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3 Im\nmsx smd ﬂrug gud bv’a fal‘se conr-apt ion oi Karma

Ly I’E Rrason Fo

T pmawpt mcrns“:i i p«a('nhﬂrh apportune ’E«)r t 1

Cdisdussion of Schemes of Self-Government. | In the.

past, it was necessary o awaken public feeling by
urging ideals, by appmﬁny to. the greatness of the
past; as an inspioation for effort in the present, to ‘
pate greatness in the future.  lnpassioned rhetoric
was needed fo swaken the sleeping, to arouse the
indofent, to stimulate the slothful, to inspire with
hope the lovers of India who despaired of her hitnre.

S Tudia e ned dead, she i3 only sleeping. © None can

glay hee, swve her own children ; her own sons sluae
can drive the dagger into their Mother's heart. You
along can be her murderers.  Will yon ill ler by

your indifference?” . Such were the words spoken -
by the present writer in 1893, soon sfter landing
at Taticorin, with- the  Presidem-Founder of the
Theosophical  Society  in ~the  chair,  Mears - and 1
eries auswered theappeal, and proved the truth that -

C India was not dead.  All over the country a similar

appval was voiced, backed by passionate deseriptions of ¢
the greatness of the past, to stir the ‘dugﬁ:m}w minds of
the Indians of the présent, supine ineasy-going care
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the most m=piring of all doctrines to enconruge effort,
when understood as Bhishma understood and tanght
it, he the master-teacher of Dharma. o the end of
a National awakening were the old religions revived,
as Sir Valentine Chirol acutely saw.  For this were
schools and colleges founded and fostered, and the
students trained in eivie ideals, and inapired with the
ionging to serve the Motherland. For this ile
lectures given in the Central Hindu College by the

President of the Board of Trustees; and the love and

respeet for Hinduisi, the greatest of living religions,
were sedvlowsly tasght, and vivified the very atnio-
sphere in which the students lived. - For this was boy
and girl parentage denounced, and married studpmf-;

excluded gradeally from one class after ancther in-

the Collegiate school. For this were sub-castes
slowly but steadily ignored, and the broad four castes
respected——with the warning, however, that they too
wonld have to go, unless they were again made a

living power by the restoration of their respective

dharmas. For this the Sanatara Dharma Text Tooks
were written and sent all over the ‘country. For thiy
was Foreign Travel encouraged. For this was Swa-
deshi preached and practised. For this were Indians
“and' Englishmen—ithe Intter carefully sslected and
chosen, from among Theosophists, afrer experience with
a couple of non-Theosophists, for their love of India-—
mixed togerher on equal terms tu the €. B €., min-
gling iv Board, Managing Covunittes and Stsff, in

&

-
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ClARSTOOTT .u;d playgronud,

s
r‘vk% : U;,‘aﬂ with
one single aim—the awakening nf India, the restop-

vanishing ina common love tl]‘d e

ation of pride and self-respect, the vivifying of the
National consclousness, -
Tur Work 18 DoNg. T NAron s Awaks
We enter the second great stage; it would have
hueen a comparatively lmg‘ vne, the stage of construc-
tive cpiticism and planning, bad it not been that the
‘Hfigh (Gods sent the great War o shuke to ils

ern civilisation, to shatier materinlism,

gmi‘ndﬂf““;r\i W
to prove the need of spivitual conceptions for the
enduring of Nations, to es tablizh the supremacy of
Justice, _i{;g}u and Honour over »T_y vanny, Might and
Broken TFaith, to show the Eagt to the West through
Japan and India, fu prove to the British Kmpire and the
world the value of Indian valour, Indian chivalry,
* Tndian Tmperial conseiousmess, Forwith t’:e »\ukmg
wof hers consclousnoss as a Nation has co ne also,
m evitably, the waking of-her consciousness as purt of
" u Federatad Tmspire, and the seuse of her résponarhility
therete. ‘ . :
The pauss in coniroversy nmkes possible and
necessary the work of constructive statesmarnsbip,

Alas ! thas for this one strongest voice and ablest hraiu

hive left us; bmt we fortmnately. know the igeneral

lines along which Mr, okhule #ad prepared his
St breg

sghewe [op Self-Government, For this second stage

we meed neither emotion nor rhetorie, but s.‘;é";az'

Lo
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o exposition, c.’gem argimwnr, weenrate un?lum,g, full
- and free dise mwm, the weigrhtng of each suggestion,

. the cold clear light of repson.  This working out of a
; m]mme of be;i (rm ernment, - feasible m once but open

" the futum is oW nnpm%tne. Lt usabetake
Ouz-seh es to the task, ‘ L1 ‘

o lIs I’HS* mew [me mw I’m: B!::s" ?

The hrut thing te ho done by thuw who desive ta |

Lrlug about Indian Self- frmfﬂ'nnwnr w

alie tine,and to be ready to suggest aprictical scheme |
for it at the end of the War, ix to bry to Form into s

- party people who are agreed on certain main principlex;
to reach this agreement, fall and Froe discussion is
mqwmtwelv necessary and it is the aim of this Paper

. to provoke such ciseussion.”. The diseussion should

Selarify ideak, eliminate deim,m, introduce improve.

“monts, so that, finally, a sufficient number of sensible

~and thuughtkul men may be prepared tojoin themselves

_togethier, in order to work for the embodinent of their

_schemo in legislation,  Nothing le~~s tham this will

"meet the needs of the day. = »

- Yhat Democracy iy the Spirit of fhe A ge none wx!l
den ¥, for the xxg'm of -ity comiug are 8een on every
~gide, Some may be re&dv to admit, as is the writer,
“that the Spirit. of the ;Age is a fa r~reachmg divine
fsghought, vmdlc*ut-mg the trend of Evolution, and that
“this trend is, in the wxdest sotise, an expre«mn of t?he
CWill Of (xOli Of thaf ‘ o

irin ameasur-

K P

Law which moves to Piwhtqum‘bé +F

Which none at kst can turn aside or wtay.

For all who think thus, it hﬁc‘*ummadutv to seck
'fc»“'ihe steady carrent which, bereath all surface
eddies and whirlpools, flows ummm'd mshnlaqxlv
"a‘z-rving with it the Human Race, It ix our wisdom
to *seek. to discover, 0 understand, and e co-operate
mﬂL that forward-gaing stveam, gttaer:zxg our vesasl
with it, not mgainst it, and re-shaping, if necessary,
sour own ideas, o as to &gownh it intelligently aud
xmpzd}v. ‘ ', ' .
But it does not follow thut the way in which
Demoeracy is shaping itsell in ithe West—the * one
man  one vote” unidl the connting of heads—is the

omly form in which {he Spirit. of Democracy may

aubody it-v!f T faet, 4% we study many of the
workings of Demoeracy amam;{ western Nutions, they

appesar to ns a5 warnings rather than as examyples, as
~ways showing us how not to do things, rather than as

effective methods. A system which gives a vote of

rqual weight ro a Gludstone and clodhopper, which

- sends an empty-hended fop to Parlinment rather than

@ nan ripe in years, in knowledge, and in experience;

which is influenced more by & glib tongue than bya = -

weighty argument—such. a system for meking our

Rulers surely canuot b the ne plus wltva of hmnan- |

sgenins, devising the perfaction of Government ¥ :
s it not pmmb}e 0 hme & system in wbtob every
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gnidun@qé’“’c‘wer the things he understands, n winich
khowledge, experience and high character shall be
the credentialy for powsr, and in whick the area over
vhich that power extends shall be proportioned to
tha tit-vmopmeut of these characteristics in. the one
who seeks to wield it ? May not electorates hmbme
smaller, the  qualitigs r*a,rmng the franchise mbre
developed, asx the area over whmh power is wielded
becomes larger, the interests concerned vaster and

more ihterdependent, the ‘problems to be solved morev

complex and farther-reaching? A man may be able
' {0 choose very sensibly a rapl‘%—ns&nt&ﬁve‘ competent o
sdeal with the'swall and simple interests of his village,
“who would be atterly unable to weigh the merits of
- two opposing candid mteéwli«.} wonid have to :ulj‘hdlxca te
ou the eonflicting interests of China, Japan;. Austgalia
aund America; he might not even know thab the Pacific
" wishes the shores of all of them ; nor how the absence

of women emigruuts in & Chinese crowd affects the

reaction of the Chinese labonr on a western eiviliza-

tion ; nor how the stenggle of .capital and labowr is-

handicapped] by a large influx of indentured—i.e.,
slave—Ilabodr; mnor how the eclimate of northern
"Australia . Uniits the possibilities of its successful
oultivation. F .- . ; -

Afschewe wnrm'd’t»m,‘a-nd assentetl to bx the
Nation * would not sin aga@ﬁst the idea of Democracy,
. if it gave more power to knowledge than to ignorance

——provided that education were within the reach of

‘ 7

uhhwd all availnhla capacities for fhe
ral good. It cannot be that the most complex
diffienlt of bmanm*-—-m.c'uptmw the Secience of
Seul-—~the Bcience of Government, should be the
only one in which the opinion of the ignorant should

weigh as much as the opinion of the learned, that the

labour f (overnment must always be unskilled, that
the ap wprentice shall claiin in this alone to do the work

of the cmﬁ:«man, that it shall be the ouh trade which”

'reukle-w as b} the wise sa.nd prudvnt h) th(‘ novice as

by the experienced. Lf allaronnd us there are pnverfv,
disease, misery, crime-—can iguorance discover their
causes, and is selfishness likely to cnre them ? Surely
in this, ax in all else, Knowledge is Power.

t
[

Tae VirLace PancEAYAT

Accepting the general principles laid down abwove,
lot us proceed to work them out into detail, applying
ti;em to a scheme of Self-Government for India.

.. We are to give to each a voice, » share of the power
of guu}dncv over the things he understands, We
must then begin at the l_mttmu, laving cur fonndation
in Universal Soffrage, with the Village in the country
mci the "V\ ard in the town as our anits.  In these—

ra-places of the masses of the people, of the
at’ present inarticulate A»'T‘@,llb‘l 5,000 whom  rests the
whole fabric of Society, who feed us, clothe ux, house

us, make our drains, our roads, our rilways, with the

¥



:ng- muwdes——-m these, everv adtﬁt of "-fullilfl mindfand
free from erune must have his %harv of eontrof, his
voice in the manfwemfmt of affairs.© We may figche
‘ r_iunge of 1w «mtv for tlw feanchise at 21 ~the Indian

. [V
ymnt of, frmczpie Theps dmnh‘i of course, be mna

distinction of sex, the good guidence of the village, 'md‘
“the comfort and prosperity of the whole, heing quite:
S as important to the wemenas to the men.  Moreover,.

the attention of wolten to details, their inborn m}enff

for administr: ation, their keen sense of duty, render
therm particalarly apt to play 't}nmr part in the mlmg;

of the village., Que

il’]g’,' of .f.('(){l.,- of E'Ltlil)éliillgf: ot vdlag“e indu*stries,

. are matters in which their knowledge: and  their,
apitions wonld be most valdable and helpful.  Where
many of them wonld fail w.»...d he i matters which
Anvoke just dealing as ra%ﬁweasn their men-folk and
" the men-folk of other families. That sense is, For e
most purt, a8 much in the West -as in the Kast, found’
'ioulv among the WOmEN who have alre.idy mized a
good deal ip pubhv Iafe, zmrl are jutellec tsmilv evnlv«»d
. beyond their fellows, ) oo :
7 The village electorste w oa *dt.,eu bt me‘of {}niversﬁ{
hl;f"m!:ﬂ and would elect the. Y ilngre Council. :
% The duties of the Vil gv Pam hayat are he-mu'
; i*‘m*aﬂv um’.mul by the'

QWers ﬁ\-‘-l&!z"’d 10 Panchayats
5, W exy .‘-.r‘nnuntmu' and '

ums is oot s’

uf ha!!ltmt—lwl!, wf b(,‘ﬁzvmflger-}f

: \ﬁl
A
“t

o

~ thav. very successfnlly, - ou large lines. Here, in
Madras, we have Forest Panchayats and Co-operative

Panchayats, and it is pm';mwd‘ to have Irrigation
Panchayais.  The principle ig clear, though different
parts of the iwork may be taken up in different areas,
aceording to their several needs, L

The principle is that whatever balongs to the village

" gxelupively should be controlled by the Village Council,
(’while{ where a village institution is a fragment of a

lm-rrer whole, the whole ghould be planned by the
Council in the aren of whose aulhority the whole

“exigts, and the village fragment be assigned to it by

the highet Council, to whom the Village Council
should be responsible for its management of its own
fragment.  Let as take a school as illustration, and
suppose that the educational sc :heme for the Province
should be planned out by the Education Department
of the Provincial Government, and ‘sanctioned by the

" Provincial Parlisment ; it would include Provincial

University or Universities, Colleges, High Schools,
Secondary Schools, Primary Schools, each with its

"' manual teaining institute of similar grade attached to

it, and these having divisions for general manual
training, anfl the closer instruction of the workshops
for those learning s trade as & means of livelihood.
Every village would have its Elementary School, with B
the ‘workshops needed in that particular village for -

" the trudes practised therein ; probably there wauld be
' a Secondary School in every Firka ; at least one High
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School in every Talug, and in mnst Talvgs more than
dne; a College, or more, in eac ‘h, District ; one or more
Umversltles for the Province. But the \_d]'rge Pancha-
s’at would he re%pon"i ble only for its own Elementary

. Se hnol and for seeing that ¢ any promising boy or girl

ahould b sent on to the Firka “mcumiarv School: In~

this the School wo tld be linked on to she 1 larger Yife
beyond the village, but its own control W()uld 1
ouly over its own School, maemg that its share nf the
Provincial edusation was carried out.

The Panchayut would “see -to matiers of sanitation

and hydiene, to wolls and’ n'algatmn to roads, lighting

i

aud tree-planting, fo boumimles and common land, to

- suits and arbitrations. It would represent the village
in the hiring "of ﬂgucultuml machinery and of stud

animals ; the buying in la. rge quantitigs and dlsmbu—‘

tiom, the collection of grain for stotage, the e‘stablwh~ »
“ment of a co-oper: ative store where useful, of a co-oper- ;

ative credit bank; of & club with reading-room. = All
that can be done better by the community. than by the
mdlwdual would gradually pass into its hands,

- Klections should be annual, and the quahﬁoaclonw
an the Paucha: shonld  include, if possible—and it

would soon be posm)le --edm-atlon ab 1ﬂast up.! to the
limit of the primary. - ~ - S

Village ‘heeds wolld thus ‘ha made km)wn, and if
necessary they conld be repreqelﬂea by trhe Panchayat
to & higher authrfrity, The village - would bécame

a.rbxcula.te nurtmgh 11& Pa,n chayat, an& would no longer

m. -

t 2

e the dumb. and oi*mx driven crm?ure which 1 ;
to-day. Aud it would be brought into touch with tlfe
larger life, The Pa nchayat might fuvite locturers,
organise discussions, arrange amuserments, geames, ebe.
All village life would be lifted to a higher level,
widened and enriched by such orgauisation, and each
viltage, further, forming ove of a group of villages,
wpuld realise its unity with othels andethus become
an organ of the la,rger corporate life. o
There is no reason why this organisation of vﬂla.ﬁgea
should not at ente be begun, preferably by legiﬁlat.mn,‘
bjr means of u comprehensive schetme brought into
the Legislative Council. Preferably again, the qohvmn
should be brought .in by Governmeunt, but if nnt by
Government, then by a non-official member, - Tha
creation of Self-Government in' the villages is the’
pressing need, and it lies at the vesy beginning (')_f a%li
Self-Governmant for India. We do not want Self-
GGovernment bv claﬁq-mmﬂlcf ‘ad in the West, but &
Self-Government for social wdl Daiug by ge’ner.ﬂ,
consent &nd- w-opemuon I is the great privilege
of Pritain to he the Power chosen by Providence t‘(‘_
establish Self-Government in India iz a form suited
to the genius of the Nation.. For this, she must take
.counse] with Indians, and help them to formulate and
to carry out the plans of ‘tho wisest and nst far-

" seeing. She: cannnt for ever. icenp # great people in
leading-strings, but she can have ths glory of helpmg

them to form & Se]f-bcverrﬁng community in hn

»
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' the Village, should be elected

12

g T i s N o ]
- Federal Empire, the only form of Bupire consistent
oo with Democracy.

And as she fnlfils this high dutv,
be judged by God and by posterity.
4pumdmu" unit in the towns to the Villagein
¥ i the W amJ. and the Ward Council, like
by Universal Suffrage,
the clectors being over 21 years of age; "and tlése
Ward Conpeils should take -up the smaller towgn
matters, now neglected, becuase the Municipality - is

80 shall she
The cor:

oo heavily “burdensd to. attend to them . properly.

PR

The " Eles mentary School in each Ward should be its
chirgn; &mwugmm and. sanitation generally, and
‘ 1 f'}eﬂvwwvm of the s reotg and lfl-*rmas ;
and mﬂrmtﬂ‘dﬂnne of stands for hire-
vohicles and rest ting

carts, wih warer-broughs for
boraas and ?.ﬁ'}i" the anspeetion of !nnr!-ntvif-z and
nravantion

smat]
~whora so much litigation is
prﬂ\reum-d Ly the appointment of s smell tradesman

of adalterstion; arbitration  in

v

h: N N8 o n ¥
aspies a8 i France

.- a8 8 local judge—inspection of workshaps, wells, ete.
Al these matters wonid 1zdhu-:1uy r«il into the hands

tne WJN umumis. :

: (m‘wns oF :mm "‘“EOO\!) (hum'

'Fim }3"1«1 Btmrdd in the cnnmry and e umclpahfwa

i, towns helow a certain population should give the

HaC uml mda of our Loeal C Coancils, and the electors
‘here  would be the, Vxﬂmge and Ward Counecils

-re‘speuhvely, and au men amcl women  over "o

w

'{ resident in the avea, who had reached a certajn stand-

.

ard of education, pay matriculation, school-leaving,

or equivalent. It weuld be worth while to corisider

whether inall elections 1a which suffrs cm g 1ok vl

versal, proportional representationthould be adopt-

ed, so that minorities as well as majorities s‘nwnd ba
rePresgnted, and that in proportion to rheir shwnvtxz‘
Bappose a 'Lzluq ‘Couneil is to consiss of 30 members ;
it may be divided into 30 electoral areas, sach area

returning one member, aid each elector having ons -

 vote; ih such case, the 30 members may all represent
“one school of"thought, though each in his own area

bas a bare mhajority, and all the 30 mirorities retain

unrepresented. . In proporiional represontation, votin
! A . ¥ :

¢ power is. so diﬁf’f*ﬁ!’mt?d as to aliow the minorities to

“wlab tngether by groupjug ‘the electorzl areas, or by
aﬂowmg a man to \:ute in g‘lll.y area for any ms smifer
within the whole ele(torm‘e. "ihm in a Taluyg
mth its 30 slectoral aréas, these mig ght be gronped
"into six areas each ret m'mng fiva imembors, and each
elactor would have 5 votes which. he ma y give to one’

-

menther, or disiribute’ among the five; the minority -

" put up one candidate, or more, if strong encugh, ard
plump for him or them, Whi’llu the majority seatter
their votes. Another way is tq give sach elector but.
~one vote, allowing bim to vote in any one of the 30

_electoral areas, so that the wninoricy all vote fora
-single member, in whatever part of the Taluq they - -

may hve. Sueh a pls,n 35 far bettﬁr for thﬂ
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rapre«m tation  of minorities “than the forming of

qepara»,e olectorates for a f*wmlred class, a method
which mwmmniv fends to - jem s.(m,“-y and nlustww,
* breeding dm'nzztent and anrest, -

These Couneils of ths second grade would {-ontrrﬁ
Secondary and ITigh Schools, and would have their
model  farms in the country and their technital
institutes in toWwns; they would conirol lighting,
watnr-mm\h’ canals and roads, where this part of

the administration way be assigned to them by the:
District Boards ; where Co-operative Bocietios are not

established, they should hold agricultural machinery

. - - n " v ) " 4
for hiring to villagers, establish grararies for storage,
of grain, deiry-farms with stud balls to be hived to
villagers, breeding-stubles for horses, and generally -

they should organise industry wherever individual
capitalists er Co-operative Societies are not awi,ilu‘i;»le.‘1
This side of their work, however, will e of lnte growtlh,
ns the people find it iov their advantage to act "'
collectively mther than individasally, »

i OUNCILS OF THE THikD (rE{Al!F C ¥

The third grade of Councils w»mé be ‘hktrwtﬁ’i
Board: i the country and Municipalities in towns
over a certain population, and here the electors would :
be the second grade C'onncils, and ali men and women'
resident in the district or town over the age of 30, and,i
educated up to the Intermediate or other equivalens.
standard.  Ail the business which converns the whole-

district or lown Would be mxder their c«:mtmlwrnadﬂ

local railways, coﬂeges-—--agmcultuml mdustrml, ‘ute‘
science, etc.—the asmgnment of the proportion of
loul.l taxation to be raised in mo subdivisions of the

dlstrlct anrl %0 Ol

-

PROVP\CIAL ParrLiamexts
[ ]

The provineial se_heme would end in the Provincial
P’urlia‘mei’xt elected by the Councily of the third
grade, and by all men and women over 35, resident
in the Province, and edlwatet[ t0 the gmdufmte level.
The Provincial Parliament would cantrol the Univer~

‘sities within the Province, and all that affects the

Province as a whole. The Provincial Government
would be a Ministry, responsible to the I'a,rnament
with a Governor appointed hy the Crown, as a link
with the Empire, for a term of yeurs as now, and
representing the Crowu, receiving the resignation of ‘
a Ministry defeated in Parliament, calling on a leader
to form a new Ministry, and so on.

TrE NATIONAL PARLIAMENT

Above all these will be the National Parliament,
with control over all National affairs—army, navy,
railwnys, pbs ‘eustoms, ete., and sending representatives

to the fmperml Parliament, :

I probabie that- representatives of Chambers of

~ Commerce, Landlord .&hsouatxom Universities, and

other large interests may be added to the various
Councils, always by -election by these bodies, but all

&6:53 4
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s need to be worked out in discussion.
) . o , .
The mata pont to establish is. that whatever the

these bt

Council, iz must consist of elected members only, that
all %m,wrmuq Bodies must draw their aunthority from
: and Dber ré’*prmaxhiﬂ to the Councils of which they are
" the Brecutives ;  thus ouly will Self-Government

become a realisy, and the destinies of Indias will b8
the hauds of her own peop}@. RS -

- Qran er,.f&:uo:m !

When we consider the quuhhc wbions c:f members, we -

are, in one sense, on thormy ground, for we have to,
decide whether this should, or should not, be left
wholly ‘te the electorates; should they select their

representatives with complets fresdorn @of
should they select them only from among & vestricted
number of “ eligibles™. It s easy to say roughly’
what should be the qualifications of members, but it is
a'very different thing to say that electors must choose
~men who possess these., We may say that a represent-
“ative shonld ‘be a wman of high moral character,
“else he will be likely to ase his power for per-
“gonal objects instead of for the genernl weal; he
_ghould b a man possessing knowledgze prolmrtumalﬁ
.to the grade of Couneil towhich he seaks election ; he!
ghould be s man of oxperience, shown by his work on-
' some lewnf—g'r'ule Coungil, or other érgunisation, busis
~“pess or philanthropic, in which he has been. befora -
the: public 'eye and has proved his capacity in ;'

Whiiee, op

mimmlsh‘atum his sound judgment, and hm knowledge

of men.  All these are ohviously qualifications which,

men who seek the suffrages of the electors shorid
possess.  We may also go so far a8 tosey that s man
convicted of crime may be deprived of the suffrage
and of his right to become a candidate for any Couneil
as % part of his seutence, either for a term after the
exgiration of the remainder of his sentemce, or for life,

But where resides the anthority to limis the choice
of the electors, alk authér:ity betag dvawn from them ?
They ean limit theiv own’ freedom of choice ; can they
do so wisely? Should they create panels, from which

they mugt elect ¥ There are certuin obvious advantages

in-doing 80, and the disadvaniages are less obvious,
The greater the necessity {or considering them.
Suppose a limit be imposedi on the choice of the
electors, but that they elect a man outside it ¥ Shall
the Council to which he is elected exclnde him? But. ..
thut opens the door to confiicts between the Council
‘and the electorale, and these sud but in one way, ay

_ witness the attempts of the Knglish House of Com-

mons, the strongest elected Chamber in the world, to
exclnde Jolin Wilkes and Charles Bradlaugh. In
both cases, the House withdrew from. its ontennble

_ position, and erased the excluding resolutions as

-destructive of the right of the electors, If there is
to be a panel, it must be limited by conditions definable

in a Law Court, aud these would have to be of -
property, or of service m somé lower-grade Council, or -

L
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the like; a Law Court might exclade for crime, it might
Par a conviet, but it could not Jay down a standard of
character,/ This, the most importaht of all qualifica-
tions, coﬂd only be defined by nega.m os—a candidate
must not be; the real judge of chéracter must be the
olectorate, in all which is vital in the qualification.

This whole matter is one which should be fully #ud
carefully discussed. We are inclined to think that
while there  may be disqualifications enforceable
by legal process, qualiﬁcaTi(ms wust e left to the
judgment of the alectorates. ‘

‘Covrrs of JLSTI(‘E e

The welfare of a Nation largely depends on the
purity and independence of its Courts of Justice. In
the United States  justice ” is notorlously corrupt,
the appointment of Judges resting with the Execu-
tive. In Britain they are notoriously clean, being
independent of Ministries, with the exception of the
Lord Chancellor, and the Courts have stood firm alike
against royal aggression and popular prejudice. All
Judges in Tudia should be independent of the
Executive. The Judges of the High Court are nomin-
ally appointed by the Crown, but they are practically
subject to the Local Grovernments. At one time the
Local Government would even request the Chief
Justice in_ writing to. appoint such and 'm(,h a
Judge to try such and such a cage. This was put
stop to in \iadms Ly Colling, C.J,, who' contemptu.

wously flung down quch 8 note in open (‘ourt.v But

- L

i
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prossure can be put on through a Chiel Jnshce ‘
verbally, znd we have known of such cases in High

Courts ; we doubt if, save in Calcutta; a Judge would

now be found strong enough to resist sach pressure,
illegitimate us it is. The result is, as the leader of
the criminal bar j¢ Lucknow said the other day in the
U, P. Provincial Conference, the confidence of the
If8dian public in British Justice is beginning to be
shaken. The choice of Judges Yes practically in the
hands of the Provincial Governments ; they choose
ductile Civilians for temporary a pp«nntmuxt'a, and
these men, accustomed to prosecate snd convict,

- careless ns to evidence by habit, and guided by their

own prejudices and the wishes of the Local Govern-
ment, of which they have 1)eea the servants through-

out their vficial lives, lower thi prestige of the High

Courts, and undermine the confidence of the public.
These men are, for the most part, in due course
 confirmed,” and thus the appointmens of Judges is
practically more with the Local Government than
with the "Crown, the temporary Judge knowing that
his permanent appointment rests. on the good word
of the Local Government. Civilian methods. are
injurious in High Courts. In Self-Governing India,
‘the independence of Judges mnust be safeguarded.

Way Inoia Negps Srur-GoveRNMENT
. :

“In order to induce people to undertake strenuous and

- long-continued work against powerful vested interests,
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wxdw the wcmu di ﬁwult and dlscnwagmg cm&limns
some stron g motive is nocessary,. Soms of us may be
moved by & loveof Liberty,a SBYI‘;P of human diguity,
. mopr ids in the ‘vinrherﬂaurl, ) Ion.grmg' to see her hold
i up her ‘head simong the Nattons of the world. But
" others of us demand ‘what there is, outside these sen-

timental grounds, which should lead men te work with |

‘nelf-gacr ifice and wrgeney for India’s Relf-Governmeft, =

How will stie be mmi‘ly the better for it ! Will she

#

- Government, so that it is veally « worth wmle ? to-
enter into so'grave astraggle? . 07 e - i
It might be amsweted that, manfor man the f“P{!
~man is worth more than the thrall) He is s ﬁcmng\,r,
firmer; more ‘:,s‘ﬂl,bmlmuw, more anewe*ir’ Jbecause he

feals independent ; as a fact, the dnner sense - of
- dignity and self-reliance innkes hlm, in all m.ﬁer.&l
- aflairs, more offective; it is a real asset in g mans
*‘valug, Bat. guite - apart from this increase of
:‘"t-ha_‘ worth “of the “individual, thers are’ certain
definite  things = which ars absofutely* necossary

o for India’s welfare, and of these we may take fonr
Bs exmmpim rbf many Educatmm Indaatr Imw‘ i

DPolice, ™ 71 Godid

Now the di I?}' ai the atrugg‘e very 1 arga}y hes
 the fach that we bavs to destcoy & mass of vested
tnbareﬂns, wlum the ure:sent owners will. ua.humhv
endeavour to’ dalerd / Yat all costs, The Indian
“ Giovernment offer great prizes to highij,g placed and

gain ilite}.lssct»u:-ﬂi“sf and materially if she wins Self<

: ngerme to Nammai mdlgethou. I T,

21"

D ab!e pelmnh, (11“'..11\3!!1‘1}!8‘& in hngh\h peahtm The

Indian Civil Service is a huge field for the dignitled

and profitable employment of innumerable younger

sons of the aristocracy, and of the clever examinees
frou the middle class and lower ranks of Englixh lite.
The Indian Avuy offers commissions to ambitious.
yhungsters eager to distinguish themselves, and to
take part in a delightfully active lite ontside their -
army  duties, savouring the coming joys of tiger-..
shooting, ng—stmkmg,, and big deer-stalking. - The

" Merchant Service, trade, commerce, planting, enginesr-

ing, mining, etc., give rich openings, always with the -
advantage  of - a white skin weighting the scale,
loadivg the dice in their favour. The Edncational
Service allows  fifth-rate Eunglishman to lord it over.
his elders, infinitely superior to (himself.  Wonld it be |
haman to give up all this without a struggle, to
subunit t6 meet Tndians everywhers on equal terms,
to be reckoned only in terms of waerit and not in terma
of . eolonr? All the official classes must be sannya-
sins in mufti, if they could look at the coming changes
with anything  but strong disapproval, and’' the
-determination to put’ them off to as distant a date ag
possible.  And what more natarally human than to
convinee themselves that the reluctance to the giving
up of the loavesand fishes is due entirely to the bene.

Cvolent fear that they will disagree with the Indian

stomach, accostomed toa plaimer diet, and wrm]d thus '
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Education is a matter—apart frour all questious of

Educational Services, of unfair treatment of Indisns -

throughout these, gf unjust exaltatian of inadequate -
Lnglhhm:en above. th(am——t.ha.t shonld be turned to the
one end of developing high'minded, unselfish, nseful,
self-disciplined citizens for the State, ready to serve ite
- every-ftnction of National life. Such educatidn
-can ottly be planned ont by thoughtful and well-inform-
ed Indians, who have, as their sole aim, the training
-of the good citizen. = Indin’s prosperity, India’s wel- |,
fure, the development of her resources, the utilising of

her natural tteasures, her health, wealth, power, .
organisation-=-all these things shonld shape and guide :

a truly national education, devised hy"a Nation for its

own ends. Education, as we now have it, is intended:

_to .make docile clerks and deferential  small
administrators, to check imtiative “and. dislx‘iumge
originality, to make useful wheels "in the Official

v:mm:hjnery, not virile citizens. Tt encourages the

, second-rate and suspects the first-rate.  Moreover
it only reaches the few, so that after 80 years of it, its
authors sneer at the “iusignificaht minority ¥ of
edacated wen, and point to the massex who have been
left ’by themaelyos to live and die in ignorance, as the’

~ justification for vhe coniinual tutelage of India. In-

forty years Japan has so educated her people that her

. average of literacy is better than that of the United
States, - The iguorance of the masses is one of the
veasons of the need of India for Self-( rm’emment.
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'The goodwill of the British in Indian Education may be
perfect, but they have failed dismally, tested by results.

Tndastries-——what of them ?  Self-Government wonld
meun State encouragement of infant industries,
mssistance in founding new ones anud extending old.
It would mean the working up of raw materials here,
¥herethey are produced, in order to enrich the country,
tnstead of their export, to be rveéturned as finished
products to enrich the foreigner. Ground-nuts wonld
be turned -into uil, cotton into cloth, sugar would be
produced, copra utilised, matches made, bangles turn--
ed out, paper and ink manufactured, to say nothing
of the revival of the old exquisite hand-industries,
ready to perish..  Coal and metals would be mined for
Indian profit, railways built for Indian enrichment.
As manufectures have been fostered in the United
States, in Gerwany -and in Japan by their own
Governments, s> they would be fostered in Iudm it
India had Self-Giovernment.

In Taw, Justice would be administered by Judges
independont  of - the Local Government, drawn
from the Bar vot frota the Civil Service, and the judi-
cial and execative functions would be entirely separat-
ed. The Police would regard themselves as the
servants of the publie, notas a force which is the
weapon of wuthority against the people. Thus
regarding themselves, they would win trust and con-
fidence, and willing and friendly ¢ o-opemhm would

‘replace snspmon and distrust.
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e Tn1A. A ’w,\uo, s
Ht-rt«* we cnme, at Idmt to the bedrock of our claim
H{or "ae»}fmnwmuwnt India is ». Nation, and in
Natiovhood i% included the natural, mherunt, inde~
feasible right to ft«,eli-(mvemuumt.“ No‘one civilised
~ Nation can permanefitly . keep another civilised®
Nation in bondage ; Hgypt is said’to have tried it with

Tsrael, but the results were not encouraging, even |

© . though the civilisation and the wisdom of Egypt were
- _incomparably higher than the

arrogance -that would be intoleralle, were it not so

£

Loarms; <hut out of the higher posts in their own
Carmy  and  pavy; not callowed to volumteer in
defence of their own coasts; the Prime Minister
Cand all his Cabinet Chinesé; the Lord Chancellor a
Chinaman ; alk the higher officers filled by Chinese ;
~all the Fducation w‘haped by Chinese; the money
raised by taxation used. to make strategic railways,
4'w[‘nle Muwhon r&ﬂ star’vpd anrl ﬂm AssAs kﬂ

we of the Hebrews, - The
soclaim of Great Britain to decide when and how far-
India will be “ fit for Self-Govermment ™ is a piece of

naively nnconscivus. Let England think what she
.- wonld feel if, owing tu internal dissensions, the Chinese -
~ had invaded her, and had conguered her with the -
help of a large part of her own population. ~ If, thers-
~after, all the Government of the country were in
“Chinese hands; if they themselves were deprived of

A '

titerate; P‘GA!IHH?IUUHH to il posts iu hnf_f land he}d
in Chivay the taxes on Christians. gsed to pay
ad o eumma(re Buddhist education
and Buddhist propaga nda ; compelled to Tearn Chinese
in order to hold the subordinate offices open bo then ;
looked down upou by the Chinese as an inferior race,

Brddlist priests

and treafed ax foreigners in their own conntry. Wonld
ey be contented * would they nevor aspire towards
freedom  would thece be no “uvrest” i England
under such conditions % j° |

“ Do Indians feel like that?” a Civilian Judge -

once asked me, guite surprised.  « They fuel just like
that,” T answered. Tt never struck me in that way,”
he replied thonghifully.  And that is so. . Tt never
strikes them,  They honestly feel that they ace ralivg
India s wueh better than' Indians eculd rile it.

Nine ihe less does & Nation prefer being even badly
4 by imﬁgf to-being well valed by beonevilent foel

ritl
IEeTs, ‘I\ui«'m"mwr, we linve abuve potnted ont sowme
adveatages of Self-Rale. ’

0 Engtish Nation ! Great and free and pmud Can-t .

wt you sead Canuot you .understand ? Cannot you

*

realise  that ! vour Indian, brothers feel now as you

]

wouald feel theu 7 That to be a stranger iu your own.

countey, an &alien in your own land, with no vights ~ ~
save those given by grace of a Govermuent not your -
ow, your inferiority tuken for granted, your capacities.

weighed in alien scales, aud measured by the wand of
another Nation-—yut eould not bear such a statef such -
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A uurluok ‘[\[ndm. is patient, as 'ynu would :mﬂ he.
" She doee not “want to break the link ; she wants to
- PEMain }w't of the Bwmpire ; but au sqpal port, a Selt-
oy emmg Lommunity, standing on a level with the

'“hv}f-(mwmusg Dominions.  Tsthis passionate longing,

‘sedition ¥ Iy this ineradicable hope, treaxon ¥ You
dare not say so, you who bred Ham pdex,n,vm;(] Sidvey’,
and "M’iltf}n; you whose glory is your Freedonm$
cyou who bowst of your Empire as an Fuapire of the
" Free. Who daved to ask if yeu were fit for free-
dom F {Tharles T asked it. . James IT naked it. Histg'vry
recurds the answer that you gave,

Is India fit for Freedom ? She claimns it as er ].19:511:
You will not say her, Nay. She proves her equality
in “death vu the battle-field. = Will you refuse it when
the peace she has made pessible, broods over your
homes ! Wounld they have been as safe from the
, Geormun, if ladian breasts had not +ormed part of
your shield ? ‘ : RIS

47 Whai does Ivdm wam:’ ‘hh« wants ewmvth*ng
R

‘4 that any other Nation may claim for itself. To be

+

free in India, us the Englishman is free in Englaad.
To ba governed by her mgn wen, freely elected by
“herself. Mo nake nnd break Ministries at her will.
o carry arns; to have her own army, her own navy,
her own volunteers, To levy her own taxes ; fo make
her own budgets ; to educate her own people ; to frri-
gate har own lands; to mine hor own ores; to mirt
her own coin; to be a Sovereign 'Nation within her

B

awi 131 wders, owning the pd.rammmt powvr 0#‘ ﬂle :
Imperial Crown, and sending her sons to the Tmperial
Couveil.  There is nothing to which any man can
aspire in his own land from which the Tndian must be
=hut out here. , ]

A large elaim, you say. Does the Englishman ask
Wss for himself in England ? If yes, what is there
sfrange that an Indian should ask the same for him-
self in India? What is the radical difference between,
them which shonld mpke an Indian econtent to be s .
thrall 1t is not the “angle of vision ” that needs
chauging, It iz the eye, purified from pride and
prejudice, that ean see clearly, and the heart, purged
from zrrogance, that can beat with healthy strokes.

Eugland and India hand-in-hand.  Yes, that is vur

hope, for the world’s sake. ‘But that it may be so,

Justice mast replace inequality ; 5. for India can never
be at rest, till she is free, . /7
. %F .
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