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COHERENCE

| OF
SRI PILLAILOKACHARYA’'S STATEMENTS

(By Sri T. Aravamudu Tatacharya, Advocate, Kallakkurichi.)

———— OO e

Draupadi-Saranagati is a well-known episode of the Mahabharata.
When the Pandavas and Kauravas gambled, the former began to lose their
stakes one after another and finally their wife, Draupadi, too. Then the
wicked Dussasana brought poor Draupadi amidst the great assembly and
tried to outrage her modesty. At that stage, she chanced to remember a
certain teaching of the great Vasistha and dccordingly she sought shelter
at the feet of L.ord Krishna (i. e. offered Saranagati or Prapatti), as a
result of which her garments began to multiply themselves, to the utter
confusion and dis-appointment of Dussasana and others. In other words,
Draupadi obtained her cherished object (of being spared her modesty) by
means of Saranagati. This fact has been mentioned by Pillai Lokachariar
in his famous Sri Vachanabhushanam (vide Chapter I, sutras 29, 32, 33 etc.)
and explained in detail by Manavalamamunigal in his inimitably lucid
commentary there-upon. Two conclusions follow from these discussions:
viz., that Draupadi’s cherished object at that time was only to have her
honour saved and that that object was secured by Saranagati.

But then, we find the same Pillai Lokachariar state in the Mumukshu-
ppadi, another popular work among his famous eighteen Rahasyas, “Veri-
ly, it was the Lord’s auspicious name that blessed Draupadi with endless
garments.” From this, it would appear that because Draupadi happened
to ntter the Lord’s names, Govinda, etc., while offering Prapatti, those
names, by themselves,; blessed her, i. e. saved her from dishonour. Now
the qustion arises as to how the same author can say that Draupadi
gained her cherished object by Saranagati, in one text, and by Nama San-
keerthana, in another. Are not the two statements mutually contradic-
tory? To speak outright, this question is silly. Let us explain ourselves by
means of an illustration. Suppose a poet says, at one time, that Rama was
horn in Kosala. and at another, that He was born in Ayodhya. -No- sane
person who knows that Kosala'is the name of a province, of which Ayod-
hya is the capital, can easily see that the above two statements are both
correct and can, by no strach of imagination, be considered mutually

1
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| contradictory. 1If a person, out of ignorance, thinks that Kosala is also
the name of a town, and consequently a different one from Ayodbya, he
may say that the above-mentioned two statements are incongruous. Saint
Na.mmalwar is variously described as belonging to Valudinadu and Kurugur.
Sa"f‘t Poygai Alwar is said to have been born in Kancheepuram and in
Thiruvehka, Thirumangai Alwar is Vari(ms]y deseribed as Ali Nadan,
Mangai Vendan and Kuraiyalali. In all such statements, ignorant people,
that do not understand the full meaning and significance of the terms
employed may complain that they are all incongruous statements and so,
need explanation. But wise people can never entertain such doubts.

: .In the same way, the two Rahasya texts in question differ in form, but not
In substance. '

Saranagati can be performed in three -ways—mentaly, orally and

physically. Some people resort to, but one of these; some others take to
gWO; ,Whﬂe yet others perform all the threr. Oral Saranagati includes Nama
Dank“taf’a' as.a part of it. Now, it is clear from the Maha Bharata that

raupadi performed Prapatti not only mentally, but also orally. So her
Nama Sankeertana is, but a form of oral Saranagnti.

toxt It may next .be asked as to why the learned author of the sacred
exts should describe the same act of Draupadi by different names in
d'lfferent works and land us in all this confusion. The reason is quite
simple. In Sri Vachana Bhushana Pillai Lokacharyar was discussing the
rSnerlts of Prapatti as such and therefore, he made mention of Dra:phadi
t}z;t.ranagatl along with oth.ers. There can be no difficulty in apprf‘cmti“g
18. In Mumukshuppadi the context was different. There, the greatness

of the Lord’s name was being extolled and it was asserted that t?m name
was greater than the Lord Himself, beecause He would not always appear
before us, especially in times of our need, whereas His name is .always at
((;Ell‘ beck and call—at the very tip of our tongue—and of course, ready to
.1xlspil our woes an.d grant onr desires. A suitable cxample was needed to
Blustrate this point, The versatile teacher noticed that Draupadi had
rf)ally uttered the~ Lord’s names while making Saranagati and that she
;)) tained her cherished object, although the Lord Himself did not dppear
efore he.r, then and there. So, it fitted his purposc vary well, to say that
Draupadi was saved by Nama Sankirtana, in the absence of the Lord Him-
self. It would have been inappropriate to mention Draupadi’s act by the
.name of Prapatti, in this connection, Therefore, it is neither necéssary
nor proper to assume that Pillai Lokacharya had in his mind anything
contrary to Saranagati, while he made the mention of Nama Sankirtana, i

SRI PILLAILOKACHARYA’S STATEMENTS .

Such statements, which appear incongruant at the outset, but
reconcile themselves upon second thought, abound in the Sastras and even
in ordinary conversations. Suppose a person says that Ravana’s Lanka
was destroyed by Hanuman; and another proclaims that Sri Rama alone
destroyed it. Need these two statements be considered antagonastic to each
other ? Certainly not. It is said, in the sacred texts that salvation can be
granted by the Lord, His Royal Consort, the spiritual guru, or even a single
verse from the Thiruvaimozhi. Surely, no learned person will dare to say
that these are mutually contradictory statements. On the other hand, cach
considered to be correet in its own way. Similarly, itis quite proper to
say that Draupadi was saved by Nama Sankirtana, Prapatti, the Lord
Himself, or even His mercy. The truth underlying all these statements is
the same; only the forms of expression differ. We heleive that Ravana was
killed. by Rama. But Mandodari, his widow, criex, Indriyani pura Jitwa
Jitam tribhwvanom twaya, Smaradbhiriva tadwa.z‘r_am indriyaireva nirjitah.
““you had conquered your senses and thus conquered the three worlds. Those
senscs, now conquered you in return, and killed you. Again she exclaims:—
Patlu.'vmthayaé tapasa noonam dogdhvsi me prabho. - “Surely, my Lord!
you have been burnt to death by the fire of chastity (of Sita). An ordinary

" man like Rama could not have killed you.” In all these places, no scholar
. has, till now, come forward with the criticism that these are incorrect,

incongruent statements. Grammarians say that the same act of cooking
might be mentioned in many ways., such as ‘Devadatta cooks’, ‘The pot
cooks’, ‘Firewood cooks’ efn., the difference in the meaning being only upon
emphasis  In the same manner it must be clearly understood that whether
we say that Draupadi gained her objective by Saranagati or Nama-Sankir-
tana, the underlying idea is the same; because the Nama-Sankitana men-
tioned here is only an aspect of Oral Prapatti and not a rival upaya by itself.
Thus the two texts in question of Pillai Lokacharya are perfectly in con.
gruity with each other. -If however, it is persisted that the Mumukshup-
padi text does not allow this interpretation, then either it or the other
text (i. e. Sri Vachanahbushanam) would have to be considered wrong, i. e.
anti-Sastraic.

Some people however maintain that there is an inherent inconsis-

.tency between the said two texts of Pillai Lokacharya and that it must be

resolved by some method or other. TFor this pnrpose they claim that
Draupadi was saved by Nama-Sankirtana only and not Prapatti. So the
Mumukshuppadi text is quite correct. Srivachanabhushana only says that
she performed Saranagati with the object of getting (endless) robes; but it
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dqes not expressly say that she got the desired object by that means. We
will explain this statement clearly, Draupadi performed Saranagati, no
dO.Ubt- But, she forgot to get the Purushakara (recommendation) of Laksh-
Inl, as ordained by the Sastrax. So, ber Prapatti was out of order. Again,
1t is clear from the Mahabharata, that while offering Saranagati she repeat-
ed many names of the Lord. Now this was tantamount to Nama-Sankir-
tana, which is proclaimed in the Sastras as a separate upaya by itself. So
much so, Draupadi adopted two means or upayas to gain her objective.
N‘OW, the Sastras proclaim that Prapatti, fails to yield results if it is mixed
W'lth other upayas. Therefore, also, Saranagati failed to secure her objec-
tive. 8o the Srivachanabhushana text must not and need not be interpret-

ed to mean that Dravpadi achicved her object by Prapatti, but only to
mean-that she desired to do 80. :

This type of argument is beset with many difficulties. It would not
be proper, in the first place, to say that Draupadi’s Saranagati was out of
Of(_iel', for want of Purushakara; because, many others [like Gajendra, have
ga}ned their objective by offering Prapatti, without Purushakara. Again,
Srivachanabhushana - lays down that the Mahabharata exemplifies the
greatness of Upaya (the Lord), because it explains how He took upon Him-
self the duties of the guru, Purushakara ete. Varavaramuni explainsi—

“The usnal practice is, that the guru imparts divine knowledge, Lakshmi -

recommends and then the sadhaka offers Prapatti, which is then accepted
by the Lord, who next proceeds to grant the sadhaka’s request. But in the
Mahabharata, this procedure is not found. The Lord has played the part
of guru and Purushakara, as well. This is His greatness.” So. to say that
Draupadi’s Saranagati went futile for want of Purushakara amounts to

nullifying this greatness of the Lord, so zealously praised by our great
Acharyas. il ’

Again the next statement, that Nama-sankirtana spoiled Prapatti
cannot be proved by any passage in the Srivachanabhushana or Maha-
bharata. . In fact, their tendency is to show that Prapatti alone saved
Draupadt. because they state that she offered Saranagati and her objective
was obtained. This can only mean that her Saranagati was fruitful. There
Is no n'ec.essity to seek the help of any out-of-the-way book in this matter.
The original work, viz , Mahabharata, the great Srivachanabhushana which
purposely deﬁfcribes this topie, and its commentary by Varavaramuni would
sufﬁc? to decide this point. These works, as already explained, pronounce
unanimously that the Saranagati in question was fruitful, Therefore, the

Mumuk.shuppadi statement must be interpreted to suit these other works;
and thls has already been done by us, above.
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We actually find, that wherever people ‘offer oral Saranagati, they
almost invariably recite some names of the Lord, as an address etc. The
verses of Saint Nammalwar (Tiruvoimoli 6-10-1t), Sri Ramanuja (Sarana-
gati-gadya) and Vibhishana (Sri Ramayana VI-I7-17) might be cited as some
glaring examples. The Dwaya-mauntra itself contains a name, and that,
twice. Can it be seriouly maintained that these names constitute a rival
upaya, nullifying Prapatti? Or, can it be maintained that Draupadi's verses
alone, are of a different nature?

Now, gentle readers! we have explained two theories—viz., that the
Srivachanabhushana and Mumukshuppadi texts are mutually incongruent
and that they are not at all so. Of these, the former theory is propounded
by Sri Karappangadu Swami, who holds that Draupadi’s Saranagati was
futile. The latter theory is held by Kanchi Swamy who has clearly explained
through many articles published in his journal “Sri Ramanujan”’, the beauty
and unassailability of his ideas and the shallowness of the opponents’ argu-
ments. The main point to be noted down here is; that Karappangadu
Swamy gave expression to his ideas not recently, but about fourteen years
ago, when he wrote an article on the subject in the Sri V,; M. Gopalakrishna-
macharya Sastiabdapurti Memorial Volume. Kanchi Swami's first article
on the subject appeared a few months ago. -In that article, he has expressly
stated that it was written. by him in answer to a question put to him
by a truth-seeker; he has not referred to Karappangadu Swami or his article’
even implicitly. It was a bonafied discussion of the subject without purposely
refuting or preving anybody’s ideas. Of course, the arguments advanc-
ed in that article, do, by their very nature, appear to refute Karappangadu
Swami's views. Neverthless it is important to bear in mind that no mention
is made of any opponent, much less of Karappangadu Swami, in that article.

Kecently we came across a pamphlet, which does not bear its author’s
name, place or date of publication and which showers very base abuses
upon Kanchi Swami. It is said to be published by the members of Karap-
pangadu Swami’s Kalakshepa goshti. If this is true, then it ought® to have
borne the signatures of at least a few leading members of that august body.
But we see no such thing  As such, issning a pamphlet, without disclosing
the identity of its author, and heaping mean abuses upon a reputed scholar
and his famous works, does not. appear'to be, to say the least, fair play. 1If
at all, it only betrays this boundless jealonsy towards him (Kanchi Swami).

In this connection I wish only to quote a few lines from a well-known
gentleman, before closing this article. ’

Sri. Rao Saheb 8. Raghava Ayyangar Swami of Theagaroyanagar,
Madras, is a_well-known, aged and much.respected gentleman. Recently, in
January, 1955, he compiled 372 essays and articles of Kanchi Swami and
published them under the title Satsampradayartha-Sara-nidhi. In his fore-
word to the book, he writes as follows:—
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“It is a well-known fact that Mahavidwan Sri Kanchi P. B. Annanga-
racharya Swami has written many books on a variety of subjects and in
nany languages. I have gone through all his works, at least those in Sans-
krit and Tamil languages, and enjoyed them heartily. Among others he has
written many books on controversial subjects, too. If he comes across any
In-correct, anti-Sastraic, or unfair statements made by others, he does not
fail to correct them, then and there, without fear or favour. Many gentle-

men have appreciated this quality of our Swami and I will now quote two
of them, by way of illustration.

Sri. S. R. S. Raghavan, New Delhi, writes:—

) “Sri P. B. Annangaracharya, as Sri Vedanta Desikar has shown
himself to be in his works like Satha Dushani, is a strong controversiahgto
But he will enter into a controversy only on important matters and again,
ouly when absolutely necessary. On such occasions he is never afraid to be
hit hard, nor does he hesitate to hit back with vigour and persistency and

;V.ith Arguments which will never fail to convince and carry_the world™ with
lim.”

Sri. D. Ramaswami Iyengar, Advocate, Madras, writes:—

. .. “Controversy had always a fascination and grip over the mind of
Sri P, B. A, Swamy.............As can be expected, the Swami’s powerful
personality has been the target for hostile and adverse criticism from

peveral quarters; and it must be said to his credit that he never felt
vanquished in any verb

any subject,

I.t is very gratifying to note that these gentlemen have given {ree
eXpression to their opinion, without any reservation. Some people do not
.1%€ controversies; but yet such books are very useful, because they bring
into light' many subtle points and elucidation on many knotty problems,
‘which can hardly be obtained elsewhere Sri P. B. A. Swami has published
many essays and books elucidating our Sri Vaishnava Sampradaya. As
these @re‘scattered among hundreds of volumes, it would not be casy for
posterity'to go through all of them. Therefore, it was suggested by certain
friends that it would be better if we have a compilation of all his important
e8says, worked out into g comprehensive volume. I also felt similarly and
0 have prepared and published this compilation”

y These then, are the words of Sri R
wise people speak of Kanchi Swami in such terms, jealous men try to
defame him by publishing nameless, vulgar pamphlets! Poor people! They

cannot ur}derstand that their base act cannot blind the eyes of the public
from having a look at the truth.

aghava Ayyangar Swami  When
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