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Letter to tho Right Honorable Sir Charles Trevelyan, K, C. B.
on the Land Tenure. of Tanjoro : shewing alsa that the
Merassi Right in the land is vested in the
Merngsidar and not in the Soveroign.

To.
THE RIGHT HONOQRABLE, ‘
SIR CHARLES TREVELYAN, K. C. B

MAY 1v vLEASE YouR BropLLexcr.

1. When I had the honor of waiting upon your
Excelloncy at Cowbaconum, your Ksxcollenoy was pleased to
inform me that it was your iuteation to jntroduce in tho Dis"-da(%;
of Tanjore u gettloment by which laudéd property might bo
tendered secure, interforenco ot Government Sgrvants with the
Merassidars avoided, aud no just opportunity for augmenting the
Goverumelilt Reveuues lost. Yo'&i‘,;furt'hcr commauded me to
offer my suggestion ou tliowb]qct to the, Collector Mr. Cadell,

2. luving studied : thio: different tenuves provalent in
ludia, and already formed my opinious ws to tho settlement
thut wquldzbqgc'suig tha Q;ipg{ug'(,-Ai‘_'cqwslm;,cos,v, I beg tu take
this opportunity of respéczfully gubwitting to your kxcellency’s
cousideration thy details of my proposed settlemont.

3. Beforo entering however upon tho subject, 1 think
Imust suy o fow words about * Dlgorassi” or the owner-
ship of tho land, in order that I may be, properly uuderstood
in the u,ég;'of the word t.hrogghoub ghia paper.

4. Who is proprietor of tho soil, the Sovercigu or the
Mcerassidar, was o question that for' 'a long timo taxed
the'skill of eminént writers on Indis, bat it bas at Jast been
set at rest by the following aathoritics, which show that the
Moragsidar is the soje proprietor of tho soil, and not tho
Sovereigu, - : -



L]
o “Cultivated land is the property of him who cub

Mindu Low Moun, & away the wood, or who first cleared
aud tilled it.”

“ Land and alavos employed in the onlbivubron of it, a \

man shall neither give away nov sell, even thongh be has
acquired them himself nnless he convene all his sons.”

_ G. “For four months the Magistrato shall not collect
tribute from the subjects, buy shall give them free agency
and endeavour by promoting their satisfaction and content to
cause t.hem to cultivate and improve their lands. During the
remaining 8 months, he shall collect the settied yearly tribute.”
Codo of Geutoo Law by Halhed, Page 58.

7. This theory of proprietorship was always ackoow.

indu Practice. l.e@gcd and enforced by the Hindu Sove-

reigns.
: v

“The Native Governments Have invariably npheld

the Merassi Right, oven when the
1, ' oo d
A. D. Campbell, Esq. created Zemindars.”” { Vido a Paper on
the land Revenue of Indin by A. D.
Campbell, Esq.)

9. This fact can bo clearly ‘proved from the old records
which show that whenever the Rajahs wanted to grant to
charitablo purposes, not only their Bircar share of the predace,
but the right to the soil also, they idva;riab!y bought the latter of

8.

the Memssxdurs

10. Captin Robertson ’s‘la.‘te'é” :ﬂmt" eﬁeh the Peshwa,
Captin Robortson. the Maratta ‘autocrat, onco purchased
this right to the soil of the Merassidars:

11 George Cacmbpe\l Bsq,, obse.xvqs t,hn.t the Vxllago

‘ ommunities found in the North and
G. Cambpell, Esq. South of Indis assyme and possess the

strongest proprietory right to the soil of
which they ave not to bo dispossessed nor have ever been by any

Native Government.

12. Mr. A F Tytler plamly tells us that the Meras-

sidars,’ under every former, Government,

A. F. Tytler, Pknl. whether 'Hindoo or Musselman, have

a.lwnys been esteemed the very soul of tho

estate; ‘thoié vights ‘witl Bé found to have beon respected under

overy arrangement‘ of ‘the Natlvo Princes, however arbitrary or
capticions in other respects.,

13 The Honorable Walter L’lhot in his Minute on

' tHé Eham Commission confirms this

Waltei- Elliot Bsqt. boﬁlﬁon, observing, that the “‘existence of

1 Hach nght can bo proved not only from

the privilegoes still clairted 'hy the Merassidars which we have

used our best endeavours to cancel and destroy, bat from numer-

oug anciané Grawsa of land which récord thiat even the Sovereign

when desiring to appropriate a pieco of land permanently for gbo

site of a tomple or othor brilding, purchased it for so much
mouey from the mhabltants,

- 14, Ib is oftem ulloqu that undor the Mahomodan
Law, the kiog owns the soil, that tho Ma-

The Mahomedan homeden Sovereigns of India fully en-
Low. forced that Law, and tho British Govern-

meént, as suctossors ‘to them, havo

mhonted the’ rnght to the so:l
15. This - appewa to mo to be a fallacy; for it is
stated in Dage 133 Vol. 1. of Wilk's My-
Modena Shauhi Rauz. soro that according to the Mahomedan
Law, « Ipheritance is annexed to pro-
pcr£ ‘and he whio' Tiad tho- MBMG from the land has no property
in Lhe 1and. Henoe "o §s known that the king has no right to
grant tho land which pHys t“buto, but that ho may grant tho

tribute arising from it.”

18. Su- Williom Jones says that ‘ nothing can be
" ynoré cortain than that land rents and
Sir W. Jonea. goodg are,. in thio languago of all Mako-
medan Lawycrs, property aliko alicna-



ble and inheritable.”

17. Mr. Rickards ohseryes that “In the appendix

to Rouse’s Dissertation of the landed pro-
perly of Boogal, a travslation is given of
two Firmanas by the Emperor Anrengze-
, be, addressed to proviocial Devang. In
these the proprictory right of individmals to landed cstates, is

repeatedly mentioned; in one instance the right of a propriator
even ta sell his land is adverted to.” '

. J8 Mr. George Camphell, the author above quoted, adds
his ,tes.txm,ony to the fact that tbc M&I\omedan rulers respoctcd
tho Merassi Rights. For ho states in his Modern India that

Malik Amber, Minister of the great Mogul, revived and cofirmed
the Merassi tonures, -

Mahomedan Pragtice-
—Rickards.

] 19. "I beg to add thnt the British Gévernment and British
ava~ors have alag recopnized and respected the right of Merassi-
dar to the soil, as will be soen from the following nuthorities.

20. Tho supremo court of Madras recognized without

' resctvo the proptietery right of the Mo-
Supreme Conrt rassidars 4o the soil in n decision passed
of Madras, by thém on the 25¢h Beptomber 1806.

21, “The Governorin Couﬁcil praposes that the Ryotwary

’ Settlement:should not be attended with
Madras Govt: any infraction of tho rights of Morassi-
16—12—1817. dar or othert in tho aoil.

22, «“Tt ig partidx‘x}drly necessary to canlion the local

- ' Revenun officers aginat any infraction of
* Board of Revenue individua) rights,whioh the Board observe
Sth January 1818. - that it is tho particular desire of tho

Honorable the Coyrt of Dircctors to up-
hold, :

“ In Tavjur, Merassi vight remained universal throughout

the province and continued g very valuable property. »’
=3, Tho Marqnis of Nastings remarked that tho rights of
the former cultivating proprictors had

cx

Marquis of Uastings. been suffered by tho Regulations to pass
asvay sub silentio, -

24. The only propristors, ggdei';itiy sbeakin’g",‘ hé@_‘élgg vi 1.‘
~ lage Zemindars or Higwahdars (Merassi-
Sir C. Metcalf. dars). Ti\e pretengions of all others are
' _prima facim doubtfu]. . . .

25. “ These pcople, . the village eommnnitios,.“. to he
found in the extreme sonth of Indim, Bro

Mounstuart Klphin- geterally regeyded as nhaal_ute-;pmww-
stone. ‘ - tars of the soil, and are adm)tt?,d where-
e : ever they exiat to have an hereditable and

trangforable intovest in it v ¢ - . 1 A
' 26. He is quoted by Mr. Diykes ns baving said “ 1 wish to
soe tlio usigesdf each coutitry or provinco

Sit: Thonias Mtinro. ' aopted s tho brsts of our Reverue S,y:a-
' " tem,and to protect landed property as” .ve

Cfpd et ‘
coad

27. “It is impossible $hat T'should it in & Civil Conrk and
: . daily. have capses brought before me in
Mr. Tytlor. . which it appears that the up}}ap;?y ryof.s
: | . still cling to_ their property, still i th}(:u'
. proporty | other
necessities digpose of the proporty by sale, m‘o.ttgo_,gp and ot
methods,~—it is impossible that i ghould sge this, aud yet believe
that in this they have po night.” , : ,‘
L. 3 ‘toblk possission ountry, promised
“We too, when we tobk possission of tl.le country, pre
most solemnly to protett them (Merassidars) and f(;r a long
timo wo did support themh, as tbg proﬂne)tbx‘s o'f tl.m lé‘n C
They daily sell the . propristory right, and call it selling
their lands. - S d C .
I we pféserva these ri'ghts,‘ wo }mve vnotl"ning to fgg?. n

28. “J¥n Eogland, & proprietor.of. land who farma it out- to
snother, is genarally snppps!ed.eto ret:;{vs

1 to about one-thir

ilk’s Mysore. as rent, a value equal to o-thir
Willes dyeore of the élﬁdSB produce; this proportion will
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vary in di .
wai:‘:tc;z r?;ﬁerent countrics .accordiug to circumstances ; but
payment of the de o 3}"’ portion- of it which remains, after tho
the Propuictar’s e o Publie, may safely bo dosoribod as
which remai fs ;.?‘m of the produce of his own land : that
charges of ,;ns o him, after defr&fmg all public taxes, and all
the person ?illgement. ‘“_r"*el.'.ev‘el' we_can find this share, and
of erem co:n ﬁ;t ed to recexve.nt..‘him we may, without the risk
ded bo ');ii\ ‘l;y‘g::;::; proprictor ; and if this right has decen-
propriety. Proprists o8 trom his. anoestors, as tho hereditary
bnt « dmﬁﬂimoef r mhy be limited by many othor conditions;
those of communit i ?-m ute as to exalude all claims, cxcepting
the most perf ;yk? ich protests,” conveys a general idea of
mshicbiqmpincie; ¢ ind of property that is consistant with the
in the case of f,’ln,_‘,toa rexu.h;”d'» Bociety : always supposing,
which have been d&nd,. She exigtonca of the proprictor’s sharo
brawhich the exis't?cnhed' Ehere 18 parhaps na single criterion
as by the fact of noo.of Bx.lqb share ig so distinctly ascertained
18 abandant (; o !m?d being saleable, When nnoceupicd land
taxed in pro ;:- s in n'tosq parts ot India,) and all lands are
chasing ths oeloiiise oir valae, w8 do not hear of meu pur-
i3 open to al?’ ldpga o Become tenants ; to obtain that which
give s vmfuat;{: nd even court the acospténce of all : men do not
of purchase gh, consxdgmt{on f"’ a thing of no valuo ; tho fact
® Propristers sy 3 hore is gomething 1o sell, that thero is
heavy as tosf ar0. If tho demand 'of Govérnment beoorie 80
namod the eq oave no such share, the Sovorsigu ning then bo

sing or moro mw:’ . tha. nsnrper, or any other more impo-
is plain that ,g“ f(:‘ erm "’"c‘? castern coyrlesy shall invent. It
of a tenant ; he mrm""ypmgnetor Is rednced to the condition
fathers aﬁd’ﬁhi :y o e fof' & time to the possession of his
which ::rea,ted !’;f,? ba(’bme.“ mny sarvive the exiatence of that
land, it b oo s it : but he is in effect no longer a proprietor of
ealn g i:o Oniar saloable ; thers is no propriotor’s share, tho
a ‘Iﬁesbibnp- abr;el v ffave geased together ; and there is nolonger
eontend for ue oxelnsivo dominian, beednseno porson will

tend for that to which no value is attached.

Rofaro dismissi s
clare dismissing this brauch of the subject, it is worthy

fr -
of romark, that accordivg to tho Roman lawyers tho power of

alienating laud was the criterion of property ; posscssion with-
out such power being described as merely the nsufruct. The in-
ferenoe sppears tpbe irvedistible, that the fact of land being
saleable ascertains the existence of propesty, and that the right
to sell identifios the proprietdt. ¥~ ' ' '

29, “Tho great differsnca between the lands in those
two (Canara snd Malabar) proviaces
Mu. Thaclkery is, that, here it'(the proprietory right in
thosoil) is vested in fudividuals, there in

communities. ”’ » :
30. “A fourth form of joint responsibility found to
: exist in Indin i ‘where each’ individual
Examiuoation of the -is laundlord of & small estate, but has a
Principles and Policy  joint responsibility in discharging tho
of the Governmept of (lovernment assessmenf, and o joing
British Iudia. . interest iu tho ownership of waste or

lapsed lands. ”

81. ¢ Moeratai. right to land sxishs {o Canars, Malabar,

. North Ascot, Bouth Arcot, Chingleput,

My Hodgson. . . Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Dindigal, Madurs,
. _ Ramnad and Tisnevelly.” . ,

32, «The old- Hindoos ‘mcet. assuredly were absolute
N T .. proprictors of, their land, thouith they
Sir V. Jones. . .. called. theii  Sovereigns Lords of the

RETERAEN Eﬂ‘ﬁhr':{ . o

33. 1a the Digfricts to t’,l.;p,Svnthnx& of this peesidency,
o the Morassi Tenuro hes from time
“immemorial been transferable by sale,
gift or otherwise, It is yniversaily tho
case in Tanjore. ‘

!

A. D, Cuuipbell, Esg.

The Zemindar possesses & vahisblo: and often hereditary
contract intevest in the land revenue "of the siate, the
collection of which alone was thus transferved to him, but he
possesses no right whatever Jn the soil itself, which subject, to
the payment of that revenue, Was held in fields exclusively by



the enltivators. !

At Madeas,

indeed tho now possessor of the Zemin-
dary,

exce.pt when he might bealso the head of the villuge,
or ot of its Merassidars, had in fact not a sivgle field to sell.
Kvery field there, had, where saleablo o

. t all, lmmemoriably been
8old by the Merassidars who are the owners of the soil.

The Courts at Madras h

' ave gouerally supported the right
of the cultivator to the soil.

“Tho actual immemorial salo of Merassi ficlds by tho
aultivators exposed  the  absurdity and

Vide As : No. 1L falsity of the Regulation, theory (that

;!}313 ou the Sub Court the aojl belougad to Government who
:10, .Cm“bacm.mm‘— made. the right over to the Zemindars)

s No. 105-184% aud it hag beeu, only in spite of tho local
C\ \'ll Court'

cade, that tho sawe righty have beon
generally presecved from destruction.

3L The right of property ia the land is anequivocally
Fostesea : .recogx_xized in the prescut agricultural
cae. | 1llh&blhnta by descent, purobase or gift.”
35. “DBut it is an ascertained 'fu.c't‘ that there is not a foot
‘ o of land, tn the :leng settlsd Districts of
e R ' . long. JAstrrets o
¢ Riclarda. India that is wot, claimed, and probably
the lnwful_, property of some individual
or of some village community.

Tho bennres discovered-in varlone g i

beyond all dispute, the i B Varlons parts of Iudia, establish

ive right of sellis ds, whose
or ueivo right of selling, Mmortgaging, leasing, bcqucat,hing or

otherwise disposing of their lands, no Hindy Sovereign, Viceroy

v

:;;»t:::ﬂ:wrwlz lin a.»;&hority,ever brought of disputing, that this
aen A : '

able usagt?. L 7.8 hareditary right aud in full foroe and jnvari-

The eristence of private ﬁropcrty in

‘ . the soil, perfectiy
independent of control anq interferenco on t

tho part of the

sovereign, was first discovered in Malabur.

The first mention we find of it, is in a report of Mr. Place.
The term used to express it is Merass or Merassy.

The samo or similar rights wore afterwards traced in
Tanjore, Tinnovelly, Canara, and other Provinces where the
titles to private property in land were ascortained to be as full
and clear, and supported by dceeds moro ancient and probably
more perfect than in Xurope.

The Peninsula of India being for tho most part divided iu-
to villages and village communities, this right is found very
gencrally to exist in three distinct states.

That these proprietors formorly existed, and perhaps uni-
versally in India, therc cannot bo the least doubt.

Morassi ostates aro of various amount and value. In t}m
provinces of Tanjore and Trichinopoly thoy arc found to exisfi
from 4000 acres down to one acre of land. ”

36. “The Vellalars formed large communities of a purely

democratic constisution, aud allegod that

(eorge Camphbell Hisq.  they wero the originators of the demo-

cratic Merassi Tenure in tho South

which is described as cxisting in their villages Wo.rd for .word

as 1 should describo the constitution of 8 Jat or Rajput village

of the present day. They claim and exerciso a very étron‘g.

proprietory right in each village over the whole land, cu.ltwatu:

and uncultivated, and divide the cultivated land in fixec
sharos.”

37. “The ryot cultivating his own (mcaning th? LIC[‘{LSS‘i
dar) has a hereditablo intorest in thesoil

Tornton. his titlo is much more ancient than our
and hag survived through cvery variet:
af change and convulsion, "
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TQ < . .

38 by Some wrrters it Lias been stated that he ryotwar

Sketch of th ' systew is fonnded upon the assurmp-

!y“eu; " oR:va Ix;:u:nr tion that Governmeut is possessed of

>V mtn : .

apparently by a friond tho of'(‘”"’ property 1in the soil and

of 8ir Thomas Munro, way dispose of it at their pleasuve.

. It }5 surprising that such misconceptious should have been
:n ertamjcd, and that Siv Thomas Munro who was distinguished
or sagacity and for comprehensive and liberal views of policy,
and_ who had obtained from the Natives the protecting desig-
nation of Father, should havo becn considered the patron of &
meagure 80 much calculated to have paralyzed industry and to
havo k?Pt the grent mass of people in perpetual bondage and
pauperigm,
" ‘I]n every parb -of the Province wheorein the ryotwary is
»atroduced, the ryot is the complete owner of his land, and sells,

mortgages and alienates it ag I i
. e may think i
mterference from Government. ’ proper without any

_Sir Thomas Munro did not aim at the introduction of any
uew plan, but at the restoration and improvement of that which
he. fozmd to have been the ancient system of the country, the
principal feature in which, wag the settlement with the’pt‘o‘

prictors themselves and the direct collection of the public re-
venue from the proprietors themselvag,

The system meddles not with

occupancy. Its leading principle is
right.

ghts, with tenares or with
» veoognition of proprietory

39. “In Tanjorg thedand is in the bands of proprietors,
J. ¥. Thomas, Eeq.  whore therefore property in the soil has
1ot to bo created but actaally exists. ”

40. “ There is not an acro of land in Southern India which
does not beloug, however much the title
Honoraplo Walter may have been impaired, to a recognized
Blliot. propriotor or wunicipality subject only to

the payment of a land fax.

4
.Aﬂl

ﬁ"‘.‘;.‘J |
The very ideu of a sovereign l;eiipxs;i.lgﬁrptnmn-ietor of all tha
land iu his dowminions is opposed to reason & expevience;
Many of the original titles still survive both in India and

Eogland to demoustrate the fallacy of the assumption. ”

4l. “ Without entering on the question of who is proprie-

wor of the soil, [ wili content myself with

Mr. Wallace. stating that immemorial usage has esta-
blished bothin Tanjore and Trichinopoly,

that the ocoupants, whother distinguished by the names of
Merassidars, or Mahajanums, have the right of selliug, bestow-
iug, devising, and bequesthing their lands in the manuer whish
to them is most agrecable. '

42, I humbly trust that the above extracts will satisfy
your Kxcelleucy that the soil in Iudia belongs to the ryots aud
that their right of proprietorship is called Meerassy.

43, Ifancy I have further proved that Tanjoro is a Mee-
rassi District,

43, Now I beg to add that the Mecrassi right is not limi-
ted to cultivated lauds only, but extends toall sorts of
land and property within the village. A Meerassidar thez:efore,
whether in Tanjore or elsewhere, not only owns his .cultxv‘ated
fields but also the nncultivated; rocky, wet, &c., portions of the
village 1o which these belong.

45. o prove this position 1 beg to be permitted to quote a

few pussages from aathors of unquestionable authority luan.y of
whow have already been referved to, as also extracts from

Government records.

4. “ As regurds this partioular Merassi right, the lands
of every Tamil village may be devided

Board of Revenue, into two distinot kiuds. First not payiog
Sth January 1818. revenue, 2ud, paying reveuue tu Govern-

ment. In the first class are included lat
Porumpoks or lands incapable ot cultivation, aud 2ud Tarus or
Wasto land,
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fr: the second are included all the caltivatod lands in the
Village. The Merassi right extends to all these diffevent des-

criptions of land; but each must be enjoyed according to its
peculiar nature,

The Porumpoke consists of rocks, public ronds, tho beds of
rivers, tanks and water courses, the burial and burning grounds,
Parachary, sites of temples, and sites of houses.

Indeed their (Merassidars) title to erect thejr dwellings on
that, (Nattum) particular spot, and their right to control tho
affairs of the Village Pagodas, and to appropriate the produce
of guarries,’mines or fisheries, aro the chief privileges they
bossess in the Porampoke which is not liuble to any tax.

The Taras or waste land consists chiefly of tracts of Com-
mon on which the Meraasidars graze the cattlo employed hy
them in agriculture, or of jungle in which they cut the firewood
used by them for fuel, and both are held freo from tax.

In all Tamil Villages the Porumpoke, the Tareesce, are
held in common joint property by the wholc of the Merassidars,
each in proportion to his share in the Merassi being entitled to

participate therein. .

When o Merassidar sells his Merassi he transfers to the
purchasers not only his comimon right to participate to thoe
extent of the share he holds in the Pornmpoke, Tarecsee, &,
other colloctive property in the Village, but his individual right
to certain perticular and defined caitivated lands. ”

47. Mr. Hodgson determines the property in noculti.

vated land to bo the right of the
Mr. Hodgson, Merassidars of the Village.

43. “ At one time I was disposed to think that, besides
the name of contractors of Revenne, they, Zemindars, might,
also claim the title uf Tiords of the waste,
but even this right’is indisputably shown
* 1 think the 5th by the able Report* above quoted to Dbe

Report. the corporate property of the township. ”

Wilk's Mraore

49. “The democratic tribes, meaning the Merassidars,
have been mentioned as possessed of

Goorge Campbell, Esq.  much stronger rights. With the'm;gh(;
' whole land of the country was divide

iti im the proprietor-
- 8mong the different communities. They claim prop

ivated
ship not only of the cultivated bat also of the unc?lhlvu e

land, within their limits.

. i
When the communities are so strong, independent am'i ‘tv‘:
organized, thoro can bo no doabt with whom tho proprietory

right rests. ”’

50. “The waste lund is a common pasturago for the cattlo
Mr. Rickards. of the village.

To show the sense which the Natives th?mselveg entertain
of th:i(x)' own right in the commou property |fu tlilze:'ill(l):i(:lotl;;a
Collector (of Tanjore) gives the translation o a]n; s vl
one of the Shares, which ruus a8 follows; I, A, ;00,, o viiase
of C. containing 28 shares, do hex:oby exem:tovm . '.OM o yom
A R “1‘; th;to:svxfo;’;y;h::es gt.lmrein, Ido
iu this village one share ofm o
here:y oxcaxﬁ.e to you this deed of tihe fl:lll ;x;i :i};s;l;l:;)n:]y
oorsof amet Tou h“ingdfl]“tl:xrrog:;i ?: full value thereof,

i u
;::l::: alc(i?)r:il::::f '::‘ :ho ex{ent of th.e ghare no“j“ :ra;:i::i
and sold to you, fally to possess ‘,nd en]oy.'t-t]l.le?ﬂ:rjens,ures, and
islands, water, stone, topes, junsle, ”:wa ,t,hat rises abovo
every ;vell which sinks beneath or ovefry 1o D o fathor
the earth, with every general !.aeneﬁt ol ev asy oo e
oo, through every;,gene]r:t::,;’r ::ti‘lmfho end of time, with

w, vegetation la c ! ) et e
Slu::;‘l{asfolil;erti likowise, of alienation b,); g:;l:;;:i?ith. i‘hus,
or otherwise, and may you enjoy all pr;:s;;e;eglte o, this
ith my fullost approbut o Lo yl Pill;\y village Coneka-
deed of sale which is written by Perama ,

‘l ro-
l this requires nﬂt:he“b € t P
I ”"ly, ang }) s re 1 ﬂtlo" flO"l ﬂll tohe [} he]‘

prietors of the village—signed.

£1. ¢ Meragsi right, whevever it
ol i
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Mr, Eilis. exists, extends certainly to waste lands.

52, This right of the Merassidar to every incli of the soil
in his village is not a nomiual right butone yielding hima
clear landlord’s rent, called Swamy Bogum or Toondavaram.
This varies in different places. 1t is the luss of thig that the
Merassilars represent as an encronchment upov, nay annihila-
tion of, their immemorial Merassi right.”

93. Mz, G. Campbell says that, “ in the first instance they
probably thewselves retained the whole or part of the rent, but
the greater pact of this they bave eventually been obliged to
pay to some Government. They geverally however retain some
margiual portion of it as their profit and for local cxpences
especially, aud whero there were inferior holders, a portion of
the rent levied from them reverts to the superiors. This then
was a much stronger and move decided proprictorship.”

54. In speaking of the North West Provinces, where the
Merassi right is found, the same anthor says, that the Colleotor
‘ taking everything into consideration fixes the nssessment. 1
‘the proprietors object, he hears their objectious; but if these
avail not they must either agree to the terms or give o written
refusal. In the few cases in which all negotiations oud in the
lutter result, tho proprietors are entitied to 10 per cont of tho

Rovenue, and sometiwmes get more aud the villagoe is routed tv
a farmer.”

55.  *“The Board of Revenue, however, apprehending, and

a8 we certainly think, with good reasou,

Court of Directors. that this (the rule that the ryots obsti-

nately refusing to take up rents, must be

given only 10 per cent, instead of his Loondavaram) might be

considered as un invasion of the Merassi rights, werc of opinion

that Government would .not be justified, for the parposo of

giviug general practical effect to any plau of administration, in

reducing the allowance of any Class of Merassidars beyond the

lowest standurd authorized by past experisuce, which 13 stated
to have been /8 of the actual produce.
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In this apinion we entirely noree and we cannot teo
strongly express onr disapprobation that it had been acted upon.”

56, Mvr. J. ', Thomns bears evidence to tha fact that the

Morassidars of Taujore do uot themaelves

J. I'. Thowas, Esq. i)l the lund but enjoy a landlord's rent ;

that the gross produce of the wet land in

Tanjore irrigated by Government works is divided upon an

avernge nenrly nas follows; 50 percent the Government tax; 25

per cent. Charges of Cnltivation or an an allowance to the

actual cultivator; 12 per cent. Village cesses; and 13 per cont.

Movassidar's rent. & that the Merassi is a Tenure which allows
a proprietor’s rent as well us Government tax.

57. The Borad of Mevenune in their Minute dated the Sth

January 1818 observe that * from the

Board of Reveuue. numerous deeda of sale still extant,

thronghout the Southern provinces,

there js no donbt that at one time Merasai wang universally o

saleable and transferable property, nnd that the Mernssidars

every where enjoyed & Poondaveram or clear landlord’s rent

from all the lands cnltivated by their Payacari tenants, and

both a landlord’s vent and farmera profit, from the lands which
were cultivated by their own labourers or slaves. "’

58. Mr. Harris, o late Colizctor ¢f Tanjore, estimates the
Merassidar's Toondavaram at somewhat

Mr. Haris. leas than 25 per cent.

59. Mr. Wilks in his History of Mysore observes that the
Merassidars have clear, ample snd un.
Mr. Wilks, - questioned proprietor’s share, amonuting,
according to the sawe authority to the
respectable proportion of 27 per ceut. of the gross produce, a
larger rent than remains to an English proprietor of land who
had tithes and land tax to pay, even before the establishment of
the revenue tax.

60. Mr. Hodgson in his report on Tinnevelly estimates
the Toondavaram at 13 }- per cent. of

Mr. Hodgson. tho gross produce.
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Gl Farther, the Mecrassi vight is
not perishable and has been beld as
such even by the British Government.

Non-perishability of
the Meras

62. In the North West Provinces, it is a rule ““ that when
& Meerassidar leaves bis kists in arrears,
the Collector lets 1he estate tem porarily
to a farmer, the vights of the proprietor
being in abeyance till better times, but not extinguished.

Mr. Campbell.

63. M. Thornton says that* the right of the ryot appears

a8 expressed by one witness to be the
greatest right in the Country and a right
which never seems to die.

Mr, Thornton,

“ He may quit his Jand forany period of time and tho
cultivation may be assumed by others, but if he or his heir
return and reclaim the land, he has ouly to come to a com-
promise with the party in possession for the value of the crop

on the ground, and his inheritance is restored to him imme-
diately. "

64. This characteristic of the Merassi appears to have
been  recognized hy the Legislative
Council of Iadia; for a few months ago
Mr. TLieget moved intha Council the
adoption of the Report of the select Committee on the Bill to
limit the period within whichk a Merassidar may assert his

claim to lands which he may have abandoned or for which he
tmay bave failed to pay assessment.

Legislative Conncil,

65. Mr. Ellis observes that the Merassi right is not
forfeited by the discontinuance of col-
lection for a single year or any longer
period during the life of the Mcrassidar,
his son or his grandson.

$6. The late Honorable Court of
Tho Court of Directors.  Directors have copdemned jn the

Madras Revenuo Sc-  strongest languago possible the pro-
lections, Vol, L. posal of the Madras Govorument to

Mr. Eilis.
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Letter to Madrae give land'in Tanjore to others than the
Government, Anguat Merassidars when they do not come
1804, Navembor 1803. to terms with Government as to as-
seament.

67. Having thua shown what the Merassi or th'e owner-
ship of tho Iand is, Inow beg to proceed to the details of the
sgttlement ahove alluded to.

-

68. Tt appears to me to be impossible to make -.rules thiff
can be applicable to all parts of tho District of ’I‘au;mm, for 1
consists of two grand divisions essantially differing in nlm,rnn'ter
namely, the irrigated and tho mon irrigated, the first lying
hetween the rivers Coloroon and the Vennar, and the other to
the south of the last mentioned river.

T wonld therefore proposo different sets of rules for each
of these divisions.

The maximum amount of Revenue which conld bo (:,oﬂected
has boen brought to acconnt in the 1st Divim'on,_rmd it xs.theraf-
foro useless to expect any addition to it by tho introduction ]0
any new gottlament. Thero is not in it mneh waste that.mnyf)e
recovered, what little thera is being indisnensably required for
grazing oattle, &e. T wonld theyeforo propose,

i e in R
1st. To clearly ascertain what portion ?f any wn,;fe ux" o
village might without inconvenionco to tho villagers be broug

under cultivation.

90d. To find ont the Tarnm assessment thoreof or fix one
on it from that of the ncighbouring fields.

%ed. To add this o tho Jamabundy amonnt and m'imko tho
sam thug obtained the maximum amount of tax that the Govern-
ment would always damand of tho ryots, allowing, at the samo
time, in particular cases, such deduction from the amount so
added as the well heing of the ryots may appear absolutely to

demand.

4th, To apportion bhis settled amount among the soveral
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Punjoos or shares of the village, and thus determine what cach
ryob will have to pay,

5th, To give the ryots distinctly to understand by procla-
mation that no remission will be granted them except in seasons
of very extraordinary distress, but assuring' them at the same
time that they might enjoy untaxed the benefit of any improve-
ment they may effect in their holdings, whether it be the
conversion of one crop land into two crop, of dry into wetor tho
like, except where such improvement is directly owing to
important hydraulic works executed by the Government, in
which case an additional water tax might be levied.

It may perbaps be objected that the last mentioned rnle
will deprive the Government of any legitimate increase of
revenue. But I believe that the 1oss the Governmont may thiere-
by sustain will be more than counterbalanced by the saving that
would result from the romoval of that host of officors who are
now paid to watch cultivation, the encroachmont of web and dry
land, of two crop on one crop, &c. Aud even supposing this
not to be-the case, What is the sacrifice of revenue that the
proposition involves but as the dust in the balance compared
with the numerous and important advantages that will flow
from it—the improvement in the condition of the land which
would add to the stability of the Revenue, the removal of every
baneful interference with the ryots, the creation of a respectable
and independent body of Land-lords the great supporters of

Government, and the development of tho resources of the coun- .

try resulting from the vigorous stimulus which would thus be
administered to industry.

As regards the Second division I wonld be more liberal,
Lands under this section depend entirely upon rain for cultiva-
tion, and not ¢ven in a single year has the full demand on a
village ever been collected in this District. Large tracts havo
been waste from time immemorial, The soil T think is fit for
more planting trees than for any thing else,

¥ have reason to believe that there were more topes o
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groups of trees on thig land than that may be seen now, gnd'
attribute the decay oﬁhe plantations to the eystemr of taxing

trees introduced by our Government.

I would propose that these lands be also completely and for
W¥er mado over to the ryots for o fixed smount of Revenue—
which should be the average of the collections of the last 20
years with an addition varying with the ratio of extent of
culturable waste to that of the cultivated Jand acoording to the
following scale. .

PERCENTAGE 10 BE ADDED TO

RATIO OF CULTURADLE WASTE rie AvErAqE CoLLECTION
T0 CutTivatep Lanp or 29 Yrags.
Exceeding 2..40
Botweeu 1 & 2 30

l lcoc.l!l'l!'l-‘0)'.0'.!-.”"!’.0!2()

Between 1 & ;..10

Less than TR PPPPIPPRE .

2

The assessment thus fixed would be distr,ibnted upcfn the
registered proprietors either according to _then' sh.nre§ in f,h]:
village or according to the oxtent of their holdipgn eac
vi]lage.

1 would apply the 5th Rale for the .Iut D'ixfi?ion equally tto
lands in the 2nd, but would not force this condition of‘f:he ryots
who will be allowed the option of either agreeing to this mtbtl,e :
ment or coming to an understanding with f}avemmen.t a :
what extent they would wish to keep on which no remission 0
any account should éver be allowed.

3’ I am confident that the ryots will heartily agreo to the

b proposed arrangement provided it is not forced on them, -and
that if the carrying ont of this scheme bc.a entrusted to 'eﬂic.lc.mt
and jadicious hands, it can bo effected with perfoct satisfaction
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to the people aud to the Government.

In concludion I beg to assure your Excellency that my pro-
posal if ordered to be carred out would not tend to lower
Government revenue, would make it cartain and perman
would make the land-lords wesalthy and independert and
great assistance to Government.

. How delighted I am to find that the people of this conntry
now enjoy the nrivilage of freely submitting their views, insigni-
ficant as the individnals may be, to the Head of this Govern-
ment whose enlightened views, never failing courtesy, and

unprocedented activity have no example in the annals of the
Madras Presidency.

Whenee do we enjoy such rights ? From the happy circam-
stance of this onea famous country falling under the Govern-
ment of the Britiah constitution, a noble fahrie, as was obhgerved
bv our late Advocate General Mr. George Norton, raised by the
Iabor of many centuries, the pride of our nation and the envy
of our neighbonrs. " ‘1

That this conntry may for ever rzmmn under the protection
of this constitution, and that our b loved Sovereign may live
long and exercise sway over these wifle domains diffusing happi-

nemy and prosperity all over her boundless Empu e, is the fervent
prayer of »

Your Excellency’s most obedient and humble and greatly
obliged Servant '

- "R._,RACIOONATH ROW,

Deputy Collector of Tanjore.
COOMBACONUY,
st June 1860. }

Galle 27th June 1860.
67. My Diar Sik,

Accept my thanks for your interesting aud intelligent
Pamphlet several copics of which you were so kind as to send

no$ then time to acknow-
irely agree with you. Where
st I would do all I could to
here it does mot exist every
to create it. I see no objection
y you for the completion of the
Tanjore. But I will not enter upon
ss in the honorable duty which has
in North Arcot and Cuddapah and
remembered to your Brother Hari Row.’

I Remain
Very kindly yours
C. TREVELYAN.
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