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Science, as Bertrand Russell has pointed out,
does not change human desires. It merely makes
it easier for human beings to give effect to their
desires. If their desives ave good, this added power~
of realizing them is good; if they are evil, it is
correspondingly an evil.

Now man is still in many respects the same
primitive creature, gullible, cruel, vengeful, cre-
dulous and vain as he was in Paleolithic days.
Scratch the modern man, and, as the war showed,
the, savage appears. Civilization, I repeat is only
sin deep. Now science has taken this paleolithic
savage posturing as civilized man and endowed
him with the powers of Gods, with the result that
he is within measurable distance of exterminating
himself. Give a boy an air gun and he may
shoot a sparrow or break a window, but that is
the extent of tho damage; give him a modern
Lee-Metford rifle and he becomes a public danger.
Theunoral is obyious; it is not that _mankind is
Worse than it was, merely that, if itis to escape
destruction, it has g.need to be better.
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Until our social wisdom is able to cope with our
mechanical skill, and we learn to live up to the
challenge of our new powers, the discoveries of
science will tend to oar discomfiture rather than
to our good- That they have done so in the past,
the history of the past hundred and fifty years
bears ample testimony. Again and again the
benefits which each fresh advance in applied science

might have bestowed have been cancelled by the
circumstances attending its use.

The last century, it is notorious, witnessed

man’s acquisition of power oyer natural forces.
He learned to contigl nature. Cotton was cheap,
coal Was torn from the bowels of the earth, and
one man and & machine counld turn out four times
as many shirts and vests as g hundred men with-
out machines formerly produced in twice the
time.  Yet the only Way in which men could
recover from the dust, the dirt, the stench, the
foul air, the racket and the over crowding which
cheap cotton and coal brougkht in their train, was
by retiring into the country where Nature Was
still in more or less unimpaired control over man,

with the result that those who made the monuy"

out of the powers Whlch the scientists had wom,
took care to live as far as possible from the places




338 & 6V T B o w b

[Gw 30, 1935

in which the money was made. As for the
multiplicity of underclothing, the number of
potential wearers increased almost as fast as the
machines increased the number of vests and
shirts for them to wear—they had to in those
early days, when every child was a wage-earner
from the age of five, if people Were not to starve
—with the result that men were very little better
clad than they were before.

About the same time medical sciences Wwas
making great advances in the art of maintaining
life in aged bodies, in consequence of Which we
now keep alive many old and disagreeable people
whom previous civilizations had the sense to
allow to die. It also achieved an unprecedented
skill in the art of patching up brokeu bodies; but
chemical science was meanwhile making equal
strides in the power of blowing them to pieces, so
that in the last war men could be seen employing
all the resources of medical science to piece to-
gether shattered bodies, in order that the resour-
ces of chemical science might be utilized for the
purpose of shattering them again. Since even
the best surgeon can only patch up one broken or
mutilated man at a time, while the chemist has
-enabled the gunner to blow to pieces a score at
once, the increase in man’s power of destroying
the body must pe reckoned on balance te have
outweighed any gain from his increased know-
ledge of how to patch and restore it-

We have reached a new and wider understan-
ding of the problems of insanity ; mental derange-
ment is not now considered to be a single homo-
genous malady, alike in its causes and effects, nor
are lunatics any longer regarded as incurable.
But this improvement in the treatment of the
insane is more than offset by the rapidly increa-
sing number of the insane. Modern: cience, which
is undoubtedly responsible for the better treat-

ment, is responsible no less for the; condition of °

turmoil and strain which calls for its increasing
exercise.

A hundred and twenty years ago the maniwith a,
taste for a country life whosg work lay in the city
lived five miles out and walked the distance
between his house and his office twice a day.
To-day science has so improved means of transit
that by taking a tube or a suburban electric
train he finds the radius of accessibility increa-
sed from five miles to twenty. Butin making a
distance of twenty miles possible, science has also
made it necessary; for society has shown its sense
o'f the transit advantages which science has con-
ferred by immediately extending its cities to the
extreme limits of the radius that science has
enlarged, With the result that, although a man
can travel further to find the country, the coun-
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try is proportionately further to find, As a
consequence, the country lover must now spend
as long travelling to his work as he did before;
but instead of enjoying an hour and a half of
health-giving exercise, he must burrow twice
daily like a mole in the earth, scowl behind his
paper as an alternative to meeting the opposed
scowls of those ranged in front of him, and
emerge at his journey’s end with heavy head and
shattered nerves, blinking like an owl at the
sunlight he has lost.

The modern science has solved the transport
problem by turning the home into a dormitory
and its owner into a peripatetic mole.

By the invention and perfection of contracep-
tives science has taught us how to control birth.
But instead of using our knowledge to improve
the species by grudually eliminating the unfit
and deliberatly breeding from chosen stocks the
type of citizen we require, we have allowed the
invention to depress the level of the population
by a dysgenically selective birth-rate. The idle,
the feckless, the half-witted and the dull, all
those who are too stupid to know how to apply
birth-control devices or too careless to use their
knowledge if they had it, continue to breed like
rabbits, while the more responsible members of
the population partially sterilize themselves by
their refusal to bear more children than they can
bring up in decency and comfort. Thus the
better stocks fail to keep up their numbers, while
society grows like a pyramid continually flattening
out at the top and proliferating at the base.
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