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It is never really the past—the true nast—that
enslaves us; it is always the present. It is not tho
conventionslof the seventeenth or eighteenth century
that now muke men conventional. It is the conven-
tions of  ‘our own age; what one always needs for
freedom is somne® gort of escape from tho thing that
now holds him. A fan who is tha slave of theories
must get outside them and see facte; a man who is
the slave: of his own desires and prejudices must
widen the range of his experience and imagination.
But the thing that enslaves us most, narrows the
range of our thought, cramps our oapacities, and
lowers our standards is the mere Preseni—the present
that is all round us, accapted and tmken_ for granted,
a8 we in London accept the grit in the air and the
dirt on our hands and faces. The material present,
the thing that is omnipotent over us, not because it
i8 either good or evil, but just becauss it happens to
be here, is the great jailer and imprisoner of man's
mind ; and the only true method of escape from him
is the contemplation of things that are not pressnt.
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*“ If any one thinks my word, ‘* brotherhood "' too
strong in the present state of Europe, I would remind
him of the relationship between Cain and Ahel "
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“ If we fret and argue and fight one another now,
it is mainly becauss we are so much under the power
of the enemy. The enemy -has no definite name,
though in a certain degres we all know him. Ie who
puts always the hody hefore the spirit, the dead
before the living; who makes things only in order to
soll them ; who has forgotten that thereis such a
thing as truth, and measures by advertisement or
money ; who daily defiles the boauty that surrounds
him and makes vulgar the tragedy; whose innermost
religion is the worship of the Lie in his Soul. The
philistine, the vulgarian, the great sophist, the passer
of base coin for true, he is all about us, and, worse,
he has his outposts inside us, persecuting our peace,
spoiling our sight, confusing our values, making a
man's self greater than the race and the present thing
more important than the eternal,”
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ANCIENT JAFFNA

Mudaliar C. Rasanayagam c. C. S.
An anthentic history of Jaffna based
on archeological, Epigraphic and Lin-
guistic researches.
Re. 5 8 0 Postage extra.

KALANILAYAM

Vellala Street, Purasawalkam, Madras.
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