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THE DAMMAPADA AND AVVAIYAR

Dr. T. P. MEENAKSHISUNDARAN U(V
Vice-Chancellor, Madurai University D‘

There is an interesting verse (No. 98) in Dammapada in the Chapter
““arahanta vargo’’ (The worthy). The verse runs as follows :
game va yadi va ranne
n né va yadi va thalé
yattha rantoé viharanti
tam bhwmim ramaneyakam

Shri Dhammajoti gives the following English translation

¢« Whether in Village or in forest, whether in low land or in high
land, wherever the worthy (arahantas) dwell that spot is delightful.”

What is of interest here is that an old Tamil Sangam verse found in
the famous anthology viz. Purananuru, attributed to the great poetess
Avvaiyar, reads almost like the Dammapada verse. The Tamil verse is as
follows :

prir QsrerCm srir QardiGm
Slaueor QsradiCm Wevswr QAsradrCm
sTaliauf) Bedeveup hreuf

Slatasfl by aurPw BeoCer,

Whether it is a cultivable land or a forest, whether a low land or a high
land, wherever the men are good, there you land! are good. Long may
you live!

The arrangement of the ideas is identical in both the verses and
this cannot be an accident. Unfortunately our age is worried about
borrowings. It is not realised that when cultures come into contact there
will be a give and take. It is in this way that a world culture is being
evolved. But the question is who was earlier, Avvaiyar or the author of
Dammapada. The Dammapada is a precious book of the Tripitaka-an
anthology of verses found in the Suttapitaka. Probably individual verses
might have been popular before they found their place in Pitakas. It is
therefore difficult to fix the age of each verse. As far as Avvai is concerned,
she belongs to the Sangam age which probably belongs to the first few
centuries of the Christian era. Probably she belongs to the younger group
of the Sangam poets.
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Her poetic greatness in this verse is proved even if she
borrowed the ideas from the Dammapada. Avvai has made the verse poetic
and dramatic. Her verse is no longer a bald statement. She not only
personifies the land but visualises it as standing before her. Nature it is often
said to be red in her tooth and nail, always carrying on an eternal warfare
against man. This, Avvai denies. Man, if he is a slave to the routine he
will succumb to the imaginary opposition of Nature. But if he is no such
slave, Nature will not be an obstruction. Whatever be its own defect it
will help the man who is ever fresh and ever active to face any new
situations that may arise. It is this pliable aspect of Nature which falsifies
the omnipotence of Nature, that appeals to Avvai. Overpowered by this
wonder, Avvai exclaims ‘“ Long live O land”. Avvai not only brings out
the importance of the great men but also emphasises the fact that Nature
instead of being an obstacle becomes an ally of man. The Dammapada
speaks of arhat but Awvvai generalises it further so as to represent the
greatness of all men whatever be their walk of life. The beauty of the
constrast between nafu and kafu in Tamil is much more than the contrast
between grama (village) and aranya (forest).

Comparisons like these, therefore are very interesting when
carefully pursued.

Late Suryanarayana Sastriyar translated his name into Tamil as
! pariti mar kalainar’ and it is appropriate at the time of celebrating his
birth centenary we should think of the relationship between the two
cultures.
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V. G. SURYANARAYANA SASTRI
(PARITIMAL KALAIGNAR)

N. SUBRAHMANIAN

V. G. Suryanarayana Sastri (who assumed the pseudonym Pariti-
malkalaignar—a literal translation of his Sanskrit name) was born on
6-7-1870 at Vilacheri near Madurai (Tamilnadu) of a devout Saivite Brahmin
Govinda Sivan. He had an elder brother Sundaresa Sastri and an elder
sister Anandavalli. His father was a disciple of Maniya Sivanar (of
Mangudi) who had ‘realised Siva.” His parentage, training and early
education determined his Saivite learnings which were quite strong—witness
his ¢‘Life of Maniya Sivanar.’

He was put to school to learn Sanskrit and Tamil when he was ten
years old; he learned the Vedas under his father and Tamil under
S. Sabapathy Mudaliar who was teaching Tamil at the Madurai College.
He was such a prodigy in learning that in a few years he learnt practi-

cally all that his teachers knew and his father was naturally anxious that -

he should learn English also. Accordingly he finished his secondary school
education and the first,course in Arts in the Madurai College. He then procee~
ded to Madras and joined the Christian College (Miller College as it was popu~
larly called in those times) to study English, Philosophy and Tamil. He soon
became a favourite pupil of the reputed Dr. Miller, Principal of that College
and took his B.A. degree in 1893 obtaining the first rank in the College
in Philosophy and Tamil. Dr. Miller wished to offer Sastri a lecturership
in Philosophy in his College but the strange youngman preferred o Tamil
Pandit’s position, though the latter earned little salary and less status. But
he was a graduate of the Madras University securing a university rank
deliberately choosing the little coveted job of teaching Tamil to unwilling
students. He was the first man in the history of this land to make such a
choice. But he revolutionised the teaching of Tamil so much that some of
the best students in the College were attracted to that language and to that
teacher. The number of such boys grew till he formed the ¢ Tamil scholars
group’ around him and to them he taught unstintingly all that he had
learnt from his teachers and this for no consideration whatsoever. ¢He
would not sell his dear Tamil to anyone.’ The negative fame of one who
has sacrificed so much in the cause of his mother tongue (which suffer od
neglect and ignominy in those times) alone was his due; and perhaps he
wished for little else.

The great editor of Tamil classics C. W. Damodaram Pillai, hearing
about Sastri’s competence in Tamil, called and examined him, and dis-

-
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covering the genius of the youngman presented to him a copy each of his
edited works ; he continued to be his friend and patron till the end.

Sastri was appointed head Tamil Pandit in the Madras Christian
College in 1895. He was very unorthodox in his teaching methods and
treated his pupils as co-adventurers in the cause of literary discoveries. He
had no respect for tradition merely on the ground of its antiquity ; and he
infused into his students the same spirit of heterodoxy and non-conformism
within, of course, the limits of literary decency. He wrote poetry, prose,
drama, incessantly and he wrote a standard work on Tamil dramaturgy
(Natakaviyal). He acted also the role of the hero or heroine when his
plays were put on the boards.

He wrote thefirst sonnet in Tamil and called it Tanippasuram ; some
of them were also immediately translated into English by Dr. G. U. Pope of
Oxford though the latter at that time did not know who the author of these
Tamil sonnets was; they had appeared under the pseudonym Paritimal
Kalaignar. Later when the authorship was published, Dr. Pope hailed Sastri
as the ‘ herald of a new school heartily to be welcomed ’.

As years passed his range of literary and pedogogic activities grew
and grew beyond the capacity of even such a dynamic man like Sastri. He
became the editor of the Gnanabodhini and edited it till his death.
M. S. Purnalingam Pillai who wrote the first History of Tamil Literature (in
English) dedicated it to him in touching verse. Sastri boldly wrote the
first tragic Drama (Muana Vijayam) in Tamil and must have shocked Indian
literary conservatives.

This incessant activity told on his health ; he had contracted the
wasting disease of consumption and forgot its pains in the literary delights
of his dear Tamil. He fought valiantly against the disease but finally
succumbed to it, on the 2nd November 1903, at the age of 33. His grief-
sticken father renounced the world ; the young widow and her daughter and
two sons—all practically infants—came under the sheltering care of her
parents. The world of Tamil scholarship had seen a meteor rise and pass
and leave a bewildering and incredible career as a mere memory.

A century has passed since his birth and sixty seven years since his
death. Men of letters and literary critics have estimated his contribution
to Tamil letters, in different ways. He has been praised in unqualified
terms, or tacitly condemned as unworthy of serious modern consideration ;
but on the occasion of his birth centenary, one is happy to find that literary
criticism is trying to estimate him objectively and the attempts made in
this volume by Dr. K. Kailasapathy and Dr. R. Srinivasan are but early
instances of a new tradition of appraisal of a great savant that has just
begun. Whatever the final judgment of literary criticism, it cannot be
gainsaid that he was a great lover of Tamil, who strove his best to save it
for the common man, and whose originality in literary scholarship is

unrivalled.

9
He taught Tamil to a handful of students, twelve in number. He
used to say that Chirst and Sankara had twelve disciples, leaving us to

infer what he meant. The twelve were:— N. Balarama Iyer, V. S. Shan-
mugham Pillai, C. N. Saravana Mudaliar, S. Ramaswami Iyengar, S. Varada-
chari, S. Sundarachari, Salasalochana Chettiar, J. Vasudeva Pantulu,
Pranatavtihara Sivan, Subrahmanya Achari, S. Muthiah Mudaliar,

K. R. Srinivasa Iyangar.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1889 Mala Panchagam (verse) — A devotional work ; not extant.
1889 Sadhana Sadhushtaya Dharpana Vajra Suchika (prose) — A rejoinder
" to Arumuga Navalar’s Sadhana Sadhushtaya Dharpana. Jointly
with S. Sabapathy Mudaliar ; not extant. - :
6th 1

Oct.
*1892 |

*1894 Mania Sivanar Kali Venba (verse) — In praise of Subramanis, Sivanar,
his father’s Guru.
*1894 Avayava Arikkai (verse)
1895 Rupavati (drama) — Dedicated to the Hon. Justice Sir S, Subramania
Iyer, K.C.LLE. (First staged on Manmada, Adi 32nd Thursday 15th
August 1895 by Madras Vidhyabhimana Sangam).

2

Elegy on the death of Alfred Lord Tennyson (verse)
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1896 Edited Tirukkulandai Vadivelan Pillaittamil by S. Sabapathy Mudaliar.

1897 Chitrakavi Vilakkam — Illustrating grammar of ¢ verses enclosed in
figures.’

1897 Elegy on the death of Salasalochana Chettiar.

1897 Started writing Madivanan which appeared through the pages of
Gnana_ Bodhini

1897 Firstedition of'Nataka Iyal

*1897 Kalavathy (drama) — First staged on 21st Panguni, Dhunmuki, i.e.
1st April 1897 in the Victoria Public Hall by the Vidvan Manoran jani
Sabha. Dedicated to H. H. Raja Bhaskara Sethupathi of Ramnad.

*1898 Elegy on the death of his Guru, S. Sabapathy Mudaliar.
*1900 Kadarkkarai Ula (verse)

*1900 Thamarai Thadam (verse)

*1900 Kalangarai Vilakkam (verse)

1st
Jan. } Elegy on the death of C. W. Damodaram Pillai.

*1901
*1901 Enlarged and definitive edition of Nataka Iyal (Grammar of Tamil
Drama in 272 sutras) — Dedicated to S. Sabapathy Mudaliar.

22nd
Jan. }Elegy on the death of Queen Victoria.
*1901

*1901 Elegy on the death of T. M. Seshagiri Sastriar
1901 Edited Madhurai Malai by S. Sabapathy Mudaliar.

1901 Tanippasurattogai — 43 sonnets in Tamil published through the
pages of the Gnana Bodhini except for two on the War and on the
Ant which appeared in the Christian College Magazine. Dedicated
to the Rt. Hon’ble Baron Ampthill, Governor of Fort St. George.

16th }Madhivanan (completed and published) (fiction and prose) — dedi-

]lgaoyz cated to Muthukumaraswami Mudaliar, Zamindar of Sunampet.
*.iusnoez } Parindhurai (verse) — Address to the poetess Achalambikai.

*/:;g 2 } Mudisuttirattai Manimalat (verse)

,,f ; g2 } Panditha Nattam (verse)

1902 Mana Vijayam (a drama in verse) — Dedicated to ‘all those who
were not his friends’ for they were the ones who would carefully
read his works if only to discover faults.

11
1902 Surppanagai (a drama in prose of the Prahasanam type) — un-
finished and lost.

1902 Mudhra Rakshasam (a drama in prose) — Translation of Visakha
Datta’s play in Sanskrit. (Extant Parts of this work are published
for the first time in this volume).

1908 History of Tamil Language (prose) — Dedicated to his beloved and
revered master Rev. William Miller.

Dates not clearly known :—

*1. Elegy on the death of S. Rathna Chettiar

*2. Madhurai Managar (verse)

*3. Poli Araichchian (verse)

*4, Or Aiyappadu (verse)

Avvaikkatcht (verse)

6. Thamizh Pulavar Sarittiram (prose)

7. Mania Sivanar Sarittiram (prose)

8. Innuma (prose fiction) — unfinished and lost.
*9. Pattinakkatchi (verse)

He translated the following works :—

1. Vidhya Vrittt translation of Mania Sivanar’s original work in
Sanskrit,

2. Umat Thirumanam translation in verse of the first seven sarghas of
Kalidasa’s Kumara Sambavam.

8. Izhisinar Valakku Urai Varatyarai translation of Vedam Venkataraya
Sastri’s Gramya Prayoga Nibandhanam.

He wrote notes on the first 51 stanzas of Nidhi Neri Vilakkam by
Kumara Kuruparar.

There are a few stray and occasional verses of his which are
published in this volume.

He also edited the Kaligngattupparani by Jayamgondar, Nalavenba
by Pugalendi, Malavai Mahalinga Iyer’s Tamil Grammar (prose) and
Thandavaraya Mudaliar’s translation of Panchatantra.

(The works marked * were later collected and published in a single volume as
Pavalar Virundhu in 1902)



12

As editor of the varlous works written by himself and by his

disciples he classified them as follows :—

1.
2,

3
4
5.
6

Namagal Silamby (the anklet of the Tamil Muse) — plays.

Thamizh Magal Mekalai (the girdle of the Tamil Muse) — poetical
works,

Inbavalli — prose works,
Gnana Tharangini (Ocean of knowledge) — philosophical works.
Kalaimagal Kalabam — edition of old classics,

Kalanidhi — miscellaneous works.

T~
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Dr. Kellett introduces ¢ PARITIMAL?

Introducing two Tamil sonnets, one on Tiruvalluvar and the other
on War, Mr. F. W, Kellett, the editor of the Christian College Magazine in
the issue dated July 1901 wrote as follows:—

¢ Two Tamil Sonnets: Introductory Note:— A time comes in the
history of a language when there are set before it the ways of life and
death. If it cannot burst the bands which enfold it it dies; if it ¢an find
freedom of movement and expression it lives. It is generally agreed that as
a literary language Tamil is now at this critical stage. The danger to its
life is increased by the presence side by side with it of that mighty rival,
English. But apart from that competition, literary Tamil in itself has the
seeds of the disease which may prove mortal unless it is checked. Pedantry,
conventionalism, artificiality and imitativeness are among these seeds of
decay. The remedy is a return to natural simplicity.

‘““Many can speak Tamil with power and grace, who when they
take pen in hand are the slaves of arbitray standards of composition.
Happily there are some in whom nature and true literary instinct and
inspiration have begun to work, forcing them to seek deliverance from
narrowing and cramping canons of art and to express themselves in
modern forms, in natural tones, in language ¢ understanded of the people?.
This movement this Magazine desires to further. Whatever may be the
future of Tamil, at present at any rate it has everything to gain from
attempts to create a simpler and more living literature. These whom this
movement has caught are but pioneers and may be less free and natural
than those who will come after them, but their efforts deserve welcome
and encouragement. We shall endeavour month by month in some way or
other to help forward the creation of more simple and natural composition
in Tamil or some other Vernacular. . ,

This month we have pleasure in presenting two sonnets by a writer
who has drawn from Dr. Pope praise which marks him off from all other
living Tamil writers *’.

These Sonnets i.e., on Tiruvalluvar (f@adresaf) and War (Curt) were publishid on
page 29 of the July 1901 issue.

Another sonnet on ¢Ants? (agiby) was published on page 86 of the August 1901

issue.
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Dr. G. U. Pope’s view of Sastriar's unique position among
Tamil Renaissance Poets

“] am afraid I cannot recall more than two recent works which

seem to me fo give promise of & veritable re-descent in modern attire of the
Tamil Sarasvati. ‘

The distinguished author of Manonmaniyam P. Sundaram
has — too early for us — passed into the unseen.

Pillai,

The little anonymous volume—a first instalment entitleq

‘ Tanippasurattogai’ seems to herald the advent of a new school to be
heartily welcomed ”.

In a foot-note added later Dr. Pope said :—¢¢ The author’s name js

now given. The verses are by V. G, Suriyanarayana Sastriar,/B.A, Head
Tamil Pandit of the Madras Christian College’.

1901 Preface to Dr. G. U. Pope’s edition of Tiruvachagam.

G. Subramania lyer

¢ In the last two years there has been a remarkable development in
the vernacular press. A number of newspapers have been started and most
of them have a more or less respectable circulation ; at least two of these
journals are conducted by graduates and a monthly magazine by name
Gnana Bodhini containing well-written and thoughtful articles o

social and literary topics, is conducted altogether by gradu
University.........

n religious,
ates of our

¢ Of the new band of graduates who have thus stepped into the field
of literature, I am glad to mention as one of the most, if not the most con-
spicuous amongst them the name of Pandit V. G. Suryanarayana Sastriar of
the Madras Christian College. Apart from the surviving generation of the
old school of Pandits, Pandit Swaminatha Aiyar, for instance, I think I
may say that Mr. V. G. Suryanaryana Sastriar is the foremost worker in
the cause of the advancement of the Tamil literature.........

“ He is still young and I hope it will be his distinction and fame to
leave behind him enduring marks of the influence of his genius on the new
era into which Tamil literature is struggling to enter.”

. G. SUBRAMANIA Iy
Madras } Edi ) =
wor ¢ The Hindy® and later ¢,
20-10-1902 ¢ Swadesamitran ? o the
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COLLEGE NOTES

It is with deep regret that we put on record here the death of our
Senior Tamil Pandit, Mr. V. G. Suryanarayana Sasrti, B.A., who passed
away after a long illness on November 2nd.

He graduated from the College in 1893, taking his degree in Philo-
sophy and Tamil, and was at once employed as Assistant Tamil Pandit.
He was the first graduate to take the post of a Tamil Pandit in the College —
we believe in any College; and the result of his work was to raise the
prestige of the profession and to create a new ideal of its work. To his
teaching of Tamil Mr. Suryanarayana Sastri brought a mind trained in
scientific method and a knowledge of Western grammatical and philological
studies hitherto unknown to his class. He took up his work as a vocation,
and held himself bound to do his utmost to make the study of Tamil in the
College as earnest as that of any other subject. And with very many of his
students he succeeded, imparting to them much of his own love for the
Tamil language and literature. Patriotism and the love of what is beautiful
in structure, in style, in thought were combined in his love of his subject,
while his purity of mind raised him above anything that might have
impaired the moral effect of the teaching. For any student who showed
special interest or proficiency in the subject he gave his time without stint.
He was truly the head of a school ; at his home there gathered for instruc-
tion and guidance learners and young writers who caught their inspiration
from him. If a teacher’s success is to be measured by the enthusiasm he
creates for the subject he teaches, there was perhaps no more successful
teacher in this Presidency during the past decade.

Mr. Suryanarayana Sastri will live in his students, and in the
impress he has given to the study of Tamil. He ¢ will not all die’, we may
believe, as a writer and as one of the pioneers of an advance in Tamil
poetry. His History of the Tamil Language belongs to that class of books
which bear within themselves the seed of their own supplanters, but it
deserves the fame that attaches to any first ¢ history’ when it is on right
lines. Of his Tamil poetry it may suffice here to refer to Dr. Pope’s
compliments to ¢ his remarkable dramatic compositions’ his Sonnets which
‘ cannot fail to be admired’, and his ¢ vigorous attempt to initiate a new
departure in Tamil poetry.’

We shall miss him as a contributor to this Magazine, as a colleague,
as a friend ; and hundreds of students, will mourn him as a teacher of their
native tongue and as a helpful influence upon their life. Genuine scholar,
true patriot, lovable man, he fulfilled his vocation as teacher and poet.

[ OBITUARY NOTICE BY THE EDITOR ]
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PRAISE IN VERSE AND PROSE

«“ A sincere friend and colleague true
Who worked a decade hard and grew
In fame as teacher great, and bright
In making noble verse outright,

In playing parts in dramas writ

By him and framing rules to fit,
Till snatched away in f}ush of life
And miourried by darlings three and wife,
By kith and kin and scholars twelve
Knit well to him by bonds of love
For teaching old Tamil classics high

s000s08008000000000sssvtesniboes

¢« During the ten years after his graduation in 1892, not a moment

passed without seeing him do some thing or other to develop or diffuse

Tamil language and literature. His enthusiasm for Tamil knew no
M. S. PURNALINGAM

boundsl..,,
: (Friend and admirer)
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THE LAST WISH AND THE LAST JOURNEY

“His love of Tamil was so great that when he saw the end was
inevitable, he said that his philosophy books (he was studying for M. A))
should be sold and his Tamil books shoula be burnt with him ! He had
such burning love for Tamil *.

“His popularity was so great that the College and the School were
closed in honour of him on the day of his death and the funeral procession
consisted of a thick stream of students and admirers thronging the Linga
Chetty Street as far as eye could see.”

24-11-1929 V. S. SHANMUGAM PILLI
(one of the 12 disciples)

REMINISCENCES OF THE MASTER
BY HIS GRATEFUL PUPIL

¢« Much as we deplore the sad neglect of Tamil today, it was greater
twenty years ago” (written in 1929). * It was not fashionable then to falk
in Tamil and Tamil poets could not be quoted in lectures or essays. Things
have greatly changed now............

¢« Of those whose scholarship and self-denying labour brought about
this beneficent change of view point, certainly in the foremost ranks, stands
the late Mr. V. G. Suriyanarayana Sastrigal. The expression ¢late’ is
indeed harsh in respect of one who lives for ever in his writings.”
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¢T was one of his students only for the last three months of his life
but I felt enough of the genius in him shining brilliantly, even in an excess,
being the last flicker of life’s candle before it went out. ’

“His works survive. They are safe and beyond the power of
fortune. They live to inspire successive generations of scholars to devote
themselves in a like spirit of sacrifice, with result of beauty, perfection and
permanence, embellishing a literature whose very name is sweetness and
enriching a language that has never felt decay.”

8-11-1929 T. B. KRISHNASWAMI
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Slafwp fu 58 DeoddwdHd U BLAsalgud yotu@d. Spdsraruma Ao
a@hsgderBdadr
1. Sosaid he, and the barge
with oar and sail moved
from the brink, like some
full-breasted swan
(Tennyson : Morte D’Arthur)

2. ‘“The man that hath no

DG5S a0z M ......
(swbugrwrwserd : ACwrdHwr
arabrLd shamaliuLeob)

ssrarooks s0bS ...... &GP,

music in himself ......" (ssorard - qper gpey)
(Merchant of Venice
Act V. Se. 1.)
3. Cleopatra: If it be love w@prCuwrfef :-—ah‘:ﬁgdan.’.@tb-
indeed .....c. e rraseee

Antony and Cleopatra Caabrig 4Cari b Cauathr Bib.
Scene I, sworeud i, I apgpsenid (p. 48)
Act I. 11, 14-17
‘glarporgyutBodt  perd®
4. ¢ Unless above himself he Culanefdr 612 g 2w Qur Qaafl
can erect himself—How wedr. DwdSw wvelgefldr pun
poor a thing is Man 1 7 Qarsbrepresls '—(safly) Lrasd
Samuel Daniel : Qgreva : waflgdr. 11, 12-14.)
‘To the Countess of
Cumberland®’® St. 12,

5. A Voice spake out of the o Buiur®@. urast @i,

skies : Tennyson. 11-b ugS.
6. ¢*The Poets’ mind?’ : CursQwryrdid fwsdr
Do uraeft mbg. 10-b uagH.

- A PIONEER

1. He reclaimed Tamil from the shackles and conventions of
medieval Bhakti and Puranic poetry and strove for a new renaissance by
following the footsteps of the Sangam poets and writing verses on objects

snd phenomena of nature (as in the Tanippasurattogai and Pavalar
Virundhu),

2. He introduced a new form of poetry like the Tanippasuram
modelled on the Sonnet.

3 Among modern poets he had the distinction of being the first to
be translated into English by such a distinguished scholar like Dr. G. U. Pope.
4. He wrote the first grammar of Tamil drama wherein he included

the Greek and Sanskrit dramatic principles apart from the native Tamil
rules of drama.
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5. He wrote the first tragedy in Tamil drama: Mana Vijayam (in
verse) and it was also a first historical play in Tamil with a ring of
Richard II about it.

6. He was the first graduate of the Madras University (and only one
in those times) to be voluntarily employed as a Tamil Pandit.

7. He was the first Tamil scholar to combine in himself the
different roles of Professor, Poet, Playwright, and Actor, Researcher,
Journalist, editor of ancient classics and modern works.

8. He wrote the first History of the Tamil Language on historical
and scientific principles.

9. He was the first Tamil scholar to suggest that the so called
Pahappadam (indivisible word) of the old grammatical texts like the
Nannul were not really roots but they could all be traced to more basic
roots and exemplified these ideas with reference to the root Aru.

10. He was the first modern Tamil to change his name from
Sanskrit to Tamil i.e.,, from Suryanarayana Sastriar to Paridimal
Kalaignar. This practice later became popular beginning with the well-
known scholar Maraimalai Adigal.

uffuord s2uest 4 wmswrh L Sgs A
&% Qerhsdar

ks gfeu Frev Fyd, 2.6 Hred - Physiology
31 P15 Pleugemrid - Colour of recognition

9 3yrud - [1lusion |
Bt Sw HCrrud - Illusion of sense perception
Qupms I Pey - Instinet

Bupms QUHS - Order of nature
Buwpams 19, 52%0 - Natural selection
Bupes sy - Aesthetic

e &b gr@erf - Physiologists

e mgubsriee - Foot-ball

o wi gafld QFdQury) - Classical language
e zr@eur} - Biologists

2 uif mred - Biology .

e ar prd, wC@adsar srdvdrd - Psychology
edrpri® Quryf) - Vernacular language
gaf$ - Monotony

Quds srd, &p@eer srdvgrid - Ethics
gfauseoregrv - University

s tiubsriid - Tennis

sures Buwtd - Laws of nature

@& greb - Political economy
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&rus HCrrud - Illusion of memory
sGbsou gl BHpd - Survival of the fittest
spsridedr Buww - The law of self-preservation
$4Carf) - Ostrich

pbdans HCyrud - lllusion of belief

Bb3% - Fine arts

Pevds sradremrd ~ Fixed idea

umre Pleufewrib - Sexual colours

Wyrewr gryeerigwdgserd - Struggle for existence
Qurinysertd A, Qaefid@srdpwd - Hallucination
Curslaufemrd - Mimicry

Qust Bus g - Geology

wrdslclubsrie - Cricket

waflg #ps Brd - Sociology

waflg réd - Anthropology

wl@ealaryd - Emotion

wrerasd g #revdyb - Psychology

argdems Huwd - Laws of life

urgr(esiosdt pib - Parliament

Cgsfleswssr - Tennyson

eflggeow - Victoria

urse»p - Green room

LsUSflwf - Shakespeare

“We would commend in particular, to the reader’s attention the
ability with which scientific ideas (of reputed Western growth and moder.
nity) have been expounded in Tamil without any violence to sense or sound.

This must serve as an eye opener to the opponents of vernacular medium of
instruction.”

1935] S. S. SURYANARYANAN
Reader in Philosophy,
University of Madras.
in his Preface to V. G. S. Sastriar’s
Tamil Essays.
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JEYAKANTHAN'S SHORT STORIES:
AN APPRECIATION

K. R. NARAYANAN

T is unfortunate that the mushroom
growth of Tamil periodicals has
not brought a rich variety and a
fresh vitality to the art of short
story. The same old formula of
boy-meets-the girl, with the heroine,
a synthetic product of the face of
Helen, with dark hair cascading as
in Botticelli’s Venus and the alluring
curves of a Henry Moore, is followed.
A few havedeparted from this tedious
tradition of whom mention must be
made of Mr. L. S. Ramamirtham and
Mr. Jeyakanthan. The former has
experimented with technicalinnova-
tions, similar to the Joycean manner
of narration and hence is beyond the
grasp of the layman. Jeyakanthan
has enlarged the thematic horizon of
the short story, bringing within its
purview subjects shunned as liter-
rary taboo in Tamil journalism.
One oan cite the example of ¢ Rishi-
moolam ’ based on the theme of
Oedipus-complex which created a
stir among the readers.

The chisef response that Jeya-
kanthan evokes in his readers is an
appreciation of the compassion that
permeates his fiction. He acknow-
ledges the inherent nature of man to
sin, for man is after all, a creature
of circumstances. He deals with the
foilbles and failures of men with the
genial tolerance of Graham Greene.
He observes in a story thus: ¢ The

soul transcends desires and conven-
tions of human making. Yogis have
so controlled the soul as to its seeking
identity with the Infinite, which is
One and yet is all-pervasive. Such
an ideal is not for frail mortals who
succumb to desires and delights.”
Jeyakanthan is too well aware of the
ideal worth striving for but is equally
conscious that ideals are ideals, as
they are beyond easy grasp. He has
outgrown the early phase when he
was obsessed with horrid reality
expressed in harsh colours. The past
decade reveals a maturer and
mellowed mind, gifted to picture life
with the meticulous, minute realism
of Zola but with the charity of
Graham Greene.

One must illustrate this virtue by
analysing the leading motifs in the
fabric of his fiction. Even Jeya-
kanthan has his pet themes. Probably,
the early Marxist influence accounts
for the recurrent theme of his love of
the underdog. The golden-hearted
prostitute, like Maugham’s Rosie,
haunts his stories. Sarala, a prosti-
tute in one of the stories, is an
educated girl and is naturally an
alien among the members of her
profession. She exhibits g strong
and sincere yearning for genuine
affection, which must needs extend
beyond the pales of the mercenary
code. which governs her profession.
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She is incapable of malice though
hated by the jealous dwellers of the
redlight district. She pleads with
her lover to visit another girl during
her absence, so as to help her out of
chilling poverty. Her deep conside-
ration for her rival reveals the
writer’s firm and fervent faith in the
basic goodness of the human race.
Even thesqualid environment and the
bitter struggle to survive cannot
extinguish the innategoodness which
sheds a subdued luminiscence amidst
the gloom of shocking squalor, Jeya-
kanthan employs a symbol to make
us realize that she is a poem in flesh
and blood. She is defiant of the
moral norms suggested by the prudish
society but the genial warmth of
her soul suffuses her existence with
a poetic charm. She is compared to
a poem that spurns stylistic codes of
composition but in substance reveals
essential poetic imagination.
Jeyakanthan brings about the
interplay of two ideas, the dignity
of labour and an elevated selfimposed
code of conduct found among the
members of the lower stratum. One
of the stories delineates Kapali, a
rickshaw-puller who takes care of a
filmstar fallen on evil days. Men
who craved for the company of the
famous star have neglected him so
callously as to arouse the benign
protective nature of Kapali. The
star advises, him to collect some
money from a former wellwisher
towards the expenses of his crema-
tion. Kapali feeis that it is an insult
to the greatest artist to be cremated,
by begging for the expenses. He
wishes for a dignified end to a life of
artistic achievement. He earns the

amount needed for the final rite.
The story stresses the need for
dignity though life is lived in a
low key.

The similar idea in a different
form, is presented in a story entitled
¢ Millionaires’. A prodigal indulging
in all vices attendant on luxury is
on the verge of bankruptcy. On his
way to his lawyer, he is stopped by
a group keen on admitting a preg-
nant woman into a maternity home.
He helps to rush the woman to the
hospital and realizes that he can
make a fresh beginning of life by
becoming a taxi driver, making the
most of his sole, last possession, his
car. The plot is slightly contrived
but the reader must understand that
a new awareness does descend on
the human mind, by the kind part
played by chance.

Tealking of sudden, shocking aware-
ness leading to redemption one must
deal in detail with the brilliant
piece ‘Shroud’’. It centres round
a young bachelor, a peeping-Tom
exulting in vicarious pleasure of
indulging in loveplay with an
innocent little girl who visits him
often. His love of visual aphrodi-
siacs is marked by the attractive
picture of a woman, a modern version
of Eve in the prelapsarian state.
When he sleeps during the night, he
hears the plaintive whimper of a
woman begging for clothes to
preserve her modesty. Jeyakanthan
intelligently makes a montage of
this woman on the woman in the
picture. The young beau dressed in
finery descends the steps to see @
mad woman, totally nude, a very
picture of pathetic human existence.

The shock of such realism is a
moment of catharsis for the young
man who has enjoyed sneaky’glimp-
ses of the nude. The horror and
pity lead to an act of penance.
Like Lear, he gains a new and
welcome dimension to his nature.
He removes his crisp muslin dhoti
and covers that woman, who scurries
to the streets all gratitude for the
help rendered. The mad world
mutely watches sanity descending
on one of their own, but is probably
not aware of the significance. It is
a masterpiece, written with economy
in the manner of Hemingway and is
tha most powerful of compositions
of Jeyakanthan. It must have
reformed many a young man (why,
old men too!) who indulge in vile
practices to satiate their sexual
appetite.

Jeyakanthan condemns slogans
about progressive views. He is not
one to be impressed by the socalled
rationalists. To him, the progressive
mind is selfless, free from malice
and is guided by a deep devotion to

an ideal. His world is a land of

topsyturvydom. In his stories, the
progressive generation is not that of
the slogan-shouting youth but the
elders imbued with tradition but
plastic enough to mould themselves
to the righteous demands of changing
circumstances. Their scholarship
and worldly experience broaden
their outlook ; they wear no blinkers
of orthodoxy. One such character is
Sankara Sharma, who is wellversed
in Manu and the Vedas. He is disgusted

“with the life of the brahmin divorced

from the noble precepts of the
scriptures. The x.nodern Brahmin
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intended as a foil to Sharma is
Seshadri, his mind crammed with
ill-conceived and ill-digested notions,
Sharma finds a true brahmin
in Sadanandham, a non-brahmin
boy singing devotional hymns in a
temple. His life, Sharma feels, is
the closest approximation to the
ideal. He boldly brings him into the
fold by offering * Brihmopadesam ?
to the boy. Sharma who is supposed
to be tethered to foolish ideas of
religion and caste, emphasizes by
his act, that a man belongs to a
higher level:of society not by birth,
which is but a mere accident, but by
a life ennobled.

The old lady in ¢ Yugasandhi ’
belongs to the same family. Her son
frets when he hears of his widowed
daughter’s intention to remarry,
The old lady who is very orthodox
in her daily routine comes out with
a stout defence of the grand-daughter.
She points out that the circumstances
have so changed that a widow is no
longer a melancholy recluse, So
does the lady, figuring in the
controversial ¢ Agnipravesam ’, bring
serenity and sanity to her young
daughter who escapes an attempt at
seduction. The mother advises her
to be careful in future but consoles
her that tainting of the body is no
sin. The mind is pure as long as it
has not approved of such corruption,
The story reminds us of Moravia’s
“Two Women” but is Indian in
style and substance.

This story is also the best example
of the use of symbols to add new
significances. When the girl leaps
out of the car the mud so splashes on
her dress, symbolically suggesting
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the stain on her nature, though a
victim to circumstances. The title
suggests ¢ The ordeal by fire’ associ-
ated with Sita but the element
employed in the act of purification is
water. The mother bathes her
daughter and ‘water’ is a symbol
traditionally associated with virtues
conducive to growth. The girl is
commanded to spit out the chewing
gum offered by the wolf. The
chewing gum 1is the intelligent
symbol of the modern decadent
civilization, for it offers no vital
food for growth while demanding
constant mastication. Many modern
notions make much ado about
nothing.

A story published two years ago,
shows the development of the genius
of Jeyakanthan. It presents life in
a village which contains a strange
assortment of humanity, a Noah’s
ark. The agraharam is the scene of
activity, with Meena, a young lady
abandoned by her husband, as the
central character. Sheis an expert
at ‘Rangoli’ and she happens to
observe the butcher passing along
every morn. She is struck by the
massive majesty of his frame and
circumstances conspire to take her to
the outskirts where he lives. She
seeks her missing son whoisattracted
by the colourful life of the gypsy
community. She meets the butcher’s
wife to reccgnize that problems are
basically the same, be she a butcher
or a brahmin. She even ventures to
suggest that his moustache makes
him a dreaded figure but he teases
his wife that she married him for
the manly adornment. Meena
returns home. She dreams that her

husband and the butcher are one and
the same, a spirit taking different
forms. She is shocked by the unruly
emotions and curbs her desire to look
at him, thereafter. The story has
many themes in an inlay pattern.
The basic unity of man, which
Steichen sought to portray in the
‘Family of Man’ as suggested by
Carl Sandburg, is brought out. The
butcher’s wife had to endure certain
difficulties which were not unknown
to Meena. Children of the agraharam,
innocent of man made barriers, are
impelled by curiosity to visit the
area of the muslims,

But Meena has evolved further
than the early characters of Jeyakan-
than. In the story ¢ New Moulds’ he
remarks, ‘ Man is but an old metal.
Circumstances cast him into different
moulds. Some lend themselves to
such shaping; a few who defy the
circumstances are broken’’. Meena
is one who has proved that she can
control the sweeping sway of
passions to corset her mind to the
accepted pattern. The story is
symbolically entitled ¢ Rangoli that
conforms to a pattern ”?

Jeyakanthan’s astute use of sym-
bols owes much to tradition. In the
story ¢The Lamp is burning’, the
light is symbolic of knowledge. The
writer in the narrative realizes that
he has lost the celestial creative fire
in him, when he was led to the
filmworld. He craves for a return
to the old life though steeped in
poverty. The upanishad teaches
man to pray, ¢‘Lead me from dark-
ness unto light?. The writer regrets
the horrible interim. Marutha-
nayakam is in & way a projection of

the personality of his creator; Jeya-
kanthan recently wrote in reply to a
reader that he detests serenity of
mind brought about by affluence.
It is the mind in perpetual turmoil
that proves to be the most fertile
ground of creative effort.

Aristotle said, ¢‘The greatest
thing, of all is to be the master of a
metaphor...... a good metaphor?,
Jeyakanthan presents theage old idea
that there can be no smoke withouta

~fire. But he employs it to the best

vantage when he compares smoke to
the clouded hazy gossiping and fire

" to the basic truth. It is a matter of

regret that around the purer instinct
of man symbolised by fire, many
scandals must gather to render
clarity of vision impossible. So does
he use the symbol of animalism
in portraying the lurid life of man
in the story ‘ Window . He pre-
sents man as the cruellest of animals
that feeds upon itself. He concludes
the story with meaningful words
“If the reader does not catch the
significance, ignorance is bliss; an
awareness may be a traumatic
experience”. Jeyakanthan is right
in suggesting that the window must
be kept open to welcome various
facets of life, bitter and pleasant,

sparkling as a beverage or shocking

as a splendid corrective. The im-
pressions of the extraneous world
assimilated rightly lead to a penetra-
tive perception.

He is condemned for tethering
himself to the domain of lurid
reality. It is said that he presents
a segment of man’s life and not a
totality of life. In one of the stories,
a writer and his wife argue about

13
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the duty of the writer. Marutha-
nayakam regrets that he has
corrupted the youth by weaving
slender webs of fancy. His wife
Lakshmi argues that a writer need
not present all attitudes. He sets
right his deviation by writting a
story of neorealism, naturally
rejected by the editor but en joyed
by himself with greater relish,
Jayakanthan has tried to span life
in his writing but as an enthusiastic
evangelist, he is goaded by reforming
zeal. He has revealed the idea that
life is a complex mosaic; perspec-
tives change and new principles are
brought within view.

Jayakanthan is endowed with an
argus-eyed vision. He can reproduce
the customs and habits and even the
peculiar verbal idiom of anyone
from the aristocrat to the slum-
dweller. He has a vision in the
deeper sense, as he fathoms the
meaning of each and every action.
The description of the old man
Seshayya unusually pPermitting
his grandchild into the ¢ pooja-room’
brings in its wake the vaishnavite
philosophy which recognizes the
God in a child and treats God as a
child. Even in style, Jayakanthan
must be appreciated for using
Sanskrit' or’ English ‘words, "as the
situation demands. He avoids the
customary lapse into stilted style
under the pretext of employing pure
Tamil. He is anxious to picture
Indian life in naked truth, Even
the language carries no veneering,
It is quite often colloquial ; it is an
idiom that rings true. He can make
use of a composition of Thiagaraja



which begins with the words ¢ Did
you walk to save me?’.

Much has been achieved by this
great writer; and much shall be
achieved by his fertile mind eager to
break barriers of conventional
thought. 'He may prove an
encouragement to writers who
employ sex-symbols in a contrived
manner to catch the eye. He can set
such writers against his own
example. Pornography is evident in
a sex-description which does not
blend unobtrusively with the narra-
tive. The violent quarrel in a slum,
resorting to the wvilest language
evokes no revolting sensation when
Jayakanthan employs it, to portray
life in squalid surroundings. In his
followers, sex-symbolism is obvious ;
the substance too remote. The
delicacy displayed by him is
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woefully absent in many of the
conscious imitators.

One aspect to be disapproved is
his sensitivity to criticism. The
writer whose mind compasses evil
with compassion is transformed,
into a vituperative man in his attack
on contemporaries. His prefaces
launching such attacks remind us of
pope’s contempt for the dunces. In
vituperative vigour, he matches Pope
but not in his subtlety. His angry
attitude is as intimidating as a
clenched fist. The readers in Tamil
owe a deep gratitude to a writer
who is anxious to be different. He
has preserved an individuality in
style and spirit but does not levitate
in midair like Trisanku. His
greatness stems from the fact that
he is closest to the earth.
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1. Lives of great men all remind us

We can make our lives sublime

And departing leave behind us

Foot-prints on the sands of time
~Longfellow
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1. ¢I would correct language......If language is not correct, then what is said
is not what is meant ; if what is said is not what is meant, then what is to be done
remains undone ; if this remains undone, morals and art will deteriorate, justice will go
astray, the people will stand about in helpless confusion. Hence there must be no
arbitrariness in what is said. This matters above everything.’

2. The brain's livery servant; the dress of thought

3, The machine of the Poet,
@, The key to the soiences.
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1. Grammar, though a difficult study, is absolutely necessry in the search
after philosophical truth...and is no less necessary in the most important questions
concerning religion and Civil Society.,~Horn Tooke,
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aNsreugeutiadar b sred ¢ Aedr gy
sradrp Qerd@eo  Pspsragmsd GTIES
Aedrp H eredr g QuUrHid eradrisg,
‘Ao’ erer g apddar QeSwedr ar sy’
8yps agaorGd.
wed ‘Slerrd@, Llnd Curdrp Quord

Wwed S Pesfsdr Frral QuomBaenid
&%t eillaw sofledr avulleor sGas Baparsob

T 5, srd@ead, Srruf, Srrd Qunfsdidr guilcdsamd 1961, 492
6. @fwgrgrwest srdvBfurt, &, Csr., sBPGwrg agorgy 1958, 87,
7. Graul, K, Outline of Tamil Grammar, 1835,
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et dSOLCESp g adrupt Qg
&b Fapared ‘e bp’-d sBPd dp<
Heb-1d earfdyddipy srdrgd s s
dgeflayuBd 5 dadr part. 8P Qurssr &
wid &b’ Hppppeortdgd Ve Ho
stand @ PldstiuGa gib Cprésdzds g.

W CrrCe ‘ddry’ srergyd RenL
Foow ‘G-RH-3’ aar ugdsord
sralrgy s yddramt.® Slaf D’
Qgridsafifould o Ldrur@d Qur(mer
eoLwsrs Ambsy srédrpd Sy Df
(B@dsd) rdrp Qurmdr e L wgy sredr
o s pédrmt. ererlar Maf smd gl
ug ‘Bwdsd’ eredrp QurBerQup p
‘D=’ earedrp agaBuw Bsdsren
oot} S g et p g 11

WL g urpdgdiard Ser g, S HEw
B Poosdor Hb-4 sy IfLGs
Ba Qurrqg,ﬁ,s@mt_au,sn-sﬁ Cgretr gy
Edrpg. <Ad’ B8PS Cuysyr Sulsdrug.
Dddpguewrtd gnd Qard. ‘Qhudr Db
Cooedr’ (fat. Smerds 3.2.6) sTedr gyid
FdwinIrups aydsd Dsar o v P
UGS s p 5. Pahsre aI%orsaid ¢ S’
ol ad Hdpagueortd b Qerd 9%t
owd  sridl Qurperrad  sri B
BIpt NSy, Hspif Pwigs
Qsrebr Gaup gy SGEpgy. Db s
BoL oo ‘S srartiu@sd apsrert
GmpUUCL  sBios  wSyugsd B
derp 5.

piyd Pmpayd

Bpps srodmsuyd aPiarodesub
U BanrBd sarddd Seral(Bd &.p

ord. H@d HapsraCur 10sé godu
asyusmpdGrulL. HepQurps. Qm
ATy wided Bply; 9w Opry. 58
@ adfey. Qewd Fsuyd worwepd
GLulL 8f4fy Qurymsd GHds
Bppsere N%wsdnQu uwsru®GEysd
Qurpdsorarg. [Dppssreod Qewdv
PsQuryp g aeng BludGdr Bapsrad
Qrwuorddrpg. AHEQzwd Hsppy
Qo Betr@d BppssreodHdr urd
L BaiGldrpg. [Bpissre aloruld
Qrwd sl Qurmarrsand Hepsreo
Norud  Hepd Hppd o arfSHd
Sri A Gurmerr sayb Sleniwo el p Gl

Bap plafidryy BDppsare  alorsefl
afishr @ p Bapare alsrapd pydsdr serfdf
weor pSmdanrd arug  Qgsilar
ddrpg. Fapsre or augadisdrd
uUSdgd sdrLrd Saphd Bppssre
B 2% Ilowviindsad Hsperod
mzd @Hds HD’, ‘8D’ Hpdw glewr
alZeradr SAmwpGdraramoyd P sHS
Bwgnb.

‘ED’, AD Hhw B 52mr alaradr,
Naradr Agritbgy PspOurips oy
Bappgdaratrgmdgd Rudmuts yod

U@ S g5 S par.

sharend

Paparod Dpop QurPuld U
Sarowurer Capur@srd yoliu®Gs
S uswild LouTrGUTrBEEHL-8 aiphiS

fdrps. BVsps HhdoQurPd OprLf
Y, arer b siumd scmS 51daar Quoryuid

8. Bloch, J. Structure Grammaticale des Langues Dravidiennes, 1946, 59.
Tuttle, E. H., Review of K. Ramakrishnaiah’s #Studies in Dravidian Philology »? JAOS

57, 115.

9. Qaibu aplpusdray e bob pbCucd (Csamryid 1229, 2.)
10. Andronov, .M. Hints Regarding the Origin of Present Tense Sufix ¢Kinr® in

Tamil, Tamil Culture 1961, 145—150,

Zvelebil, K
Glasov, Yu }

Andl‘ono"’ M 100--152.

Introduction to the Historical Grammar of the Tamil Language 1967,

11. salend il are two independent roots from which both positive and negative forms

can be derived.
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W a@S ssQarabrL Qpupd
S,sz as?rﬁ(zn-@m. BaparadSedr ;:
pihrenflu CaugirGa@sd F et .e‘il
safsdr FlorwrCoCu e emrissl UG
Sedrper.i?

Bedgenr Hreied Dl 5 agaikisdr
fg Qelifmdr Qali-Qed-B-hedr
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< Bty Qadiwr Hetr medr Qetiur-Héb-S-pelr

Guis, TS addld Aomwpg drar
Gagyur@Gsdr
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’” Qetwr fpdmedr Hd
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uPdS
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Qerde eupsrt. Slevauntib
ur-® ¢ [Emo g:sh;ﬂcmd) pomEQmndr wrfuldsd
&rw Gawerawrd mahrswll whenaswd
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sroFdsE@d UGS :

FrioenyGLir gib

FHT @YD LIS cTeoTayh,

LRI EHSWITT SEOT 6D QaisftiLeLwrsy urfds IAekAd srb+ Aoydsemnd
LmE—IAS ST G GPOUTS INengdactremd urfds eaerapd, srib+word
sEpd (orérCurgid sHTED) UGS T STy Q@ QuFdmesh
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12, BepCud, Cor, slmrcitarads 1966, 65-70.



THOLKAAPPIYAR'S THEORY OF LINGUISTIC
DESCRIPTION®*

G. VIJAYAVENUGOPAL

Aim:

- The aim of this paper is to trace
and reconstruct the theory of
language description on which basis
Tholkaappiyar has given us a
¢“grammar’. In the absence of an
explicit theory it becomes necessary
to make inferences from the implicit
statements made by Tholkaappiyar
in his grammar-Tholkaappiyam
itself. This work belongs to the
Precangkam period! and is generally
assigned to the third century B.C.

Background:

It will be useful to present a very
brief account of the activities of the
ancient people elsewhere in the
world at the time Tholkaappiyar
has written his grammar so that an
useful comparison can be made bet
ween Tholkaappiyar’s and others’
attempts to describe language.?

(1) Whilst the ancient Greeks
(before 5th century B.C) speculated
about the origin and history of
language and divided into two groups
viz., analogists and anamolists, one
can say that Tholkaappiyar did not
indulge in the study of world-origins
or language origins but interested
only in describing the language as
it is used. His statement on the
meaning of words makes one to
believe that he recognised the arbi-
trary/conventional relationship bet-
ween words and their meaning.’
Besides he recognised the denotative
and symbolic meaning of words.4

(2) Another characteristic feature
of the ancient Greeks is that they
have studied their own language and
not others. This led them to believe
that watever they observe in their
language should be ¢ universal
features’. Subsequently the observa-

This paper was presented at the All India University ¢ Tamil Teachers’
Conference held at Tiruchirappalli in June 1970.
* Ithank Dr. T.P. Meenakshisundaran, who went through this paper,

for his valuable comments.

1. Meenakshisundaran, T.P., A History of Tamil Language, (p. 51) Deccan

College, Poona, 1962.

2. For a detailed account of the activities of the ancients see:
(i) Bloomfield, L., Language, (chapter1)Reprinted by Motilal Banar-

sidas, New Delhi 1963,

(ii) Robins, R.H., A Short History of Lingutstics, Longmans’ Lingui-

stic Library, London, 1967.

(iii) Dinneen, Francis B, An Introduction to General Linguistics,
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., New York, 1967.
3. Tholkaappiyam collathikaaram 394 :
4. Tholkaappiysm collathikaaram 155 and 250, 297 etc.
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tions they made about the language
are stated in philosophical form.
They discovered parts of speech of
their language, the inflexional cate-
gories and ‘‘defined these not in
terms of recognizable linguistic
forms but in abstract terms which
were to tell the meaning of the
linguistic class .5 Contrary to this
Tholkaappiyar has not only studied
his language but also sanskrit and
other forms of linguistic descri-
ptions. This is evidently clear from
his statements like ¢ alhapit kooTal
anhthaNar mataiththee, axthu iva
Nuvalaathu ezhunthu putaththicaik-
kum meytheri valhiyicai alhavu
nhuvanticinee,® veettumai thaamee
ezhenae mozhipa ; vilhi kolhvathan-
kaN vilhiyoo TeTTee,” and muuval-
hapicaiththal oorezhuththintee.® The
first statement in I person quoted
above, explains his positions very
clearly. This reveals that at the
time of Tholkappiyar there were
scholars in Tamilnad who have
followed other schools of linguistic
description including Sanskrit school
to explain Tamil language. This is
further strengthened by the obser-
vation made by Yaapparungkala
viruththi. It refers to several schools
of prosody of which one group of
scholars are called ¢ VaTanhuul
vazhith thamizhaaciriyar?’, ¢“ the
Tamil scholars who followed the
Sanskrit school °.° Students of Tamil

grammmatical theories will know
that even in the later period
there were attempts to prove that
the grammar is one and the same
for Tamil and Sanskrit.’® These type
of attempts to construct grammars
on Sanskrit model resemble the
works of Romans who constructed
Latin grammars on the Greek
model.* Perhaps this kind of writing
grammars on other models was not
liked by Tholkaappiyar who wanted
to write an independent grammar
based on his own analysis. In this
one can say probably Tholkaappiyar
is the first who has recognized that
Tamil grammatical system is quite
different from Sanskrit and there
cannot be a single grammar which
can explain both these languages.
Mention must be made here about
P. S. Subrahmanya Sastri’s claim
(or his thesis) that thefirst and second
sections in ezhuththathikaaram
which deal with the initial and final
vowels and consonants and the
medial consonants in Tamil words
and the third section which deals
with the points of articulation of
consonants like k, ng, c...etc., were
written by Tholkaappiyar on the
model of Rg Veeda Praatisaakhya
and Taittiriiya Praatigaakhya
respectively. Similarly iTaiiyal and
uriyiyal in collathikaaram are
written on the model of Yaaska’s
Nirukta according to him. He also

5. Bloomfield, op.cit. p. 5.

6. Tholkaappiyam ezhuththathikearam 5. 7. 1Ibid. 102,

8. Ibid collathikaaram 62 and 63

9. Yaapparungkala viruththi, Bavanandar Academy, Madras, 1916,

10. For instance, Pirayooka viveekam by cuppiramaNiya Thiikshith
Ed) Aarumuka Nhaavalar, Chidambaram 1952. 4 11kshithar,

11. For instance the grammar by Donatus (4th century A.D.)

17
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points out some similarities with
certain verses in Paa-NiNi Siksha
regarding the origin of speech
sounds. Here he even claims that
it is not even written on the model
but a translation.”” The failure to
show similar models for other
chapters by him proves that this is
not true. Besides claims based on
accidental similarities cannot be
taken as historical facts. The simila-
rities in the pronunciation of certain
sounds in both these languages may
be the reason for the identical descri-
ption. This may be true to all
languages. Perhaps Tholkaappiyar
and these people attempted to write
““universal grammars’. Especially
the first suutra in Tholkappiyam
pitappiyal may very well be ex-
plained, as such, applicable to all
languages.

It will be appropriate here to quote
Bloomfield’s remarks on the ancient
Indian grammar (i. e. Sanskrit
grammar.) He writes that ¢the
Indian  grammars presented to
European eyes, for the first time,
a complete and accurate description
of a language, based not upon theory
but upon observation. 13 Perhaps
this may be true to Sanskrit. But as
Tamil is concerned at the time of
Tholkaappiyar there were several
theories which were followed by
different Scholars, Among these one
can recognise broadly two schools,
one headed by Tholkaappiyar him-
solf and the other one followed by

Avinhayanaar who in turn was
followed by several Jain gramma-
rians including Pava Nanhthi of the
13th century A.D.1

Tholkaappiyar’s Concept of
Grammar

With these brief introductory
remarks one may pass on to consider
the theory followed by Tholkaappi-
yar. Before going into the details of
Tholkaappiyar’s theory of linguistic
description it is worth considering
his concept of ‘“grammar? first.
Anyone who has carefully read the
suutras of Tholkaappiyam will
naturally conclude that his grammar
is a historical in nature and it is
purely a descriptive grammar. It is
neither normative like that of the
18th century grammars which
favoured speculative notions, mnor
prescriptive as some of the Tholkaa-
pPpiyam commentators and later day
scholars interpreted it. His grammar
includes poetry and the language
used in it. Hence one sees three parts
in Tholkaappiyam, part one dealing
with phonology (description of sound
units, both individually and in
combination), part two dealing with
morphology and syntax and part
three dealing with poetics and
prosody. In the last part he exten-
sively analysed the themes employed
in literature and the different
““forms” in which these themes are
described which goes by the name
‘‘ceyyulh iyal »’. This classification

12, Subrahmanya Sastri, P. S., History of Grammatical Theories in Tamil,

(p:v) Madras, 1934,
13. Bloomﬁ.ld’ Lo’ Opo Oitu, P 11.

14. Vijayavenugopal G., A Modern Evaluation of Nannul, Annamalai Uni-
versity, Annamalainagar, 1968. (see chapter 1)
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of the themes is claimed by the later
day scholars as unique.

Are all the Three parts Written by
Tholkaappiyar?

Dr. T. P. Meenakshisundaran once
remarked in a meeting that he thinks
that Tholkaappiyar might have
written only the I part i. e. ezhuth-
thathikaaram. For this he pointed
out the title of the first chapter in
ezhuththathikaaram, nuunmarapu
which means ‘‘conventions of the
book**. His argument is that the
word ‘nhuul’, “book® refers only
to the portion ezhuththathikaaram
and not any other part/parts of the
book. There is another statement
found in the introductory verse to
this book which may support the
position taken by him. The state-
ment is: ‘“vazhakkunj ceyyulhu
maayiru  mutalin  ezhuththum
collum porulhum naaTi..mayangkaa
marapin ezhuththumutai kaa T'Ti’’15,
The reference to ‘‘ ezhuththu’’ alone
in this verse is noteworthy. However
this point of view must be considered
in detail with further researches.
But for our present purpose we take
all the three parts were written by
Tholkaappiyar himself.

Data for the Analysis :

The introductory verse, however,
gives us a clue as to how this
grammar was written, on what
basis, and how many points of view
of language were taken into conside-
ration in writing this grammar. It

states  ‘‘vazhakkum ceyyulhum
aayiru muthalin’’ which means ‘“‘on
the basis of usage (which includes
colloquial and grammatical usages)
and literature or poetry (i. e. poetic
usage). It further adds ‘“ezhuththum
collum porulhum naaTi’’. Here the
word ‘“naaTi’’ is important because
it means ‘“‘having analysed’. The
whole phrase gives the meaning
““having analysed the letters
(sounds), words and ¢ content’’. Here
the translation ¢content’’’ should
not be confused with the term
‘content” often used in the sense of
‘““meaning’ in linguistics. Here
content means the themes employed
in literature. The data used for this
analysis is the ‘‘usage” and
‘“poetry” already referred to.
Another important statement found
in this verse is ‘“munhthu nhuul
kaNTu” ‘ having seen and analysed
the previous books . These books
may be the grammars or descriptions
of Tamil Language.

Will Poetic Language come Under
Linguistic Analysis?

Students of linguistics will know
that the present day linguistic
theories will not take into account
the language used in poetry. How-
ever recently there are interesting
discussions going on regarding the
rightof the linguist to explain poetic
language also. The importance of
the role of linguist in the study of

poetry is clearly brought out by
Winifred - Nowottny and Sol

15. Tholkaappiyam ezhuththathikaaram, (p. 1) (Ed) C. Ka.Neeca.iya.r, Cune.

naakam, 1952,
16, Ibid.
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Saporta.? It is further emphasized
by Edward Stankiewiz who states
that ‘‘ the linguist is best qualified to
solve the matter and so reveal the
essence of poetic language” because
‘ the study of verbalartis intimately
connected with and must be based on
the study of language - the linguists’
discipline’’,18

Ordinary Language vs Poetic
Language :

Now comes the problem of explain-

ing ‘‘poetic language’. One may

ask whether the ordinary language
and the poetic language are really
different or the same. Also we have
to explain the difference between
what is called the “casual’ language
and the poetic language. To quote
Sol Saporta ‘that all poetry is
language but not all language is
poetry. Some linguists argue that
the difference between casual ’
language and poetic language lies in
the former’s being subject to syste-
matic and rigorous description
whereas the latter deviates or rather
shows various degrees of deviation
from the linguistic norm. There are
theorists who contend that poetry is
the realm of individual creativity of
freedom from binding rules achieved
through ‘‘violence of language’’.
Edward Stankiewiz does not agree
with this view and he states that
“ poetic” language takes full cogni-
zance of the rules of the linguistic

system and if it admits ‘“deviations”’
they themselves are conditioned by
the language or by given poetic
tradition.”® As we all know
Tholkaappiyar points out several
poetic deviations or usages found
only in poetry, in the phonological,
morphological and syntactical
levels, in his ezhuththathikaaram
and collathikaaram. These devia-
tions are in full cognizance of the
rules of the ordinary language and
hence they are rightly included in
his ‘‘ grammar ?’,

To whom the ‘Grammar’ s
written?

One can easily answer this
question by saying that it is for
students of Tamil. But a close study
of this grammar will reveal that it
is not intended for beginners but for
those who want to pursue higher
studies in Tamil. There is every
possibility of taking this as a
grammar to those who know already
about Tamil language and its basic
features and perhaps to those who
know other descriptions of Tamil
language on the model of Sanskrit
grammars including those who know
Sanskrit. This is further strength-
ened by the statement found in the
introductory verse ¢ that this
grammar was explained in length
by Tholkaappiyar to one Athangkoot-
taacaan who is well versed in the
four Vedas ??,%

17. Sol Saporta, ¢ The Application of Linguistics to the study of Poetic

Language”, in Style in Language (Ed) T.A. Sebeok, New York, 1960 :Winifred

Nowottny, The Language Poets use.

18. Edward Stankiewiz, ¢ Lingutstics and the Study of Poetioc Language
in Style in Langaage. (Ed) T. A. Sebeok, New York, 1960.

19. Ibid. 20.

See Note 15 above.
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The Chapters of Tholkaappiyam :

Ezhuththathikaaram

Since we are concerned here only
with the theory of linguistic descrip-
tion no explanation is given for
porulhathikaaram. Here too for
want of space concentration is made
only on the description of phonology.
A detailed explanation of the
chapters and the Suutras found under
those chaptersof ezhuththathikaaram
has been given by me elsewhere.?
Hence only essential explanations
alone are given here as far as
ezhuththu is concerned. Ezhuththa-
thikaaram consists of nine chapters.
The first one is called nhuun marapu
which deals with ¢ the technical
terms and conventions followed in
the book’”. The second chapter is
called mozhimarapu which deals
with the distribution of sounds; the
third chapter ¢¢pitappiyal?” deals
with the articulation of sounds. The
remaining six chapters deal with
sandhi or coming together of sounds.
In short one can describe this first
part as dealing with sounds, indivi-
dually and in combination. (combina-
tion includes clustering and sandhi).

Description of Sounds : Individually :

(A) The description of individual
sounds starts with the classification
of sounds into primary and secondary
sounds.? The classification is based
on the distribution, contrast, and
duration of the sounds. Taking into
account the distribution of these se-
condary sounds one can say that they
are positional variants. Thus thereis

no difference in meaning and hence
they do not contrast. The duration
of these secondary sounds are half
maattirai whereas the primary
sounds, i.e. Vowels get one maat-
tirai.?® But consonants also get half
maattirai but they are called pri-
mary sounds because they contrast.

The individual sounds are set u
in turn on the basis of (i) the duration
or maaththirai,® (ii) quality® arnd
(ii) script form.% The sounds
called kuttelhuththu, nettelhuththuy,
caarpu letters, pullhis, uyirmey are
all based on maaththirai. The terms
vallethuththu, mellethuththu, itai-
yezhuththu are based on quality.

Regarding the third criterion, the
term pulhlhi is again given on the
basis of maaththirai. Those sounds
which get half maaththirai get a dot
above the letter# Those sounds
which get thisdot are called pulhlhi;
perhaps this is the reason why the
caarpu letters also get a dot above
them, because they get half maath-
thirai. But aaytham is not the
shortening of any primary sound
and hence it is said that it will have
three dots obviously to distinguish it
from the other two caarpu lettters
which get a single dot as consonants
on the basis of the maaththiraj
have.

(B) The second major kind of
description of individugl sounds is
made on their distribution ;
medial and final,

(C) Thethird major kind of descrip-
tion of individual sounds i made on
the basis of their articulation. This

they

initial,

21. See note 14 above.

22 to 42, Tholkaappiyam Ezhuththathikaaraem Suuthras,
space individual references are not given)

(For want of
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again is based on several criteria.
Criteria on which basis the vowels
are described are: (1) Tongue
advancement® (2) Position of the
lips® and (3) Height of the tongue.*
Criteria on which basis the
consonants are explained are (1)
Points of articulation® (1) articulator
or the tongue® (different areas of
tongue) and (3) Manners of articula-
tion.® Further three kinds of breath
are also assigned for the sounds.

All these above explanations are

made again on the basis of the
following : (1) from the point of
view of spoken medium?% (2) from
the point of view of written medium?®
and (3) from the point of view of
poetry®. Whilst section (C) is des-
cribed only in terms of spoken
medium (i.e. criterion (1)) sections
(A) and (B) are made on basis of
criteria (1), (2) and (3). Thus the
description of individual sounds can

be explained diagrammatically as
below :

Phonology
S B B
Individually in combination
— R —— . —
. . | '
(b) distribution (c) Articlulation No change changeand
of sounds of sounds | no-change
(a) Naming of sounds L their description 2 consonantal 3 consonantal Sanldhi
o | - - L
' ) Mey ’ | Identi- Homor- Other
Uyir | | { cal  ganic
| wvali __meli Itai
Kurril Nette l
Al pu Caarpu
Cuttu
Vinaa
|
Kur. ugaram  Kur, igaram aaytam
Description of Sounds: in Combina- and plosive clusters.¥ A few

tion :

(i) Clustering: Two types of clus-
tering are recognised. One is two
consonantal clusters and the other is
that of three consonantal. Again the
two consonantal clusters are sub-
divided into identical or geminated
consonants and homorgenic nasal

suutras, at least suggest that there
were vowel clusters also.

(ii) Sandhi: Chapters 4 to 9 in
Tholkaappiyam deal with sandhi.
Sandhi or junction is the coming
together of two words. All words in
sandhi have to be considered in terms
of their initial and final sounds.
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Thus there will be four kinds of san-
dhis viz., ()= V+V-(2)-V+C-(3)—
C+V-—and (4)—C+C-. % (V=vowel,
C=consonant). This is from the
point of view of phonology. But
when words come together they are
grammiatically related and there-
fore morphological and syntactic
considerations arise. It is possible
to speak of the first word and the
subsequent word when two words
are in sandhi. But this will not
bring out the full force of sandhi.
Therefore Tholkaappiyar speaks of
nituththa col ¢ the word which is
first put forward ’’ and of kutiththu
varu kilhavi, 3 ¢the word which
comes as having morphological and
syntactic relationship with the first
word?”’. Therefore in sandhi is con-
templated this binary division. Itis
for consideration whether he is
thinking in terms of the immediate
constituents. When such units are
brought together the final sound of
the first commingles with the initial
sound of the second. The author
speaks of these two units being
either noun or verb; ¥ probably he
refers to ¢ the topic and comment.”

‘Thus one can have (1) noun+noun

(2) noun+verb, (3) verb+noun and
(4 verb+verb. When these units
come together in this way the ending
of the first unit and the initial of the
second unit may undergo change or
remain without any change. Remain-

ing without change is called iyalpu.

The change is called ‘¢ tiripu”.#
This is of three kinds. Therefore in
any sandhi there will be only any
one of these four viz., three changes
and one no-change. The three
changes are (i) meypiritaatal ¢ one

consonant becoming another (ii)
mikutal ‘“coming in of a new
consonant” and (iii) kunral ¢ djs-
appearance of an existing con-
sonant”. The word used is mey
which means consonant. It may
also mean the form of any sound in
which case the disappearance ete.,
of a vowel also can be brought under
these categories. But in the age of
Tholkaappiyar vowel  clusters
occurred and that is probably why
he is referring to the consonants in
this suutra as the main category of
sounds undergoing change.

When the binary division alone
is taken into consideration the
sentence or the phrase should have
only two words. But thisis rarely the
case. Even when there are more than
two words, still the binary division
could be recognised where the final
word in each of the binary division
could be recognised as the head word
preceded by an attributive word op
phrases. Therefore Tholkaappiyar
states that the words respectively
preceded by their attributes can
come together as two units of g
sandhi. In this way he reveals to us
the characteristic feature of Tamijl
syntax. Thus the chapter 4, puNari-
yal gives us a general idea about two
words coming together phonologi-
cally and syntactically.

One will be puzzled to see in this
chapter morphological information
like the enumeration of case

Je signs
and caariyais. gns,

Tholkg, i

points out certain changesalia}:;x}ir:;;
!aappen when words come togather
In casal or non-casal relation. In
this type of sandhi either g sound or

caariyai emerges. Tholkaappiyar
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considers this casal/non-casal rela-
tion as very vital to explain the
Tamil syntax, That is why he gives
three chapters to explain his concept
of case in collatikaaram. The
Transformationalists bring out this
casal relation only at the surface
structure level and not at the deep
structure level which was rightly
criticised by Fillmore. It is heart-
ening to note that Tholkaappiyar
rightly recognises the importance
of this relationship. Explanation
should be given here for the inclusion
of caariyai, case signs ete., (1) when
these are added to words phonologi-~
cal changes happen. These changes
can be discussed only in sandhi.
(2) These cannot be taken as along
with stems or the following mor-
phemes; because they are segmen-
table. (3) caariyais come neither
under nouns nor verbs; they do not
have independent meaning and their
nature is purely functional and they
come only when two words come in
casal/non-casal relation. Hence this
chapter is the right place to introduce
and discuss them. (4) As for case
signs (even though they are explain-
ed in collatikaaram separately,
because as caariyais they too neither
come under nouns nor verbs) because
of the changes they undergo when
they are added to nouns they have to
be discussed under sandhi. Besides
the explanation of case signs become
necessary to point out the emergence
of caariyais and the changes happen
in them.

The fifth chapter, tokai marapu
‘“usage of a group’ deals with
certain endings which behave alike
on the basis of some principle or

other. The sixth chapter is called
urupiyal. In punariyal itself it was
stated that case signs or urupu come
after the nouns to form one unit. It
was also stated therein that the
caariyai will come in between the
nouns and the case signs®%. This
chapter deals with the distribution
of caariyais and also the changes the
nouns undergo when taking these
caariyais and case signs. The last
three chapters, 7, 8 and 9 deal with
sandhi for individual endings like
vowel, consonant and kuttiya-
lukaram.

In short one can say that sandhi is
treated in the following ways:
(i) from the phonological point of
view, (ii) from the syllabic point of
view, (iii) from the morphological
point of view, (iv) from the syntac-
tic point of view (casal and non-casal
relation ete.), (v) from the point of
view of poetry, (vi) from the point
of view of writing system and
(vii) from the point of view of
meaning. Thus Tholkaappiyar’s
description of phonological structure
is not only based on ¢ phonetic
properties !’ but also on non-phonetic
properties such as categorial pro-
perties (noun, verb etc.) and selec-
tional properties (like animate,
human) of grammar.

In structural linguistics the section
‘ phonology !’ normally ends with
the discovery of the phonemes of a
language and an explanation about
the distribution of them. Linguists,
especially the structuralists argued
that this phonological level is des~
cribed quite independent from other
levels and no information regarding
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grammar or syntax is necessary*.
However some discussions have taken
place as to whether grammatical
prerequisites are necessary to deter-
mine phonology*. Omitting this
stray discussion one can say that
phonology in structural linguistics
is an independent study and it is
autonomous in nature. The usage
“autonomous phonology?”’ is suggeted
by C. F. Ferguson and Chomsky uses
the term ¢ taxonomic phonemics %,
Qince the advent of the Transforma-
tional Generative grammar this part
of linguistic description which is
claimed as ¢ autonomous’ came in
for severe criticism. (A sum up of
these could be found in Paul Postal’s
“Aspects of the Phonological theory’.’)
This theory of grammar which is
syntax based looks phonology as a
component of grammar which 1is

interpretitive in nature and takes
into account not omnly phonetic
properties but also other non-
phonetic properties such as syntactic
(categorial and selectional features)
and morphological features. In the
light of these modern developments
one should reinterpret Tholkaap-
piyar. Otherwise it will be very
difficult to explain Tholkaappiyar’s
treatment of sandhi under ezhuth-
thathikaaram. As such Tholkaap-
piyar’s treatment of phonology is
based on a well integrated theory of
linguistic description which takes
into account all aspects of phono-
logy as far as Tamil is concerned.
Perhaps this may be true to all
languages. Thus even though Thol-
kaappiyar’s theory of description is
applicable to Tamil this may very
well be utilised for the description
of other languages as well,

43, For discussion on this see Postal, Paul, M., Aspects of the Phonological
Theory, (Chapter 1) Harper and Row, Publishers, New York, 1968,
44. For instance see Pike’s articles on ¢ Grammatical Prerequisites? etc.
45. Ferguson C.F., review of M. Halle, The Sound Pattern of Russian,;
Language 38, 284-297. Chomsky N., ¢ The Logical Basis of Linguistic Theory”,

tn Lunt, 1964, ‘
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A NOTE ON

TAMIL VERBS

S. AGESTHIALINGAM

TAMIL simple verbs denote three

tenses, past, present and future
and these tenses are expressed by
various suffixes. The number of past
tense suffixes is found to be more
than that of other tenses and the
formation of past tense is also some-
what complicated.  Traditional
grammarians have set up many past
tense markers and have classified the
verb stems accordingly.

Many western scholars in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries
have classified Tamil verbs into
various classes. Among these
scholars Graul (1855) had come out
with a satisfactory classification
which has been followed by Clayton
(1952) in his revised edition of
Arden’s grammar. Pope (1926) has
also given a classification of Tamil
verbs in his “A Handbook of the
ordinary dialect of the Tamil language *'.
The Tamil Lexicon, a monu-
mental work, has almost adopted
the same classification given by
Graul.

In Arden we find seven classes
(with a few sub-classes) under three
heads, (A) weak, (B) middle and (C)
strong verbs. ‘Weak' verbs consist
of four conjugations and certain
irregular verbs like po: ‘go’, kontupo:
‘take away’, va: ‘come’ etc. The

middle has only one conjugation
whereas in the ‘Strong’ we find two
con jugations.

Wealk
past  fut. citation
Ia  -t- -v- ceyte:n  ¢did-I’
b n]t- -v- ma:nte:n ¢died-I’
¢ -nr- -v- cenre'n ‘went-I’
II -nt- -v- vilunte:n ¢fell-I"’

III -in- -v- o:tine:n  ‘ran-I’
IV - -v- vitte:n ¢ left-I’
Middle
Va -[p}t- -p- unte:n ‘ate-I’
{n]- -p- tinre:n ‘ate-l’

{t]t- -p- ke:tte:n ¢ asked-I’

A7}~  -p- toirre:n ‘failed-I’
Strong

VI -tt- -pp- pa:irtten ¢saw-I’

-nt- -pp- natante:n ‘ walked-I’

Though class IV verbs take -t- as
the past tense marker it is only a
variant of -t- which can be taken
care of by a morphophonemic rule
and hence this can be grouped with
verbs which take -t-.! This is also
the same case with Va, Vb and Vd.?
Verb class VI which takes -tt- as past
tense marker can also be brought
under la if we accept Lisker’s
morphophonemic ¢x’ which is
realized, among other things,
t before t.’

2.0 o'p

-1, AsHER, R, E, 1969—¢ Classification of Tamil and Malayalam Verbs ", Dravidian

Linguistics, Annamalai University.

2, CLAYTQN, A, C. 1952—A Progressive Grammar of Common Tamil, Madras.
3. GRAUL, KARL 1855—Outline of English Grammar, Leipzig.
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In class 1b and lc we find nasals
like n and n when verbs like matl,
a:l, mi:l, kol (where n crops in the
formation of the past) and kol, cel
(where n crops in) are conjugated for
the past tense. This is the same case
with a verb nil which is included in
Vb in Arden where we find -n
(ninre:n stood-I) in the past stem.
Unless we form very complicated
and special rules for taking care
of these nasals it would be very
difficult to account for them. Hence
ib and 1c are grouped with the verbs
that take -nt- as past tense.* This
new group will consist of Ardens 1b,
lc, Il and VII. Group Ic and VII are
grouped together as both of them
take only -nt- as the past tense
marker though they differ in the
future tense, which can be taken
care of by a simple morphophonemic
rules converting p into v in the in-
tervocalic position and after 1, r and
y. Thenew classes are as follows.

Class | |
Arden’s Past  Future Citation
Ia t v ceyte:n
v t(>t) v vitte:n
Va t(>Y) P unte:n
Vb t(>r) P tinre:n
Ve t(>) P ke:tte:n
vd t(>r) ) toirre:n
VI t (;tt) PP pawrtte:n
Class Il
Ibnt(>olt) v ma:nte:n
Ient(>[n)r) v cenre:n

II nt v vilunte:n
VII nt PP natante:n
Class 1l
III  in v oitine:n

Lisker (1951) has also classified the
Tamil verbs into three classes as
shown above with one difference; he
has included 1b and 1c of Arden with
class 1. As it has already been noted
they are grouped under class 2 in the
present classification to take care of
the nasals we find in the past forms.3
This is the same case with the
classification suggested by Asher
(1969) in his recent article.

It has been suggested by Kotanda-
raman [1969] that all these classes
can be brought under one single
class if we make use of certain
phonological rules, a few of which
are very general and are applicable
to other parts of grammar also.
The endings of the verbs, their
syllabic structure, the enunciativeu
etc. are made use of in this classifica-
tion, to nullify certain contrasts we
find in the verbal forms.

Another important factor we have
to take into account when we
consider the tense markers in
Tamil is transitive markers. Tense
markers are added either directly
to verbal roots or stems consisting
of roots and transitive markers,
Though certain transitive verbs take
the same tense markers as theip
intransitive counterparts there are
many verbs which take different
tense markers.

4, KOTANDARAMAN, P. 1969—On Sandhi, Paper submitted at the Seminar on
Linguistic Theories held at Annamalai University.
5, LIsKER, LEIGH 1951—Tamil Verb Classification, JOAS, 71, PP, 111114,
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PAST
tntransitive transitive
. &)
a:t-in-a:n a:tt-in-a:n ‘move’

atamk-in-a:n atakk-in-a:n ‘subdue’

te:r-in-a:n te:rr-in-a:n
@)
natax-nt-a:n natatt-in-ain ‘walk’
©)
uyar-nt-a:n  uyartt-in-a:n ‘rise’
. @)
nanai-nt-a:n nanaix-t-a:n ‘wet’
©)

cel-nt-a:n celutt-in-a:n  ‘go’
©

tolai-nt-a:n  tolaix-t-a:n

There are two kinds of transitives
in Tamil. One is expressed by
certain markers and we find
oontrast between intrasitive and
transitive and we may call it
DERIVED TRANSITIVE. In the
second case transitivity is shown by
the root itself and we do not find
any intransitive counterpart and we

may call it INHERENT TRANSI-
TIVE. Verbs like

etu ¢ take’
kotu ‘give’
peru ‘get?

-

come under the second class. These
forms denote transitivity and we do
not find any transitive markers and
the forms themselves have to be
marked as transitive,

But on the other hand, in the case
of certain other transitive forms
(which we called derived transitives)
there are certain transitive markers
and also their intransitive counter

parts as shown above. They can be
broadly brought under three groups.

Intransitive tranasitive

1. a:t(u) a:tt(u)  ‘move’
ku:t(u) ku:tt(u) ¢assemble’
a:k(u) a:kk(u) ¢become’
ma:r(u) marr(u) ‘change’
atamk(u) atakk(u) ‘subdue’
tirump(u) tirupp(u) ‘turn’

2, natax-nt-a:n natax-tt-in-a:n
(walked-he) (conducted-he)

cel-nt-a;n celu-tt-in-a:n
(went-he) (drove-he)

3. nanai-nt-a:n nanai-x-t-a:n
(wet-he) - (wet-he)

The derived transitive is grouped
under three classes on the
basis of how  transitive is
derived from intransitive, which
is considered as the basic
assumption of transitive formation.
In the first set, transitive is made
either by duplicating the stop or by
hardening the homorganic nasals.
This is treated by adding -t- as the
transitive marker and bringing out
the necessary changes by certain
phonological rules.! In the second
set -tt- is added as the transitive
marker. In the third the difference
is found in the tense markers
(nanaintaa:n.vs nanaitta:n) and this
is satisfactorily treated by setting
up an ‘x’ as transitive marker
(nanai-x-t-a:n).

For the description of transitive in
Tamil we have to classify the verbs
on the basis of transitive markers
they take and also on the basis
whether they are capable of taking
transitive markers. There are a

6. Porm, G, U, 1926—A Hondbook of the Ordinary Dialect of Tamil Language, London.
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sizable number of intransitive verbs
which are not capable of taking
transitive markers. That is, there
is no transitive counterpart for these
verbs.

These considerations entail the
Tamil verbs, to be classified first on
the basis of the past tense markers
and into two main classes on the

basis whether they are transitive or
intransitive. Intransitive are also
further classified on the basis of their
capability of taking transitive
markers which are in turn classified
on the basis of the transitive
markers. The following diagram
will give a picture of Tamil verb
classification.

Verbs
|
1 ] R
t-class nt-class in-class
I I
inherent tran- inherent tran- inhex.'e_nt t.ra:n-
transitive sitive transitive sitive transitive sitive
I l RN R
int|r-1 intr-2 intr-1 intr-2 intr-1 iniir-2
derived derivgd derived

transitive transitive transitive
NOTES forms like ma:nte:n ¢ died-1”” and
N & cenre:n ‘ went-I’ where we find the
L. t b/ n nasals n and n. But in the case of
t)/ { 1 } & —— ke:] we do not get any nasal when it
2. (a) t —> : is conjugated for the same tense.
r)/ { n } & —— Many scholars bring both these
1 forms ma:! and ke:! under the same
ml— t [/ — &t class (which take ‘t’ as past tense
() 1 s r | —& marker) and account for the nasal in

3. Lisker has introduced morpho-
phoneme x to nullify certain
contrasts found in certain verbs like
vilu “fall?” and iu ‘“drag” etc.
This device works perfectly well
and it simplifies the description of
tense system in Tamil.

vilu-nt-a:n “fell-he
ilu x-ta~-a:n ~——
ilutta:n ‘¢ dragged-he ”’

4, When verbs like ma:l and cel
are conjugated for past tense we get

the case of ma:! by special rules,
Instead, it is suggested that the forms
where we find nasals ‘n’ and ‘n’,
can be brought under ‘nt’ class and
others (like ke:l) under ¢t’ class.

5. Since the manuscript was
ready my attention was drawn to an
article in Tamil by Kumaraswam
Raja where he has also included the
forms in the ‘nt’ class.

6. @)t —> P/ [n] P& —

) N—> O/ —P&P

7. RAJA) KUMARASWAMY N, 1960—Tamil Teriya: tavarkalukku,
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ANANDA COOMARASWAMY: A CONFLUENCE
OF EAST AND WEST

A. RANGANATHAN

{4 THE Asiatic Cult? writes
Professor Hans Kohn, ¢ has
assumed new forms corresponding to
Europe’s expressionist tendencies,
her reaching out towards the
mythical and primitive; the roots of
nationalism struck deeper, men
meditated upon its spii'itua.l value,
as is seen in the writings of
Coomaraswamy and his contempora-
ries. And all this reached its climax
in Gandhi’s agitation.’”? Professor
Kohn’s attempt to demonstrate
the similarity between European
expressionism (which started as a
movement in German literature and
painting in the first quarter of the
present century) and the Asiatic cult
(which is a political phenomenon)
will probably astonish readers. Yet
his attempt is justified, for the revolt
of the Indians against the alienation
caused by the Western impact on
India is comparable to the revolt of
the adherents of expressionism
against current art and civilization.
In a slightly different context, it
was noted by Dr. Basil Gray of the
British Museum that Coomaraswamy
had died just when his lifework was
coming to fruition. By the time of
his death in 1947, the last vestiges of

a—

the ‘‘smoke clouds which had all
too long obscured the splendid
achievements of Indian sculpture”’
(Rothenstein)  were about to
disappear. Indeed, it has been
fashionable to regard Coomara-
swamy as the prophet of Indian
cultural nationalism., To any
student of Coomaraswamy’s thought,
however, it is clear that, despite the
national perspective of his earlier
days, Coomaraswamy slowly came
to perceive all that was best in other
cultures and traditions, as is evident
from the universal quality of his
mature writings.

Ananda Kentish Coomaraswamy
was born on August 22, 1877, in
Colombo, Ceylon. His father, Sir
Muthu Coomaraswamy, noted for his
forensic brilliance and classical
scholarship, was the first Asian to be
knighted during the reign of Queen
Victoria. Sir Muthu enjoyed the
esteem of such men as Lord
Palmerston, Lord Tennyson and
Lord Beaconsfield; indeed, Lord
Beaconsfield had portrayed him as
Kusinara in his last unfinished
novel.? In 1876, Sir Muthu married
an English lady of Kent named
Elizabeth Clay Beeby, and when their

1. Hans Kohn, A History of Nationalism in the East (George Routledge and

Sons, London, 1929)

2. This unfinished novel is printed as an appendix in G. E. Buckle’s The Life
of Benjamin Disraeli, vol. 9 (John Murray, London, 1920).

——
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only child Ananda was born, herecei-
ved the middle name *‘Kentish .
Ananda, after a brilliant career at
Wyecliffe and London University,
was appointed director of the
Mineralogical survey of Ceylon at
the age of twenty six. Though he
received a D. Sc. from London
University for his research, his
valuable discovery of thorianite in
1904 is not genarally known. It was
characteristic of Coomaraswamy’s
self-effacement that he called the
new mineral ‘‘thorianite” instead
of linking it with his own name. In
the course of his scientific work, he
became interested in the artistic
heritage of Ceylon and did a study of
the surviving guilds of the medieval
Sinhalese craftsmen and their
artifacts. The results of the study
are recorded in his classic monograph
Mediaeval Sinhalese Art (1908). Soon
he abandoned geology altogether and
devoted himself wholly to the study
of the arts and cultures of India and
Ceylon. It was at this time that he
published another excellent mono-
graph The Aims of Indian Art (1908).
In this study and in others, Coomara-
swamy tried to reconstruct and
interpret the philosophy of the
national art rather than to convey
merely the beauties of different art-
works. He was not a romantic
aesthetician but the foremost
academic historian of Indian and
Indonesian art. And he succeeded
not only in synthesizing the ideals
and traditionsof Indian art scattered
through the ages in different parts of
Asia, but also in creating a new
consciousness of Indian cultural

unity.

'Undoubtedly, the aesthetic philoso-
phy of Indian nationalism found
its most articulate exponent in
Coomaraswamy during the first
decade of the twentieth century.
In Essays in National Idealism he
wrote: ¢ We want our India for
ourselves because we believe each
nation has its own part to play in
the long tale of human progress and
nations which are not free to
develop their individuality and
character are also unable to make
the contribution to the sum of
human culture which the world has
a right to expect of them.” In other
words, he argued that every nation
ought to make its own contribution
to what Mazzini acclaimed as ¢¢ the
concert of mankind, the orchestra of
human genius.” To him the word
‘ nationalism "’ denoted the cultural
expression of a nation. When India
had attained independance, his
message was ‘‘Be Yourself', It
placed the accent on aesthetic
authenticity and not on the political
content of freedom. ¢ Nations,”
observed Coomaraswamy, ¢ are
created by poets and artists, not by
merchants and politicians. In art
lie the deepest life principles.”

In his famous oration delivered
before the Phi Beta Kappa Society in
1837, Emerson had castigated
American writers for their subservi-
ence to the artists of Europe and called
on them to create an indigenous
literature. His oration has been
Jjustly hailed as ‘“ America’s declara-
tion of intellectual independence.”
Similarly, to Coomaraswamy,
Indian nationalism was a quest
for self-realization, a declaration
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of spiritual independence. We

- cannot perceive the full significance

of Coomaraswamy’s philosophy
of Indian nationalism without
perceiving the aesthetic impact
of the theory of dhvani on his
philosophy of Indian art. The word
““dhvani” literally means ‘sugges-
tion in an aesthetic sense’ and was
developed into an elaborate theory
by Anandavardhana the clebrated
Indian literary critic of the ninth
century, A.D. While the Dhvanyaloka
of Anandavardhana, thelocus classicus
in Indian literary criticism, deals
with the aesthetic significance of
words and their subtle undertones,
Coomaraswamy reflected on the
significance of art motifs and their
symbolic meanings. Thus Coomara-
swamy’s approach to nationalism
combined the partriotic spirit of
Mazzini, the intellectual freedom of
Emerson, and the aesthetic insight
of Anandavardhana.

Though Coomaraswamy wrote
much, he always wrote well. A
master of the aphoristic style, in his
discourse he blended thought and
feeling, poetical fervour and lucid
exposition. For example, he writes
about the Dance of Shiva:

If we could reconcile Time with

Eternity, we can scarcely do so

otherwise than by the conception

of alternations of phase extending
over vast regions of space and
great tracts of time. Especially
significant, then, is the phase
alteration implied by the drum,
and the fire which ¢changes,’ not
destroys. These are but visual
' symbols of the theory of the day
and night of Brahma. In the

night of Brahma, Nature is inert,
and cannot dance till Shiva wills
it: He rises from His rapture, and
dancing sends through inert matter
pulsing waves of awakening sound,
and lo! matter also dances appear-
ing as a glory round about Him.

Dancing He sustains its manifold
" phenomena. In the fulness of

time, still dancing, he destroys all

forms and names by fire and gives
new rest. This is poetry ; but none
the less, science.

This description of the dancing
Shiva suggests T. S. Eliot’s memor-
able lines:

Neither flesh nor fleshless; Neither from

nor towards; at the stillpoint, there the
dance is,

And it also suggests the vision of
Yeats in which all opposites are
united in the cosmic dance.
O body swayed to music, O brightening
glance,
How can we know the danocer from the
dance ¢
Between 1895, when as a young man
of eighteen he published his first
article ‘‘ The Geology of Doverow
Hill,” and 1947, his seventieth year,
he became the author of more than
five hundred publications. Thejr
scope is astonishing. He had written
several articles on Indian, Indo-
nesian, and Sinhalese art in the
Encyclopaedia Britannica and also
in The National Encyclopaedia of
America,inaddition to editing English
words of Indian origin in Websters
New International Dictionary. The rest
of his publications ranges from his
collection of essays entitleq The
Dance of Shiva to such works as The
History of Indian and Indonesian Art,
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Hinduism and Buddhism, and A New

" Approach to the Vedas. The History of
Indian and Indonesian Art, which was
published in 1927, is his chief contri-
bution to the study of Indian art in
its historical, sociological and philo-
sophical contexts. Beginning with
the Indo-Sumerian finds, it gives a
clear and connected historical
account of the entire history of
Indian and Indonesian art, with
special emphasis on problems rela-
ting to the Indian origin of the
Buddha image. His profound grasp
of the various interrelated disciplines
helped him to realize the twin ideals
of harmony and truth in all Indian
art. Thus, in discussing the evolu-
tion of Indian art and culture as a
joint creation of the Aryan and
Dravidian genius, he is able to reveal
that the Gupta Buddhas, Elephants
Mahesvara, Pallava lingams, and the
later Natarajas are products of the
crossing of two spiritual natures.
In the words of Coomaraswamy, this
situation resulted in a cultural
process, which ‘“in a very real
sense” was a ‘‘ marriage of the East
and West,” or of the North and
South, consummated, as the donors
of the image would say, ‘“for the
good of all sentient beings; a result,
not of a superficial blending of
Hellenistic and Indian technique,
but of the crossing of spiritual
tendencies, racial Samskaras (pre-
occupations) that may well have
been determined before the use of
metals was known.”’

Looking back, we cannot doubt
that Coomaraswamy’s migration to
Boston was a gain ; it led to a deeper
appreciation of Indian art in the West

and particularly in America. Also,
his stay at Needham widened his
intellectual horizons and deepened
his ideas on mysticism. During this
period of time he concerned himself
especially with the general problems
of art, religion, and philosophy. By
harmonizing his manifold interests,
both Eastern and Western, he
attained a unity of outlook which
invests his writings with a lasting
significance. Coomaraswamy has
argued in his Hindu View of Art that
the fusion of religious ecstasy and
artistic experience is not an exclusi-
vely Hindu view; it has been ex-
pounded by many others-such as the
neoplatonists, Heieh Ho, Goethe,
Blake, Schopenhauer, or Schiller~and
also restated by Croce. In one of his
flashes of self-revelation, Coomara-
swamy called himself ‘“an orienta-
list who was in fact almost as much
a platonist as a mediaevalist.” And
he was continually striving to under-
stand the creative unity of symbo-
lical expressions~the Brahma of
Indian philosophers, the Logos of the
platonic philosophers, or the Unio
Mystica of Jan Van Ruysbroeck, the
father of mysticism in the Nether-
la.n'ds, and the Urquelle of the German
Meister Eckha.rtsand, in this way,
t? synthesize the fundamental in
sights of the Eastern and Western
traditions of mysticism.,

H}S ?ultura.lly most significant
notion is that of the chosen people of
the future—a notion which elevates
Coomaraawamy to the select
company ‘of those choice spirits who
have‘ effectively contributed to the
continuous dialogue between East
and West, According to him, * the

«
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chosen people of the future cannot be
any nation or race but an aristocracy
of the earth uniting the virility of
European youth in the serenity of
Asiatic age.” Elsewhere he wrote:
“ Who that has breathed the clear
mountain air of the Upanishads, of
Goutama, Sankara and Kabir, of
Rumi, Laotse and Jesus can be alien
to those who have sat at the feet of
Plato and Kant, Tauler Behmen and
Ruysbroeck, Whitman, Nietzsche
and Blake?”’ Coomaraswamy hoped
for a more fruitful era in, ‘‘East-
West Cultural Relations ”’ and wrote
that ‘“men like the English De
Morgan and George Boole, the
American Emerson and the con-
temporary Frenchmen Rene Guenon
and Jacques De Marquette were able
to make a real and vital contact
with Indian metaphysics which
became for them a transforming
experience.” He also stressed the
desirability of ‘‘ using one tradition
to illuminate the other so as to
demonstrate even more clearly that
the variety of the traditional
cultures, in all of which there
subsisted until now a polar balance
of spiritual and material values, is
simply that of the dialects of what
is always one and the same.langu.a.ge
of the spirit, of that perennial philo-
sophy to which no one people or age
lay an exclusive claim.”

It is remarkable that Coomara-
swamy, who began his care?r as a
geologist, should have ended it with
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the publication of Time and Eternity,
an impressive contribution to compa-
rative  aesthetics. He achieved
distinction in four different fields of
intellectual and creative endeavour;
geology, political philosophy, Indian
art history, and the general philo-
sophy of art, literature, and religion.
In his own person he symbolized a
racial confluence of East and West,
as well as aesthetic symbiosis of the
two cultures, scientific and literary.
Child of Ceylon and England, he
became an lndian in the same deep
sense in which Henry James trans-
formed himself into a European and
T. S. Eliot into an Englishman.
While reflecting on the life of
Coomaraswamy, one is irresistibly
reminded of Walt Whitman’s
““marriage of continents, climates
and oceans.” Coomaraswamy’s
early scientific carecer can be
compared to a spring originating
from some subterranean mineral
source, delighting everyone by its
natural freshness and sweetness.
And the later development of his
mind can be likened to the course of
the stream of Indian artistic cons-
cionsness, which starting from its
Vedic source and flowing through
India catches the nationalistic
current at the turn of the century,
then mingles with the streams of
traditional European art, and finally
joins the ocean that washes the
shores of Philosophia Perennis.



THE ART—HERITAGE OF THE PANDYAS

K. V. RAMAN

N the annals of the South Indian
art and architecture, the contri-
butions of the Pandyas constitute an
important and interesting chapter.
Not only in the quantity of output
but also in the intrinsic qualities of
beauty, strength and magnificence,
the Pandyan monuments stand out
as great landmarks, recalling to our
mind the long and arduous vicissitu-
des through which the art tradition
and art-impulses of the Tamils
reached their acme of glory
during the middle of the 13th
century. Along with their contem-
porary Pallava pioneers, the Pandyas
initiated the simple cut-in stone-
architecture in the far south and
soon followed it up with the
monolithic cut-out temples like the
Vettuvankoil of Kalugumalai and
the numerous structural edifices,
both of the modest and magnificent
varieties. If in the cave architecture,
they could challenge comparison
with their Pallava contemporaries in
structural architecture, they suc-
cessfully vied with the later Chola
contributions. After the fall of the
Chola empire, the temple-architectu-
ral achievements of the Pandyas
can indeed be said to have reached
their zenith under the patronage of
their redoubtable kings Maravarman
and Jatavarman Sundara-Pandyas.
Under these kings, the hegemony of
the Pandyas extended right upto
Nellore and the borders of the Andhra

and naturally, during this period,
the Pandyan contribution was not
confined to the traditional boundaries
of Pandyan territory but extended
far and wide. Examples of the
Pandyan Gopuras are to be found in
Srirangam and Tiruvanaikka in
Tiruchi Dt. in Chidambaram in
S. Arcot and Tiruvannamalai in
North Arcot Dt. and quite a few
other places in Chingleput Dt. also.
In the realms of sculptural art and
paintings also the Pandyas have left
behind a rich legacy which formed
the base and source of inspiration
for the Vijayanagar and Nayak
artists. This paper gives a brief
survey of the Pandyan achievements
in the realms of art and architecture.

Cave—Architecture under the
Pandyas:

The simple caverns with stone-
beds of the Jain monks and the
Brahmi inscriptions, used as resorts
of the Jain monks and found in the
neighbourhood of Madurai were
naturally formed and obviously do
not come under ‘‘architecture’’.
The natural caverns which were
there already were utilised by the
Jain recluses. All that they have
done was to cut out drip ledge to
prevent the rain water flowing from
the overhanging rock from entering
into the cavern. Besides this, they
have cut a series of stone-beds about
5 to 6 ft. long and about 2 ft. wide
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with pillow-lofts at the top. Regular
attempt at making a cave by cutting
into the rock is to be seen in a few
examples distributed in the Pandyan
territory, datable from second half
of the 7th century. They continued
to revel in rock-architecture for the
two succeeding centuries till they
were overthrown by the rising
Cholas of Thanjavur. The Pandyan
cave temples are far more in number
than the Pallava ones and are to be
found in the districts of Madurai,
Ramanathapuram, Tirunelveli, Kan-
yakumari and also in Trivandrum
and Quilon. Some were dedicated to
Siva, some to Vishnu and some to
the Jains.

The Siva cave temple in Malayadi-
kuruchi (Tirunelveli Dt.) the Nara-
simha cave temple at Anaimalai
(near Madurai) and the Subrahmanya
cave temple at Tirupparankunram
are probably the earliest in the
series. The first is assignable to the
second half of the 7th A.D. and
almost contemporary with Pallave
Mamalla’s cave-temples. It is thus
the earliest Pandyan cave temple.
This is clearly attested by the
foundation inscription of the cave.

The other two early cave temples
at Anaimalai and Tirupparankund-
ram were founded in A.D. 770 and
773 respectively as attested by the
inscriptions on them. They were
done during the time of Nedunjadai-
yan Parantakan the donor of the
Velvikkudi grant. He, like his
Pallave contemporary Rajasimha,
was a dynamic figure who was
responsible for constructing many
temples. Being a Vaishnava by faith,
he built a temple for Vishnu in

Kanjivay-perur in the Kongu
Country. The Narasingam cave
temple was excavated by his minister
Maran Kari. The mukhamandapa
in its front was done by his brother
Maran Eyinin.

The Jain cave at Sittannavasal
(Tiruchi Dt.) is another well dated
Pandyan Cave and famous for its
paintings. An inscription in Tamil
verse on the south facade of the cave
states that in thereign of the Pandya
King Srimara Srivallabha, also
called Avanipasekhara (815-862),
a Jain teacher from Madurai
(Madurai Asiriyan) by name Ilan
Gautaman renovated and embellished
the ardhamandapa and added the
mukha-mandapa. This would mean
that the original cave was much
older than the dateof theinscription.

There are quite a number of other
cave temples of the Pandyas. To men-
tion only a few more, there are: the
Tirumalaippuram cave, the Tiru-
nandikkarai (K.K.Dt.)) cave both
probably of the early 9th century
A.D. the cave temples for Vishnu at
Tiruttangal (Ramnad Dt.); for Siva,
at Piranmalai etc., Besides these,
there are quite a number of caves
excavated by Muttaraiyars which
followed the style of the Pandyan
modes. They are to be found on the
borders of the Pandyan territory and
places such as Tiruvellara, Nartta-
malai, Kunnandarkoil, Puvalaikkudi
ete. The' Pandyan cave temples
show certain characteristic features
of their own and adroitly combine
certain features of the Chalukyan
example, as for exampleat Kudimia-
malai where the pillars display
unusual traits such as the moulded-
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capital components like the Kalasa
and the Kumbha. Some of the exca-
vations are only shrine-cells. In the
disposition of sculptures and the
Iconographic features also, the
Pandyan cave temples show unusual
features. While many of the Pallava
caves have nothing in the sanctum,
the Pandyan ones do always have
relief sculptures as for example,
Vishnu at Tiruttangal, an array of
sculpture in each cell at Tirupparan-
kunram. Often in a Siva cave
temple, a rock-cut linga in the
sanctum and sometimes nandi in the
mahamandapa are shown. In the
Tirupparankunram cave temple,
there is the Somaskanda panel in
addition to the rock-cut linga on the
floor of the cell. Many cave temples
of the pandyas have Uma-Sahita
Siva.

Monolithic and Structural Temples :

The Vettuvankoil at Kalugumalai
in Tirunelveli Dt. is a solitary
example of Pandyan cut-out monoli-
thic vimana which rivals in beauty
its Pallava counterparts. It is
datable to the late 8th century A.D.
While the Pallava examples are cut
out of the free standing blocks of
rock, the Vettuvankoil is cut out on
the running hill by entrenching and
separating it all around. This was
indeed a more difficult task and in
this it is more like the Kailasa
temple, Ellora. The vimana is
squareat the base and has a octogonal
griva and Sikhara, thus forming a
temple of the true Dravidian order.
The sculptures are of great beauty.

This seems to be the only example
of cut-out ratha type available in the

Pandyan territory. There are quite
a number of early and beautiful
structural temples of the Pandyas.
Scme of the outstanding ones are:
Vatapatrasayin Temple Srivilli-
puttur (8th century A.D.); the vara-
gunisvaram Siva temple at Radha-
puram (built during the time of
Varaguna Maharaja 792-835 A.D.) who
is also credited to have built the
west tower at Tiruvidaimarudar;
Siva temple at Ambasamudram built
probably during the time of Maran
Sadaiyan. The Vishnu temple at
Alagarkoil is one of the earlier
Pandyan temples having a circular,
sanctum (vesara type) resembling
some of the Kerala temples, which
are, however rare in Pandyan terri-
tory. Two other fine examples of
undisturbed early Pandyan temples
are the main sanctum complex at
Nellaippar temple, Tirunelveli and
the Tali temple Tiruppattur.
Jatavarman Kulasekharan who
ruled between A.D. 1162 and 1175
has made a number of impressive
construction in Madurai city.
The entire sanctum-ardhamandapa-
mahamandapa complex of Sundera-
swarar shrineand Meenakshi Amman
in the Meenakshi Temple at Madurai
were built by him. They are
undoubtedly magnificent construc-
tion, planned on a grand scale and
executed with great care. It laid
the foundations of the later architec-
tural glory of the Pandyas and also
served as model for the Nayak Kings.
The depiction of the ashta-digga jas
standing majestically in the eight
directions around the sanctum is a
superb conception. Besides this, he
built the large compound wall
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around and outside it built temples
for Hariharaputra (Ayyappan)on the
east ; for Saptamatrika on the south;
for Vishnu onthe west for Ganesa
on the west and for Kali or Durga
on the north. This is graphically
described in the Thiruvalavayudayar-
Koil Tiruppanimalai and also in
Paranjothi-munivar’s Thiruvilayadal-
Puranam.

Maravarman Sundara Pandya who
ruled between A.D. 1216-1238 was
another remarkable builder. The
movement of constructing large-scale
shrines and mandapas done by
Jatavarman Kulasekhara was given
a fitting culmination by Sundara by
constructing a magnificent tower on
the 'entrance gate of Sundaresvar
shrine at Madurai. It is a nine
storeyed skyscraper with elegantly
moulded stone basement, rising to
e height and capped by a massive
Sale-sikhara of the four entrance
gopuras of Meenakshiamman temple
this is the oldest and undoubtedly

the most beautiful. The Sale-

bhanjika sculpture usually found in
entrance of all the Vijayanagar and
later gopura are assent from the
Pandyan one. Besides, the Pandyan
emblem of two carps and an ankusa
is boldly carved in the inside wall
of this tower. The other construc-
tions by them in the same temple
were Sundara Pandya-mandapa,
Sundaramaran Tirumadil etc. The
beautiful seven-storeyed gopura on
the eastern side of Tiruvanaikka
temple was also probably his work
and completed by the Hoysala King
Vira Someswara. About A.D. 1231
one of the ministers of Kulasekhara
Pandya, by name Gurukulattarayan,

constructed two templas at Tiruttan-
ga—one for Vishnu and another for
Siva.

The political as well as architec-
tural glory of the Pandyas can
indeed be said to have reached its
zenith during the reign of Jatavar-
man Sundarapandya I. His political
sway extended from Kanyakumari
in the south to Nellore and Cuddappa
in the Andhra Pradesh. He was the
greatest ruler of his time in war as
in cultural activities. Pandian
architectural activities crossed the
traditional boundaries of Pandya...
nadu and travelled the Chola manda-
lam and Tondaimandalam. Sundar
Pandya revelled in constructing
huge towers at the entrance gateways
which have come to be recognised as
a lasting contribution of the Pandyas
to the South Indian architectural
matrix. If the great Chola monarchs
like Rajaraja I and Rajendra I took
delight in building the towers over
the sanctum, the Pandyas took u
the task of beautifying the entrance-
gates. Indeed the accent on towers
at the entrance was a pandyan
legacy which the Vijayanager and
later kings took up and improved,
“Sundara Pandya Gopura? has
almost become a by-word for state]
towers of superb quality. The
gopura on the western entrance of
the Chidambaram temple was cons-
tructed by him. He also carved the
vimanas of the Na.tara.ja. shrine
(Ponnambalam) at Chidamba,ram
an'd the Ranganathg shrine at
Srn:angam with gold because of
which he came to be known as PON-
VEINDA-PERUMAN. He was also

probably responsible for the const-
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ruction of one of the towers at
Tiruvannamalai in North Arcot
Dt.

Maravarman Kulasehera I (A. D.
1268-1311) constructed the long
corridor (Tiruchurrumaligai) around
the main shrine of Nelliappar
temple at Tirunelveli. Sadaya-
varman Parakrama Pandye (A. D.
1315-1341) who ruled in the troublous
times of Muslim inroads built the
nine-storeyed gopura on the western
gate of Meenakshi Temple at
Madurai. The Pandyan contribution
continued to flow even up to the end
of the 16th century. The large temple
complex including an entrance
gopura at Tenkasi temple was built
by Parakrama Pandya (A.D. 1411-
1463). The work was started in
the presence of the king in A, D. 1457
and it took seventeen years to com-
plete. Actually, the entrance gopura
had to be completed by his brother
Kulasekhara Deva. The temple at
Tenkasi has a number of interesting
architectural features typical of
the period and sculptural represen-
tation.

In short, the typical temple-town
complex with large enclosures and
four huge towers with which the
Tamil country is associated, is a
Pandyan legacy.

Pandyan Sculpture :

The earliest specimens of the
Pandyan sculptures are to be seen in
their cave-shrines. In simplicity of
decoration and rhythmic grace in
facial expression they form one
superb class with the sculptures of
the Pallava and the Chalukya
school. The sculptures of Brahma,

dancing Siva, Vishnu and Ganesa
found in the Tirumalaipuram cave
are remarkable. The interesting
galaxy of sculptures found at Tirup-
parankunram main cave speak
volumes about the Pandyan genius.
In the latter cave the large panel of
Narasimha killing Hiranya and the
Siva dancing in the midst of the
musical orchestra and being watched
by Siva, Ganesh and Parvati are
outstanding creations.

Similarly, Kalugumalai temple is
& veritable sculpture gallery and
contains very fine representation
such as Uma-Sahita Siva, Narasimha,
Brahma, Skanda, Chandra and
Surya. Dahshinamurti shown play-
ing on the mridanga is probably
unique, not found elsewhere. There
are also a number of Jain sculp-
tures nearby at Kalugumalai such
as Parsvanatha, Yaksha and
Yakshis.

Examples of later Pandyan
sculpture can be seen in the
numerous temples enumerated above-
some of the outstanding one’s to be
seen in Madurai Meenakshi temple,
Tirunelveli Nelliappar temple,
Tenkasi temple and in Srivilli-
puttur. The later sculptures are
larger in size and probably, the
practice of carving lower portions of
huge pillars into life-size sculptures
was a Pandyan innovation which the
later Nayaks adopted and later
developed as seen for example in
their Pudumantapam at Maduraj.
Ix.m fact the introduction of large life-
81ze portrait sculptures in the multi-
faceted pillars was started by the
Pandyas as exemplified in the
Nelliappar temple, Tirunelveli.
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Pandyan Paintings :

The art of painting was also
patronised by the Pandyas. Their
contributions in this field are to be
seen in the cave-shrines at Tiru-
malaipuram, Sittanavasal and Tiru-
nandikkarai.

Thus, Pandyan contribution to the
art heritage of South I[ndia is
substantial and variegated. They had
practised the tradition of working in
tough stone like granite longer than
the Cholas. They had specialised in
building long and spacious corridors,

mandapams and tall gopuras for
which quarrying of huge granite
slabs and vast spanning were
necessary. Even today, wherever
big mandapas or temples are cons-
tructed, the artisans from the
Pandyan territory are invited even
as for bronze icons or sculpture, the
Chola artist is being invited. If the
Cholas excelled in the art of icono-
graphy, the Pandyas held a supreme
place in the art of construction of
huge and impressive edifices of
artistic value.
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VAISNAVA ICONOGRAPHY IN

THE TAMIL COUNTRY
R. CHAMPAKALAKSHMI

ICONOGRAPHY is a meeting point of
art and philosophy. It represents
the gradual growth of a representa-
tional technique around a conceptual
nucleus. The movement of a parti-
cular faith may have employed art
as a popular means of expression,
but it often happens to the immense
advantage of art and its progress.
This is as much true in the case of
Vaisnava iconographic development
in the Tamil country, as it is with
tbe others, not only in the South but
in the whole of India.
South India has made significant

contribution to the development of .

Vaisnava iconography, the most
notable among which is the
Vaikhanasa division of the forms of
Visnu into three viz., §thanaka, Asana
and Sayana. Of the three, the Sayana
form attained a special importance
in the Tamil country. Again, the
distinction among the Yoga, Bhoga,
Vira and Abhicartka forms in the
Dhruvabheras (idols consecrated in
the Sanctum Sanctorum) is largely a
southern development, though the
Vira and Abhicarika forms are rare
even here probably due to the
inauspicious purposes for which
they are intended. In the north, not
only is this distinction unknown,
but even the main Sayana and Asana
varieties are rare,

The fact that the Sayana form is a
southern development must be
attributed to the nature of Visnu
worship in this region. Visnu was
accepted here first and foremost
as the Creator par excellence. The
Vedic element in Narayana-Visnu
worship dominates the entire progress
of Vaisnavism in this area and hence
the great antiquity of the Ranga-
natha shrines even in the Tamil
country. References to this aspect of
Visnu are numerous even in the
Tamil literature of the Sangam
period. This form is an elaborate
plastic representation of the cosmic
god Narayana. Itis primarily based
on the concept of the original
principle named Vidvakarman and
described in the later verses of the Rg
Veda-* That which is beyond the sky,
beyond the earth, beyond the gods
and spirits...” The waters contained
the earliest embryo in which all the
Gods were collected. One (receptacle)
rested upon the navel of the unborn,
wherein all beings stood ’.!

The consistent tradition of the
evolution of the world out of the
cosmic waters and the child lying
on the nyagrodha leaf and having
within him the nucleus of the
Universe, which was shown to
Markandeya by the grace of the
child god, as mentioned in the

1. Rg Veda X.82,5and 6
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Mahabharata?, had a great appeal to
the early Tamil country and the
Vaisnava exponents of the Bhakti
movement. Together, the above
two ideas produced the most remark-
able concrete expression of the two
forms of Narayana lying on the
serpent couch in the midst of the
ocean and the child Krsna lying on
the banyan leaf amidst waters with
the power of creation latent in
hims,

Like the Sayana images which are
extremely rare in North and East
India, the Asana forms are equally
uncommon there. There are a few
exceptions as in the case of the
Adimiurti figures, which occur in the
North even as early as the 6th century
A.D. as seen in the reliefs of the
Dasavatara temple at Deogarht. The
Adimiurti forms of Visnu-‘seated on
the coils of the serpent Sesa with
the hoods forming a canopy above,
seem to be a favourite theme with

"the sculptors of the Tamil Country

for, images representing this form
are more numerous here and date
from the. Pallava period. Further
an interesting feature of such repre-
sentations is the inclusion of the
figure of Narasimha seated at the
foot of the Adimurti image, as found
in the Panels from Namakkal in the
Salem District (8th-9th Century A.D.)

and Tiruvellarai in the Tiruchira«
palli District (9th Centurv A.D.)

The standing and seated figures of
Visnu in the North are not based on
the Vaikhanasagama division but
they merely represent Visnu in the
twenty four Vyiha or emanatory
aspects which developed out of the
emanatory forms of Vasudeva-Krsna.
In the Sthanaka forms represent'ed.in
the Northern, Central and Eastern
Parts of India, different wvarieties
were evolved showing Visnu with a
multiplicity of heads and arms
symbolising the combined aspect of
the Vyuhas called the Vaikuntha and
Viévarupa forms. Such images are
practically unknown in the Tamil
country. Again in the Sthanaka
forms of Visnu Buddhist elements
came to be incorporated especially
in Bengal, whereas Buddhist influ-
ences are.conspicuously absent in
the Visnu images of the Tamil
Country.

It may be suggested here that the
ultimate origin of all the forms of
Visnu in the Southern region may
largely be traced to the cult of
Bhakti, which is the simplest and
most effective form of worship and
which, in this region, remained
unaffected by Tantricism. The same
cannot be said of the development of
Vaisnava icons in the North, where

2. Vana Parvan, Chap. 188 and 189.

3. Visnu seemsto have usurped all the significant feats originally associated with
Prajapati. ln the Manu Samhitqa 1,10, the waters are called Narasas they were the
sons of Nara and the waters were the first resting place of Prajapati and hence he
came to be called Narayana. The transfer of several myths originally associated with
Prajapati was not a little responsible for the exaltation of Vignu’s importance, at the
cost of Brahma, the Prajapati, who thus never attained the same pre-eminent posi-
tion that Vignu came to occupy among the Brahmanic triad.

4, J. N.Banerjes, Journal of the Indian Socisty of Oriental Art, XIII, pPp. 8990,

a
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besides the Tantric forms of worship,
the Mahayana and Vajrayana
branches of Buddhism had attained
great prominence in the medieval
times, particularly in Eastern India.
Hence, the variety of Visnu figures
combining Tantric and Buddhist
elements is greater, representing a
syncretism, necessitated apparently
by religious exigencies.

In the Tamil country, the Buddhist
faith never attained the glorious
heights which it had reached in
other parts of India. Hence, Buddhist
elements have no part in the
syncretic forms of this region. Even
among the traditional list of the ten
avataras of Visnu, Buddha does not
find a place in the Tamil country.
The Vaisnava hymnists, ignored
this avatara which is included in the
Paficaratra Agamas.

It may also be pointed out here
that even in the South, the Karnataka
region (Mysore and parts of Western
and Northern Deccan) shows greater
affinity to the North in the develop-
ment of Vaisnava iconographic
concepts and the methods of represen-
tation. The similarity between the
Vaisnava sculptures of the Hoysala
Country (Mysore) and the Pala
sculptures of Bengal in many icono-
graphic details and manner of their
treatment is too close to be ignored.

In the Tamil country, on the other
hand, both in details and style, a
development of its own, distinguish-
able from the influences of the
North may be clearly seen. Simpli-
city and realistic treatment charac-
terise the sculptural representations
‘of this region. It is also significant
that either in the standing or in the

seated types, Visnu is never endowed
with more than eight hands, while
in the reclining form the number of
arms is invariably two. Beginning
from the two handed varieties, the
four handed and eight handed types
were developed, but the four handed
type remained the standardised one.
Eight handed types are more common
among the Narasimha and Tri-
vikrama forms and occasionally in
the Garudavahana aspect.

The Caturvyuihas were well known
from the Sangam age but were hardly
taken up as independent themes for
representation in the sculptures of
the subsequent periods. On the other
hand, the avataras seem to have
gained an unparallelled precedence
over the Vyuha or emanatory forms.
Vasudeva-Krsna, Balarama, Prad-
yumma and Aniruddha are not
represented in their Vyiha aspect and
this is further confirmed by the
rarity of the twenty four forms
(Caturviméatimurtayah) of Visnu
evolving out of the Vyihas. In the
North and in the Deccan, the twenty
four forms became more common
and such representations, both for
meditative purposes and for worship
in individual capacity, are numerous
in the medieval sculptures of Bengal
and in the Calukya - Hoysala sculp-
tures of the Karnataka.

The avataras which attained great
popularity in the Tamil country owe
it to the hymns of the Alvars, who
constantly sang in praise of the
numerous forms of Visnu in general,
and of the traditional Dadavatara in
particular. Even among the tradi-
tional ten, the Matsya and Kurmsa
forms remain unknown through
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sculptures till the late medieval
times i.e. 15th - 16th centuries A.D.
The Varaha, Narasimha and
Vamana - Trivikrama forms found
frequent expression through the
remarkable bas-reliefs of the Pallava,
Pandya and Kongu countries in the
7th - 9th centuries A. D. These
sculptures are more narrative than
iconic in character and depict
the chief events of the stories of the
avatdras, the dominating feature
being the figure showing the form in
which the God incarnated himself.
The narrative form later gave place
to pure iconic representations in
stone and metal, in which the details
of the story are either omitted or
merely alluded to in small carvings
on the pedestal or by the side of the
niches containing the main icon.
The narrative panels are evidently
directly based on the Puranic works
describing the circumstances of the
respective incarnations.

The preponderant influence of the
Agamic tradition superseded the
importance of narrative representa-
tion and icons came to occupy their
respeptive niches and shrines in the
temples. Temple building and conse-
eration of images came to begoverned
by the Agamas even as early as the
7th - 8th centuries A.D.

The narrative sculptures of Varaha
and Trivikrama are represented in
much the same manner as the con-
temporary sculptures in the Deccan.:
The Narasimhavatara, however,
received special attention and

detailed treatment in the Tamil
country both in literature and sculp~

tural representations. Narasimha is
represented in many ways-in action,

in repose, in meditation and with
Laksmi. The scene of the actual
fighting between Narasimha and
Hiranyakadipu was invariably intro-
duced in the narrative reliefs
representing the story of this
avataras. It appears to be a special
contribution of the sculptors of the
south to the repertoire of Vaisnava
themes. A variety of themes
connected with the Narasimhavatara
were evolved by them viz., Nara-
simha appearing from the pillar, his
combat with the asura and the final
act of killing the asura. Subsequently,
different forms such as Laksminara-
simha, Girijanarasimha or Yoga-
narasimha and Kevalanarasimha
came to be introduced. It may be
pointed out in this connection that
the masterpiece among the. Rastra-
kuta sculptures in Ellora, depicting
the fighting scene, owed its inspira-
tion, in all probability, to the much
earlier sculpture of the same theme
in the Kailasanatha temple at Kafici
handled in a masterly fashion by the
Pallava sculptor of the 7th century
A.D.

The earliest representation of the
Yoganarasimha or Girijanarasimha/
form appears to be that of the late
Pallave period i.e. 9th century A.D.~
found in the Svastika tank to the
south of the Pundarikaksa temple in
Tiruvellarai in the Tiruchirapalli
Distriot. - More interesting is the
earliest form of Laksminarasimha
which occurs among the early"
Pallava bas-reliefs of Manimangalam
in the Chingleput District, Here, the
Goddess is represented in the form of
the Srivatsa symbol by the side of
the seated figure of Narasimha. This
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theme seems to have formed the
basis of the later sculptures of the
God.with Laksmi seated on his lap.
The same concept must have also
inspired the similar combined forms
of Laksmi-Varaha and Laksmi-Haya-
griva. | :

Paradurama is a shadowy figure,
though various legends connected
with him are popular in this region.
His avataras-hood is never questioned,
yet he is rarely depicted as such,
obviously because of his earlier
associations as an ascetic and of the
historical basis of his connection
with the origin of Kerala and
Konkana. Above all, the stories of
his acceptance of Siva as the
superior God, had a greater appeal to
the common people of the Tamil
country. The cult of Paragurama,
therefore, developed on different
lines and his mother Renuka was
received and identified by popular
belief as one of the numerous local
divinities representing Sakti or Kali.

Rama, the most adored among the
deified heroes, remains to this day
one of the popular avatdras of Visnu.
Stories about him and his inclusion
into the avatdara fold date from the
early centuries of the Christian era
in South India, though he is repre-
sented in sculptures only from about
the beginning of the 10th century
A.D. Narrative panels of great
merit representing the Rdimayana
scenes are well known from the
early Cola period. However, the
remarkable idols of Rama with his
consort Sita, his inseparable brother
Laksmana and his incomparable
devotee Hanuman may be said to be
a distinct contribution of the South,

particularly of the Céla period.
Such representations were not
entirely unknown in the north, for
we have a number of monuments in
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Bengal
bearing sculptures depicting the
Ramayana  story. Occasionally
Rama icons with Laksmana and
Sita are also known. The significant
contribution of the south to this rich
iconographic collection consists of
the groups of bronzes representing
the three or four together.

Balarama or Sankarsana was
popular in the Sangam age as one of
the great Vrsni herces and as a
Vyuha of Vasudeva-Krsna. He
gradually lost his popularity as a
Vrsni hero, independent of Krsna, in
the later periods. The merging of
his identity with Krsna became so
complete that nowhere in the hymns
of the Alvars, is he spoken of for his
individual exploits. Further, it is
the avatdra Balarama, of whom they
sang and hence he receives scant
attention both in literature and
sculptures, except in this capacity.
Sculptures of this avatira are more
common in the late medieval period.
As the Vrsni hero, however, he
figures in a few early shrines such
as those in Tiruvallikkeni in Madras
and Tirunaraiyuar (Tanjore District).
The significance of the presence of
the Vrsni heroes in the Garbha-grha
seems to have been forgotten even in
the time of the Alvars, who sing
about Krsna or Parthasarathi as the
chief deity in these shrines and
ignore the others completely. Even
during the period of his early
popularity apart from his avatare
hood, the ndga associations of Bala-
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rama and his characteristic fondness
for wine are totally unknown in the
sculptures of thisregion, whereas his
jiconography passes through interest-
ing stages of development in the
north till medieval times.

Krsna is by far the most beloved of
the avataras in the Tamil country as
also in the whole of India. As Mayon,
he is frequently mentioned in the
early Tamil works and as the God
of the Mullai region, his bucolic
associations are often described. As
the Vrsni hero and as the chief deity
around whom the cult of the Bhaga-
vatas grew up, he is familiarly
known to the early Tamils.

Krsna is the most attractive
avatara of Visnu, considering all the
incarnations wvis-a-vis the general
iconographic features of Visnu.
Krsna seems to have taken to him-
self many of the original divine
characteristics of Visnu in such
abundant measure that he is distin-
guished form Visnu only through the
name, the norm remaining practi-
cally the same. Other avatdras are
for specific purposes and have more
symbolic  significance than a
prolonged expression of divine
features through human or non-
human forms. The only exception
in this regard, Rama, is on the other
extreme, being human par excellance.
But Krsna leads his life with a divine
ease that rominds one of the supreme
pPower of the protector himself. So
a continuous picture of divine play-
fulness (lilds) of supreme wisdom
revealed in an effortless way and of
perfect detachment in the middle of

a typical human life, is afforded in
this incarnation. This explains the
great appeal that Krsna has to the
common man and the saint, both of
whom picture him in as many forms
as his mysterious ways depict him-
the mischievous and playful child,
the sporting youth, the great teacher
and highest goal or Bhagavat.

Krsna takes the ninth place in the
traditional list of the ten avataras in
the Tamil country. Buddha, who
is usually counted as the ninth
incarnation in many parts of North
India, has no place in the avatirg
fold in Tamil literature, though a
solitary reference is made to him
in an early Pallava Grantha insorip-
tion.’

The greatest variety of Kpsna
icons was evidently developed “out
of the rapturous descriptions given
by the Alvars. Varieties of the
child Krsna, such as Balakrsna
Navanita Narthana Krsna . a.nci
Kaliyamardana were the special
themes to which the sculptors of the
Tamil country devoted a great share
of their attention. The bronze icons
representing the above forms in the
Tamil country have no parallels in
any other part of India. Indeed, the
Navanita Krsna and other images
of the boy Krsna in the north date
from much later times and mg
be said to owe their inspiration to the
sculptors of the Tamil countr
It is also significant that tlf}:;
Vaikhanasagma describes these varie-
ties and also states that the forms
of Krsna are countless, Further,

the Rajagopala or Rajamannar form

Para 2

5., M.E.R. (Annual Report on South Indian Epigraphy), 1922-23, No, 663, Part II,
‘ . ?
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of Krsna described as Manusa
Vasudeva by the Agamas seems’ to
be a distinct development of this
region.

The special halo, which sur-
rounds Krsna in the Tamil country,
may be attributed to the character
of this deity, which must have very
closely resembled the chief traits
of Mayon, the deity of the Mullai
region, with whom Visnu-Krsna
came to be identified by the early
Tamils of the Sangam age. Mayon
was a pastoral deity, whose worship
was believed to bestow prosperity
and plenty i.e. cattle, especially
milch cows to the people. It is not
difficult to understand the immediate
association of Krsna with Mayon
(the black one) for the former was
already a bucolic god due to his
cowherd character. In addition to
his ready acceptance and popularity
among a definite community in the
early Tamil country, a cowherdess
called Pinnai came to be linked up
with him as his beloved. This
concept received the attention of
every one of the Alvars of the
subsequent period. The sublime
relationship of Krsna with Pinnai
is mentioned without exception by
the contemporary writers and poets
of other faiths as well. '

Stories from the Bhagavata were
represented in the Pallava and Céla
sculptures which are however
independent panels and not succes+
sive ones like those depicting the
Ramayana. One of the favourite
themes of the Krsna stery waas the
Kudam dance, said to have been

performed by him in the streets of -

tSo’ the fortress of Banasura,

which -~ finds the most beautiful

expression in a sculpture of the late

Pallava period in Tiruvellarai.

Such themes seem to have had a

distinct local development and
significance. In the Tamil country
Krsna is associated with a variety
of dances, including the Alliyam,
Kudam and Kuravai; and Kama, his'
son is said to have performed the
Pédu. Balarama and Pinnai are the
partners of Krsna in the Kuravai
dance, which appears to have been
the proto-type of the Hallifaka and
the later Rasalila dances of the
of the north with which Krsna and
the gopis are intimately connected.
This is a favourite theme even today
among the folk dances and art
traditions of Rajasthan.

. Kalki, the future avatara is not
known to the Tamil works before
the period of the Alvars. In the
sculptures of the Tamil country
this avatdira is represented only
from late medieval times.

While the avataras were respresen-
ted individually and with their
particular associations, representa-
tions of all the ten together are
practically unknown till the
Vijayanagar times, when they aré
shown on door jambs or toranas
in successive panels as well as
in paintings. On the contrary;
representation of all the ten avataras
on the prabhavali around the main
figure of Visnu in any of his forms,
is a common feature throughout
North India. North Indian sculptures
representing the ten avatdras in
stelne, metal and stone plaques
dating from the early medieval
period are numerous.
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Among the minor avataras of
Visnu, the Mohini aspect seems to
be more popular in the Tamil
country. Itis known to the Sangam
works and is described as the form
taken by Visnu in the Amrtamandana
episode. The hymns of the Alvars
frequently refer to the story of the
churning of the ocean of milk and
the Mohini form assumed by Visnu
to delude the asuras. The representa-
tion of this form assumes a two fold
importance, one, as the Mohini who
deluded the asuras while distributing
amrta between the devas and asuras
after the churning of the ocean of
milk and the other, as the female
form which attracted Siva and the
union of the two. The latter myth
has formed the basis of the sculptural
representations of Mohini in Siva
temples. A further development
of this myth is the Hariharaputra
concept i.e. the son born of this
union, around whom an independent
cult has developed in the south, viz.
that of Sasta or Ayyanar.

Other minor avataras such as
Hayagriva, Dhanvantari, Vedavyasa
and Nara-Narayana are referred to
in Tamil literature from the 7th
century onwards. However, sculptu-
ral respresentations of these forms
are not common. While Hayagriva
and Dhanvantari are represented in
late medieval sculptures in stone
and metal the others are almost
entirely unknown in the art of this
region.

The syncretic concept of Harihara
finds the earliest sculptural represen-
tation in the south in the Pallava

and Pandya sculptures. This concept
was known to the Tamils even in
the Sangam age. It is quite probable
that the early concept of Harihara
travelled from the Tamil country
beyond the seas to the South East
Asian countries, particurlarly Cam-
bodia, where early sculptures of
Harihara of the 7th - 8th centuries
A.D. (the Chen-la period) are quite
well knowm. In North India sculp-
tures of this combined form of Siva
and Visnu are known only from the
medieval periodé. An interesting
development of syncretism in the
north is the incorporation of the
Buddha, Surya and others in the
icons of Visnu. The Buddhist ele-
ments are totally absent in the
syncretistic tendencies leading to
rapprochment among various cults
in the Tamil country. Even the
Surya element is hardly shown in
sculptures combining Siurya and
Visnu, though the idea was not
unknown to early Tamils. Visnu’s
solar character is definitely mentio-
ned in Tamil literary works, but no
corresponding development is seen in
the sculptural representations. On
the other hand, sculptures of Strya~
narayana are quite common in the
western Calukya and Hoysala monu-~
ments.

Another distinct development in
the Tamil country is the Garudan-
tika form of Vignu showing Garuda
in the human form standir.xg
humbly, in a devotional attidye by
the side of Visnu. The ea.rl’iest
representations of this form are
found in the early Pandya and

_ 6. J, N, Banerjea, Development of Hindu Ioonogi'aphy. PP 54647,
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Pallava sculptures of the 7th - 9th
centuries A.D. after which it ceases
to appear even in the Tamil coun-
try. This form is absent in the
iconography of the other parts of
South India and in the North. In its
place, the Garudavahana form, in
which the God is seen riding on the
Garuda in his bird form, becomes a
common theme of representation.
Evidently the legend of the Gajendra-
moksa is the basis of the evolution of
the Garudavahana form. Closely
allied to this, is the concept of
Varadaraja. Names like Varadaraja,
Venkatesa and Srinivasa given to the
Gods of the Vaigsnava temples in the
Tamil country have a legendary
basis of local origin, and have no
special iconographic features at-
tached to them. This is an interest-
ing regional peculiarity, for the
names of Visnu differ from place to
place and temple to temple in this
country, though the features of the
God enshrined in them hardly vary,
except in their postures - standing,
seated or reclining.

Among other minor forms which
were developed in the Tamil country
is that of Annamfrti, the presiding
deity of the kitchen. Representations
of this deity occur only from about
the 12th - 13th centuries A. D.

The chief consorts of Visnu
worshipped in the Tamil Country
are Sridevi and Bhudevi. Bhu-
devi, as a consort of Visnu,
represents a special feature of the
Vaisnava pantheon in this region
and is rarely found in the North,
where Sri and Pusti or Sarasvati are
commonly accepted as Visnu’s con-

sorts and shown in sculptures.

Pinnai is the consort of Krsna and
marks another distinctive feature of
the Tamil country. Andal is yet
another consort, who came to be
included in the Vaisnava pantheon
in this region and later spread to
other parts of the South, especially
the Telugu area. She represents a
unique instance of a young lady
saint, deified and accepted as a con-
sort of Visnu.

The deification and inclusion of
the Alwars and Acaryas of the
Vaisnava sectin the pantheon is yet
another development in the Tamil
country, and is a purely historical
phenomenon. Representations of
these saints and teachers in sculptu-
res began in the early Cdla period
and led to the erection of separate
shrines for their images in Visnu
temples.

The personification of the ayudhas
or weapons of Visnu is a rare feature
in the Tamil country. With the
exception of the Pallava panel of
Anantadayi in Mamallapuram, one
meets with no other sculputres
representing Vaisnava  Ayudha-
purusas, though there are a few Cola
bronzes representing them indepen-
dently. The weapons of Visnu are
invariably represented in their
inanimate and natural forms but
with slight variations in the mode of
treatment of the motifs in the sculp-
tures of different periods.

Of great significance, however, is
the development of the worship of
Sudardana or Cakrattalvar, who
came to be identified with God Visnu
himself and to whom separate
shrines came to be built from about
the 12th century A.D. Varieties of
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Cakras, with or without the
anthropomorphic form of the God
represented on it, are found,
particularly from the 12th century
A.D.

The growth of the Vaisnava con-
cepts in the Tamil country as
portrayed in the literature and
sculptures of this region begins from
the early scattered literary descrip-
tions of the Sangam are evolving
into the crystallised concepts and
forms of representation down the
ages. The dominant trend both in
literary descriptions and iconic
representations is the expression of
divine concepts through symbolism.
As ages pass, repetitions fog the
symbolic content of the form, but
one can trace back along the evolu-
tion to the basic symbolism.

Visnu is conceived from the
earliest times as a protector. His
blue complexion is at once identified
with the sky and the ocean, which
encompass the earth, as a protective
layer and fertile fringe. His stature
is often cdifpared to the ‘green’
mountain i.e. the mountain covered
with green vegetation, which isin
consonance with his all pervading

22

character. In his Krsnavatara, black
is associated with the God, for it
symbolises the rain clouds. Again
as the presiding deity over the forest
region, the Mullai, his character
speaks of ever-green fertility and
plenty. The conch, which is held
even to-day as a source of fertility,
and his brilliant wheel which is g
symbol of fruitful activity and
wealth, arehis attributes. Prosperity
is a by-product of preserving perseve-
rence ; so too is Sri, the consort of
Visnu,

Thus Visnu, both in his attributes
and actions, is the source of
sustenance, standing in striking con-
trast with ¢Siva,’ the destroyer. A
noble doubling of divine prowess
takes place in the case of Visnu, for
Brahma, the Creator, is made but an
off spring of the former.

As a natural process, the duties of
the protector of the earth find him
often on the earth itself in mortal
frame, and cast among all the
ordeals of human life, Visnu carries
them out. In superhuman forms
also the same protective fervour is
expressed. Hence the spectrum of
the avataras.
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THE TAMIL INTELLIGENTSIA AS MODERNIZER—
A STUDY OF FAILURE

R. SRINIVASAN

N traditional . countries native
intelligentsia and intellectuals
have played consistently an impor-
tant role in modernizing their
societies. Among the nations of
Asia, whether it be in the Middle
East, Southeast Asia, or in China or
Japan, it has been the intellectual
who has led the others in formula-
ting issues, perceiving the significance
of the great changes yet to come, and
in’offering solutions. He has acted
often as a grey eminence to those in
centres of power; often as in China,
he has memorialised to the tradi-
tional power holders, warning them
of impending dangers. He has
remained.important in formulating
and developing new native ideologies
around which could muster new
loyalties.

One of the most important of
distinctions to be noted in the role of
the elites in the changing world of
Asia is the subordinate role of the
intellectual in colonies when con-
trasted with sovereign nations such
as Turkey, China or Japan. In these
independent countries there were
important groups in the late nine-
teenth century which saw in the
dominant western nations not only
a challenge to native ways of living
and thinking. To them it was
apparent that native ways were
totally out of date unless radical

adjustments were made with the
existing political situation. In the
battles for concessions, or in the
drive for opening new areas for
trade, the methods that were used by
western nations were not always
civilized and even when there
were many instances of civilized
behaviour, the iron fist beneath the
velvet glove was all but apparent.
To the Chinese and the Japanese
intellectual the levers of power were
clearly visible and the tone and the
tenor of the debate in these countries
were very different from what they
were in India.
- However, to the Indian intellectual
coming of age in the 1880s or the
1890s the realities of political power
were felt differently. In China and
Japan what was at stake was the
very survival of them as soverign
nations. In India on the other hand,
questions of national sovereignty
were rather distant. The British rule
had brought in all the blessings that
any civilized order could ever
achieve; peace, law and a general
tenor of living which rewarded the
hard working, the ambitious and the
skilled. Commerce, the laws, and
the professions indeed did very well
and for prolonged periods.

The sensitive Indian was aware of
the humilities of a subject nation,
the blatant inequality in the civil
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service opportunities, discrimination
in social matters and a contempt for
several native ways of doing things.
But a society long used to an inegali-
tarian order, with fairly fixed codes
of conduct based essentially on
inequality accepted these more or
less as natural.

Peace and order promoted the
awareness of civility and there was
time to contemplate on one’s past
and discover new values in ancient
ways of living and thinking. One of
the most remarkable happenings in
the late nineteenth century was the
great interest in things native and a
sense of pride that Indians had in
their hoary civilization. Here,
though the westerners showed'a great
interest in the Indian tradition,
civilization and culture, Indians in
large numbers cultivated them in all
earnestness. Scholarship in Sanskrit
and other studies reached heights of
critical acumen which perhaps were
not touched at any time earlier. New
and challenging ways of defending
Indian traditions were attempted
and more extreme forms of these
were indeed common. .

But what perhaps was most signifi-
cant of these was the leavening of
the social ethos by sensitive intel-
lectuals. Ram Mohun Roy virtually
founded single handed comparative
religion as an intellectual pursuit
and did a pioneering attempt to
make Hinduism come to terms with
higher criticisin. Barbarous practices
were put an end to. A number of
sankritists sharpened their awakened
intellects at ancient texts and
exegetical criticism to condemn or
defend Indian customs. It is signifi-

cant to note how often the great
debators of the Indian tradition and
practices were simultaneously good
sanskritists too. One thinks of
Bhandarkar, Vidyasagar, Pandita
Ramabhai and others.

In the countries of Asia in the late
nineteeth century, the predominant
concern of the intelligentsia was for
national integration, for fostering a
sense of oneness among fellow-
nationals and raising their native
country to a position equal to that of
the western countries. Thus, Chinese
and Japanes® intellectuals discussed
one problem above other things—and
that was the strengthening of the
nation vis-a-vis the West. This
would mean subordinating the
interests of the region, any region in
the presence of the national demand.
In Japan regional, fief patriotism
was fairly high for prot;‘acted
periods before the Meiji Restoration ;
yet even here there was no attempt
to reassert regional autonemy for its
own sake. The regional leaders tried
to get a place among the group that
controlled the politics of the nation.
Similarly, though the governors of
China were intensely regional and
based on regional strength, they
developed the regions and tended to
identify it with the development of
the nation. The one local rebellion
in Japan against the central power
the Satsuma revolt (1871) was not a’.
r.egional revolt as much as an expres-
sion of peasant discontent. Simij-
.la.rly, in the Middle East, we find
ideologists and intellectuals tending
to stress the country or the nation
rather than the region. In India too
we find almost all the intellectuals
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in the period appealing to a national
image of India, though they might
have written or communicated in
the regional languages. Long before
the nineties of the last century, the
writings of Derozio and his disciples
breathe a newly discovered nation-
hood. Bankim was to give an
emotional dimension to this in his
novels and in some of his essays.
- Several looked to the regeneration of
a new Aryavarta and happenings in
some obscure corner could arouse
indignation and condemnation on a
national scale. One thinks of the
infliction of great misery by the
indigo planters on the natives; one
also remembers the partition of
Bengal. Thus though many writers
and intellectuals expressed them-
selves in the regional languages yet
there was some vague unidentified
national consciousness. Grievances
could be sharpened as in the case of
the ill-fated Ilbert Bill, the lowering
of the age of entry into the Civil
Service and the suspension of
Surendranath Banerjea from the
ICS. Yet, at the same time, people
were fed on parochial and regional
ideoclogies, especially in Bengal,
Maharastra and Tamilnadu. Often
these regional drives put on national
clothing; their true nature was not
perceived though they were indeed
locally influential. The case of
Suryanarayana Sastri indicates the
attraction that a regionally based
‘primordial cultural ideology could
have to a highly educated intellec-
tual, one who was exposed perhaps
to the best that the West could offer
by way of education in those days.
Suryanarayana Sastri is one who

remains important for his work
marks a transition of a type of
scholarship. One way and tradition
of Tamil studies gave way to another
and in bridging this tradition
V. G. Suryanarayana Sastri played
an important part. Unlike study of
the prakrits in Northern and Western
India, Tamil Studies and its pursuits
never completely died down. One
can best see it when one compares it
with similar traditional scholarship
in other parts of Asia. The best
example of a comparable position
that one can think of is contempo-
rary China. China at the time of
Sastri was exactly where Tamila-~
gham was in the seventeenth century
—wars, petty invasions, made for
the entire fabric of civilized life to
be shorn to shreds. Trade, and
peaceful avocations were entirely
disrupted. Yet a number of pockets
of traditional Confucian scholarly
centres survived and transmitted
this valuable tradition of the
study of texts, interpretation
and analysis of Confucian classics.
So well were these preserved and
studied that we can get an idea of
the very mannerism of Confucius
and Mencius. In Maharastra, in the
1850s there appears to have been no
similar tradition of scholarly
pursuits of the Marathi language and
literature, though as a language
Marathi was much younger than
Tamil. Like. China and unlike
Maharastra and other parts of India
in Tamilnadu the Tamil centres of
learning were always active and
they transmitted through gifted
teachers and scholars the valuable
tradition of Tamil studies. The non=

brahmanical traditional, religious
mutts which where not centres of
Sanskrit learning, were partially
responsible for preserving this
valuable lore. Thus in the midst of
war and strife, when the French and
the British battled among themselves
and with the local satraps, Tamil
studies in the obscure villages were
kept alive.

This was a precious heritage but
its study was entirely antiquarian,
pedantic, narrow and non-secular.
Thus the texts were regarded as the
flnal ones and none could question
them. That a verse attributed to
Kamban or to Thiruvalluvar could
be the work of a later scribe who
fathered it on these eminent worthies
was an insight that never occurred
to them. We have an excellent ins-
tance of this in thelife of Thiagaraja
Chettiar who was once ¢ visited by
a missionary who had more enthu-
siasm than knowledge; he sought
to convince the Chettiar that some of
the Kurul were in fact interpolations.
The Chettiar almost threw out the
visitor by the neck. There was little
of critical evaluation by the tradi-
tional Tamil pandits of these poems.
All antique writing were important
equally and no attempts were made

to evaluate them. None of the

Tamil pandits seems to have had
any knowledge or inclination to
study other Dravidian languages—
they neither had the curiosity nor
the skills needed to study compara-~
tively the literatures in Malayalam
or Kannada or Telugu. Contrast
this position in Bengal and North
India, where the upper castes took to
Persian learning along with the
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study of native traditions. The
Munshi was more aware than the
Tamil pandit was, of literatures
other than his own. Devandranath
Tagore, the father of the poet was as
good in Persian as he was in Sanskrit
and in Bengali. To the Tamil pandit
Tamil was enough. Later several
Tamil scholars did learn Sanskrit—
but then they were to belong to a
different tradition. Normally, the
traditionally brought up Tamil
pandit never acquired sufficient
skill to read with ease the classics
of the neighbouring Dravidian
languages.

The practice was to read the text,
explicate the meaning and lay bare
the layers of hidden meanings and
interpret the verse. The tradition
was explained but its relevance
was seldom questioned. They wera
accepted as given and never put to.
any critical analysis,

Its most grave shortcoming was
the total exclusion of questions about
the relevance or non relevance of the
texts studied for contemporary needs.
They never could study afresh and
interpret ancient classics as did the
Brahmo Samaj groups the Upanisads
or did Bankim the Bhagavad Gita.

We see this clearly in the lives of
both Ramalinga Swamy who in his
own way was indeed a great scholar
and in the life of Thiagaraja
Chettiar. Both lived in the
nineteenth century but they might
have as well lived in the fifteenth or
the sixteenth, the tenor of their lives
being what it was. Chettiar served
his professional life in one of the.
centres of South Indian learning in
Kumbakonam in & Government
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college, but the traditions of the new
scholarship scarcely affected him.

All of them were immersed in
sacral lore. Their interests on
matters of this world, in social
customs, everyday living, material
good things seem to have been vague
to a surprising degree. All were
pious, devout and rather supersti-
tious. All wrote verses in praise of
local little deities and spent good
money, which could have been put
to better use, in pampering the
laziness of overfed priests and the
hangers-on of nearby temples.
Meenakshi Sundaram Pillai is said to
have composed about three hundred
poems, all of them religious and on
deities big and amall in nearby
temples. They, in short, lived
totally immersed in the traditional
world which enveloped them.

All these would not have mattered
one bit in the earlier centuries. In
the 15th or the 16th centuries these
attitudes and pursuits perhaps could
have been afforded. But certainly
not in the nineteenth when Wester-
ners were knocking at our gates. Not
only had the Vasco da Gama age
reached its highest splendour, it had
its impact in the farthest flung
villages of Southern India. The face
of the country was changing
enormously and it is doubtful if the
pandits were ever aware of what
was happening around them,

It would be interesting to contrast
what was happening in independent
states which were facing a similar
challenge. In the Middle East, and
in the Far East, the intelligentsia
had seen the nature of the western
challenge and even traditionlly

based scholars sought to meet it to
the best of their abilities. Attempts
were made to strengthen the Cairo
University, a citadel of traditional
Arabic learning, and to rally round
the Caliphate against the infidels’
designs. Though many remained
traditional scholars they knew that
they had to come to terms with the
challenge of ‘the west. Similarly,
there was a lengthy debate in China
which was acrimonious, and passio-
nate—between the Confucianists and
those natives won over to thorough
modernization of Chinese learning.
It is true that the Queen Empress,
the Old Buddha found such a conflict
for herself ; but what is significant is
that those bred in the pure diet of
Confucianism rose to meet the
challenge of the west effectively,
definitively and with a sense of
purpose. The Hundred days of
Reform was the last battle cry of the
Confucianists, but soon they were
compelled to beat a retreat. Similar-
ly in Japan too, those brought upon
the earlier feudal traditions of learn-
ing and responsibility were able to
see the nature of the western
challenge with great clarity. So did
the tribe of intellegentsia in Indie
long before Suryanarayana Sastri
was born—men of the calibre of
Bhabanicharan Bandyopadhyay,
Chiplunkar, Vidyasagar. None of
them had any illusions about the
nature of the western challenge.
The Tamil pandits of the traditio-
nal type ceuld not under the
circumstances meet the challenge
and this is understandable. How did
others who pursued Tamil scholar-
ship see the challenge of the times
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Now was arising a new band of
Tamil scholars who was rooted in
western education. and modes of
thought and which at the same time
pursued Tamil with a passion.
Sastri was one such. These scholars
could be divided into two types.
There were those who took to Tamil
learning as a hobby while engaged
in some other avocation. There
were others to whom it was a profes-
sion, a lifetime’s work and a dedica-
tion. '

Among the amatuer scholars who
took Tamil along their stride were
people of the stature of Kanakasabhai
and Vedanayagam pillai. Kanaka-
sabhai’s work was as a Circle Inspec-
tor of the Postal Department and he
wrote a series of articlesin Sankaran
Nair’s Madras Review, entitled The
Tamils Eighteen Hundred Years Ago.
These were collected later and
published as a book ; more recently,
it was reprinted and significantly by
the Saiva Siddhanta Press. His was
an elucidation of the culture of
ancient Tamilnadu and this was
indeed an extremely good job in
explaining the traditions within
which Tamil literature and culture
were cultivated. It was descriptive
but totally uncritical and accepted
the traditions as given. Though
Kanakasabhai was  completely
westernized, yet when it came to
evaluating Tamil culture, he remain-
ed uncritical.

The case of Vedanayagam is still
more interesting. A practising
Catholic, and one who occupied
minor judicial offices in the British
adminstration, Pillai perhaps was
beet fitted to critically evaluate and

interpret Tamil culture and tradi-
tions. He knew Tamil well, and
had the enthusiasm, drive and
perhaps the temper. Yet it was
never done. He wrote the famous
novel, which takes some effort to be
read today, and we clearly see seve-
ral modern ideas in the novel. He
wrote devotional verses and songs,
but never any critical account of
Tamil culture and its tradition.
Why did this happen? One reason
perhaps could be offered for this,
It is well-known that in several
colonial areas, the scientific pursuit
of the local traditions, languages and
literatures took place only after the
masters had initiated the natives
into these. The first dictionary of
the Kannada language was compiled
by a foreigner. Similarly the first
printed book in Bengali. In Burma,
the Buddhist Translation Society
was established by foreign educated
natives and enthusiastic British
civilians. It was in Tamilnadu
alone that the natives had treasured
their culture and language traditions
and had independently fostered
their furthering. While in other
areas, the foreigner had to point to
the valuable cultures enshrined by
the native traditions, it was not to
be so in Tamilnadu., It was only
natural that the Tamil in an era of
nascent nationalism was not eager to
see a little clearly and critically the
glorious heritage that he was heir to,
Even as Jayaswal and a host of other
scholars were searching for modern
institutionsin ancient Bharatavarsha
the Tamil was proclaiming the
glories of his heritage, and rather
loudly. Since it was maintained by
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sheer enthusiasm, it was only natu-
ral to expect the critical embers to be
smothered by adulatory ash.

To this group joined professional
students of Tamil such as Suriya-
narayana Sastri. Unlike Kanaka-
sabhai or Vedanayagam, Sastri's
whole career was devoted to the
study, propagation and writing of
Tamil. After graduating with
distinction at his B. A, examination,
he was offered by Principal Miller
a position as lecturer in philosopy
in the college but he declined it.
It would be the teaching of Tamil
and nothing else. He was appointed
as lecturer in the language, the
youngest to be so appointed in the
presidency to teach the language.
He distinguished himself as teacher
and soon when an opportunity
presented itself he was promoted to
head the Tamil department. A
gifted teacher, he conveyed his
enthusiasm for the language
effectively to batches of students
and it is said that whole generations
of Christian College students imbibed
from him a love for the language
and a passion for Tamil literature.
His class rooms were packed and
many not belonging to his subject
crowded his lecture hall.

It has been observed that it was he
who was responsible for introducing
Tamil articles in the Madras
Christian College Magazine. However,
a careful perusal of the volumes
of the magazine reveals that his
contributions to the magazine were
but meagre consisting of a couple
of book reviews and in Tamil, it
consisted of a sole coronation ode
writen to celebrate the Emperor’s

accession to the throne. However, it
should be noted that the magazine’s
interest in matters relating to Tamil
culture preceded Sastri’s entry
into the college, as it contained
several articles on Tamil every
year. Besides, a careful perusal of
the back issues of the journal for
this period does not reveal any
notable contributions in Tamil.

At this stage it will not be
irrelevant to look into the magazine
itself. Edited for a long time by
the faculty of the college and later
by Professor Kellett, it remained an
extremely important vehicle of
western ideas and experiences to
the educated public of Madras.
The journal’s main interests always
remained religious and almost
every issue contained learned and
discoursive articles of aspects of
Christianty. But at the same time
several students and ex-students
contributed articles all the time on
e varied number of topics to the
journal. It perhaps did in its own
way what the Nineteenth Century
did to the English public and its
influence must have been pervasive
even as its underlying proselytising
spirit was apparent. A number of
native Christians continually
churned out articles, novels and
reflections. The main influence was
from Europe, as was only to be
expected and there were reports and
accounts of developments in the
Western world of learning. New
books were noticed, important
articles in journals summarised and
brought to the attention of the
students, academic activities of
eminent intellectuals reported,
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whether it be the delivery of the
lecture Evolution and Ethics or the
planning of the Cambridge Modern
History series or the appoinment of
J. B. Bury as Professor.

At the same time, the journal
welcomed a number of native
contributions and one notices
excursions into amatuer anthropo-
logy, local history, and of dogmatics,
Hindu and Christian. Educational
problems were regularly discussed.
Literatures of South India, especially
of Tamil were discussed quite at
length and a number of articles of
medieval South Indian history and
literature  appeared regularly.
Translations were made of Tamil
poets, Kamban, the Tiruvacagam, of
the verses of Avvayyar, Thayumana-
var and even of Manonmaniam.
Dates were assigned and fixed for
Tamil classical texts after careful
scrutiny and examination of
evidence.

Obviously, to the alumni, the
magazine must have been an
important influence. It is only to
be expected that besides the magazine
itself, there must have been discus-
sions and disputations in the college
corridors, common rooms and the
debating clubs of the college. Did
these have any influence on the
Young scholar poet?

For such a brilliant student as
V. G. S. Sastri, there appears to have
been little of interest in these
things. For one who was supposed
to be a good student of the writings
of Mill, Bain, and Spencer and
familiar with contemporary English
literature, Sastri’s writings as
are avaliable today are pale,

weary and unprofitable. It is likely
that the college common room
rocked with debates of social reform
the backwardness of Hindu societyt
Yet we find no trace of these in any
of his writings. He was interested
in  writing cribs for students
illustrating the principles of drama.:
turgy and poetics and plays and
poems.

Above all, his interest was in
writing  verse, occasional and
formal. Though nationalism as a
sentiment had strong appeal to the
educated classes, Sastri, yet was
able to compose a Coronation Ode
To Edward VII. He could cap verses
with alacrity and one wonders how
much of a poetic fire glowed in
them. There are ample instances
of verses in difficult metres which
he could compose with ease and his
disciple was to collect them in an
anthology. Such exercises are to be
found in decadent Sanskrit literature
as well as among the later Greeks.
These were clever, but one wonders
if there was anything beyond these.

A poet such as Sastri who wrote
an entire play to demonstrate
the rules of drama would have
his interest more in illustration
of principles than in _anything,
The long cumbrous plays set in
olden times with elaborate plots
verses and stilted prose ha.vé
little to grip us todey. Here much
of the inspiration was from
Shakespeare and one must question
the damage done to native dramas
by taking uncritically Shakespeare
as model. The very circumstances
under which Shakespeare wrote his
genius and above all his dran;a.tic
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art just could not be captured by
Indian  scholars. Contemporary
themes could have been tackled
with advantage. When one contrasts
the plays of Sastri and those of
Sundaram Pillai with those of
Dwijendralal Ray one sees insignifi-
cant drama as against plays which
could rouse the people. Similarly,
in Maharastra, Khadilkar who used
Shakespeare and adopted him did
it for Indian needs and the social
and political overtones were evident.
Khadilkar used earlier myths and
imported significance in them. His
Kichakavada remained in the list of
banned plays. Similarly, Kolhatkar
whose model was Shakespeare-but
his concern was for contemporary
problems. His Othello had overtones
for the audience entirely different
from the original play of
Shakespeare. The Tamil stage did
develop later and struck paths
different from those set out by Sastri
and Sundaram Pillai.

Similarly, in field of prose writing,
Sastri and his colleagues could have
done a great deal for the Tamil
language to develop as a forceful,
popular medium but significantly
they refrained from doing so. Itis
indeed suprising that his deep love
for the Tamil language did not
make for him to perceive its
great potentialities in reaching the
common man. In Maharastra at
about the same time a number of
writers interested in the deviopment
of the people and the language,
greatly contributed to the develop-
ment of a vigorous Marathi prose,
yet simple enough to be understood
by the common man. Maharastra

had the advantage of having people
of the calibre of Chiplunkar,
Rajwade, Agarkar, Tilak and others
who did a great deal to advance the
cause of the Marathi people. This
they did by their vigorous attacks
on several facets of social evils.
Tamil had to wait for at least o
decade and more for a similar
development and it was left to
Thiru Vi Ka and Bharati’s occasional
journaliam to indicate the potentia-
lities of the language.

One reason for this could perhaps
be the rather late start of popular
journalism in Tamil. The journals
that were launched were for the
highly educated. The writing of
Sastri reminds one of the more
abstruse passages of Akshaya Kumar
Datta who wrote consistently on
elevating themes. Sastri wrote
exclusively on science, popular ethics
and subjects relating to Tamil
language and literature. All of them
are consistently on a high pitch of
written prose more for the fellow-
pandit than for the common man.
As an instrument of communication
they compare most unfavourably
with contemporaries who chose to
write in Marathi or Bengali. '

It was not as though Sastri was
uninterested in social movements.
Only it appears to be anaemic when
compared with those initiated by
others in other parts of India. Along
with a few friends he started &
Committee for the propagation,
correcting and studying Hindu
religion. Significantly, this was due
to the enthusiasm generated by the
visit of Vivekananda to South Indis.
This society closed soon even as the
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enthusiasm of the members faded
and the professor discovered other
preoccupation. Similar was .the
destiny of a Dravidian Study Cirlce
which was meant to foster and
develop the languages and literatures
of Southern India. He was success-
ful, in helping in the founding.of an
Academy of Tamil in Madurai. In
this he and several other scholars
and pandits worked hard ar?d tl:xe
Academy did yeoman service 1n
promoting Tamil language and
interest in the literature of tradi-
tional type. His most enduring service
in the cause of Tamil was perhaps
his successful opposition to a pro-
posal for the removal of the Tamil
language from the College curriculum
of the Madras university. In thishe
acted with great vigour and he
was helped by a number of fellow
scholars.

Active in contributing to Tamil
journals, he remained for some time
sub-editor to the Jnana Bodhini and
finally ran the journal on his own.
It is significant that he found neither
time nor inclination to translate
or adopt the Victorian intellectuals
for whom he had great admiration
and in whose writings he had
immersed himself. He did some
oocasional translation from Ten-
nyson and once from a Shakes-
peare piece. But the writings of
Mill, Bain, Spencer seem to have
had no attraction for him—enough
to prod him to translate some of
themfor fellow Tamils. Of the prose
essays that he wrote on serious
subjects that have been collected
in the Tamil Essays, there is
little that 1is controversial, or

relating to social issues. That
he died in his early thirties
and that had he lived longer, he
would have found the time to do
these is a hypothesis that can be put
forward. But if one compares his
life’s work with that of Agarkar
who died when he was 39, with
Chiplunkar who died when he was
32 and Jhambeker who passed away
at 34, the conclusion is inescapable
that there was something wrong with
the social ethos of Southern India.

For, we should remember that
we are concerned with no ordinary
Tamil scholar but about one who
was seriously considered to succeed
G. U. Pope as Professor of
Tamil in Ozxford. He declined
the offer on the gound that
his bad health could not permit
him to accept such responsibilities.
G.U. Pope while translating his
sonnets into English referred to his
writings and to the play of Sundaram
Pillai and thought that a renaissance
was just round the corner. Alas!
It was to turn the corner only after
three or four decades.

As a modernizer of ideas, Sastri
failed, failed in putting his imme-
diate surrounding on a progressive
plane. This is seen in all clearness
when his career is contrasted with
fellow Maharastrian and Bengali
intelligentsia. It is very doubtful if
the upper castes in Tamilnadu
ever formed an intelligentsia when
compared to their counterparts in
Western India. Following Seton-
Watson an intelligentsia may be
defined ‘‘ as a modern secular intellec~
tual elite, which...has not grown up
organically with its society..,but has
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been deliberately created by rulers
who have set themselves political
tasks of bringing their countries at
forced speed into the modern world.”
(p-» 12, Nationalism and Communism,
London,’64). The uppar castes, especi-
ally the Brahmins found that their
intelligence and application brought
them rich rewards but at the same
time did not entail any obligations
which would run counter to their
traditional ways of living. They
could live comfortably in two
worlds, the secularised, modernised
atmosphere of their places of work
which did not affect their everyday
domestic and social life. The law
along with teaching and the civil
service were professions which they
could well adopt and yet not infringe
their caste or ritual prohibitions.
They did not favour the study of
medicine which might have been
polluting and the Census reports of
the last century bemoaned at the
lack of intelligent people who turned
up for medical studies.

This lack of a social responsibility
explains the colossal failure of a
movement towards egalitarianism

which could well have been initiated .

by the followers of Ramalinga
Swamigal. Though an exact contem-
porary of Shri Ramakrishna, the
neglect of the Swami and the
enormous influence of Ramakrishna
over not only Bengal but the entire
country are striking. In the writings
of the Tamil intelligentsia of the
time we see a total lack of concern
for the rights of the underprivileged,
for the emancipation of women or
for modernizing the social set-up as
a whole. .

The case of Sastri is poignantly
fraught with a sense of tragic failure;
it was mentioned that the traditional
teachers of Tamil could never bring
to bear any critical attitude to the
books that they were studying and
expounding. As happened in other
parts of the colonial world, in
Tamilnadu too, the glories of an

indigenous language tradition were.

suddenly discovered and found to
have an antiquity that was indeed
respectable. Many became lost in
admiration—none of them questioned
the relevance of these classics for
modern times. It was old, it was
stylized and expressive of sensibili-
ties. These were sufficient qualities
to make them classics. By writing
upon them at length, and not subject-
ing them at all to critical evaluation,
Sastri along with the other newly
swakened scholars did a great
disservice to the masses who took
them on trust.

‘This lack of a scientific approach
was seen by perceptive reviewers of
Sastri’s book on the the Tamil
language. One C. H. Monahan com-
menting upon the book at length in
the Madras Christian College Magazine
writes :

¢ ..He allows an-amount of weight to
. mythological elements which renders his
judgment on the antiquity of Tamil to
m{ mind almost- worthless. He practi~
cally accepts the astory dear to some
Tamilians that in ancient times land
extended south of Cape Comorin for some
7,020 miles (1) which was divided into 49
Tamil countries...All this a sore tax on
one’s power of belief. But one fairly gaaps
when one reads the following on pages
and 62: ¢The Indian Ocean contains
25,000,000 sq miles. From this it follows
that it is somewhat less than 1,600,000
miles long and 1,600,000 broad (1) Accord-
i:ﬁl;y of this, 1,600,000 miles leng'h, 7,000

s of land must have been swept away"
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by the sea (1!!)? One would have supposed
the numbers to be due to mere slip of the
pen but for the serious argument based
upon them. Moreover we are informed
that the Early Tamil Academy lasted 4,440
ears and the Middle Academy 2,700,
}1"‘hese geographical and historical ()
marvels come of abandoning scientific
research for mythology. Itisa thousand
pities that Mr. Surysnarayana Sastriar
did not confine himself throughout to
that patient examination of the Tamil
language according to scientific princi-
ples which he at first had evidently
marked out for himself and which in
many parts of his, for example, chapter
vii, he carries out with much success.”

(pp. 30-3i)

Those lay Tamils who took their
scholars simply on trust were to be
led up a garden path. The Tamil
laymen just did not have the pati-
ence, the time, the skill and the
knowledge to read the ancient Tamil
texts in the original. They know
that these were important and
ancient and these were enough.
Primordial loyalties could easily be
built and it is significant that prior
to the 1920s the Tamil nationalists
were no mean scholars of the Tamil
language—one thinks of Chidam-
baram Pillai, V. V. S. Iyer, Bharati,
Thiru Vi Ka and a host of others.
Bharati could wax lyrical that no
language could boast of any poet
similar to those of ancient Tamil,—
a claim made by one with knowledge
of English, some French, Sanskrit
and some Bengali ! Chauvinism came
easily to the Tamil and the earlier
clerisy had been more loyal to their
language than to their intellectual
Vvocation. Sastri was one such and
among the clerics who committed
this treason, there were several
others. Should it be surprising that
the later D.K. and the D.M.K. parties
found partly ready-made explana-
tions for their ideology which other-
Wwise was so inadequate?

However, it should be remembered
that such cultural parochialism and
chauvinism was no prerogative of

24

Tamilnadu, Every region indulged
in this. The average Bengali’s sense
of superiority is well-known and part
of this was due to Bengali scholars
and literati who did their bit to
build up an image of Bengal as the
only cultural tract in the country.
Any Behari or Assamese would aver
of the superciliousness of the Bengali.
Similarly, in Maharastra, the
writings of Tilak who glorified
Shivaji and built up cults of Shivaji
and Ganesh festivals did much to
foster a Maratha parochialism. The
Shiv Sena can be partially traced to
the wrong attitudes instilled by
Tilak even as the more extremist
linguistic attitudes of the DMK party
activist can be partially traced to the
tribe of which Suryanarayana Sastri
was so distinguished an exponent.

But with difference. While
Tagore perhaps did more than
anyone else to build up Bengal
as a superior place of culture,
thanks to his writings, there
were others who helped in building
countervailing bias. Surendranth
Banerjea, Tagore himself, P. C. Roy
and C. R. das could counter Bengali
extremism and offer alternative
ideologies of modern nation-state.
For one Tilak, there were Agarkar
Gokhale and Ranade, who coulci
bring before the public other points
of view and project different pers-
pectives. In Tamilnadu, this leaven-
ing influence was totally absent.
Intellectuals of eminence in the
period were just not there to question
the theories put forward by Tamil
enthusiasts who had a penchant fop
glorifying Tamil. Thus before
nationalism and modernization as
ideals even got started, in Tamilnadu
the soil was prepared for regional
chauvinism. This came into its own
in the fifties and the sixties of this
century. Tamil scholars of this
period offer a classic instance of
trahison des clercs.



THE EARLY YEARS OF SWADESAMITRAN
Chiranjivi J. NIRMAL

ON twenty-eighth December, Eigh-

teen Ninety Two, the Madras
Christian College Day was celebra-
ted. Amongst the students and new
graduates of the year was V.G.
Suriyanarayana Sastri. He was one
of the ‘boys’ of the Rev. William
Miller who later on made him Head
Tamil pundit who blazed a pioneer
trail in the development of Tamil
studies. Suitable to the occasion the
customary toasts had been made,
and one extraordinary one was pro-
posed by T. Ramakrishna Pillai, “To
The Press of South India”. He com-
mended the work of newspapers as
constituting a record of contempo-
rary history, and of the Press as an
instructor of the people. In conclu-
sion he stated that the Madras Presi-
dency had reason to be proud of its
newspapers, as he himself had
reason to be grateful to them.
Responding to the toast, was another
graduate in philosophy and logic
who had graduated fourteen years
earlier in 1878, from the Presidency
College. Mr. G, Subramania Iyer,
Editor of The Hindu and proprietor
of The Swadesamitran in his
response to the toast acknowledged,
that ‘‘there was a peculiar fitness in
the Christian College recognizing
and admitting representatives of the
Press among the guests. For the
College and the press were closely
associated in thegreat work of natio-

nal education. The Press of this
country, too, would mostly take its
character from the educated men
turned out by its educational institu-
tions.””! The graduation was not the
end of the road but a starting point
for a few of them who had been
assembled there. Listening to Subra-
mania Iyer speak must have touched
those who sought new ways to com-
municate old ideas, and no doubt the
scholar in Suriyanarayana Sastri
would have been inspired to discover
that creativity can express itself in
varied ways. Without being hindered
by an overdue respect for authority
or tradition, he sought opportunities
to make knowledge more relevant to
his time and society. Suriya-
narayana Sastri was no mere
accumulative scholar who loved
knowledge for knowledge’s sake. His
love and his pride he shared as no
possessive lover could have, and this
he gave himself in the language that
needs no translation in the columns
of a leading Tamil monthly, called
Jnana Bodhini. In time, the medium
became the message |

Towards this fulfillment, The
Swadesamitran made a rich contri-
bution from 1882 to the point at
which it had become a daily in 1899.
The Tamil newspaper reader had
been provided with a working map
of the world in which he lived, the
world he sought to understand and

1, Madras Christian College Magazine - Jan ~ 1893 - P, 427
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inflluence, and the world which
shaped and influenced him. The
seed did fall on good ground and the
harvest promising, though the wor-
kers were few.

The labours of those that had gone
before was not in vain. It was the
enterprise and ground-work of early
Christian missionaries that was
responsible for the genesis of Tamil
journalism. An accumulated litera-
ture of two thousand years had been
largely disseminated by word of
mouth and palm-leaf manuscripts.
The break-through of printing
became a turning-point at the end of
the sixteenth century. About 1554,
the first Tamil booklet appeared in
Lisbon, and within about twenty
years, books in Tamil made their
appearance. It was one of the
earliest evidences of printing along
western lines outside Europe. These
first printing presses were made
possible with liberal contributions
from Tamil Christians. It was
possible with justifiable pride to
claim that the first Indian and Cey-
lonese language in which books were
printed, was Tamil®. The use of this
technical device of the West by mis-
sionaries stimulated the develop-
ment of Indian vernacular literatures
in a manner in which few other
regional moveinents or any other
external body would have ever stimu-
lated or attempted to stimulate it.
The Government did not lag behind.

" Under the auspices of the College of

Tamil Pandits at Fort St. George,
important Tamil classics were prin-

ted and published. It was in such
soil that the vernacular newspapers
were rooted, and grounded. In a
report submitted in 1859, the Rev.
J. Long gave the date of the first
newspaper in Tamil and Telugu as:
1833. The rate of infant mortality
among the early Tamil papers was
very high and very few survived
into the 1860’s and 1870’s. The news-
paper habit had to be carefully cul-
tivated, and as it had not yet caught
on in financial terms it meant a pre-
mature closure. Naturally the
establishment of a vernacular news-
paper was a risky enterprise. The
missionary origin and subsidy of
most of these papers prevented a
mass-appeal from developing. As
English newspapers were heavily
drawn upon, there was very little
originality in its columns. From
this stage of mimesis the transition
to a more turbulent era may be
explained in terms of a political and
social consciousness that was grad-~
ually developing. Another turning
point was the Vernacular Press Act
of 1878 which proved to be a
blessing in disguise, for it made the
Press conscious of its importance
and freedom. With the emergence
of nationalism and the organisation
of the Indian National Congress, the
Press had become a political tutor
and not a mere general educator,
Amidst all these changes, the
man-in-the street was stil] barely
alive to the situation. It was not
long before Madras was to respond
with a paper in Tamil, born of a

2. Thani Nayagam, X. S. ¢ The First Books Printed in Tamil,” Tamil Culture,

Vol. VI, No. 30 (July, 1958) p. 289,
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purpose. Eighty years before, a
fortunate few had acquaintance
with English, and only they were
open to the winds of change that
were blowing throughout India.
It was a rare thing to find people
unacquainted with English and its
literature, who were politically
conscious and aware of the growing
nationalism. Their ‘indifference to
political life was mainly due to the
absence of a newspaper that catered
to their needs. G. Subramania Aiyar,
one of the founders of The Hindu
and its versatile editor anticipated
the need for such a paper. His fore-
sight and the call of patriotism made
it imperative that he should
enlighten the masses, by establishing
& vernacular journal.

At a time when learned savants in
Tamil, Telegu, and Sanskrit were
openly called uneducated and igno-
rant, the challenge of establising a
Tamil paper was taken up by him.
It was in such times that * the
Swadesamitran” *was founded in
the year 1882. This venture of
G. Subramania Aiyar opened a
window, through which the Tamil
community was to become conscious
of political and national feelings.
Dedicated to the common man, the
Swadesamitran was able to appeal to
the masses in the language in which
they could understand and act upon.
It is interesting to note that
G. Subramania Aiyar in the choice
of the name of the paper did not
take & provincial name such as
¢ Bengalee » but called it the Friend

of one’s nation. Not daunted by
sceptical prophets, he launched the
paper, and by his incessant writing
made it a power in this part of the
country. Though started as a
weekly in 1882, the Swadesamitran
gradually began to build up a
circulation that topped the list of
the native papers with a circulation

of 1,500. The next best was the -

Dinavartamani, with 784.¢ It is not
surprising that a paper so ably
conducted, should enjoy the confi-
dence of the public. The circula-
tion was by itself no index; the fact
that the government was more
and more concerned about it, as
evidenced in the reports of the Tamil
translator, had given it an impor-
tance, of which very few people
were aware at that time. In the
fortnightly reports that were
submitted to government, rarely
was the Swadesamitran overlooked.
The Swadesamitran was very much
a marked paper, in the eyes of the
government. Amongst the thirteen
Tamil newspapers or publications,
it was the Swadesamitran that was
considered most dangerous. In a
memorandum submitted to Grant-
Duff, Governor of Madras, C. D. Mac-
leane in 1886, on the state of the
“native® press in Madras, ventured
to make this classification of edito-
rial mater % (a) Matters relating to
affairs beyond the Presidency,
(b) Matters relating to internal
affairs of Presidency but without the
introduction of any race question,
and (¢) Matters concerning relations

3. The Friend of the Country,

4. The Report on Native Papers for the year 1883

S. Public Consultation—9th Deg, 1886
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between the European rulers and the
native ruled. He further adds that
the Government should need concern
itself only with papers having a
high percentage under the third
head. Making a rather painstaking
analysis for the year 1886, the
classification reads as follows :—

Name of Heading Heading Heading

the Paper
1 2 3
Hindu 27 26 47
Swadesa-) 44 5 45
mitran

Without any hesitation, C. D.Mac-
leans concludes that both the Hindu
and the Swadesamitran are papers
conducted on principles of rank
sedition.®! That the Swadesamitran
touched the government to the quick
is not surprising when it could
publish statements such as this,
“Like the Council of Dooryodhan
which sits in a corner, mutters, and
thinks whose living we shall ruin,
whose money shall we plunder,
whose talee shall we cut, and whose
kingdom shall we take by force, the
Government assemble civilians who
are like Sacoony, consult with them,
and utterly ruin the people.”’
Though poetically conveyed, the
Papers meant what they said. The
Swadesamitran generally contained
translations from the Hindu, and
which may therefore be said to he

but an echo of the Hindu.® Yet it
was almost the only Tamil paper
which was conducted by men who
have had the benefits of higher
English education. The paper grew
from strength to strength. In 1897, it
was converted into a tri-weekly and
a daily in 1899. The length of the
peper was 19” by 12”. The first page
was devoted to advertisement—both
sides—The second sheet contained
the Almanack—News and Notes. The
fourth page was the Editorial and the
last sheet—fourth sheet—contained
an occasional column on proverbs
Panchangam and Illustrated adver.
tisements from 1887. It also contained
Letters to the Editor.? G. Subramania,
Aiyar who retired from the Hindu
was now able fo give it his closest
attention. T. Balasundara Mudaliyar
in his report to the Government of
Tamil papers in 1897 heid that
Swadesamitran’s ‘‘arguments were
not unreasonable and fallacious ag
those of certain other papers such as
Vikata Dutan, the Vettikkodiya.n, the
Pariyan, the Aryan Jana Pariyan,
and so forth which generally follow
the Swadesamitran in criticisin

the policy of Government, but which
are unable to handle political sub-
jects in a manner worthy of their
dignity as popular instructors, in ag
much as they are conducted by men
who do not seem to enjoy the bless-

6. Public Consultation—9th Dec. 1886,

7. Swadesamitran 17th May 1886,

8. The Hindu Editorial of Dec, 31, 1896, writing about the Swadesa,
ade Tri-weekly, says there have been many occasions when the corresp

mitran bein
ondents of the

Swadesamitran have supplied important information which has been utilised for the

Hindu,

9. Sometimes, through the column ¢Letters to the Editor? the Editors of some
Tamil papers expressed their own opinions, under a pen-name.
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ings of higher education and to feel
it their bounden duty to find out the
truth at any price and give it out, in
temperate and respectful language,
and to represent the prominent
arguments of their adversaries while
discussing polemical subjects.?10
The Swadesamitran almost auto-
biographically commented that:
¢ By means of the Vernacular Press,
the ignorance of the people is being
gradually removed......If these papers
should cease to exist, every falsehood
might obtain currency among the
people and throw them into fright.
Therefore, it behoves thegovernment
not to pass any law interfering with
the Vernacular Press,’’1

The Nineteenth century phase of
the Swadesamitran was indeed a
period rich in history, both in India
and abroad. It had by 1900 become &
leading Tamii newspaper®? in the
Presidency advocating political and
social reforms, Its tone was some-
times too strong. It exercised great
influence on the masses of Tamilnad.
Tamil journalism had not only
survived, but was very much on its
own road and carrying its own
lamp. The Swadesamitran gradually
became a power in the realm, and
G. Subramania Aiyar, continued to
shape the Swadesamitran into &
formidable instrument that came in
handy in the struggle for Indepen-
dence in the 20th century.

10. Public Consultation 6th June 1898—Confidential,

11. Swadesamitran—29th July 1897,

12, Ita circulation increased as a daily to 1,050—Report of Tamil translator in

the year 1900,

SENDAN DIVAKARAM

K. A. NILAKANTA SASTRI

ARRING the lexical section of
Tolkappiyam, the Divakaram is
the earliest Tamil lexicon to which
we have access.* This work is
generally taken to have been com-
posed by Divakarar under the patro-
nage of Séndan (Jayanta), a chieftain
of Ambar. Like that of many other
works, the date of Diwakaram is
largely a matter for conjecture. The
view that it must have been com-
posed before the middle of the eighth
century may beaccepted tentatively,
though, in the present state of the
text of the work, one should hesitate
to accept as conclusive the arguments
with which this conjecture is
supported.

Let us examine the colophons to
each of the divisions (togudis) of this
work. I reproduce them below.
Mr. S. Vaiyapuri Pillai, and Pandit
M. Raghava Aiyangar, have kindly
allowed me the use of their copies of
the book in which they have
indicated the variaelectiones got by
them by the collation of several
manuscripts of the work.

Col. to section L
wLgrp ersdr QadrplBpd selepdr
slwyh Cag! qpuwsall yowdr

.

Qs pflgard sdut SpCarsdr Co gt

APlysfl wreld Asfdsrd Parsy g

epsrag AQglaiduutd Qsrg S appaid
Col. to section II.

Cs g Qumamouldr Quuds —

shp proferdr CalL QAsafulleordr

Yho et b5t aps S awordds

prefles priLggedr HSfwer A bon 5

Comh sri_fd Cs b gedr Sarsyd g

Brarira g wés duwt 2Qsrs S wphayid.
Col. to section III.

arg Somsuld CurHuld Quw b sadrs

Agaiu® are eveuBar Qavyfaf

Sidias urguw ebut? Spaisr

Cparmte Gopsdr QpRAsrps Pearsy 3 g°

Y gug dokldr Auwt2QsreH

(O X1

Col. to section 1V,

Sawsyr ageord Plsdr Quiwsg1o

BréL Gp! prig p Gumo wr@p

arold ADS sgqh sralfl selar

Pt st SHbufi2 i arddr

bPyemsd sloaudr Amaben 54 Crpzetr1s

Blps Jursrd swQurmer sfor dg e

bradraral g wrlduwt S ng@ﬁqp}bycb.
Col. to section V,

Pairsr augeorh Pladr Quuwsp!s s
gt sasrma pal’Q18 salyd
uflfsil? wrdsdr upue rrud b
Sra@® wsdrGar gyl wrarad 2l
Qs pslBihe Ca b gty Asfb 33 Paws

. T
Bpgrag D GIuw g Qg{rgﬁ@!b@“f.é'

—

* Tamil Lexicon, Ed.’s Introdn., pp. xxvi-vii,

1. Capg. 2. Sigadsars, 3, The whole phrase occurs in only one ms
4, @.‘bp qmtﬁﬁ' 5, ﬁll‘lll_ﬁﬁ’fﬂludf. 6. Cuwﬁb@u@ﬁﬁmdr. 7. o.ubuﬁ). 8. Qﬁﬂﬁﬁ Qfﬂ’.ﬁ
9. g, 10. Occurs is only one mas, 11, S}, 12, &, p. '
13, Cepgarpaupams 14, dardigd, 15, Occurs is only one ms,  1¢, b
7. @ 18, & 19, wider, ufiear. 20, prfupd, 21, Bwsid, 22, Qppags,
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Col. to section VI,
Sarar aipoord ldr Quuwipss :—
umpd shars ar Henels QU
Qs Pansd Hpmuvyd f4du spupef
Gy est updyerd sralfld Qumbud
Sdutd sHuf Cepsdr HSarsrd sy
MHmug udQurme Quuit d Osrad
whoib.
Col. to section VII.
®hpa uwle sppats vwCe
erugd Hypddw Cza srsfid
Garpp gpowlarer adutd Gsredr Plusdt
Bupenpé Cspadr Az bs? Harard sy
gyrag dsupomsy qulduutd dsred
@hgid
Col. to section VIII,
darsrs Csfzdr QU@L Quw?6 :—
wpdaod Curly dpdHdra Hdéray
salansd gebrem ofl yalQUp i mTulsdr
Biye @ond Slbupd? 48srwrdr
- BanQuey Copadr Sarsrs GsLras
vabryup fu Quuwit S AsraSapdad.
Col. to section IX
Cspger Sirgruds Quuwd® :—
SNabrowrsd QeburHd sreof wriqgemw
Quen sremTihion & apa@ Qubp

wbawaw

QepsBp wrtew whsrd yerps

praue srdut sraindr Gs b sdr

Qudepp? Harerg Agrdrugragy

Qewdup s Quwi $ AsreHapd g,
Col. to section X.

Cepadr saligfpdHedr Quuipdo i—

Sgdsmrl Qurms pr.Gurt aldgud

ugg s Qurs Cufieved AZoyd

srmsp sups ord sguiddt

urgu yoadr ufubuté s padr

ulddepp Sarsrd sl udgra g

edupfu Quui s Qara Sy pod.

Col. to section XI.
oval fodlw adalsd Qadald
sBp oo Bhs umilup ddrug
Asr@mAumey Qeda armutmss Cosdh
vstepp Sarsrdid sl udderra g
9weerd udQurmm Quuitd Qgread
whyb:
Col. to section XII.
Sarsres AplGgs Cspsdr QU@L
Quuw.3 :—
QedQurp gL wrdrdt Sduts Gshsdr
praryrarsdt gl priu dgd s
udrefiud® Aplap udrefirar_ra g
udQur@L slL $3grm Quut g Qaras sy
' by
If we had only these colophons
before us, it seems to me that there
would be little room for any doubt
about the names of the author of the
lexicon and of the lexicon itself.
We would normally conclude that
Séndan, a learned scholar well
versed in Tamil and Sanskrit, was
the author of the lexicon called
Divakaram. Besides being learned
in the two languages, Séndan was
the lord of Ambar, which need not
mean that he was a chieftain or
princeling, but may only indicate
that he had received either a good
part or the whole of the lands in
Ambar as his ‘Jagir’ from some
contemporary monarch. The colo-
phons mention his great distinction
in making charitable gifts and in the
domain of literature, and little of
his capacity to rule or to fight. The
phrases wpdggwb Gurily and Sear
QU585 pgsr (VIII) are the nearest

23. Only in one ms, 24, SubupbConedrphis .
26. Only in one ms. 27, .
30. Only in one ms.

33, Only in one ms. 3. Qarardans,

28. Only in one ms,
31. dyugSrCasd, fwpsafiCasd

25, Qafils omitted in some mas.,
29. Qedimawpp, Qewdupphu.

, 32, uspQerpparsyss.
35, prefiprafadr,

36, prLLpgl usjQerpParssdg. 37, CpreRur@ udiafigops@Sub uarCur( apbpiare
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approach to his being treated as a
warrior, but even here the context
raises a real doubt if it is not a
metaphor on self-control and war
with the senses. The expression G&ib
Qurp @orwrsdr (Col. XII) is not
secure as we have an alternative
Qedeurp QsrenLdend which may be
the true reading. It is perhaps
worthwhile noting in passing that
the mention of Elini and Avvai (in
Col. III) should more properly be
referred to Ambar, and not to Séndan
himself, as it seems extremely
improbable that Séndan’s work lies
so far back as the time of Avvai who
celebrated in song both the chieftain
Elini and the city of Ambar. Like-
wise Aruvandai in Coll. Il and XI,
should be considered references to a
famous old name celebrated in the
annals of Ambar, or a family name—
in which case Séndan should be
taken to come of a line of hereditary
chieftains of Ambar. Of the literary
works of Séndan, these colophons
mention an andadi on goddess Parvati
(IX), a work or works or at least
verses on the themes of the
Ramayana, Mahabharata and Tara-
kasuravadha—facts which have not
attracted as much notice as they
deserve to get. If in addition to this,
we note also the expressions : G&5gsdr
I ploysflursd AgflAerd Saragd I,
Gspgetr SHarsyd 11, VI, VIII, Cepgeir
QAsfQerd parsyd, 1T, G bsdr Hibs
Sarsyd, IV, C&bger Qsfps Saursyd
V, VII, Gspasdr Budedpfaursyd IX,
Ce pger Luisdaydp Sarsgd X, Cepgetr
ustapp Sarsyd XI, Gs pgsir udreafiu
or ugfQFred gﬂmrra;mb XII, there seems
to be little room for doubt that
Séndan was himself the author of

a5

Divakaram. Let me note, however,
that the expression Iflasflurss
CgfleFrsd may be held by some to
support the traditional view that
Divakaram was the work of another
writer just patronised by S$éndan;
but the expression need not neces-
sarily mean that Séndan was only a
patron in whose presence the work
was completed or published ; and it
may well mean that Séndan made a
lexicon of all words selected by his
trained intelligence; and the direct
statements in the other colophons
that he composed the work (usfapp,
udreflw and so on) support the view
that Séndan was himself the author.
There is the entry before colophon
XII attested by only one Ms. which
reads Harsrey Apldds Cspzer
QumpewGduwf and this  states
clearly that Séndan made Diva-
karam famous i.e., patronized it,
But this and similar entries before
some other colophons cited above
are not attested by all Mss. and,
I think, may be ignored in any
critical discussion of the authorship
of the work. And itisquite probable,
on the supposition that the real
authorship of the Divakaram was for
some reason forgotten in later times,
that the entry was put in in this
form by some scribe who pinned his
faith on the theory current in his
timethat Sendan patronised thework.

Divakaram is a fine name for g
lexicon. It implies that the work
sheds a clear light (sun light) on the
meanings of words. And the colo-
phons to the work, which, by their
style, may well claim to be the work
of the author himself, show clearly
that this was the name he gave to his
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work. And the phrase Séndan Diva-
karam present in some of these colo-
phons seems easier to understand if
we accept Séndan’s authorship than
on the assumption that another
author, Divakaram by name
composed the work and praised his
patron in the colophons; for this
involves the two-fold assumption
that the author called the work after
himself, and that he decided also to
celebrate his patron by prefixing his
name to that of the work so called.

What then is the basis for the
current view of the authorship of the
work? In the payiram of the Pingala
Nigandu we read :

Qehis Bt aupdard Harsydr vwps
ks gefiudr sdrouwt H5 9
yfisdsrp daral Sfidghs srdv.

‘Here we learn that the author of
the Nigandu was a certain sage
Pingalar by name, and born of
Divakara by the grace of the Sun. It
will be noticed that there is no
connection whatever between Diva-
kara and a lexicon in this context
except through his son Pingala. We
get to the next stage in a mythical
account of the history of lexico-
graphy that prefaces the Cidamani
Nigandu of Mandalapurusa. In this
the author says that the Jina made
the original lexicon from which the
ganadharas and others made two
otherlexicons. Thenfollowstheverse:

INs g Curw Sdrenp
wolgrd Ipps whoch

Qeds St argfp Cmdrpp
Sarsyt Apnidr Nés

s worgrd urdip
Cuenflar} Qsigrf Gsg

Db SrerGls sps
Quefise Qudryy b4

In this verse, Mandalapurusa states
that countless lexicons followed the
three primitive works of jain origin,
and further, Divakara who was born
of a boon of the sun, and the famous
Pingalar made two lexicons in verse,
and that Mandalapurusa considering
the difficulty of learning both these
works together, (produced his own
work). Here we find the direct
connection between Divakara and a
lexicon for the first time; but notice
that it is Divakara, and not his son,
that is born by the grace of the sun;
and further there is no statement of
any direct relation between Divakara
and Pingala as father and son.

Now it seems from this that
Mandalapuruga’s account must be
deemed earlier than that contained
in the Payiram of Pingala-Nigandu.
Mandala gives an account of the
sources of his work. They were the
Divakaram and Pingala Nigandu.
His theory of the authorship of the
Divakaram seems to be a guess based
on the name of the work, in keeping
with the mythical origin of Tamil
lexicography he adumbrates in the
preceding verse; and the celebrated
Pingalar Apndsdr ds Asscof is the
first fully human author he is
prepared to recognise. And the
author of the payiram of the Pingala-
Nigandu goes one step further and
makes Pingala, the son of Divakara,
by the grace of the Sun.

It seems to me from all this that
Divakarar, the author of the Diva-
karam, and the relation postulated
between him and Pingalar, are both
figments of imagination. The real
author of the Divakaram was
Sendan.
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There is one possible objection to
this view. Would Séendan have
written all the flattering references
to himself in the colophons? I would
answer, it is not improbable;
compare the final versein the hymns
of Gfianasambandar for instance.
Again, would Séndan have cited
himself as the example, as he does,
of G&repL. L1 an expression which
means ‘giving gifts without limit ’9*

S Qun wibupd Csbglar Cuitips
QsrerL b aumrwurg Qsr@ds or @b,

This too may be explained as
written in a spirit similar to that in
which Dr. Johnson in his dictionary
defined Grub Street or lexicographer.

I have set forth the considerations
that have occurred to me on the
question of the authorship of the

—

Divakaram. I am no specialist in
Tamil, and I am well aware that the
definitive settlement of this question
will take much more research than
Iam capable of. My aim has been the
more limited one of drawing atten-
tion to certain prima facie considera-
tions that seem to deserve discussion
on the question of the authorship of
the earliest extant Nigandu in
Tamil. There is no greater need
than a critical edition of this classic
based on a careful collation of all
the MSS. available, and I have no
doubt that when such an edition is
undertaken by a competent scholar,
he will be ina position to decide
authoritatively most of the questions
which have been touched on in the
course of this note.

* Note on kodai-madam: This is a very interesting word,
Matha which Amarasimha defines as chatradinilayah, residence of students and otheps
Tamil the word has perhaps a closer connection with free feeding, a choult y
The word sattra in Sanskrit has several mennings. To quote Ama,

Sairam acchddane yajne sudadane wvanepica.

Satram means thus ¢ (1) a cloth, (2) a sacrifice, (3) constant giving, and @) forest
third of these meanings exactly corresponds to kodai-madam of Tami) "
close relation to free feeding, This meaning gives rise therefore to the ex
annasatram, a place where there goes on constant free feeding, and kodai-m,
madam not only for feeding but for free gifts of all kinds, Imay note,
ourrent view of this word is to derive it from wiems ignorance,

oommenta.ry.

Madam comes from Skt,

In

a ry or sattra,
rasimha again ;

The
» and stands also in
pression
adam, i.e., a
however, that the

Vide P uram, 142,



TIRUPATI

N. JAGADEESAN

’I‘IRUPA’I'I1 is one of the chief

centres of Sri Vaishnava
worship and there is in addition to
the reputed temple on the hill, a
whole complex of temples at the foot
of the hill. In this article by a con-
vention the word ¢ Tirupati’ stands
for the complex of temples on the
hill as well as in the township at the
foot of the hill, It is about the
richest temple in South India for it
collects in its hundis more than a
lakh (100,000) of rupees every
weekend in cash and in kind (gold,
silver, jewels and ornaments). No
deity in the region seems to have
extracted so much worship from its
devotees; and according to popular
belief, no violation of vows by devo-
tees so surely and promptly punished
elsewhere. Theintensity of faith in
the deity on the hill temple must be
seen to be believed.

The milling crowds that turn up
day after day are a record and it
beats its own record on the Purattasi
(September-October) Saturdays for
Saturdays are specially sacred to
Lord Srinivasa.

Tirupati is mentioned as Venkatam
in ancient Tamil literature. The
Tolkappiam fixes it as the northern

boundary of the Tamil country.?

Pulli, a chieftain, is mentioned as

ruling Venkatam and the Tiraiyar are
also associated with that place.® The
Vadugar, speaking a different langu-
age (i.e. from Tamil) lived beyond
Venkatam. The deity at Venkatam
is praised by the first three Alvars
(Poigai, Bhudam and Pey) as also by
some of the later Alvars. It was the
refuge of the Govindaraja idol which
was thrown out of the Chidambaram
temple by Kulottunga I; the idol
was installed and duly consecrated
in the temple at Tirupati (to be dis-
tinguished from Tirumalai) known
even now as the Govindaraja
temple. 4
Ramanuja. had a hand in settling
not only this idol at Tirupati but
also certain worship-rituals and
administrative arrangements there.
Tirupati continues to be a Vaikhanase
temple in spite of Ramanuja’s in-
fluence; but it seems that Ramanuja
himself knew his limits and so per-
mitted the Vaikhanasa system of
worship to continue there, though as
seen at Srirangam his personal pre-
ference was to the Pancharatra
system.

N

1, The hill on which the Venkateswars idol (Balaji) temple is situated is oalled
¢ Tirumalai?, while the township at the foot of the hill is Tirupati *

2. Tolkappiam, Payiram : 1.

3. Ahananuru: 61: 12, 13; 83, 9, 10; 393: 18, 20,

4. The idol was subsequently restored to the Chitrakudam at Chidambaram i
the 16th century by king Achyuta of Vijsyanagsr.
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The major problem in regard {Eo
the temple on the Venkatam hill is
whether the deity there is Vishnu or
Siva or Vishnu-Siva or Murugan or
the Sakti Goddess, and the allied
question is whether the female deity
in a temple at Tiruchchanur at the
foot of the hill is Sri (Lakshmi) or
Sakti (Durga). It is almost impos-
sible to set these doubts at rest because
equally convincing but opposite
evidence is given to sustain the
points of view; and there is no
means of currently verifying the
identity of the deity.

It has been said ‘it is remark-
able, however, that according .to
common belief, the image worship
was originally one of Siva. The
transformation of the Siva cult t.o
that of Vishnu is traditionally ascri-
bed to the reform of Ramanuja-
charya. It is said he procurec% a
conch shell and discus of gold which
he placed before the image a:nd
closed the doors. When the shrine
was opened next day, it was found
that the emblems of Vishnu were
grasped in the hands of the i.mage,
and therefore it was really Vishnu.
The tangled hair (jata) the col.)ras
carved upon the body, and various
other peculiarities indicate that it
was intended to represent Siva, and
the priests who are Dikshita
Brahmins admit that they belong to
the Saiva sect.””’ Fr. Heras says, ¢‘the
conversion of Tirupati from Saiva to

a Vaishnava temple by Ramanuja
has lately aroused much controversy
......... The Vaishnava chronicles are
not impartial authorities. We
really believe that the fact took place,
through a fraud most probably,
though formerly only Siva had been
worshipped there.”s ¢ Naturally
the Vaishnava literature claims that
all these holy places had formerly
been Vaishnava temples. Hence they
say that Ramanuja recovered them

‘from the Saivas.”’” K.R. Subra-

manian feels the legitimacy regar-
ding the doubt about the identity of
the deity at Tirupati for he says,
“ The names Vrishasaila and Sesha-
saila meaning Bull-hill and Snake-
hill respectively are wused gas
synonyms of Tirupati.””® R. Sewell
says, ‘‘ the idol in the temple, which
has no consort, is admitted to be a
figure of Siva converted into one of
Vishnu by the addition of sankha,
and chakra in gold.” v, N. Srini-
vasa Rao opposes the veiw of
S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar that the
deity at Tirupati ig Vishnu. He
(quotes A. F. Fox in the North Arcot
District Manual of 1880 and) says,
“There can be no reasonable doubt
that originally the idol was worship-
ped as Siva. This is denied by none
and the story goes that Rama
chari asserted that it was
mistake and that the Swy
Vishnu............ mrobably the
who has no consort on the h

nuja-
all a
mi wag
Swami
ill was

5- E. Ro E" Vol. XII, Po 345.
6.
. 7. Ibid, p. 535.
8,
P. 4.
9

———

Fr. Heras : The Aravidu Dynasty of Vijayanagar, p. 536, f, n, 1.
K, R. Subramanian : The Origin of Saivism and its History in the Tamil land,

R. Sewell : Lists of Antiquities, Vol. I (1882), p. 153,
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thebachelor Subrahmania Swami.’1
He goes beyond this and says: ¢The
Vaishnavite character of the shrine
received its first real emphasis only
during the long reign of Saluva
Narasimha who was ably assisted in
the task by Kandadai Ramanuja
Aiyangar, ¢zealous and influential
Vaishnava preceptor’, and the
climax was reached during the reign
of Venkatapati Raya (Venkata I)
under Tirumalai Kumara Tata-
charya of Ettur or Kotikannigada-
nam Tatacharya.”” He quotes
Kapilar’s Tiru Andadi in the 1ith
Tirumurai where the worship of
Siva at Venkatam is mentioned.
Tirumular’s Tirumandiram (10th
Tirumurai) also speaks of Venkatam
as Siva’s shrine. Surely Kapilar
(who need not be equated with the
poet of the same name of the
Sangam age) and Tirumular belong-
ed to an age anterior to that of
Ramanuja. There is also the view
that the shrine on the hill was origi-
nally that of Murugan (Skanda); for
example, Sivanana Munivar (18th
Century) in his commentary on the
Payiram to the Tolkappiam says
¢ Venkatam is first mentioned as the
boundary line of Tamilaham
because it is the residence of
Murugan.’ K. R. Subramanian
holds ‘ Venkatam was probably a
Muruga shrine at first or a shrine for
both Siva and Vishnpu from the begin-

ning between whom the ancient
people did not discriminate 80
invidiously as now.”® V, N, Srini-
vasa Rac pursuing this point about
the Tirumalai deity being Murugan
says: ‘In the Sivarahasya Kande
of Skanda Purana, in Sankara Sam-
hita, chapter 48, it is definitely stated
that Venkatachalam is the home of
Subrahmanya.”’* The Divya Suri
charitam says: ‘Rameanuja (on his
return journey of all-India tour)
reaching Tirupati reached the moun-
tain temple. Having reached there
he bathed in the Swami Pushkarani
near the temple...””?®* Hence, even
according to that text it was a centre
sacred to Murugan.

Against all these, there are other
arguments advanced by other
scholars to show that from the start
the temple was a Vishnu shrine. It
is said that the very word Tirupati
(Tiru Pati) means the ¢Lord of Sri?,
i.e. Vishnu; but this is not convin-
cing for Pati in Tirupathi means
only a ‘town’. The Perundevanar
Bharatam (written in the 9th century
in the days of Nandivarman III)
includes Venkatam in the list of
Tirumal’s (Vishnu’s) sacred centres.1
Nakkirar of the (late, according to
some) Sangam age does not include
Venkatam in Muruga’s military
campus (Padaividus). The Silappadi-
karam specifically refers to Vishnu
holding the discus and the conch on

10, V. N, Srinivasa Rao: Tirupathi Sri Venkatesvara - Balaji, p. 138.

110 Ibid' P 107‘

12, Sivanana Munivar: Tolkappia Payira virutti.

18. K. R. Subramanian: The Origin of Saivism and its History in the Tamil

Land, p. 44.

14. V. N, Srinivasa Rao: Tirupati Sri Venkatesvara - Balaji, p. 114.
15. The word ¢ avami ! refers to Subrahmanya normally.
16. B. R, Purushottame Naidu (Ed): Tiruvaymoli (Idu in Tamil), Vol. III, p. 415,
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the Venkatam hill.” It is again
suggested that once the Vaikhanasa

riests in the Tirupati temple were
punished and removed from service
by some irate king and the temple
thereupon went without the usual

worship ; that during the regime of

the Saivite Cholas, the Saivas in
Kalahasti claimed Tirupati also to
be a Siva temple; and that Rama-
nuja reclaimed the temple for
Vaishnavism.® There is another but
less credible account which says that
some ruler of the Tondaiman clan

got the conch and the discus from .

Vishnu at Tirupati during a crisis in
a battle which he was losing and
that the God-given weapons helped
him to win. This is supposed to
explain the absence of these weapons
on the deity at Tirupati.®
K. C. Varadachari amply elucidates
the immense difficulties in identify-
ing the deity : * The jatamakuta
and the cobra across the shoulders
which are said to be present in the
original Tirupati image are defini-
tely Saiva features, while the figure
Lakshmi engraved in the chest is
clearly Vaishnava. The Tirupati
image has no conch or discus in
stone...”?S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar
thinks that it was customary for the
Alvars of the 6th and 7th century
(like the Mudal Alvars and Nammal-
var) to refer to Vishnu as having also
the characteristics of Hara and

Brahma ; in fact that it was Hari
Hara being primarily only Hari.t -
T. P. Palaniappa Pillai holds that
Pillai Perumal Aiyangar’s inclusion
of Tirupati among the ¢ twelve
shrines. of the north up-country »
makes the shrine undoubtely
Vaishnavite.

S.Krishnaswami Aiyangar depends
largely on a text called Venkatesa
Itihasamala and draws his conclu-
sions about Tirupati being a
certainly Vishnu shrine from the
beginning from statements in that
text. But, V. N. Srinivasa Rao has
the following to say about the work
on which S. Krishnaswami Aiyangar
so much depends: ¢ Dpr, Alyangar
has invested the work with sanctity
by constructing a geneological table
for its supposed author Anantalvan
equating him with one of the
Acharyas, third in succession from
Ramanuja, with date A.D. 1048. Op
the edifice that he has thus built up,
he claims that this is a contemporary
account of Ramanuja’s activities in
Tirupati......... Everyone in Tirupati
knows that the Itihasamalga was
written by a well-known Acharya
Purusha of Tirupati, claiming
descent from Anantalvan about A.D.
1890. The author died at Tirupati
in A.D. 1919 after a ripe age of 75......
The author of the work was more a
contemporary of Dr. S. Krishna-
swami Aiyangar than Ra.ma.nuja,

17. Silappadikaram¢ XI:41. V. N, Srinivasa Rao however thinks that « th
authority of the Silappadikaram on this question was not authoritative fop « the
particular passage was either an interpolation or one of the anachronisms found in the
book,» (Tirupati Sri Venkatesvara - Balaji, p. 133). e

18, Tirumalai Olugu Introduction, p. vii.

19, Tirumalai Olugu : P. 29-31.

20. K. C, Varadachari: J.8.V.O. I, Vol. III, p. 158, f.n. 2.
21. S.Krishnaswami Aiyangar: History of Tirupati, Vol. I, pp. 87-89,
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and therefore it more fully answers
the needs of a sectarian propagandist
than the earlier standard works like
Divya Suri Charita.”?

V. Yasodadevi is of the opinion
that Venkatesvara at Tirupati was
originally Harihara. ‘¢ For Peyalvar
who lived at the end of the 4th and
the beginning of the 5th century A.D.
describes how the God of Tirumalai
unites in himself the twin forms of
Siva and Vishnu.”

Though the conflicting accounts
given above establish the points of
view and confuse the issue suffici-
ently, it would appear that origi-
nally the idol in the temple was
only a Harihara, but later during
Ramanuja’s time acquired specifi-
cally Vaishnavite characteristics.
The Saiva -~ Vaishnava conflicts of
later days misrepresented this
history in different ways. This
is not to say that there was no
conversion of Siva temples into
Vaishnava ones. The shrine on the
Alagar hill seems to be an example.
The ancient Silappadikaram surely
has suffered from interpolations
and made that epic speak of Vishnu
shrines on Alagar hill and on Venka-
tam hill. ‘

The temple of the Goddess-Padma-
vati, at the foot of the hill at
Tiruchchanur - has also generated
similar doubts and discussions i.e.,
to whether it is a shrine in honour
of Kali or Sri. It is to be noticed
that though the system of worship

is Vaikhanasa on the hill it is only
the Pancharatra in the temple of the
Goddess. It is also said that the
North Indian word Balaji used to
refer to Lord Venkatesvara really
meant ¢ Durgha ’; this is countered by
saying that ¢Bala’ does not refer
either to Durgha or to Muruga but
only to ‘Balakrishna’. T.K., T. Vira-
raghavacharya counters arguments
that the Tirupati Goddess is only
Devi by saying that * the so-called
simha lalatam is a common engrav-~
ing on certain ornaments...’”’ and
has nothing specially to do with
Durgha,?’ 3¢

As in many other matters there is
a controversy over the nature of the
urdhva pundra on the forehead of
Lord Venkatesvara. The Tenkalais
hold that the full Tenkalai pundra
(the Y shape) is not clear because one
Anantalvan, a bhakta, once threw a
crow-bar at the image of the Lord
and damaged a part of the face and
hence the mis-shapen pundra. This
seems to be a convenient story to
explain away a situation which
must have been caused otherwise.

Tirupati - has its own quota of
festivals, some common to all the
Vaishnava centres and some peculiar
to that temple. Referring to &
¢Sivaratri Chatra Palaka’ festival
celebrated in honour of the guardians
of the holy place, V. N. Srinivase
Rao says it is not known if the
festival is now celebrated publicly
as before; according to him, the

o

22. V.N.Srinivasa Rao: Tirupati Sri Venkatesvara - Balaji, pp. 1034,

23. Peyalvar : III Tiruvandadi, St. 63;

V. Yasodadevi : J. A. H. R. 8., Vol, XXVI1II,

p. 29; vide also C. V., Narayans Alyar: Origin and Early History of Saivism in South

India, p. 240.

24. T.K.T, Virareghavachariar ; History of Tirupati, Vol. I, p. 293,
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festival shows that the Vaishnavas
seem to have had no objection to such
a festival associated with Siva.®
Padiya Vettai (hunting) festival in
the temple first commenced in 1456.%
¢ The Pavitrotsava was a festival
newly introduced during the 15th
century, in an endowment by Kattari
Saluva Mallayyadeva Maharaja a
five day festival in the month of
Avani (August-September)’’.? The
celebration of the Kaisika Dvadasi is
mentioned as early as A. D. 1308 and
it became a regular festival only in
1494.% The Tiru Adhyana Festival
beginning with the recitation of the
Iyarpa and coming down to the
Nurrandadi through the twenty-two
days includes the century on Rama-
nuja.? The floating festival is called
the Kodai Tirunal Tiruppalli Odam
and is first heard of in A, D. 1468,
The Vasanta Utsavam itself is an
older festival held in the month of
Masi (February-March). The Dola
Mahotsavam Anna Unjal (a swing
festival) is a festival introduced by
Saluva Narasimha under the inspira-
tion of Kandadai Ramanuja as a five
days’® festival. Ramanuja introduced
the festival relating to ¢Kudal
Valaikkai’ which consists in the
Araiyar blindfolded drawing a circle
and the assumption that if the two
ends met it was a good augury for
the beloved (pining in separation
from her lover). The traditional

‘beloved’ is Andal and her lover
‘the Lord’. Hence it becomes a
religious theme. This is done in the
mandapa called ‘the Adippuli
mandapa’ at the foot of the hill.
Though worship at the shrine on
the Tirumalai is governed by the
Vaikhanasa agama, the introduction
of Ramanuja’s shrine into the
Tirumalai temple premises and the
institution of some Alvar shrines at
Tirupati are some specialities.
Anantalvar a disciple of Ramanuja
instituted that Ramanuja Nurrandadi
should be recited before the deity on
the day mnext to one in which
Kanninul Siruttambu (by Madhura-
kavi) was recited. Shrines for Tiru-
malai Nambi, Kurattalvan etc., were
also built in Tirupati; Perialvar,
Tirumangai, Madhurakavi and
Andal alsogot their shrines. The first
of these is said to be .the shrine for
Tirumangai in A, D. 1234 followed
by a renovation of Nammalvar’s
shrine in A.D. 1287. But except
Ramanuja’s idol the rest were
established only at Tirupati and not
on the Tirumalai. A series of
inscriptions relating to S. 1355
(A. D. 1433) refer to the institution of
Veda Parayana the chanting of the
Vedas in the temple in the presence
of Venkatesvara.** Though the mode
of worship hereis essentially Vaikha-~
nasa, the singing of the Prabandhas
by the Tenkalai Jiyar and his

25. V. N. Srinivasa Rao: Tirupati Sri Venkatesvara - Balaji, p. 141,
26. T.K. T. Viraraghavacharya: History of Tirupati, Vol. II, p. 563,

27. 1Ibid.
28. T.T.D. Inscriptions, Vol, II : 115

29, Ibid: Nos. 83; 84 relating to A.D.

30, Tirumalai Olugu, pp. 113, 114.

1485 (6th June)

31: T.T.D. Inscriptions, Vol. I : 199 to 202,

2R
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followers are held alongside the
recitation of mantra slokas by the
followers of the Vadakalai sect. The
Prabandha recitation became an
institution there only during the
later part of the 15th century A.D.
according to T. K. T. Viraraghava-
charya.’?

There are certain peculiar practi-
ces concerning the worship in the
Tirumalai shrine e.g., refined
camphor and musk are used for
putting on the urdhva pundra mark
by the Sattada Vaishnavas who
enjoyed the privilege of supplying
all articles required for Tiru-
manjanam, also enjoyed the privilege
of group recitations of the Prabandhas
along with Brahmin Sri Vaishnavas
and were given emoluments therefor.
The practice is not extant but is
known to have existed.

Ramanuja stayed for sometime
at Tirupati and made arrangements
concerning the observance of
festivals, recital of Prabandhas,
regulating the services relating to
. the daily ritual and worship. His
sishya Anantalvan helped him
greatly to put these reforms through.
He is famous for having laid out
flower gardens for the temple and
constructed a lake and called it
‘Ramanujan eri’. Ramanuja was
assisted in his reforms of Tirupati
temple administration by one
Kattiyam Yadava Rayan. That he
was in all probability a Chola
feudatory and atill helped Ramanu ja
in his Vaishnavite activities with
devotion shows that the Chola king
was not averse to othera obliging
Ramanuja with endowments and

other forms of patronage. Ramanuja
enlarged the area around the
Venkatesvara shrine and made it
possible for all festivals to be
celebrated on the hill itself. In short,
the following are some of the
arrangements made at Tirupati by
Ramanuja. He provided the conch
and the discus for Lord Venkates-
vara ; he set up the idols of Varaha,
Narasimha and Venkatesa (according
to Vaikhanasa rules) and proclaimed
that the temple wasa Vishnu shrine;
he inscribed the figure of ¢Sri’ on the
chest of Perumal ; he made the idol
called ‘Malai Kuniya Ninra Peru-
man’® the Utsava (procession) idol;
and he regulated the service condi-
tions of the temple employees. It is
supposed that Ramanuja had stayed
at Tirupati on more than one
occasion ; on the first occasion i.e. on
his return from the North India tour,
he seems to have settled the
centroversy (insofar at least as the
vaishnavas were concerned) regard-
ing the identity of the deity; on the
second, i.e.,, when he came from
Melkote, he instituted the Govinda-
rajo idol at Tirupati and made
permanent arrangements in the
madtter of thedaily conduct of temple
worship and rituals. Ramanuja’s
association with this temple relaxed
the Vaikhanasa tradition there to
some extent; he ordered that those
who were engaged in the immediate
service of God should alone reside on
the hill, all else including the other
devotees were to live at the foot of
the hill; he provided that those who
worship at the temple are to feed on
the prasadam that is provided in the

32, T.K.T.Viraraghavacharya: History of Tirupati, Val. II, p. 1046,
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temples; he also laid it down that It is common among devotees of
the animals and birds on the hill are Venkatesvara to offer the hair on
not to be killed in hunting; those their heads to the deity as a symbol
who go up the hill must not wear of supremesacrifice. It is not possible
sandals or travel in vehicles. Above 4, say when this custom started. It
all, he laid it down that the person . spread to (or has simultaneously
who is fo be in over-all charge of the ;.4 4 in) the other religious centres
temple administration must be a ;) poiari The Tiruvenkata Ula

learned bachelor, for he would be a mentions thi tice in Ti X
disinterested person; he provided an nhions this practice in ‘lirupati
and it still continues.

image of Rama for that officer to
worship and a seal of Hanuman for The ‘ma.nagement of the temple
temple administrative purposes. As Passed into the hands of the Mahants
the recitation of the Prabandhas (Whohavetheir mathas there) in 1843,
were provided for, he appointed a But now the temple is managed by a
sanyasi (an ascetic) under the name special Board of Hindu Religious
Satakopa Yati. Endowments.

3. Tiruvenkats Ula: line 3%, «Savages believe in & hair-soul, that is, in a
bair power, a spiritual vigour implicit in hair, to express it in terms slightly in
advance of the hair-soul belief. Many traces of this remain in India, The ritual use of
hair, the prayer over the first hairs cut from a child’s head, the hiding of hajr etc., all
hark hack to this supersitition. In America, the same supersitition takes many wel}.
known forms, The Indians of Mexico and Peru offered the eyebrow hairs in casua)
sacrifice to the Sun-god......In the North the scalping of a foe was Primarily to control
the hair-soul......In Peru the first cutting of a child’s hair was done by an elder relative
who used o stone-knife.” (E. W.Hopkins: J.A.C.S., Vol. XXXVII, p. 73),
last idea in the above quotation with the ritual importance attached to chayl
first shave for the child) by the Hindus.

Compare the
am (or ritua}



THE ANCIENT NAME OF ARIKAMEDU
IRAVATHAM MAHADEVAN

THE ancient name of Arikamédu
is considered in a brief Appen-
dix to the Report on the excavation
of the site by Mortimer Wheeler
(Ancient India, No.2, 1946, p. 124).
Arikamédu lies 60 miles north of
Tranquebar, the ancient Kaviri-p-
pum-pattinam referred to as kamara
in the Periplus and as Khaberis
Emporion by Ptolemy. Arikamédu
is also 20 miles south of Markanam,
the ancient Cé-pattinam referred to
" a8 Sopatma in the Periplus and as
Sabouras emporion by Ptolemy. The
Periplus clearly places Podouks in
between these two ports and Ptolemy
| implies that P5douke emporion is
somewhere to the north of Khaberis
emporion. Arikamédu is now a
suburb of Pondicherry (Putu-céri in
Tamil). The literary evidence is
corroborated by the discovery of a
Roman emporium at Arikamsdu in
the vicinity. The equation of
Podouké with Pondicherry may,
therefore, be taken as established.
‘ There the evidence at present ends’
(Wheeler).

The matter has rested there all
these years and no attempt seems to
have been made so far to search for
a reference in the contemporary
Tamil literature of the ‘Sangam’®

period to this important port so
prominently mentioned by the
Graeco-Roman writers. \

The clue to the identification of
the place-name in the ancient Tamil
literature is provided by the modern
name of the village in which Arika-
médu (which is only the name of the
mound covering the ruins) is
included. The name is Viram-
patnam. The French scholars have
generally referred to the site only by
this name!. In fact, the first article
written by Wheeler drawing atten-
tion to the archaeological significance
of the site bore the title ¢ Viram-
patnam?’,

The literary form of the place-
name can be reconstructed as
*Viram-pattinam or *Virai~y-am-pat-
tinam. Since-am is a formative
suffix (e.g. maturai-y-am-pati for
maturai) and pattinam, the common
term for a coastal town (e.g. Kaviri-
p-pattinam, Co-pattinam ete.), the
proper name of the place should have
been Vira or Virai. And Virai turns
out to be a port well known in the
Sangam Literature!

Aka-nanuru (Verse 206)* gives us
the following specific information
about Virai:—

(i) It had a harbour mun-turai;

1. (i) ¢ Une Vietlle Cité indienne prés Pondichéry, virapatnam ?, Fr, Faucheux,

Pondichery, 1945,

(1) Fouilles de virampatnam-Arikamedu, J. M. Casal, Paris, 1949.

2. Virdmptnam, R. E. M. Wheeler, Journsal of the Greater Indis Soolety, XI
(1945), P. 91 .
3. ¢ NOCurt Coiahf ferppddr siomp

Ap@udr e nddr Sy burdglie Akam., 206 ; 13—14
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(i) It was famous for its salt-
pans;
(iii) It belonged to the Vélir,
Virai must have been on the east
coast; the area approximately

"covered by the modern district

of South Arcot (and Pondicherry)
was a vélir stronghold in the Sangam
Period. One of the wvelir clans, the
6ys (=oviyar) occupied this tract
then known as Oy-ma natut. Co-
pattinam (the modern Markanam)
and probably virai (the modern
virampatnam) were the coastal cities
of the oy clan of the velir (c6>6-y).

The verse quoted above (akam, 206)
was comiposed by the poet Maturai
Marutan Ila Nakan-ar. We also know
about two poets (probably father and
son) who hailed from Virai. They
are Virai Veliyan-ar (the suthor of
Puram., 320) and Virai Veliyan
Tittan-ar (the author of Akam., 188).
Their names clearly indicate that
they were Vélir, corroborating the
description of Virai as a Vélir city
in Akam., 206. Virai Veliyam Yérg—
man, a Vélir chieftain had Virai as
his capital city. He is referred to in
verse 58 of Narrinai.

Since archaeological evidence
shows that Arikameédu was founded
not earlier than the end of the last
century B.C. or early in the first

ceptury A.D. and that the port
flourished for about two centuries,
we may infer that the two poets who
lived there and perhaps the poet who
wrote about the place also lived
during the first two centuries A.D,
sometime This fits in very well with
the date of the Tamil Sangam works
confirmed by other evidence. Weo
can now put to use this knowledge
for dating the poets and the princes
who were known to have been the
contemporaries of the three poets
mentioned above.

What about Podouks? Pattina-p-
palai® mentions potuvar, as one of
the tribes defeated by Karikala cola.
Nacecinir-k-iniyar, in his illumingt.
ing commentary on the poem,
identifies Potuvar with Itaiyar and
makes it clear that they were g
clan of ruling chieftains (and not
mere cow-herds). Itaiyar and Velir
clans seem to be closely related a;xd
in fact both claimed to be Yadavas,
For example, the Vélir chieftaing of
Aykudi claimed descent from the
Vreni (yadava) clan?. The Irunks-
velirs, another vélir clan claimed
Dvarapati es their original home g,
A graffito on a potshered recovered
from Arikamédu gives the name of
one Yadu Balabhif.ti—y % The name
itself (one of the names of Balar&ma)

4, Cirupdn., 122; Col,,

———

5, ¢yeédr Qurgiat anfQurdrp ? Pattina-p-palai, line 281,
6. Qurgeprant.wydidu Rarwrnl drsvdr@arf’ (Nach., commentary op

Pattina., line 281).

7. S&my arsita YArArsy’ Aykudi Copper Plates, Travancore Archasological

Series, I, P. 187.

. 8. Purc&m., 201, 8"“120
9, Ancignt Iﬂdl‘ﬁg NOo 2, 1946, P. 113, Figo 47‘ NO. 20; The co

\ . Pring is
quite accurate, See Les fouilles d* Arikamedou, P, Z, Pattabiraman, Pongiohe:;t
¥

1946, Planche XXI for a more accurate copy. [ have seen the original at the
Bibliotheque in Pondichery. The name occurring in the graffito is a mql, personal
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and the prefixed clan name Ygdu
[=itat (Ta.,); Yadu (Skt.,)] indicate
that the person referred to in the
graffito was a member of the Yadava
(Ta., itatyar=potuvar) clan. This
evidence is consistent with the
status of Virai as a Vélir city.

We hear of place-names like
Potikai and Potiyil which are associa-~
ted with the Vélirs and the Kécars

in old Tamil literature®, Potikai
seems to have been in origin a social
institution, namely, a meeting place,
either a hall or an open place under
a tree where the village elders met.
Perhaps Virai was also known as
Potikai on account of its association
with the Poduvar (Itaiyar) clan;
whence the Graeco-Roman pouduké

and the modern Tamil Putuvat
(putucéri).

name Valabhuti-y (Skt., Balabhiiti) and not feminine Valabhitay (sic) as stated

in Wheeler’s report.

10. See entries under ¢ Podiyil? and ¢ Poduvar? in Pre-Pallavan Tamil Indew,

N. Subrabmanian, Madras, 1966.

SOME THOUGHTS UPON THE TRADITIONS
CONCERNING ST. THOMAS IN INDIA

J. R. MARR

IT is well known that, apart from

being mentioned in lists of the
apostles, Thomas does not appear in
the synoptic gospels., But he is
mentioned serveral times in the
gospel according to St. John, wherein
he is called Didymus, ¢ Twin’.! In
the Syriac tradition, his name
appears either as Judas the Twin or
as Judas Thomas, and the question
arises as to whether St. Thomas
was (a) the same as the Judas ‘“not
the Iscariot ”’ of John xiv, 22, who is
generally taken to be the brother of
James, or (b) the twin brother of this
Judas and perhaps therefore alsoa
brother of James. This latter seems
more likely in view of the mention
of Thomas and ¢ Judas the brother
of James» in the same verse in the
Acts of the apostles.?

The confusion over names is
interesting in view of the fact that
in the apocryphal Acts of St. Thomas,
wherein is contained the most
extensive statement of the apostle’s
work in India, he is called Judas
Thomas.

These Acts exist in Syriac, Greek,
Latin, Armenian, Ethiopian and
Arabic versions, of which the Syriac
is generally taken to be the earliest.
The work is attributed to Bardesans,
and was probably written at Edessa,
the modern Urfa in southern Turkey

south-west of Diyarbakir. From 132
B.C., Edessa was ruled by a succes-
sion of princes, all called Abgar, and
one of these, Abgar IX (179-214 A. D),
was converted to Christianity and
was a great patron of Syriac litera-
ture. Possibly it was under his
patronage that the Acts of St. Thomas
were composed. According to the
tradition, the work of Thomas
was well-known in Edessa and,
after his martyrdom in India,
most of his remains were sent back
there. If true, this would cast doubt
upon the authenticity of those
disinterred by the Portuguese centu-
ries later in Mylapore,

In the first Act we are told that
Thomas was sold into slavery by
Our Lord, to an Indian merchant
whose name appears as Habban, that
he might go to India to convert that
country. Thomas was at first
reluctant to go :

“I have not strength enough for
this, because I am weak., AndI am
a Hebrew; how can I teach the
Indians ¥

At night Our Lord appeared to him
in a vision, and said :

“Fear not, Thomas,
grace is with you,”

Thomas said: ¢« Withe
Thou wilt, O Lord, send me; Z:;e}:r:;
India I will not go.”

because my

1. JoAn, xiy v. 16. 2. i, v, 13; ses also Luke vi, v, 19, o
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Despite his protests, Thomas was
sold into slavery ; Habban had been
sent by Gudnaphar, the king of
India, to procure a carpenter, and
Thomas went back with him.

Corroboration of the existence of
this king was supplied by the dis-
covery in and after 1834 near Kabul
of coins bearing the name Gondo-
pheres; others are known from
Kandahar, Amritsar and Pathankot.
Further attestation of Gudnaphar/
Gondopheres was provided by the
discovery in 1857 of the Takht-i-Bahi
inscription, now in the Lahore
museum, which tells us that the
king Guduphara commenced ruling
in 20/21 A.D., and thatin 46 A.D.
his kingdom included the territory
around Peshawar. Perhaps the
Syriac tradition confused India with
Parthia, a rather natural mistake,
and it will be remembered that,
after the apostles were *‘ filled with
the Holy Ghost’ the multitude
understanding what they said
despite the difference of language
included Parthians and Medes.?

It is possible that Thomas made a
separate vist to India proper for, in
the seventh Act, we are told that he
was called by king Mazdai to heal
his wife and daughter. The apostle
left his converts in the care of his
deacon, Xantippos, and set out with
Mazdai’s general, $ifar, in a chariot
t“drawn by cattle.”” Writers such
as Dr. Medlycott ¢* have suggested
that this mode of transport argues
specifically a south Indian mise-en~
scene for the king Mazdai story. But
both Sylvain Lévi and Fleet saw in

the name Mazdai an Iranian form of
what appears in Greek on coins as
Bazdéo, Vasudeva (of Mathurd) &
successor of Kaniska. This would
set the whole tale in the north of
India. But, following Vincent
Smith, Vasudeva reigned far too late
to be a contemporary of Thomas the
Apostle, and died circa 176 A.D. In
either case, the name of the deacon
could be a hellenized form of the
Skt. gauradva.

Medlycott thought that Mazdai
could represent Skt. mahadeva. This
is of interest not only as a feasible
regal name but because of its Saiva
connections. It is the case that 8
cult of Siva has been known at
Mylapore at least since the seventh
century, as will be discussed
shortly. It is also interesting in
view of the Malayalam tradition
that Mahadevapattanam, a Syrian
Christian settlement, was found in
345 A. D. by Knayil Thomma, i.e.
Thomas of Cana. This place too has
$aive connexions, as will later be
shown.

To return to the Acts of St Thomas:
Mazdai’s general kept the apostle in
his house, and the latter converted
to asceticism one Mygdonia, wife of
a kinsman of Mazdai, who was
brought to him in a litter, a
conveyance suggestive of South
India. Mygdonia’s husband com-~
plained to the king, who was further
enraged when his queen Tertia too
was converted. After imprisonment

and torture, the apostle was finally
taken to a hill outside the city and

stabbed to death by soldiers. Judas

——

3. Actsii, vv.4-9. 4. India and the Apostle Thomae, London, 1905,
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Thomas was buried in a sepulchre
wherein the kings were buried. A
long time after, Mazdai’s son fell ill,
and the king looked for a relic of
Thomas with which to heal his son.
But, as the body had been taken
away to the West, Mazdai took dust
from the grave and put it'on his son,
invoking the name of Jesus. The
boy was cured.

The place where Thomas was
slain is called Calamina in Pseudo-
Jerome and Pseuda-Sophronius and,
in view of the Mylapore tradition,
the suggestion that Calamina repre-
sents Ta. Colamantalam seems
reasonable. But itis difficult to say
whether this name was in use as
early as the first century A.D.

It must be admitted that to support
the Mylapore tradition with the Acts
of St. Thomas is difficult and, in view
of the relative accuracy of geogra-
phies such as the Periplus and that
of Ptolemy, it is curious that
Bardesana’s account should be so
vague though, as seen, a connexion
with modern Afghanistan is clear
enough. All we really have from
the Acts is the tradition aboutf a hill
outside a city (which could be any-
where) and the various forms of the
name Calamina gleaned from early
Christian writers in the West and
retained in Sir John Mandeville’s
account written in the fourteenth
Céntury :

“In that land of Mabaron lies St.
Thomas the Apostle and his body all
whole, in a fair tomb in the city of

—

Calamy : for there was he martyred
and graven.>’®

This rather anticipates the Portu-
guese, who professed to find a whole
body there, giving the lie to the
account in the Acts of St. Thomas.
Mention of Malabar is not helpful
either way, as this was used from
Arab trading days onward to refer to
both east and west coasts.

Marco Polo was in Mylapore in
1290, and his is one of the earliest
Western notices of this place linked
with the St. Thomas tradition, and
it looks as if the belief originated
among the Syrian Christians in
what was later to be called Kerala.
He alludes to another legend of the
apostle’s end whereby, rather in the
manner of the usual view of the
death of William Rufus, he was
slain by an arrow shot by hunters at
a peacock. This tale may have been
woven around the name of the place,
Ta. Mayidappur, Skt. Mayirapuri.
The name commemorates the
worship of Siva in the form of a
peacock by Parvati, though the name
of its temple-deity, Kapalisvara,
alludes to the god’s going begging,
using a skull as begging-bowl. This
cult was certainly there in the
seventh century, for Tirunana-
cempantar has & Tevaram hymn
about it beginning :
¢« Mattitia punnaty arkdnal matamayilal

kkattittan koptan Kapdlicaram

amarntan.®

Interestingly, this is one of the
Tevaram hymns at some time or

5. Hobson-Jobson, p. 526,

6. Tev., Tiru.Il,v.47: ¢“The lord dwells at Kapaligvaram, at Mayilai’s shrine

amid groves of honey-laden Punnai trees.”

27
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other taken across to Thailand and
still recited, albeit in a very corrupt
version, by the brahmans at the
court in Bangkok.”

But it would be interesting to know
the date of the cross carved in relief
on granite which was dug up by the
Portuguese in 1547 in the course of
digging the foundations for a chapel
to the apostle, It has a Pahlavi
inscription on it and is very similar
to ones found near Kottayam in
Kerala, one of which has the sams
text in Pahlavi, the other two
peacocks on each side of a cross. The
Pahlavi inscriptions are dated by
various scholars as between the 6th
and 8th centuries. At the time that
they found it near Madras, the Portu-
guese were given a rather fanciful
reading of the inscription by a local
brahman, one which did, however,
allude to the tradition about the
place; it no doubt impressed his
audience :

¢“ At the time of the Sagamo Law
Thomé, a man of God, was sent by
the Son of God to those parts to bring
the people of the nation to the know-
ledge of God; he had built a temple
there and done miracles and finally,
when he was praying on his knees
before that cross he had been run
through with a lance by a Brahman.
And the cross was tinged with the
blood of the saint in his everlasting
memory.”’

This account appeared in 1601.
The last clause was perhaps to
explain a dark stain noticed on the

stone when discovered ; it resembled
dried blood, and reappeared when
rubbed off. For several years after,
the stone was said to exude water
annually on a certain feast-day. It
is now over the alter in Santhomé
Cathedral, Mylapore. It would also
be of interest to know whether the
granite of which it is fashioned is of
a local type, or of a more distant
provenance. It need scarcely be
added that the Sassanian Pahlavi
text hardly bears the interpretation
the brahman gave it ! That furnished
by West and Cotton is : :

(‘““He) whom the suffering of the
selfsame Messiah, the forgiving and
upraising, (has) saved, (is) offering
the plea whose origin was the agony
of this.”’®

This would seem to be appropriate
for a votive offering, and not very
palpably connected with the St.
Thomas stories.

Earlier, in 1517, two Portuguese,
sent to Mylapore to investigate the
shrine, had found a small church
decorated in plaster with crosses
and peacocks. The similarity
of these crosses to Nestorian ones
from China and Turkestan has often
been noticed; they are Greek crosses
petaliled at the end of each arm. Use
of the peacock as an ornament
connects them with Byzantine icono-

graphy, wherein this bird signiﬁed .

immortality as, for instance, in
the peacocks drinking from the
chalice relief from Torcello, near
Venice.?

7. See Marr: Scme manuscripts tn
XXXII, part 2, 1969, pp. 304-6 and 311-313,

Grantha soript in Bangkott in BSOAS Vol.

8, See FAD?Cruz: St. Thomas the apostle in India, p. 116
9, See G. Mathew : Byzantine aeathetics, London 1963 plate, p. 38,
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As for t!e tomb itself, it was
examined in 1523 by Manuel de Faria
and others. Beneath three slabs of
concrete interspaced with sand they
found a tombstone under which
were human remains:

“E forao logo comessando achar
algus ossos de cabeca depois das
costas e de todo corpo’’¥—runs the
account given by Diogo Fernandes to
Vicar Gaspar Coelho and produced
twenty years later. This leaves one
rather doubtful how much of the
saint’s mortal remains were in fact
taken back to Edessa !

There seems no reason to doubt that

there was a Christian centre of great
‘antiquity at Mylapore, one at least
as old as the cross refferred to. One
Tamil author of great renown is
sometimes cited as proof, Tiruvallu-
var, who composed the Tirukkural
some time between the 4th and 7th
centuries. It is so non-sectarian that
influences of every Indian religion
and of those that have come into
India (save Islam) have been seen in
it. Even the invocation to god at the
beginning is vague:

“Just as all the letters (of the
syllabary) commence with Akara, so
does the universe have the First
Blessed One at its head.”” 1

This recalls the passage in St,
John’s Apocalypse:

“] am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the ending, saith the
Lord, which is, and which was, and
which is to come, the Almighty.’’ 12

There is noreason why Tirukkural
should not have been influenced ‘b;'r
Christian teaching in the atmosphere
of give and take between Hinduism,
Jainism, Buddism and Christianity
that obtained in Tamilnad before
the Hindu revival commenced in the
7th century when the Saiva Teviram
and the commentaries of Sankara-
carya were written. But this is not
to say that St. Thomas himself
influenced Tiruvalluvar who, again
of interest, is said to have lived in
Mylapore. The most poetic version
of the St. Thomas tradition is
probably that of Camoens in his epic
Os lusiadas, published in 1571,

There are a number of traditions
in Malayalam sources about the
apostle coming to India, to Malabar.
The Keralolpatti, a pseudo history
written in the 17th century by a
Nambudiri has one. It says that a
certain foreigner, Thomman, spoken
of as Sarvavedavigrahan (embodiment
of, or hostile to, all the Vedas
according to the way one interpret;
the Skt. compound!) came to Malabar
and converted to his Budha faith
many prominent people including
Ceraman Bana Pérumal. .

There is a very detailed account
in a Malayalam manuscript of the
18th  century called  Keralattil
margavaliyute avastha. The dates
given therein need not perhaps
detain us, in view of the late date
of the source for, among the events
related that are said to have occurred

10, ¢ Shortly afterwards they began to'find some bones of the skull, then those of

the spine and of the whole body.”

11. Kural, v. 1,

12, Chap. 1, v. 8, referring to the Greek first and last letters,

13, See Camoens: The Lusiads, translated by W, Atkinson, Lon don,

1952, pp. 239-241.

Penguins,
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293 years after the arrival of Mar
Thomas the Apostle is persecution
of Christians on the Coromandel
coast by ¢ Manikkavacakar, a
sorcerer.” It is probably far-fetched
to see in this name, as some have,
that of the founder of Manichaeism,
and one is inclined to agree with
G. U. Pope that the allusion is to the
famous Saiva poet who composed
Tiruvdcakam and Tirukkovaiyar, and
who, from Tamil sources, is credited
with defeating Buddhists in argu-
ment. The Kerala source states
that, after re-converting a number
of Christian families in Pukar,
Manikkavacakar came to the west
and tried to persuade local Christians
to learn the pdncaksara, smear
themselves with sacred ash and
avail themselves of the paricagavya.
The first probably refers to the
Saiva formula namaéiviya. The MS
reproduces much of the Syriac story
about St. Thomas and his death in
Mylapore, including the episode of
the building from timber of a
heavenly, not earthly, house to the
enragement of the king. (This tale
recalls the appropriation of money
by’ Manikkavacakar for Saiva
shrines that was meant by his king
for horse-buying). The merchant
Habban appears as Havan.

Some of the Coromandel Christians,
who are stated to be Velalas, flee
to the west coast and, in indignation
at Manikkavacakar’s presence, the
Christian community petition the
Katholikos of Jerusalem through
the bishop of Uraha (Edessa), who
sends them Knayil Thomma,
Thomas of Cana. The date of his
arrival in Malabar works out as

345 A.D. This has been disputed
by Mingana, who says that Thomas
of Cana belongs to the 8th century.
This is interesting, as being much
nearer in time to- Manikkavacakar,
following Tamil sources. Thomas
makes a treaty with the king, whose
name is given as Ceraman Perumal.
The Christians are granted the town
of Kodungalur (Cranganore) and
re-name it Mahadevapattanam.
Another name for this in Malabar
Skt. works is Mahodayapuram. This
latter seems clearly founded on
Ta. Makotat, and T. K. Joseph is
wrong in stating that this form is
not found in earlier Tamil works.
We find in colophons to Puranafiuru
that a certain Ceral king who died
at Kottampalam (=Ambalappula?)
was called Makkotai; he composed
a rather attractive lament on the
death of his queen that is preserved
as Puram. 245. Much more telling
is the reference in Periyapurdnam
(Ceraman., vvl & 4) albeit a later
work, identifying Kotunkolir with
Makotai. If this name, either as
that of a Ceral king or town, does
go back to the7th century (following
the events related in Periyapuranpam)
or to the 1st or 2nd (following
Purananiru) have we here real
origin of the Syriac Mazdat?

It is of course tempting to regard
this Ceraman Peruma]l as the same
as the Saiva saint who appears in
Periyapuranam (in the section on
whom are the allusions to Makotai
juat mentioned) who, from Tamil
tradition, seems to have been a con-
temporary of Manikkavacakar. But
it is perhaps unlikely that he would
have been so affable to Christians
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who were being persecuted by his
fellow Saivite!

Unhappily lost are the two copper-
plate grants which came into the
hands of the Portuguese Franciscans
in the 16th century. They had
been pawned for 20 cruzados by the
bishop Mar Jacob, who was bankrupt
at the time. The bishop confided to
the treasurer of the Portuguese
factory at Cochin what had occurred,
and the latter managed to redeem
them. The governor, Martim de
Souza, managed to have them read
by a Jew from Cochin, and the
Portuguese transcript is among the
papers of Bishop Roz now in the
British Museum in a M3 dated 1604,
The originals were later taken by
the Franciscans to Portugal and
subsequently lost.

According to the transcript, the
plates clearly referred to the founda-
tion at Cranganore, which appears
as Magoderpatanam. Thomas of
Cana is Cananeo, and is stated to

have been honoured by the Cera kin

with his own title, Coquarangong
The Christians were granted a’,
number of privileges, including a
royal tent, the use of royal parasols

a:nd 'tribute to Thomas ang his’
lmt?age. There is also g rather
cu.mous one: at weddings the women,
might give a certain signal with
their finger in their mouth! Ap
account of all this was sent to Joao
III, and the Portuguese seem to have
regarded these traditions ag
to the time of the Apostle
himself.

Could there have arisen, over the
ceptl.lries, a confusion between the
mission of Thomas the Apostle to
Parthia and that of Thomas of Cang
four centuries later to Malabar? The
ground for such g conflation is
fertile, and one recalls the confusion
over Auvaiyar: whether there was
one or izwo. A search in Portugal
for missing copper-plate grants and
South Indian manuscripts might
unravel the mystery, if there is one!

ref erring
Thomas
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RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND OF
PARITHIMAL ARIGNAR

N. MURUGESA MUDALIAR

ANY know V. G. Suryanarayana
Sastriar as an erudite Tamil
scholar, teacher and critic but few
perhaps his religious background.
His book on the Life of Sri Maniya
Sivanar, the guru of his pious father
Vilacheri Govinda Sastriyar, throws
ample light on the deep knowledge
of the Sivadvaita tradition and his
devotion to his father and his guru
and his unflinching faith in Siva-
paratva.

The opening invocation in the
book is to Srikanta Sivacarya, the
exponent of Sivadvaita in his
Brahmasutra thasya which is consi-
dered to be earlier to Sankara bhasya
or at any rate to Ramanuja’s bhasya.
In this invocation Sastriar praises
Srikanta as Siddhanta-saiva-bhanu
and one who vanquished Ekanma~
vadins and propounded Suddhatvaita
in his bhasya. His next praise is to
Sri Haradatta Sivacarya who, seated
on an iron stool over fire, established
by twentyone propositions that Siva
is the Supreme Brahmam and took all
his people to Kailasa when heattained
samadhi. Then he pays obeisance to
Sri Appaya Diksitendra who gave to
the South Tatparyasangraha and
wrote innumerable works (about 108
in number). About Sri Maniya
Sivanar the subject of his study,
Sastriar extols him in poetic words
that ‘“in his Vidyavrithi the blessed
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author has blended the Sivigama
fruits with the honey of Sivarahasya,
mixed it with the candy of upanisads
adding the sugar of Vedanta sutras
and poured into it the sweet-smelling
ghee of Sivajnabodha Sutras and
melting it all, gave it as the sweet
nectar called Vidyavrithi for all the
world to taste it and say ‘how
glorious, how glorious ’—to him
who is called Maniya Sivam, famed
as one capable of expounding the
secret of mukti, the one who took all
his family as his servants and gave
them grace!” This is the lofty praise
of his family Guru, Maniya Sivanar.
When he speaks of his own father,
Govinda Sivam, Sastriar is all
humility, remorse and thankfulness.
He says “ To me incapable of deep
love, thou hast subdued my
uncontrollable anava as a loving and
dutiful father always, and made me
pure and gave me the highest secret
of Sivajnana which is beyond speech
and thought. - To Thy feet shall
I pray and be blessed.”

It will be seen from these that
Sastriar was brought up in the
tradition of parama Sambhavas who
worshipped none but Sive and
was imbued with the knowledge
of Sivadvaita and Suddhatvaita
Siddhanta and held Sivajnana as the
highest means for mukti. Maniya
Sivanar was one who always wore
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basma and rudraksa and did
Sivalinga puja and worshipped at
temples. The other Brahmins decried
him as a mere karmi (of svalpa
buddhi) and not a Gnani. Maniya
Sivanar simply ignored this cavil
and cited the Gita sloka......

¢ Agrou distate vipranam yoginam

pratamasvalpa buddhinam sarvatra

samadarsanam.”
He also showed that lsvara Gita and
Sivarahasya correctly maintained
that lingarchana was higher than
Agneya Karma. He further estab-
lished that Vedapadastave declared
that no one can attain gnanam by
discarding basma, rudraksa and
lingarchana and that the Bhagavata
is twisted by some to belittle it.
Deharavidya unequivocally declares
that Gnana is navaavarana Linga-
puja.

Sastriar’s discussion of these
subjects apparently reflects the
recondite truths of Sivalinga puja
tathva imbibed from his father
through Maniya Sivanar. In (1)
pratama avarana is the contempla-~
tion of thelingas in abhimana Stalas
mentioned in the Prithvi tatva.
In (2) dvitiya avarana the worship is
in Mahesa tatva of Ganapathi,
Subramania, Isvara and Nirguna
Rudra panchavimsate. In (3) Tritiya
avarana, worship is to Sadasiva-
manonmani. In (4) turiya avaranae
it is mahashodasi puja in Saktitatva.
In (5) pancama avarana the shodasi
puja is to the Kartru sadhakya and
Murti Sadhakya and meru., In
(6) sastavarana the puja is to nirguna
Dakshinamurthi. In (7) saptavarana
the puja is to nirguna Nataraja. In
(8) it is to Nirguna umasahaya. In

(9) the finale the puja is to nirgune
Chitsakti and nirguna Sivalinga (as
sarvatra on samadarsis). Those who
worship in this way are sarvatra-
viditatmas or samadarsis because
they worship the sarvatra vyapaka
Siva in Maya, suddhamaya and
brahmakosa stanas. Sohambhavam
is the contemplation of the
sarvavyapa Sivam in the body as
linga. This is the highest level of
Siva puja. Maniya Sivanar insisted
that Sivapuja is necessary for SaiVB:S
over and above Agnikarya which 18
common to all and not special.

That Sastriar’s family are ardent
devotees of Siva will be seen from
the fact that Mania Sivanar
completely refuted the distorted
story that Ganga borne by the Lord
in his braid is that which emanated
from Visnu’s feet. He showed that
Visnu-padotbhava Ganga was tl:;e
Ganga which flowed from his foot ip
the Trivikrama avatara when he
took the other foot aloft to measure
the sky. This was not the Bhagirata
Ganga worn by Siva. Mania Sivanar
conclusively cited authorities for
this. He even preached that Suta-
samhita (which Adi Sankara is said
to have read eighteen times before
writing his Brahmasutra bhasya)
was more important than Bhagavat.a,
and that in fact the Isvara sabds in
the Bhagavata really referred to
Siva. Even Adi Sankara could not
get his Bhasya accepted by some
(misras) till he prayed to Lord Sive
and got the five lingas with whxgh
he established his mutts. Manie
Sivanar also established that basma
dharanam is ‘srautam’ and no
‘smartam’. He explained th
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tripuntra dharana vidhi as propoun-
ded in the Dravida vyakyana of the
ninth  sloka of Moksa-sadhana-
prakaranam. On one occasion some
Vaisnavites challenged the Saivaite
Brahmins to prove how they accept
the Thevaram as sruti unlike their
Tiruvoimozhi. Maniya Sivanar
cited the exact sruti vakyas for the
Thevaram padigams and silenced
the critics.*

Maniya Sivanar propounded Gana-
patya puja to a devotes. Similarly
he imparted the Devipuja vidhi to
Sastriar’s father, Govinda Sivanar.
Finding that Govinda Sivam was
perfectin his Sakta mantras, mudras,
sandhya and rahasyarchana ete.
Mania Sivanar imparted to him Eka-
lingarchana mantra and Sivatatva
gnana fit for Sambava Pasupata
Maha Saiva puja. Maniyanar would
initiate linga puja vidhi only to
those who are fit for anga puja.
Linganga Samarasya is the highest
in Sivadvaita and also in Virasaiva
philosophies. This will be found
elaborated in Sri Kumara Deva’s
Suddha Sadhakam (Tamil) and in
Mahavakya prakaranam.

Although a great anubhutiman,
Maniya Sivanar never neglected to
have darsan at important festivals
like Avani moola in Madurai,
Arudhra and Ani-tirumanjanam in
Chidambaram and he worshipped
daily at Tiruvaiyaru when he was
there, He commended to all the

parayana of Sri Vidyavritti at Siva-
puja time for getting Sivajnana.

It will be seen that Parithima]
Arignar’s religious background was
unique as he came of a tradition of
Sivadvaitis and not mere Vaidikas
who had profound reverence fox,'
Lord Siva and considered Sivapuja
and Sivanama and basmarudraksha,
dharana were the means for
Sivajnana and finally for Advaita-
mukti which is the faultless Mukti
spoken of in the Agama and Gnana-
sastras both in Tamil and Sanskrit
relating Saivism. It js g great loss
that  Parithimal Arignar  who
deliberately chose Tamil for his
university study to demonstrate that
both Aryam and Tamil are the
divine speech of Siva, could not
complete his contemplated work of
concordance of Thevaram with
vedas and upanishads. Those who
merely study Tamil or Sanskrit
as literature without delving into
the gnana sastras written in them
by Divine Grace and those who do
not contemplate on the lives and
utterances of God-men like the Saiva
Samayacharyas and of Sankars
Srikanta, Appaya Dikshaendrs. anci
a host of others would not have
derived the fruits of such learning.
Parithimal Arignars life is an
inspiration to those who aspire for
scholarship and independent thought

on our tradition both Tamil and
Sanskrit.

* Suryanarayana Sastriar says here that it was his intention
Ty to collect these

parsllels for the benefit of the ignorant. Apparently he
within his short life on this earth, Sivasri Sentbilnath&y
such & compilation but copies of it are now rare to get,
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THE LORD AS HIS REFUGE

V. A. DEVASENAPATHY

A vessel (or any piece of property)

may be pledged with some one
for a loan (orrikkalam), or sold
outright (vilaikkalam). The period
of loan may be short or long. If it
is not sold outright, the borrower
may redeem the property.

In certain contexts, the soul is
referred to as kalam in Tamil,
meaning vessel. In English also we
have the usage, chosen vessel (‘heis a
chosen vessel unto me’—Acts IX. 15).

Manikkavacagar sings:

¢ Bo with me ! Govern, use, sell,
pledge me #,1 thus I cried,

What is the value of this vessel-viz
the soul? Is it a thing of fleeting
worth or is it of permanent value?
We have a clue to this in the
utterance of Appar.

¢ T am not an earthen vessel ? 2
In other words, an earthen vessel is
something to be used for the time
being and then thrown away. The
soul is not such an entity.

If then the soul is of permanent
value, what is its status? Is it one of
independence, owned by and owing
allegiance to no one? Or is it one of
dependence, being owned by and
owing allegiance to the Lord of all
things? If the latter, is His right over
the soul absolute or limited and
temporaryt Does the Lord own the
soul in His own right or as some-
thing pledged with Him for a time?

All these questions are posed to
make clear the truth that the soul
has to seek the Lord as its refuge, as
its Saviour from bondage.

Appar sings :

The five lotters of Your name—I have
taken on my tongue as my weapon,

Iam no earthen vessel. I shall abide in

Your service through the seven
births

Even if You brush me aside, I shall not
depart from You,

Worshipping You and wearing your
sacred ashes

I seek You as my .Refuge, Lord of
Cidambaram?,

Is it necessary to seek the Lord as
one’s refuge and surrender to Him
our body, mind and soul? If He
owns everything, do we have any
choice in the matter? Isit meaning-
ful to talk about surrender to Him ?

It is a fact, no doubt that the Lord
owns the soul absolutely. But then,

He in His mercy has allowed freedom
to the soul. The manner in which
the soul exercises its freedom
determines its growth——healthy or
unhealthy, quick or slow. Whatever
befalls one, prosperity or ca.la.mity
to persevere in the path of righteous-,

ness in perfect surrender to the

Lord’s will is by no means an easy
frame of mind or disposition of the
will. The usual tendency is—in

prosperity to forget the Lord or
half-heartedly assign to Him 4

1, ¢ DEpOsler YekrGasrdr dOp padQardr o ppeon ?
—Manikkavacagar S@éssad

2. ¢ RadsowdCadr '—Appar
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peripheral status in our conscious-
ness ; and, in calamity, to deny His
existence or hold Him responsible
for the untoward happening. A
deliberate act of total surrender to
the lord is an exercise of our
freedom in the proper way.

Manikkavacagar has a decad of
songs under the title Adaikkalappattu.
We may recall here what he has fo
say about surrender and taking
vefuge in the Lord.

After initiating him in the
spiritual path the Lord departed
with =~ His devotees, leaving
Manikkavacagar to remain in this
world. This separation was painful
in the extreme to Manikkavacagar.
What could be the reason for this
separation, he asks himself. It
occurs to him that it was the
difference in spiritual status between
himself and those other devotees.
They who departed with the Lord
had attained spiritual ripeness.
Here he was, a sinful man, imprison~
ed in a body, foul and vile, devoid of
wisdom, and impure in mind’®—
lacking health in body, mind and
spirit. Yet, he says ‘You are my
Owner! You are my Refuge.’

¢] am mean, indulging in doing
only hateful things—such is my
pettiness which 1 mistake for great-
pess. But in Your greatness, You
grant me forgiveness. You wear the
snake as an ornament and You
arrest in your matted hair the
swelling onrush of Ganga's stream.’

What do these signify ¥ The snake

has deadly poison in itsfangs. In
return for milk with which it is fed,
it darts poison—sheer ingratitude.
(The Lord on the other hand, took
poison so that the celestials might
taste neotar). We are like the
serpent returning evil for good while
the Lord does the very reverse of
this. He forgives us and succours Us,
despite our forgetfulness and ingrati-
tude. He arrests the headlong rusb
of Ganga. Likewise He can arrest
the wild career of the soul prompted
by self-conceit-dnava. There is @
confirmation of this as we look at
His foot planted on Muyalagan—the
symbol of anava. Yes, when W¢
surrender to Him, anava, the root-
evil of our woes, becomes powerless.
The snake and Ganga remind us
of His forgiving disposition and
power to overcome our mulamala.
Hence we must seck Him as owr
Refuge and surrender unto Him.

‘He whom Brahma and Vispu
could not know, chooses to come
within my mind. He fills me with 2
great madness. Him, then, I shall
make my Refuge.” Hiding Himself
from those who are rooted in egoism,
He chooses to offer Himself to those
who surrender unto Him.

¢Sinking in the flood of sorrows,
the Lord’s devotees have seized the
raft of His blessed foot and have risen
to heaven. Drifting into the whirl-
pool of trouble’s sea, buffeted by
women-billows and attacked by
lust’s sharks, I am being ruined.
I make You my Refuge.’

s

3, ¢uyudsgpat ydigrbaul Qurdord sddggrarbor Slapd@oardsnCwdr ?
of this with the words of Nammalvar. ‘
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The billows appear to be big. But
their water contents are not in
proportion to their size. Likewise
sensual pleasures appear to be sub-
stantial and thus delude us into
mistaking them forreal bliss. Again,
even as the waves toss objects to and

fro, one’s mind is agitated by sensual .

pleasures. Far from giving one
tranquillity of mind and spirit, these
only cause endless agitation.
¢Caught in the wiles of women
with curling locks, forgetting Your
greatness—in this body dark I wearied
lay. Partner of Her with wide black
eyes and glance like startled fawn!
Lord of the celestials! Grant me
Your grace! I make You my Refuge.’

This body was given to enable me
to worship You. And yet I forget
You and go after sensual pleasures.
Verily this is to deny oneself the
benefit of the light that a lamp sheds
and to make the lamp give out,
instead, smoke which covers up
everything. The body is given as an
aid to salvation. It becomes an
instrument of damnation when it is
thus misused.

¢Broken by the mighty churning-
staff of those of beautiful eyes, like
cream in churn, I feel enfeebled.
Bless Your flower-foot! When will
You come so that I whose deeds are
mighty evil may worship You?
I make You my Refuge!’

The action of the churning staff on
cream (or curds) consists in breaking
up its (semi—) solidity. Likewise they
who are allured by the beauty of
women become weak in their resolve
and lose their strength of character.

¢ Caught in the net of hot desire for
those of glancing eyes and slender

form, I writhed and rolled in agony;
that I may wallow thus no more,
You, out of your Grace, enter my
very being, pity my fault and well
up in me as nectar-You, with beauti-
ful eyes. I make You my Refuge.’

To seek bliss outside oneself in
sensual pleasures is never to attain
it. It becomes a never-satiated but
ever-increasing thirst. On the other
hand, to feel the presence of the Lord
in one’s inmost being is to possess
and enjoy the fount of unalloyed and
unsurpassable bliss. The Lord is
ready to grant such bliss. For, does
He not have beautiful eyes? And
what is beauty of the eye if it is not
gracious look ?

What & tragi-comedy in our lives!
While the Lord is ever ready to
reveal Himself in us and to grant us
unalloyed bliss, we are blind to His
presence and run after pleasures
which are either unattainable or
even if attained, not satisfying,
Verily we are like the man in the
story who not destined to en joy
wealth, suddenly asked himself
what it would be like to walk like a
blind man. Forthwith he closed his
eyes and as he started walking
stepped over a treasure lying right
across his way. After thus missing
it, he continued his Journey with
his eyes open once again. Such
wilful blindness seems to be the
plight of most us in failing to realise
the presence of God in the very depth
of our being as the source of real
bliss and in running after fleeting
pleasures.

¢Oh, partner of Her with beautiful
eyes! You call me unto Your flower
feet—or dismiss me to the depths of
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hell. Your thought—I know 1fot.
Like the weaver’s shuttle, my mind
is tossed back and forth. Alas, I
perish. My Lord, I make You my
4
Reli;ugi: not for a true servant to
question his master’s intentio.ns. He
has to do his master’s bidding. It
may be the Divine Master’s pleasure
to confer bliss on His dev?te'e or
consign him to hell. Hasfx’t Manikka-
vacagar said in his Tirucchadagam
¢ though hell’s abyss, I enter, I un-
murmuring go, if grace divine
appoint my lot?
¢ Your loving ones beneath Your feet that
grace confer

Abiding, gain the bliss that knows no
refluent tide

I know not the way to worship You

Indeed I know not You, nor the know-
ledge that tells of You.

" 1 make You my Refuge.?

Those who have attained the bliss
of the Lord have come .to. pog.sess
wealth that suffers (;w d}m.m:h:;:'

are not plunged again into the
cTy}:el}e’ of birthspand deiaths. To ]fn°w
the Lord, through His grace, is to
know eveything, to possess every-
thing. With Him we must be united
without the least separatm.n. .’We
must know the way to worship Him.
Knowing Him, knowing the way to

worship Him and never being sepa-
rated from Him are the hall-marks
of those who make Him their
refuge.

‘The Lord freely pours out the
nectar of His grace. Eager, I strove
to drink. Bound by evil fate, I felt
choked. Give me to taste honey-
like water that allays the pain of
choking. Isink in woe! I make You
my Refuge.’

Even if grace is poured out, there
must be strength to receive it. Grace
is tender and tough at once. It is
only the Lord Who can give us the
strength to stand up to His mighty
embrace!

We have in the foregoing a picture
in contrast of those who were ripe
enough to receive the Lord’s grace
and of one who is in an unredeemed
state but who longs to be saved, A
deep sense of one’s unworthiness, a
strong urge to seek and surrender
unto Him who is powerful and
gracious enough to save one, no
matter how depraved and unworthy
one might be, and an abiding faith
that the Lord will take unto Himself
what was, is and ever will be His
these are called for in one who offers
to surrender oneself to the Lord.
Manikkavacagar teaches us these
truths in his Adaikkalappattu.
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12, Dr. Griersan says ¢ The term Siva is tamil in its origin ; the concep=
tions of Rudra-Siva has a tinge of Dravidian influence on the Aryans not only pilose-
phically but on their whole mode of thought.”

13. Professo Rapson says ¢ The cerebrals are foreign to Indo-European
languages, while they are characteristics of Drarvidian tongues *?

14, gl waid udsd 138. wapwiowgsdr (1941)

15. Among the many revelatiors that Mohanjo-Daro and Harappa have had in
store for us, none perhaps;is more remarkable than this discovery that saivaism has a his-
tory going back to the chalcolithi cage or perhaps even furthe.r still and it thus takes its
place as the most ancient living faith in the world” Sri John Marshall-Preface to
Mohen jo-Daro and the Indus civilization Vol 1, p.7.

16. ense Fiow agorgy 134, Lrduf wr. Dyrgorefidsci (1955).

17. Saivism is the old historical religion of South India essentially existing
from pre-Aryan times and holds sway over the hearts °f_‘ Tamil people. But this great
attempt to solve the problems of God and soul, humanity, nature, soul sufferings and
unseen world, has never been expounded in English. Its text books exist in Tamil
only » Translation of Thruvasegam Dr, G. U. pope.
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