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EDUCATIONAL REFORM.

P

Sir,—I must congradulate the Fifth Con
lerence of Madras Teacher-Managers on the
fine outspoken words both of the Chairman
of the Reception Committee and the Presi-
dent. There was a very right condemnation
of the uncalled for aspersions by the Diroe-
tor of Public Instruction on elementary sch-
ool teachers. Some time ago I wrote on
this matter expressing the hope that the
Minister of Education had duly called the
attention of the Director of Public Instru-
ction to this inexcusable discourtesy. Un-
Fortunately, however, the vory old friend-
ship between them, dating, Dr. Subbaroyan.
told a public meeting the other day, from
college days at Cambridge, mustneeds make
a correct relationship somewhat difficult
and I am much afraid lest the Minister of
Education be much more Mr. Statham than
Dr. Subbaroyan. Mr. Varkey, speaking at
"the same conference, rather iconfirms this
for he is roported to have said that a certa-
in G. O, might have been buried had it been
the work of the infterim Ministry but that
Dr. Subbaroyan had decided it should not be
buried because it was the work of the Dir-
ector of Public Instruction. Evidently at
present Directors of Public Instruction are
more important than Ministries—a strange
situation.

I must confess that the whole tone of
Mr. Varkey's speech savours of the dictato
rial, but dictatorship is in the air nowadays
snd we must expect to be dictated to. In

" any case it was effoctively offset by those
of the Chairman and president.

.1 am glad to read in doth that it is uiged
that the Minister of Education should direct
his own Miristry and that the post of Dire-
ctor of Public Instruction be abolished I en-
. tirely agree that the direction and inspecti-
cn should be reduced to an effective minim-
um and I urge that great heed be paid to
_ the President’s statement that {fraining in
gtitutions do not at present serve the purpo.
.. ge for which they were created.

We have good cause to thank Messrs, ‘

P. Viraraghavan and Venkatesa Aiyar for
giving an expert pronouncement on the edu-
cational situation. Dr. Subbaroyan could not
do better, or more eff ectively promote nati-
onal education in this Presidency, than by
taking the advice of so eminent a body of
educationists as that which met in con-
ference at St. Gabriel's High School.

I wonder, by the way, if from the wardha
Conference we shall receive bread or_stones-
the breadof fundamental principles andtheir
application, or once again that general tin-
kering Which at present seems to be all we
can got from our educational rulers in
Madras. ‘

Greorge S. Arundale.
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