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Of all the activities culture pursues in its effort to
deepen our awareness of the multifarious magic of
life, the one which ought most profoundly to influence
us in the direction of humility is the reading of books.
when one thinks what one owes $o hooks, when one
discovers again and again the extriordiniry illumina-
tions that have come to us from reading hooks,
one’s pride in one's own originality {irds itself forced

back to the honest, primordial ground where it hag

alone a right to expand and expatiate, the ground,
namely, that we are whab we are, different, peculiar;
unique, but not superior to anyone.
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