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EXTRACT

> . -

Nath i—Sharmila! Now tell me true, what say these Gopis

. about Krishna ? o - |
Sharmila :—Krishna ? My lord! Krishna! the light of his

mother’s heart. the life of Gokul—? Of him I can say naught. I

have not seen him.” But I have heared my Sakhis speak of him—

indeed, thy speak of nought beside '—and his name hath acquired
a strange hold over my heart-— SR o
" Nath:—Ah ! y S _
Sharmila :—Nath !. listen to me. The gopis love their lords,
‘bit they adore Krishna. The two loves differ in kind, are entirely
separate ; and the one doth in no way interfere with the other.

¢ I see Krishna in his eyes'. "

Natli:—She loveth‘Kri.shna‘, fhen, not her lord. |
Sharmila :—Nay ! Not so.” Indeed, my lord—1 know not how

Her love for Krishna but intensifies her love for her lord, increases
her Bhakti for Krishna. I know not how this may be, yet so it is»
and that [ could swear ! A

words sound strange, and hardly to be understood—Tell me, dost

| thou believe this thou hast said 2

Sharmila:—Yea, my lord, that do I, with all my heart!
* Nath :—And yet thou lovest me ? :

tongue. . : : L.

I answered and gazed full and frank into his eyes as I said it.
Long, long he . searched my ‘soul—then as Lb} magic, his face-
cleared, his eyes beamed, he foldled me to his heart. “T believe
thee ” he said.  Though I may not Comprehenq; vet I. believe
thee—yea, even unto death and beypnd! ”. L

.

" And yet do they seem strangely allied, for one Sakhi, being teased
about her “infatuation”—(so they called it)*~for  her lord, said.

to explain this thing to thee—but this I know,. thou art wrong.

Nath :—Sharmila! Thine eyes are clear wells of truth and .
purity; and nobility and fearlessness sit upon thy brow, yet thy -

Sharmila :—Mine - eyes can tell thee that better than’ my -
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