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IN RAINY SEASON: TFORTY (STANZAS)
BY

KANNAN KUTHTHANAR

Being forty poems dealing with the emotions of
lovers parted and expecting to meet each other
with the fall of rains and the cessation of wars.
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THE MAID SPEAKS TO HER MISTRESS.

“ When like the garland on the chest of Vishnu, the
Lord coloured as the dashing waves of ocean, lies the
Rainbow in the sky and the sweet showers fall, I shall
come” so said our lord. Now that the skies are dark
and pour down rain, will he not come? (1)
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Sunshine growing less, the showers growing plentiful,
and the length of the forest yielding its wealth of
flowers, O wearer of the bent ear-ornament, the
beautiful sky lightens with the message of his instant
coming! (2)
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The striped flower of the Padri is fading; hailstones
are rolling on the soft sand in the cool forest cut through
by storms; and the thunder-cloud is pouring its showers
since yesterday to pain one poor solitary woman. (8)
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The peacocks are lovely as women that dance; the
forests are aglow with the Cassia bloom; the singing
beetles blow music through the flowers; O thou, with

’ shoulders like the bamboo, this season shall bring balm
to thy love-longing. (4)
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O thou, with arrow-like sharp eyes, that have fed on
collyrium, here are forests with scarlet insects like
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corals iscattered. Sure he will return now who fearing
derision fared forth to seek a fortune. (5)
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The frightful thunder-cloud roars to those on a long
journey “Tarry no longer”; therefore, Oh thou, with
large eyes, like the split tender mango, grieve not, look-
ing at my arms grown too thin even to wear golden

bracelets. (6)
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Like the ever-tended, never forgotten sacrificial fire,
the lightning flashes everywhere and rain falls;
therefore O weary one, he will soon come back to thee
who went forth to seek a fortune to help friends, to fight
enemies and to maintain his self-respect. (7)
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O most feminine of women, the collyrium-dark
flowers of the Kaya filling the forests, declare the return
of him who left you, seeking a fortune to establish his
fame on earth. (8)

sqydfilon e waiCurp 4sser srisCsp

Qpflaenss ypper Ggrer P—auflalon

parans 19pULLS LPEETT QT D

@@ Qerp UMy (P S ()



th. & GahzBpd Gacvad

The eye-like flowers of the black vilai and the red
flame-like flowers of the thonri have blossomed, indicat-
ing with many sweet words the return of him, whose
departure made the striped bangles siip down the slender
forearm. 9
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Oh my companion, taking the thunder to be the
growl of the bull of heaven, the sturdy buffalo enraged
opposes itself to it; The car of the lord drawn by
fast-running steeds comes sounding like a forest-river to
make thy body regain its lustre. (10)
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