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Thg world hath its safety day after day, being
protected by Him whose charming feet are as the
lotus; whose body has the radiance of red coral;
whose raiments are crimson as the carat seed; whose
valiant long split spear open the heart of the hills
and whose hoisted standard bears the cock as His

Emblem!
—Invocation by Perun-tevanar,
Author of the Baratham.

II

~ Oh honey bee, with lovely wings and life amid soft
pollen-dust, speak not to please me, but speak the
truth and tell me, if of the many flowers ycu visit,
there be any more fragrant than the long locks of
this maiden, with close-grown teeth, with peacock-
grace and capable of much friendly intimacy?

~—Iraiyanar,

III

Wider than the Earth, higher than the Heavens
and deeper than the Ocean, is the love of the Lord
whose domain borders on the mountains where, from
the small flowers of the black-KURINCHI, the bees
build up huge honey-combs.
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