an a po ItlealarlVltnta.ge. 
am sure that ther' t . . e are no wo opmlOns now as to 

he truth of the observation. 

. Gentlemen, Sir T. !vladhava Rao did not allow 

:lmself to be ahsorbed iu the cares of official life, 

ut he was a man who cared for very higb intel-
lectual cult H E r ,ure, e was an ardent student of 

ng ~sh htel'atUl'e, of Science, MatbematicA and 
PhYSICS [md he' t ' I thO was a one tune earl V in his career, 

II1k when he was about 19 20' t' P-f or ,ac IIlg 1'0 
essor of Mathematics and Physics in the Presi-

dency Colleg {' I'k , e. III 1 e many of us in ~he present 
genemtlon he It' "~d l' cu Iva"", liS own vernacula.r awl 
Wa.s pl'ofi' t' men lD Marathi to such an extent that be 
could write po . ~. M . em., III l araLhl which, I undersbtncl, 
have been large)' d . d' . , y a mIre, Lelwmg alone h18 
tUl'll for writing poetry, it is surely worth while to 

follow his foot'lteps in R,cquirin~ IL proHciency in 

bl:e vernacull1r'l. I w' ould 1111 write in the 
vernacuhr with a nd eaHe with 

whic? . ~ir T., adb ~"c~tdi JltLHathi. 
~e dlQtmg' ed' hh~self in various 0.180 by 

hiS charitY;h4.'geilerollity towards all t se with 
whom he! I'h" . CIL:!;! mto contact ana who 'bad o.p-
proached to aik~for help from him. 

"" 

(ol ~~ • 

'. 111 ( ,'" 

_\ life ,nch a,~ his is full of valuable lessons 

aud the e ,nmemorn.tion of the Birthdays of the 

great mer' wbo had lived among us is of the 

greatest p flsible use and service to the present 
generatiol1. As I have already said, it IS a pity 

that then>>\,g been no <1dequate biography of him 

yet produ( ,1 and I hope that Mr. Nagamiah him­
self may , dl~Y come forward with an excellent 

hiograph, . Sir T }1:tdhl1,v<1 Baa, qualified as he 

is by his: !mate knowledge of the subject and his 

great liter, v abilities for such work. 
Genti len, I am extremely tha~kful t~ .:.c 

organiser... f the commemoration :Mr. M, P. Durai­
SW'l.mier ;' a others, for having given me this 

opportunit to offer my humble tjibute of resp~ct 
and admiJ' ion to one of the greatest South Indl,tn 

StatesllCl, -3ir J\hdhava Row. (Loud che8'1's.) 
Mr: ' RanglWhariar proposed a vote of 

tha.;:;ks t, Lhe ClJail'mlLn, the lecturer a.nd to 
Mr. C, P Ra,IDtU;WIl!ll;{ lyer, Mr. N.K .. '~a.n: 
s ..... ami lyell' ;;,jGm1dh.l it. . 

Th tl'ng th_H. materl. 
e lI .. ~e .--=-"'~ 

" -. 
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SOME OOIIR£OT_ T8 BE NOTED . .. 

l\(ge 15, para 2, line 11, read, ICldy for datIll. 

., 16, line 17, read" Simple" for Poor. 

., 16, line 20, read lost for le.,s. 

" 24, par;L 2, add" himrelf .. as the IlIbt \I'()nl in lilJe 1. 

" ,)0, in line 4 from bottom, rend Inmr.{lItltrd {e>r 
tlCC01ll1lallied. 

" 33, after !C1IUllrs in Jine 1J, add" of Routh 
TravlIncore ". 

.. 4:::, para 2, line 3, a#.d· after " Jlll.rts :Of ", "the per­
SOilS of to. 

" 46, i'am 2, litle 5, for t('e read 1ellO. 

" 00. line 1, read rested lor rest. 

" 57, line '2, read authoritv for a7ltl/ol'Wrs. 

" (Kl, add "occurred and which" before .. extt'lldcd .. 
in line a from top. 

" ()3, line 3, from bottom- for Ell/,llie read [1it'lasltC. 

" '14, read 6.'.1 for ;ill, line 3, Pllm 2. , 
" 'ig, liue 8, I'ead 10 for for. 
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