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OURSELVES.

The primary object of this Journal isto keep teachers
enzaged in Elementarr Education informed of educational
principles and methods, in sofar as thess are coacerned with
the first phass of education. and as they undergo fresh orien-
tations and modifications Genarally speakinz an Elementary
School teacher in India is a neglected factor, if not a desoised
trifle, although it is he that performs the primary task of gui-
ding the conduct and moulding the character of children in the
formative period of their careers In all civilised countries
where there subsists a live relationship between the Governed
and the governing or where both are the same it is recognised
that =len entary education is a nation-building momentum and
that the general character of the people depends very much
on the way elementary educstion is handled. 'n India. hew-
ever, itis a different story. Indeed the atteni:rs at the beck
and call of the suverior officials are better remunerated than
the elementary school teachers.

In days of vore, in India, every village was a self
sufficient—more or less=and self-reliant republic wherein the
school master engaged a unique position of privileye, resnec-
ted and patronised by the whole villagze. He wasnot a jaded
pedagague but a great moral force: He not only imyarted irs
truction to his pupils in the three R’s. but wasin all concei-
vable ways. their true {riend, guide and philosonher. ln course
of time the village Jostits individuality and merced intoa
gensral’chaos of masas life under muslim rule: also the villages,
continued to maintain their individuality and vigour; but during
the transition between the muslim Sovereignty and the British
Cuzeranity, it was all chaos, and as the British power permeated
more and more and the Government become more and more
centralised, the villages sunk into the welter of a renascent
nationalism. This process might have been to the good of the
peovle had the Government-been their own. This being not
8~, the loss of individuality entailed on the villages has para-
lysed all wholesome activities of the peaople, On this account
education has suffered most,
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The ace-long educational traditinns of fndlia are not
quite dead. They have been preserved by privatesch ools as
well as they canin chanring circumstan<es. '

The private schools have receivad soms statz supnort,
though this is hardly comma=nsurate with the valiz and impor-
tance of the work done thersin. But for the private agency the
progress of elemsntary education: such as it has been could
not have besn even as much as it has be=sn- The policy of the
state should be ther=fore to utilise tha private agsncy more an
more for spreading education instead of discouraging it with
paltry grants and inspectoral ingui-itions. Schos!s conducted
by public agencies can never be as efficient as those conlue-
ted by private agencies, becauss in the former category of
schaols there is no direct relationship bstween the teachers

and parents and the teachers are mnaturally pcoasz to shirk their |

responsibility towar s parents, whereas the schals conducted
by private agencies owe their very existencs to the goodwill
sympathy and sunvort of the parants,” Bzsides more often than
not, schosls conducted by public agsncies are ant to be used
as pawns in the political game and as engines of partv vropae
ganda at timzs of elections, while schools managed bv the
private agencies are qu'te frea from such coataminating influ-
ences.

This Journa! will ganerally stand for the interests of
aidad schools. uphold their couse. and dsfend their integritv
from bzing assailed by nostrums like the Champion schems= of
amalgamation con3dlidition anl concentration. 1t will not
oppose measures emanating from the Government simoly he-
cause they thus orzinate: it will view them and adjudicate upon
their merits, if it feals that the Governmant are persuing the
the proper policy. it wil’ offer its ungrudzing suoport there to:
however if it comes to the conclusion that the Government are
pursuing a course that miy lgaltr undesirable consequences
and avoidabla camolications it will offer its constructive criti~
cism in restrainad and sober, measured and diznified Iangaage
that appeals to reason without rubbinz the butt of criticism in
the wronz placs. lts attitudz towards the Chamnion Scheme
is typical of the policy indicate] absve 1t subscribzs asen-
thusiastically as tha illustcisus author of the schem: to the twin |
principles of efficignzv and ecanony. for no one ontside bed-
lam will take excention to thesa. [tis no doubt desirable that
wastage should ba avoided; butin our zeal for economv we
cannot stultify -ourselves. The position is rather bewildering. *
Real efficiency cannot be secured if meticulous regard is paid
to economy: and to thrrw econamy to the winds would be redi-

culous folly: greater utilisation of aidmls is the rational

via media available. 7 '
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CHAMPION SCHEME; __

“

——-]

The attitude of the Grvarnment towards aided Elemen-
tary schools is chanzing as often as the colour of the cameleon.
Instrad of strentthening the aided azency sy as to make it
the leaven of elementary education, the Goverpment are oftan
led into making exn~eriments that are calculated to criople the
Aided schaols. Thz schems adumbrated by Mr. Champion
ia one such exneriment fraught with dire conseqaences to Aided
Elementsry Schonsls. 1t aims at efficiency and economy by
means of amalgamatibn. conolidation and concentration of the
existing schools.

_ As things stand at present, the educational needs of
children in the tural areas are satistied by a large number of
snall achaols, wharein what is called plural-class teachingis
generally nravalent, that is one teacher handles more than one
class. Thic in Mr. Chamnions view, caus2s inefficiency aad
wastage. To securs both efficiency and econamy, a teacher

. must handle only one class, and each class must have the mini-

mum strength of 30 punils. Starting with these criteria, Mr.
Cham»ion suggests thal rural areas should be divided into
achool units each with a radins of 612 mile anl possessinz a
large central school with full class2s of 30 pupi's rach with a
semarate teachar for each class; the central school shall be that
which is so by virtue of its location within the unit of school
area anl the other schools within the area shall be mere
feeders. :

On vaper Mr. Champion’s Scheme seems well conceived
and well drawa: but it bristles with many difficultics when it is
brouzht to nracticat apolication, 1n the lirst place, each schonl
in the rural area sunnlies some peculiar local need. People
in the locality would prefer itto a central school, however
defective it (the former) mav be from Mr. Champion’s view-
po’ntz and so Mr. Champion would leave such schools untouth-
el by his schema. Hehasto exclude from his scheme a'so

othe Muhammedan schaols. and then there is the difficulty of
combininz the schools intendad for the depressed clazses with
those meant for the caste=Hindu puvils. Such forced combi-
nation, as exverience indicatesis bound to lead t» bovcot by
on= party or the other Asfor the schools meant for girls, the
scheme leaves out such of them as are intended for Muslim
girls who ohsarve fgosha’ and cannot therefore be huddled into
central achools. Co-education is favoured as rcgards the other
girls where pubtic opinion is not strongly against it, and where
it is pronouncedly unfavourable, separate sections are to be
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opened in the central schools. Thus watersd down, the Scheme
is capable of application only in such areas where the aforesaid
difficulties are non-existent.

~ We are concerned with the fate of the aided Schools
{vis a vis) the Champion scheme whils the author would leave
itto the management of an aided School whether or notit
would amalzamate with the central Schoo!, the educationa

authorities of the Governmeant would appear ta be bent unon
forcing the scheme down the throats of the managers of aided
schaola: several such managers have b=en visited with peromp-
toty communications naot inviting suggestions but off=ring prac-
tical schemes of amalgamation. The managaers of aided schools
are generally at the beck and call of the Inspecting officers
and dread the consequences of not complying with their de~
mands. Ineffect, therefore, the managers are intimidated into
aecepting the scheme. This is most undesirable. '

The views of the Director of Public Instruction as re-

gards the Champion scheme are note worthy. “The Director of

Public lnatruction” writes Practical in The South Indian Teacher
seems, however to have been in frequent correspondence with
the. Government on this subject and submitted a special report
also. In that special revort he has brought to the notice of
Government certain difficulties in the wav of introducing the
scheme as formulated by Mr. Champnian. He has also observed
that the lukewarmness of the lscal bodies in the matter might
be due to the aoprehe nsion tha* they will lose the subsidies
sanetioned for the scho‘fs t3 be amalgamated. He has ther-
fore recommended that local badizs might be allowed to keep
the savings to themssives and utilise them for edu-ational pur-
poses, Government have however expressed their inability to
pass a general order of this kind in the absence of information
as to the financial effects of the adoption by all local bodies of
a scheme of consolidation and covcentration of schools; what ia
exacély behind the mind of Government ig not easily under-
stood.

No scheme is gaing to involve additional exp:nditure’
from the provincial funds for the maintenance of schools. Again
they say that each case will be decided on its merits but the
previous sentence in the order indicates that the schemes of all
focal bodies in the Presidency wust be considered together
that the full financial effects of the schama may be ascer-
tained. Thus no scheme can mature and will be ready for
m.iop‘;ion unti! all the schemes have been received and. seruti-
nised. . R
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“Among the difficulties pointed out by the Director are
the option given to private schools to continue if they do not
agree to amalgamation, the lack of iaterest and enthusi.asm on
the part of local bodies to initiate schemes of concentration and
the slowness with which local bodies and District educational
councils generally deal with such schemes. He has therefors
suggested that all classes of schools should be included for
purposes of amalgamation: that schemes should be orepared by
the officersof the Education Department and forwarded to
local bodies and District Educational councils should b@t re-
quired to send them to him for apnroval withina presctibed
time, Government, while generally accepting his suggestions
have stated that in view of possible opposition from some guar-
ters. only the maximum amalgamation vossible undar the
circumstances should be aimed at and that the schemes them-
selves should be forwarded to Government ot final orders,
They have prescribed a time limit of two months for the Ins-
pecting officers and four months for local bodies a:.;r! Diatrict
Educational councils scrutiny and transmission. This modified
scheme which has come to be styled as Champion-cum. ‘Reddi
scheme. is it will be readilv conceded. much more drastic and
impracticable than its original and itis therefore no wonder
that it has created a storm in the educational world” :

, The attitude of the managers of aided schools must be
clearly stated, They arc not opposed to efficiency and eco«
nomy: not are they opposed to the amalgamation, consolidation
and concentration of the existing schoosls, if by this process both
efficiency and aconomy can be secured. 1t is their considered

" view that the Champion scheme, far from securing the twin

obiects of efficiency and econ>my is calculated to disable the
aided agency and thereby to retard educational prozress. The
scheme is fundamentally incompatible with the main obiective
of the Government namely, Universal education. The Provin-
cial Teacher-managers' association has urgsd the desirability
of making experiments with the scheme in certain localities
and on finding such experiments successful, qroceedmg apace.
This is a sane course and we support it heartily,

LTRSS

ELY. ECUCATION AND STATE AID

{By Mr. R. Swaminatha Aiyar.)
1t is said that the school is the nursery of a nation, that
childrea form the most valuable assstot a state and that the
civilizatian of a country should bs julgs1 by ths care ani atten-
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tion bestowed upaon the unbrinziny of its children. 1t behoves
every State therefore to doits utmast to educate its children
well an 1 thus ensure the we'lbsinz'of its subjects and any lesiti-
mate expanditure to be incurred in this connection must bes un-
grudgingly allowed,

To declare policies and issus directions but to stint the
necezsary expenditure is by n> mz2ans reassuring. It is pro-
claime 1 that elucation is preminantly a nation-building activity
and all exnenditure of it must b= deam=1 an invastmz=n* of high

national importance and would ensure inthe fulness of tima

an adequate return in the shape of national unlift and efficiency

In all administrations, public or oarivate Education does not

seam to receive tha treatmsznt it deserves, while other itams of
distinetly less impartance are said tg recesive more than their
lezitimate share of public attention, The illiberal treatment
accorded to education it is said makea the svetem, effect and
leads to disaopointing results. The disaonointad puhlic lonk
for the cause of the failure inthe wrong quarfer and lay the
blame upon the devoted head of the poor teacher.

How the Railure Arises,

In 1930-31 British India snent on Education ahout 6 per
cent of its aggregat~ revenue. Raroda has been snendine during
the last four years from 35 to 29 ner cent of its tota! land rave-
nue on Education, It may be observed bv the wav that the
British 1ndian Expaniiture in 19373-3[ on military services was
ahout 25 per cent of its total revenus while its education expen-
diture was. as has been stated only 6 per cent.

For a population of 97 millions the United States of

America is said 1o have expendad tn 1913 somethins like 240
crores of rupees on education whereas the British ndian expen-
diture for the vear se=ms to have bean abamt 8 crares for its
population of abiut:225 millions, On the scale of the Unitad
States the Indian expen liture should hava be2n absut 670 cro-
res; Where are 630 crores and where 8?

The Goverament of India Publication “India in 1931-32,
devotes about a pag= and a quarter to univarsity education and
disposes of Primary Education in a few [ines, pleadinz want
of funds to carry outthe proposals before them for improve-

ment involviny additional exozpditure. Tha Report on Pro- -

gress of Education in Madras Presidency for 1932-33 speaks to

a noticeable falling off in the namber of aided Elamentary -

Day and Night Schoals and the pusils attending them. Part tims
and Teacher-Manager schosls have likewisa sulfered consida-
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rable diminugtion both in number and strentth. The same RF'
nort shows a decrease from the previous vear of Ra. 112258 in
Provincial contribution towaris ths cost of Elemzntary Schools
for Indian boys and girls.

The Plight of aidel Schools.

Tha renort is that thera hag haen abhont 20 ner cant cut in
the subsidies and the District Educational Councile are at a loce
to see how and in what nranortiona the ass2ssed grants shonld
he ratrenchad. 1f as is said. there has baen a cut of 27 nar cent
in the subsidies, the elemantary schonls mnst necessarily suffer
at least a 20 per cent cat in their orante with the inevitable re-
sult of the teachers being paid distinctly 2V par cent [ass, The
teachars are nona ton handsomely paids their annual salaries
seldom excaeding Rs 130, 1 out of thia nittance 20 per cent
is deducted what would remain? Would it he enough for the
ponr teacher to keen hodv and snul together? How could he
maintain a familv if he had on=? The oond government that
sympathised with its emnlovees so much as to arrange to res-
tora the cut of 10 ner cant in their salaries has allowed retrench-
ment in the subsidies to aided alementary schools which would-
1nad to a cut nf not lesa than 29 par cent in the salaries of the
taachars. who aftar all ares not havinz even a living wasme.
“Hone sprines eternal in the human breast’” and the poor tea-
chers must he honino for hetter davs for them and their famme:g
to have a ful! meal. Conld they in these circumstances do their
schoslwerk whaleheartedly?

What is Expected of Them,

The Fdurational authorities expect of them ahsolute
efficiency and thorough systematic work so asto make the
most loyal euhiacts and the most enlightened citizens of the
children in their charze. Failure to meet this requirement mav
end in their dismiseal ar in the closine down of their achonls
The latat Madras Public Instruction Renort sneaks of th= abo-
Tition ~f 1.716 ill-working nart-time and night schools and 90
ill-working girls schools.  Fificiency and reasonable economy
are of course essential and must be secured anyhow, F}ut
abolitinn of schaols doag nat seem to be the right way of achie-
ving the end aimed at. What is amis: must be set r?qht.b}' re-
peated looking into and careful counselling. Abolition is most
undesir-ble. when literacy is so low in the countrv and sch-ols
are needed in ever so many place.s 1t should be thought of
mly when all other maans to rectify matters fail. _

Nsithar are th: demanis of tha parants and guafdxan;
f 3-haol ehildren and thz geasral pub'ic less exacting in res-



8

pect of the teacher. He should demonstrate in himself all
conceivable virtuss and serve as friend, philosopher and guide
to all about him. Hezis expected to treat his school as a tem.
ple and give of his best to the children in his keeping. He has
uot merely to get his pupils to quality for a footing in life but to
make paragons of them, He is expected to start or participate
in all activilies calculated to promote social harmony and uplift.

All this and more is expected of a ten or fifte=n rupee
man who is in perpetual dread of a heavy cut in his wage and
can never feet eaay of heart to give undivided attention to the
task before him. 1f the work he "shaws falls short of the ideal,
who is to blame? 1s he not helping the State in training up its
future citizens? As such is he not a State'emplovee? Does it
not behove the state to see that his wage is subject to no cut and
he is kept above want?. Again, what does the Society, for which
he toils and whose children he brings up. do to him? How does
it make life easy to him? In what way doses it recompense his
efforis in the peonle‘s cause? What again do the parents and
guardians of school-children do to require the tzachers good
services, beyoni paying the tuition fee? Do they realise at all
how much the teachsrs lighiten their own responsibility in res-
pect of their children and what a desp debt of obligation they
are under? ' o

Suggqestions.

Thé situation is not beyond mending. Thoss concerned
must look absut in increased symoathy, 1n fact the authorities
seem to have anpsintad a committes to look into the quas’ion
of Elementary Education, but all proposals involvinz additional
expenditute are held over, it is said, owin~ to financial string-
ency. One would be surprised that the Government with its
solicitude for national prozress and efficien~y and its enormous
waalth of resources should plead want of fundsto finance this
all-imnortant nation-building activity. Where there is a will
there is a wav. The State expenditure on e lucation has heen
said to be only about a sixteenth part of its revenue. Would
it not be possible for the Goveramaat to find for it some litile
additional funds by cutting down a bit the varieus other items
of its expenditure? Having provided the additional funds re-
quired, the authorities should earmark a good proportion of
them for expenditure on teaching grant.

From tha latest Report of Public Instruction in Madras,
1t is seen that the averags cost of elemantary educatisn of aa
1ndianis Rs. 12.12-9in a Governmznt School, Rs10-3-0ina
32ard school an1Rs.6-12-0 in an aided school. (to be continued)
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HARIDASAR’S FAMOUS
SIDDHA REMEDIES.

1 KUKWA for WHOOPING COUGH: All foreign
& lndian remedies except Haridasar’s Kuk-
wa (Registered) found defective: gives repid
relief & cure. Rs. 1 O O

2- CHLORO-SALINOL ths great Hari Dazar’s
Cholera Drops has never failed: 39 years
tried & fined to give cent per cent.results in
Cholera, Diarrhoea, Colic pain ote- Rs,1-—4
For dispensaries 4 oz bots 3. 4 post oxtra.

3. ENNA OIL The brain cooling Bathing Oil for
the summer: cures all kinds of cyo diseasa:
good for teachers & students. Rs. 1 4 ()
Postage extra.

‘4 NEURAL OlL Wonderful Bathing Oil for cu:-
ing Head Ache of all kinds, capecially i
students & teachers, Rs: 1 4 ()
Postage extra.

CATALOGUE FREE.

Only to Teachers & Vaidyars a reduction of R !

for every five rupees will be made, on -orders for
Rs 5. & over.

My special Treatment for DIJABETES & ASTHMA.

for other medicines write for paticulars o
Dr. H-‘ Devadoss pa., .1, MTs6.,
 Siddha Physician,
DASARPURAM, TINNANURR.5.
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