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What is “ The Way of the Ifast”? What were
the great guiding principles which the men of ancient
times, in India and in Lanka, followed first of all in
secking the golutions to their problems ?

Ere we try to answer this question, let us note one
thing, The Fast has always placed much emphasis
on the importance of the conduct of individuals in
determining the course of events for au Nation, the
West is swayed to a greater extent by material con-
ditions, events and the details of outward hanpenings.
The truth of this can be seen hy a glance at the life-
histories of a few of the great men of East and West.
Let us take, at random, two from the past and two
from the present. Think of the two conquerors,
Ashoka the Great and Napoleon the Greut. Ashoka’s
achievements were the outcome of religio-us convie-
tion. His whole career was bagsed on the idea of what
he felt to be his duty to humanity. Napoleon, great
as he was, was veh an opportunist, one who took
advantage of events rather than one who guided them
hy the force of his character. It is true that there
ara exceptions. In the East, opportunists have arisen.
Yet the greatest Heroes of the East are not such men.
They are rather the men who shaped events by the
force of an idea that possessed them, an idea not of
golf-aggrandisement (for that arouses but little real

gupport anywhere, least of all in the East), but an

idea of Service, of Duty.

Contrast, in modern times, men like Lloyd George
with men like Rabindranath Tagore. Doubtless,
Mr. Lloyd George is an able man, an exceptionally
clever man, a mau of imagination, as nearly all out-
gtanding men are. Yethe is not trusted by his own
colleagues, for no one knows what he will do next.
He is a man who shapes his poliey according to
circumstances, rather than one who endeavors to
bend circumstances in accordance with principles, by

force of will. But Rabindranath Tagore has risen to

his position of influence by sheer force of character,
by the power of ideals, by reason of his own personal
example a8 an embodiment of those ideals.

This, verily, ie the way of the East. TI¢is the
way of personal example rather than that of opportu-

. nism, the way of Dharma rather than that of. .
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Its principles are best summed up in this very
word Dharma. In India, this word means Function.
It is often translated Duty. It comes to mean
- practically the laws of life according to which an
individual, ora body of individuals, can find their
greatest happiness and efficiency. It is with this
great principle in view that we of the East must face
our problems. Hitherto the prineiple of the West,
competition, material aggrandisement, has miserably
failed to bring happiness to mankind, The message
of the East, a message full of hope, is that we should
try for a solution along other lines, with the idea of
Dharma as our guiding prineiple.

What does this imply ? Firat of all, it implies a
‘racognition by each one of us of what Dharma means,
.and an earnest endeavour to discover and to live our
own individual Dharma. It means the recognition
‘that each man is a unit, a parb of ‘the National and
‘the Human Whole, not an isolated individual whose
interests are different from those of the rest. What
injures one, injures all. By one man's degradation,
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the whole human race is degraded ; by one man’s
achievement, the whole human race benefits. Have
we not read, indeed, that when the Lord Buddha
attained to Enlightenment, the first of our humanity
to achieve this. the whole universe rejoiced, sharing
the supreme Joy of His Triumphant Achievement ?

And there are ideals of which it is nseless to speak
in connection with political and soeial and reli-
gious affairs unless we make their practice a matter
of our own daily lives, We shall never have
a State whose policy is based on Universal Bro-
therhood, until we have citizens who practise
“ Maitri ” (compassion) in their daily lives. From
among the citizens must ultimately come the rulers.
If we live compassionately now, in all things, we
may hope to be governed and to be able to govern
others according to principles of Compassion, in the
days to come.
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An anthentic history of Jaffna based
on archeological, Epigraphic and Lin-
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¢ Cssuwi, @ruses, eprrsn, wmésn, § NATIONAL

¢ 55 sinip Qeastns QanBiuSe ¢ { INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED.

¢ aBadr SrdsHousm ¢ Head Office :

¢ 35 grmaa CEX an LTS ads a6 ¢ | NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,

) ¢ 7, Council House Street, Calcutta.
veddGs s earassus@ss@seerw Gowmswﬁuj? Paiiags

/ B 58ar pasr . @va_&s & W BB Y60 BIBGT (0560’,’_’9' New Business  Completed

058 agesiasia) ouCuifss @m@m@,m‘ During 1939 ... Rs. 1,55,66,720

¢ LTEBWEmG HLGS QQJE@@U"EW mﬁm@w ; Out of a husiness of Rs. 1,96,70,000

’ Lidow e uQurk s mé Gowgag Y0 ”4@&6” ‘ received in proposals.

' 82 wrgherserm®u Ol 1-65 @ 1 'Z( for the policyholder

s 5 Cddiser 0 ' % from an investment

I . A voint of view.

¢ @ou! %')@H”"r’_@w Sl ' i Life Assurance is security-

’ 8 AE 3 rﬁ‘&nf,n @ma&gn?ﬁ\)mm, ‘X for the polieyholder

‘ 26, Irn Qay, wasren. / i and after him for his

4 “,‘”‘«_ ‘\‘_“,“_‘,‘,‘““e & ( wife and children.

o X( Claims paid over Rs. 1,00,00,000

Total Assets exceed Rs. 1,90,00,000
For Terms & Conditions apply to:—

3 )( T. ANANTACHARI,

):( Branch Secratary,

2113, Armenian Street,
Ma.dras

R. G. DAS & Co.,
Managers.

OR

FIRE & ACCIDENT RISKS
covered by

NATIONAL FIRE
IGENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY Ltd.,

7, Council House Street, Calcutta.

For Terms & Conditions apply to:—
T. ANANTACHARI,
Branch Secreta.ry.

X
X
X

R. G. DAS & Co.,

e T S TR T SIS Oy OIS YU RO OO,

OR _
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