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PLEASE 'SEND YOUR SUBSORIPTION Re 3 Fon

THE OCEAN OF WISDOM
A high class English bi-monthly magazine
Edited by the great veteran scholar

SWAMI VEDACHALAM

Master of the Sacred Order of Love, Pallavaram, &
Formerly Lecturcr in Tamil in the Madras Christian College.

This magazine is unique in kind being the only periodical in
English which acquaints the English knowing world with the
history, the religion, the philosophy and the literature of the Tamil
country, by.publishing in it not only original articles on these
subjects but also translations of some important Tamil works with
cxegetical commentaries.
Except Dr. Caldwell's great work “'The Comparative Gram-
mar of the Dravidian Languages,” and Dr. G. U. Pope’s excellent
translations of some Tamil classics, there is little in English wor-
thy of note that helps to a correct understanding of the products
of the Tamilian intellect. While even the savage races dwelling in
caves and forests that lie in the out-of-the-way corners of the world,
have bulky volumes written of their lives, customs and manners
b'y such brilliant writers as Frazer, Westermarck and others, 1t 1s
greatly to be deplored that the Tamils who had been the Afirst
civilized nation of the ancient world have no adequate represent-
ation in the historical, religious and philosophical literature in
.English. Neither in the famous Sacred Books of the East series
of 49 vols. edited by that great oriental scholar Prof. Max Mul-
ler, nor in the still later Harvard Oriental Series of 32 vols.
edited by Dr. C. R. Lanman of Harvard University, is there in-
cluded any old Tamil work either literary or religious. So deplo-
rable an absence of even eminent Tamil works in English is due
as much to the growing and unexampled selfishness of the rich
Tamils and their extreme ignorance of their own literature, as to
the poverty and illiteracy of the ordinary people and to the unlim-
ited aversion shown by the priestly classes to Tamil. If this lam-
entable state of affairs should cease to continue, if the enlightened
Tamilians should like to sécure a proper place for themselves and
"their descendants in the midst of the advancing nations of the
modern world, they must seek at once to remedy these defects
and work themselves up to get their glorious literary heritage fully
represented in English. _ ‘ |

“" " Please therefore let a little of your hard-earned money be
givén for espousing the cause of ‘Tzimil a great and the only an-
clent language still alive and makmg a correct representation of its
Iﬁ;’isn,to‘ry and literature to the x_yorld in English, singe they are being
grossly misre_presented' by oriental scholars__and since there is not
a single organ in English to plead for Tar_ml & Tamilian thought
gPl@ase_ also induce your friends to subscribe to this and oblige b
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‘sending their addresses to the editor so that he may send this by

V. P. P. and receive their subscription. :

You will also greatly further the cause by contributing articles’

to this on-the language, literature, religion, philosophy and history
of the Tamil people.

Besides many original little articles, the following appear in
the first volume serially and will form into separate treatises when
completed:-Ancient & Modern Tamil Poets, The Conception of
God as Rudra, The Saiva Siddhanta as a Philosophy of Practical
Knowledge. ,

Some of the opininns expressed by some eminent
Subscribers on receiving the 1st no. of The Ocean of Wisdom

"Mr. K. M. Chellappah, District Court, Jaffna:—*I have re-
ceived your post card, also the copy of The Ocean of Wisdom by
V. P. P. which I have duly honored. T have finished reading you'r
paper including the cover. T congratulate you on yvour noble and
bold attempt. This should have been attempted long ago. No
harm. At least vou have started it now. The subjects chosen al-
ready indicate our superiority over ail others. I have been ableto
understand the matter through English better. Several writers
merely copy what the westerners say and force on us. This ought
not to be. I am glad vour presence in the field will purify the
stuff and keep the field clean.”

Mr. R. Sabhanayakam, National Bank of India Ltd., Col-
ombo:r—“I am in receipt of the first copy of The Ocean of wis-
dom, for which please accept my grateful thanks. T shall mention
your paper to the friends who might be interested.”

Mr. A. Navaratnarajah, Office of the Divisional Superintend-
ent of Post Offices, Kandy, Ceylon:—“I am thankful that my
name is still in your records and that T am enabled to contribute
in my own little way towards a cause so worthy and admirable.”

Mr.V. Kandiah, Audit Office, Colombo:—“Thanks very much

for your kind card. Before [ could read through your magazine
it was snatched from my hands and it is still in circulation. Admit-

tedly your field is in Ceylon. Lven Indians are stunned at the

sway you hold here.” '
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