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PREFACE

“ Tamil can readily dispense with the greater part
or whole of Sanscrit, and by dispensing with it rises to
a purer and more refined style, whereas English ecannot
abandon its Latin without abandoning perspi(:uity."—

Dr. Caldwell in his *‘Comparative Grommar of the
Dravidian Languages.” 3rd edition, p. 47.

This great truth discriminatively perceived and im-
partially proclaimed by Dr. Caldw.ll the greatest Dravid-
1an philologist, concerning the richness of the Tamil lang-
uage and the poverty of the other, it is regrettable even
Tamil scholars of the land have not sufficiently recognised.
How rich, pure and elegant in words and phrases the
anciert Tamil literature had been, how simple, yet how
lovely, original, edifying and true to nature had the con-
ceptions of its poets and prose-writers shone, but to what
a poor, mixed, inelegant and low style has the language
of its modern literature fallen, and to what an artificial,
ugly, slavish, corrupted and false mode of strain the
thoughts and ideas of its authors are fettered, a slight com-
parison of the two will easily disclose- As has been truly
observed by J. A. Symonds, “The genius of a language
is the genius of the race which made it.” This significant
fact as applying to Tamil cannot be expressed so well as
in the notable words of Dr-Gilbert Slater who writes
thus: ** The very character of the Tamil language, the
perfection with which it has been developed into an organ
for precise and subtle thought, combined with the fact that
it represents a much earlier stage in the. evgﬂution of in-
flexional language than any Indo-Germanic tongue, sug-
gests, though of course it does not prove, the priority of
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the Dravidians in attaining settled order and regular gov-
ernment.”* Though Dr.Slater, in claiming ‘“a greater
antiquity for Dravidian than for Aryan civilisation,” only
suggests, from a correct understanding of the perfret’-‘t
structure of Tamil, the fact that the Tamilians had attained
to a settled order of Society and government long before
the Aryan people settled into order, yet an attentive study
of the very ancient Tamil work the Tholkappiam and such
old Tamil classics as the Pathuppattu, the Purananuru
and others will afford proofs indisputable for substantiat-
ing what the learned doctor has hinted above.

As the primary function of language is to facilitate
the communication of ideas among a people by means of
sounds commonly recognised by them, as the growth of
civilisation among them can increase only in proportion as
they imbibe the thoughts and ideas of their own intelligent
men and make them the guiding principle of lifes and as
this intermingling of thoughts and ideas cannot take place
but through their own recognised, connected. significant
sounds called their mother tongue, it had become absol-
utely necessary for them to preserve their language from
constant change and decay and make its usage pure an
stable. It is only in the midst of peoples who thus advance
in civilisation that the necessity of keeping their tongue
pure, undefiled and fixed is deeply felt. Others who take
no effort at all to better their condition but are content
with the mere satisfaction of their animal appetites, care so
little to stamp the usage of their speech that in a round of
ten or twenty years a new language comes to life among
them and in another round it dies away. After quoting
many instances to show how languages, like mushroon_l?-
rise and perish rapidly among savages, the great and dis-

* The Dravidian Element in Indian Culiure, p. 70.
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