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- yogin Janaka was

. Kembsn would have itt

RAJAJI'S RAMAYANA

With Grateful ascknowledgements to the author {late)
C. Rsjagopalachari and publishers .
Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay

Chapters 1V & \ appeared in our issue
dt. 5-4-96 & 20-4-96

| Chapter-VI-Seeta

JANAKA, king of Mithila, was an ideal ruler. He was a much-
revered {riend of Dasaratha who when he planned his yaaga tor
progeny sent not mere messengers but ministers to Mithita to
invite King Janaka. ‘

Janaka was not only a brave king but was as well versep
{n tha Saastras and Vedas as any rishi and was the beloved pupll
of Yasjnavalkya whase exposition of Brahmajnaana to him is the
substance ot the Brihadaaranyakopsnishad. In the Bhagavad Gita,
Sri Krishna cites Janaka as an [tlustrious example of the Karma
thus woithy to ba the tather of Seeta who was
Vishnu come down on Earth in human form,

ng a yaaga, Janaka atone time ploughed
1 this was done by his own hand.

cleared and levelled, Jansks saw
beautiful. Janaka was childless and
ddess Eaith’s gift to him. .

Taking the child in his srms he went 1o his beloved wife’

and said: ' Here is treasure for us. | found this child on ths
yeaga site end we shall make it our own.’” And she joytully

consented.

The beauty of the goddess
fulness. but we get glimpses o

to be the wife of

Desirous of performi
the chosen site As usua

As the field was being’
among shrubs a baby divinely
accepted the infant as the.go

Earth mertal eyes cannot see in its
f it as we gaze with gratetul bearts

on the emerald green of golden ripeness of spring-tide or autumn

figlds, or with awe and edoration on the gloties of.moumain and
valley. tivers and ocean. This loveliness was Seeta in its entirety.
hat Seeta’s beauty threw into the shade

Lekshmi herself who came up with Nectar as the Ocesn ot Milk
was baing churnsd. . This chiid of divine beauty was brought up
by King Janaka and his dear queen -

When Seeta reached the age of marrisge Janaka was sed
that he would have to part with het, - Though he tried hatd he
was for long unable to choosé a prince worthy of:Seeta. Msny
kings came to Mithila. seeking Seeta’s hand, but in Janaka’'s view
none of them was good enough. The King snxiously thought over

to a declsion. . : .

the matter and came



Long aqo .
presented ?o 'h‘?:,?af:{"f,w!"' 2 yeaga performed by Janaka, Varuns
aacient heavenly p udia’s bow and two quivers. That was 8N

is was kept g '?_w which no orainary man could even move.
very exceptionalv Im as an honoured heir-loom. Since only 8
issued this pruclman could be considsred worthy of Seeta Janaka
marrlage to the ;ﬂﬁé’f%ﬁf&eﬁaﬁf{mﬁ Josghter, wiil be glven 1
Slva which Varuna gave me and to n::g grt\t?erst‘[ing the bow of

M
any princes who had heard of Seeta's beauty, went to

Mithila ont .
condition. y to return disappointed. None could fulfil the

ceodli-:g l')g \‘aist\aria.amltr_a. the rishis from Siddhaashrama were pro-

The aoinu] 1a, with bullock carts transporting their luggage.

View nals and the birds in the sashrama set cut to {ollow
aamitra, but he gently bade them stay behind.

It was avening when the i
v reached the river Sona. Thera the
rested for tha night, Viswaamitra recountirg to Reama and LakshY

‘mana the history of the placea Gstting up in the moarning, they .

continued their journey and crossed another ri
tiver
and by noon they wete et the Ganga » ot very deep.

They bathed in the holy rwer and the rishi

A . ' tishis made ions ;

to thair .faabaars They improvised an sashrama there.lu:;'r?;lfn?:é

{?_eu pujas ang cooked their food, Meal over, they sat round
iswaamitra who, -at the request ot th i

of the Ganga. ‘ ] gwo p{lnces. told the story

. Himavaan, king of modntains énd his spou
pouse, Manorama
;wo dsughters ot whom Ganga was the elder Hlmavaan'szan(:
der Ito "lmh la':td of the Devas in response to their request end she
welt with them. Uma, the younger, won the favour of Si
became his spouse. : ‘ o Siva and

. Sagara. s tormar King of Ayodhya
With his two wives, Kesini and VSum:ti t?:dwggts;)on i—:(i" long.
end performed tapss. Sage Bhrigu. pleased with the kin rrg?a!aya
him and said: °“You will get a number of childreng’andess?ﬂ
acquire undying fame One of your wives will give birth tOWI
only son, and through him your linesge will be continued an
other queen will bear sixty thousand strong armed sons.*’ The

Sagara’s wives bowed low before the sage b
one of them woult:i get an only son and whishgth:ns(i{::’‘ﬂ(ter?ovw"ch
children. Ssge Bhrigu asked each of them theijr owu:x :iesireusand

Keslni said she would be satisfied with one son .
continue the line; Sumati chose the other ane,nati\“”‘;tlo‘.vg’eulg

$0,"'’ said the s&ge.
‘ 8

Satisfied, the king and his wives took leave of the sage and
returned to Ayodhya. In course of time, Asamanjas was born
to Kesini; Sumati gave biith to @ fissiparous mass which divided
out into sixty thousand babies. This ermy of children was wall

taken care of by nurses

Years rolled by:; and while tha sixty thousand grew Into
strong. handsoms princes Asamanjas turned out to be a cruel
{unatic. He indulgad in the pastime of. throwing little children
into the river and laughed merrily as they struggled end died.

Naturally people hated this maniac and banished him from
the country. To the great reliaf of all, ‘Asamanjas' son, Amsu-
msan, was the oppasite of his father and was a brave. virtuous

and amiable prince.

King Sagaia launched a great horse sacrilica and princs
Amsumean was in charge of the sacriticial horse, but Indra, in
the guise of a Raakshasa managed to carry off the animal, The
Davas regsrded yaagas by mortals as a chsllengs to thelr supetrio-
rity., and lost no opportunity of throwing obstacles in their way.
If, however, all obstruction was overcome and the yaaga was
completed they accepted offerings made to them And then hs
who performed the yaaga got dus reward. .

The king was greatly upset when he heard that the sacrificial
horse was stolen He sent out the sixty thousand sons of Sumati
to go in search of the animal all over the earth and to spare no

pains to retrieve it. : , |
* The loss of tha horse.” he impressed on them, ‘not only
means obstiuction to the yaaga; It casts sin and ignominy on sil,
concerned. You should, therefore. .recover the horse, wherevet
it may be kept hidden.”’ o » B
Eagerly the sons of Sagara proceedsd to sesrch the entire
earth. but the horse was nowhere to ba found. They even started
digging the earth as for buried treasure, and in their anxiely
respected neither place nor person and only succeeded in earning
the hatred of all they met. The horse was not to be found; and
when they reported their failure to the King, be bade them
ransack ths nether world also , -
The princes did as they were told and in paataala they saw
the horse grazing in a coner ot an aashrama not fer from tne
place where Sag2 Kapila who was Vishnu sat in meditation,
The princes at once jumped to the conclusion that they had
not only found the stolen horsé but the thiet elso, and they zus{w'e.d
on Kepila shouting. ““Here is the thief pretending 1o be a yogl.
i i i ' j housand
Kapila thus disturbed opened his eyes and the sixty t :
Drlncaspware reducad to a hsap of ashes. Indra. the real thiet,
had artfully leit the hotse here with this very intent.
| (to be continued)
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