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rast by Thiru Prabhudgs B/ Patwari, Governor of
on the eve of Nat'al mily Welfare Fortnight

&

Sisters and-Brotberee ¥

Ponulation Explosion is one of the gravest
proble:ns that we are facing to-day. If is nct only
arresting the process of our economic growth, but
also nullifies the progress that we have already made.

The population of India which was 439 million
in 1961 and 548 million in 1971 has crossed 637
million in June 1978, according to the latest esti-
mates. We are adding every year 12 million persons,
equivalent to the population of Australia. The
population of Tamil Nadu which was 34 million in
1961 and 41 million in 1971 has crossed 45 million
now. The question is: How are we to meet the
additional requirements of the growing population?
We cannot possibly achieve the expected success in
our health-care programme or, for that matter,
" other programme of socio-economic develop-
ment, unless we are able to tackle the problem
of population explosion.

Till the end of 1977-—78, 28 million sterilisa-
tions were done in India and Tamil Nadu accounts
for 28 lakhs sterilisacion operations, which is the
permanent method of Family Welfare Programme.
But the performance after touching the peak level
during 1976-77 hs. been low at the All-India level.

1]

We have to achieve the expected levels of perfor-
mance and thereby bring down the Birth Rate to
30/1000 population by 1982--83 at the ali-India
level. The protected Couple Coverage has to be
stepped up. '| may, in this connection, draw your
artention to the statement made by the Prime
Minister of India: He sald: I am distressed to know
th: in some cases, doctors were reluctant to under
t='  sterilisation operatiens even though persors
hac voluntarily offered to undergo them. If doct.rs
have any apprehensions of the possible enquiries
being held in the event of cases resulting in comp-
lications, they should be assured that they would
enjoy the same protection which the law affords to
them in thelr profession except in those cases where
there is proof of neglect of duty”.

To meet the prevailing situation effectively, the
Government of India have  taken serious  efforts
‘recently. Raising the age of marriage for girls to’
18and for boys to 2laspassed bythe Parliament recently
39;‘ one. such measure. The constitution of a Working

toup.on Population Dynamics by the Planning
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Tamil Nadu Wi” GiveAlead
Dyt Achievement 2

Thiru Prabhudas B.Patwari
Governor of Tamil Nadu

Commission is another welcome step. The Govern-
ment of India have also decided to give 89 Central
Assistance to the States based on the performance
of the Family Welfare Programme and thus the
assistance has been linked with the States® Perfor'-
mance in Family Welfare Programme. Recently, the
Government of India have also announced National
Awards under Family Welfare Programme. This

National Programme is given the highest priority -

among all other Welfare Programmes.

Unless a well planned and co-ordinated effort is
made from now onwards, it will not be possible to
come anywhere near the levels of performance
fixed for this State this year, The expected levels
of performance for Tamil Nadu for 1978—79 are
2,76,700 sterilisations, 41,700 Intra Uterine Devices
and 1,40,200 other Contraceptive users. All these
steps are aimed at reducing the Birth Rate 30/1000
population by 1982-83.

With this object in view, it has been decided
to organise National Family elfare  Fortnight
throughout the country during 'the second fort-
night of October this year, We have to  make
massive and intensive efforts through ail the mass
media at the disposal of the Central and State
Governments to transform the Family Welfare Pro-
gramme into a National movement, embracing all
walks of life and all sections of soclety. Let us
on this occasion, focus public attention /on the
consequences of Population explosion; explain to
the people how the present situation threatens to
affect the well being of every family and future of
children; and secure increased acceptance of Family
Welfare methods.

As a prelude, Orientation Training Camps for
Opinion Leaders have already been taken up and
are being -onducted. These camps have proved
quite usefu! n dispelling misglvings about the pro-
gramme. In . 2 words of our Prime Minister, “The
Family Welf Programme should receive full
attention of all Departments and at all levels and
should not be left only to the functionarles of
Health and Family Welfare Departments’’.

In Tamil Nadu, more than 40,000 sterilisations

have, so far, been performed in this year, accounting

for nearly 30% of the expected level. This has been
done without any compulsion and coersion st any
fevel. May | express the hope that ~ Tamil Nadu
will continue to be in the forefront of this
National Programme and give a iead' by further
achievements? ' S
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