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To BE OR
NoT ToBe

L4 - -

{Inaugural address of Dr. Balram dJakhar, Speaker,
LoK Sabha, who inaugurated the first Conference of
Tamil Nadu Legistators on  problems of population and
Development, held at Rajaji Hall, Madras on 30.8-1981)

Honourab!e Chief Minister Mr. M, 6. Rama-
chatdran, Hon. Mr. Rajaram, Speaker, Tamilnadu
Legisiative Assembly, Hon. Dr. Hande, Healls
Minster, Hon. Mr, Muthuswamy, Transpart Minister,
Mr. Haja Shareef, Leader of the Congress Party,

. Ladies and Gentleman, ‘Vanakkam'.

} am very happy to be here to meet my bro-
thers and sisters to day. it gives me great pleasure

«=t0 see that very sincere and successtul ettorts are

being made to promote family wejtare programme.
It is heartening to note that awareness amongst the
masses is being created by seeking people’s co-
operation. A planned thing is always batter—much
more a planned family. The co-operation and
concerted offoris is sure to bring increasing suc-
cess to the enlightened people of Tamilnadu who
have risen to the occasion and caught the bull
by the horn. But | felt sorry when Mr. Rajaram cef-

" erred to the disincentive offered to ths Tamilnadu

Government by culting down iwo seals of Parli-
ament. This should have been more, instead of cut-
ting down and { hope that in future-at least bettet
late than never — those States who multiply their
number should be given some punishment. |
.congratulate al! those engaged in this stupandous
tasi€ of nation building and expect that these efforts
will continue with greater zeal and vigour to biing
the growth of population to a normal level. Some
perceptive States have established that with
the present growth rate the world population might
double by the end of this century. That will be
catastrophic. Here is question ‘to be or not tie',
it is for you to ¥ind an answer. | think our poster-
ity will ask “whether our leaders, fore fathers, and
projectors did not have the capacity to think of
us”. ket us face the quest'an ‘to be or not to be'.
Take the quastion. The direct effect will be that
financial outlays on social services tike education,
health, housing, water supply, efc., will immensely
increase thereby creating severe budgetary cons-
' traints. May | pose a qusstion. There might be
somebody who da not Jove children as such, they
are just {ike flowers. {tis only when they . grow

| Dr.BALRAM JAKHAR

Speaker, Lok sabha.

up in our shadow that they imbibe what might be
not liked by the people. But as jong as they are
kids they are loved. Now they are ill-equipped,
ill-educated, undernourished and under-clothed.
So, they should have better education, better
medicai facilities, batter housing, better clothing,
better health. We must have a world to be proud
of or rejoiced but not to be scorn. That can  only
be done if wo have the guts to face the situation
and come up with the right answer at the right
fime. Under such conditions you can. visualise the

fate of the posterity. Nothing casts a darker sha-

dow on the future of mankind than a phenomina of
population explosion. The history of economic
development of the advanced nations and the app-
alling conditions in which the people of the dav-
loping and the under-developed countries are live
ing, corraborates the dictum that the - population
and development are co-related and inter Con-
nected. Un checked growth of populationis a
positive and sure blockade for development. It
should, therefore, be our aim to see that this
blockade is removed. :

. With limited land and inadequate resources at
our disposal it would be difficult for us to cope up
with the problems arising out of  swelling popul-
ation. This worldwide phenomina has come to
stay as one of the major causes of the yawning
gap between the rich and the poor everywhere.
The under-developed and thedeveloping countries
like India are one of the worst aifected areas.
The cnormity of the problem can be gauged from
the simple fact that we are adding to our population
—one Australia avery year, one United States every
15 years and one Soviet Union every 20 years.

The provisional results of the latest  census
operations have placzd india’s population at 683
milions, Between the period 1951—81 about 322
millions have been added to India's  population.
This has eroded e expected gains from the
planned economic growth during these 30 years,
The sixth plan document is replete with data in-
dicating the fact oi alarming population growth.
The latest economic sutvey reveals that the Gross
Nztional Product has been growing at the rate of
3.6./. during 1950 ~8Q as compared 1.34./. during
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- dangers. - | feel that motivation for

- the period 1900--1950.

itis undoubtedly a great
acheivement for the country to be ranked tenth in
industrial preduction and fourth largest grain pro-

ducer in the world. These, however, have fo be
viewed against the back ground that the population
growth raté over 2+/, has considerably eroded the
per capita Gross National Product. :

Our land area is less than 24+/* of the world's
total land area but we have more than 15-/. of the
world’s population. What a contrast ?

How can thus, we catch up with the develo-
ping nations? Could you imagine the level of our
prosperity today if we could have checked norms,
growth of population over these years. We could
have been amongst the most prosperous and
developed nations of the world if we could have
checked unbalanced growth of population | say
with all emphasis at my command that those who
denounced Family Planning efforts, for narrow
selfish ends did a great dis-service to the poor
and down-trodden in particular and the country
in general.

The Sixth Plan rightly reiterated the Govern-
ment's resolve to implement the ‘Family Planning
Progammes on a voluntary basis. Itis sought to

. interwecve it into the entire fabric of developmental

effort. This is important because higher life ex-
pectancy, increased literacy and better standards
of living exert a definite influence on the rate of
popuation. This has been the experience of the
developed countries which have passed from high
birth and death rates to low one. The probiems
ot excessive population can no doubt .he solved
through legislative measures, but legisiation is
neither social education nor a substitute for moti-
vated public opinion to highlight the impending
population

control must emanate from the people themselves
because it is basically their interest which is invol-
ved. Motivation for active participation in family
welfare programymes which is our national policy
should be by persuasion.
lators, political and social workers and voluntary
organisations v:ho feel the pulse of the people-
can play a pivotal-persuasive Mmeasures urging the
people’s to voluntarily accept small families as a
norm for the future when emanating from the peo-

plesrepresentatives, with all sincerity of purpose, .

) repeat SINCERITY OF PURPOSE, will surely
have the desired results. Here lies the happiness
and_ salvation of masses of this poor country
having rich heritage of moral values.

We must, therefore, make vigorous efforts to
promote Family Planning for ensuring a decisive-
declinein fertility, This important matter was debat-
ted in Parliament also. | am glad to say that all
sections of the House rightly visualisea the grad-
vity of impending dangers of population grdwth.
| feel that there should be national  consensus
on a such vital issue. Thisis possible only when
all the political parties sincerely strike and work for
it. 1 would like such an atmosphere to be cre—
ated all over the country, that not a solitary dig—
senting voice heard against the Family Welfare
Programme. Then and then alone we can give
some positive form and meaning to the hopes
and aspirations of coming generation. Otherwise
we shail be doing unimaginable harm and a great
dis—service to the nation ‘as a whole besides
playing havoc with posterity. Realistic national
programmes for the people, and by the people,
should come up and be sincerely implemented at
all levels. With these words | wouid like to wish

you ﬁ" succ2ss-in your mission. Thank you veyy .,
much.

N ——
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And, in this the legis: .

- Problems of Population and Deviopment held on 30-8-1931
- at Rajaji Hall, Madras) .

;%tili/yufélf’qre Bogrammess
An Inlyinsie Port of ooy
Ttal Development

Thiru . BAT PAQL MITTAL MP,

Chair man., Indian Association of Pp‘;ﬁmman:”&‘- aD:sz of
ty affiliations, in the 6utstapding challenge of
{)haer glarming |rise in Population in _Indna: This As-
sociation works in close co-operation with UNFPA,
an agency of the United Nations and aims to mobi-
lise the masses of our people throuh thter:r velect:ﬁ
| ‘ ‘ i Jutarily accepting the ' sm
H ker of Lok Sabha, Honour- g representatives,to vo _ 1
able C?w?&grnﬁ?r:ﬁstg?e}ion’ble Speaker, Tamil Nadu %famlly norm to sustatt‘n t‘_lj_e ct‘uﬁgtti):):;l hcug:‘a;re\relrn‘f:é
Legislafve Assembly, Hon'ble Health Minister, As you all knowl,t ? "Sin ational Conference
Leaders of Opposition Parties and Groups, legis- - of the JAPPD took p aced L olew Dothl, on 25th
lators from Tamil Nadu, Members of the Indian May 1981, It was.gu(; %oo Sortune that this con-
Association of Parliamentarians for Problems of ference was preﬁ( e . y yd Pr?me Aol and Wwas
Population and Development, distinguished guests ;ngygugatﬁghibyt:ess g?en:;nce e Minis: w'as -
[riends and colleagues : n?egs?ure of the importance that the Goverament
S )

S peech delivered by Thiru Sat Paul Mittal, M. P.
in th(e ?-'irst Conference of Tami! Nadu Legislators on

Minister, who is the highest level (and the people

occasion of the first State-level Conference of the in genaral') accord to the. family  planning pro.

Indian Association of Parliamentarian for Problems

of Population and Development in the historic city gramme, {n her speech Sh(: hig?léﬁhte%:g rapn?:r::
' of Madras. This city is steeped in sweetness and cular, the natlorr‘)al c(;tgrascse.r of the g
light. It has the best of the:rich Indian culture and | quote from her address:

it has made notable contribution to the nation's . is talk of the desirability of a national
sperity. We have today gathered There is alk of “ )
yeigc?otgxzr?nso%gn?ug yto ‘avital movement in consensus on ghasic problems. - If thereis any

which the State of Tamil Nadu has given the lead one issue on which a national consensus is most

to many other States. | am reffering to the _pro- urgent, surely it is family planning.
gramme of population control in all it's dsmensnon.s,
in particular in the context of improving the quatity

of life of our people. ‘

| am glad that some leaders of political parties
as well as major figures in this fizid of nati-
onal life have recently endorsed a statement
on the importance ot a national consensus on family
planning We are always rteceptwl;e tofnew ldeals
i i - i . t us get together for consui.
ngagements, spared the time to inaug- and suggestions. Le t .

¥gtl:art,i:?sa ‘go%fgrgnce. lampequally indebted to the tations. Can we not agree c')]n mcentn;etsr,' bancti
Hon’ble Chiet Minister who has so graciously disin{:ent";/pi,ton eff;cttl}\}lg :go:ggs ?ntakee tlemsis

‘ ide over the conference. | am gra- way in which to reac P ?
?e%ele?ot(;hgresz‘e:ker of Tamil Nadu Assembiy who oppo:tunltty tofurg_le alglgg::it;'cgal »a%zrvt;es sa:gt ig::(:l

i eed to jointly convene this Con- ups to place family plan

:‘l:rgn;iailrlvxe’jatgrdeﬁver jthe yvaledictory address. politics and. to recognise it as one of our foremost
Dr. H. V. Hande, the Health Minister of Tamit Nadu, national priorities, demand;ng the who]ehqarte_d
ha.s ail a'long been extending to us full cooperation. allegiance and cooperation of all. fPopulataorlrlns
To you, all fellow delegates, | extend a hearty a hqma"n problem, it is an lssu‘e of the gua ity
welcome. of life.

} am extremelg} grateful to you, Hono_urab)e
Speaker, Lok Sabha, that you have in the midst of

iation i ! f 1ok Sabha, Dr.
i ociation is a non-party vofuntary or- The Hon'ble Speaker 0 '
gani:aht'if)r‘:\svihich endevours to involve interested Balram dakhar, presided over'the N;aw Delhfl Ct?;n-
Parliamentarians. Here it means all elected repre- ference, His presence, at this con efre'?ce urther
sentatatives right from the National level to the strengthened the al.-pqrty charact.er ot the progra-
grass routes of the village level. cutting across mme. | quote from his address :

} offer to you my sincere greetings on the of India at the highest level and here the Chief -
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- (Speech made-by--Br. "H. V. Hande, Hon’'ble Minister

- forHealth, Governmentof Tamil Nadu at the 7-th Confe-

rence of the Centra!l Council of Health and the Central
Family Welfare Council at New Delhi)

Mr. Chairman and my distinguished colleagues
and ladie s and gentiemen.

The process of implementation of the National
commitment of Health for AIll by the year 2000
A. D. will have to proceed with speed and vigour
and progress monitered from time to time. Monito-
ring groups consisting of administrators, public
health -and medical experts of the Central and
State organisations may be constituted to periodi-
cally review the progress in the mode of Health and
Family Welfare.

The task between health human development
and economic development is wellknown. Desira-
ble objectives under Health Policy have been indi-
cated. To bring all these within the realm of the
possible massive financial and other inputs are
required. If there isa constraint on resources
then it will be desirable to invest in the schemes
with higher priority with maximum -returns in terms
of better health. This conference may indicate
those schemes which need to be taken up as cent-
rally sponsored schemes and the States may

~arrange the schemes in the order of priority for the

allocation of limited resources.

Once the policy directions are iinaliced and
budgetory sanctionc are accorded by the Govern-
ment of India in the case of centrally spon-
sored schemes decision regarding the implementa-

.tion may be decentralised down the line in crder

to expedite the process of implementation. In
other words we want freedom and decentralisation
in the niatter of F. P. work not only at the state
level but also further down viz. the district tevel.

The Government decision to link 8% of the
Centrel Plan assistance with performanée and suc-
cessin F.P. and welfare incorporated in the

-population resolution of April, 1976 as well as in

..~ Prioted-and published by D

\

Cer of family Flaming o

\ Dr. HV. HANDE .
MINISTER FQR HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

t he Statement of Policy on F. P. announced in
d une 1977 has not been implemented so far. This
is unfortunate. - °

The draft on medical education policy(seeks to
make certaia important policy changes which | feel
will serious!y erode the authority of the State which
it is exercising at present. | agree that the existing
medical educational system should be reoriented in
such a manner that it meets the health needs of
the country. This can well be achieved by clgse
and continuous cqordination between the Central
and the State Governments, the Universities and
the medical institutions., The proposed Health
Education Commission is sought to be given a
wide range of powers and responsibilities which in
my view- do not conform to the constitutional
provisions. | consider thatitis enough ifa high
powered coordination committee to attend to the
much needed coordination between the Central
and the State Governments the Universities and
the medical institutions is constituted.

Tamil Nadu has done exceedingly well in F. P.
programmes. Our birth rate is only 28 compared
to the 37.1 per thousand. Our population escala-
tion is 17-/. tor the decade as against the national
average of 24-/. What is the appreciation we got
from the Centre ? | mean the fiscal appreciation.
In the matter of devolution of funds in fact we lose
the allotment from the Finance Commission because
20% is on the basis of backwardness which is mea-
sured on the basis of per capita income which is
slightly elevated on account of effective check on
population. We must havea F. P. Advisory
Board consisting of a few Ministers. Now only
a few executives cook up some plan and push it
down the gallets of States. These executives have
no contact with the masses. Itis we who are in
touch with their problems and so the type of
Advisory Board that | suggest must be formulated.
Even the plan of hospitals is being sent to us by
these exocutives at the Centre and if we propose
to make any variations we are not given any grant:

r. ERNEST ), DAVID, M.B.B.S., Director of Medical Services and Family Walfare

at No. 49. Pantheon Road, Madras 600 008 — State Family Welfare Press, 79/81, Anna Salai. Madras-600 006
Editor: K. G, RADHAMANALAN Assistant Editor :  $. MUTHURAMALINGAM
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