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Female Characters.

In Shakeseare you will me.t them (x troop of
sweet and timid figures, pre-eminently tendor-he irted,
the most grae-ful and loveworthy whom it has heen
given to man t1 deiet) in Mirands, Juliet, Desde~
mona, Virgilia, Ophclia, Cordelia, Imogen, hut they
abound also in the others ; and it is a characteristic
of the race to have furnished them, as it is of the
drama to have represcnted them. By asingular coin-
cidence, the women are more of women, the men more
of men, here than elsewhere. The two natures go
each to ita extreme : in the one to holdness, the
spirit of enterprise nnd resist unce, the warlike, impe-
rious, and unpolishcd charaeter ; in the other to
sweetness, devoti n. paticnce, inextinguishable affec-
tion—a thirg unknown in distant lands, in Frano: es= .
pecially so: [Hence the happiness and strength’of
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the marrisge tie in Fngland ; while in France it i but
the association of two comrades, tolerably alike and
tolorably equal, which gives rise to endless disturb-
ance and bickoring]. A wo'nan in England gives her-
sslf withont drawing back, and vlaces hor glory and
duty in ohedienae, firgiveness, adoration, wishing and
professing ouly to he melted and absorbed daily
deaper and desper in him whom she has fresly and
ferever shosen |. It is this, an old Germun instinet
which these great painturs of instinet  diffuse here,
one and all : Panthua, Dorothen in Ford and Greme s
Bianea, Ordalls, Arethusa, Julisna, Fuphrusia, Amo-
ref, and otherg, in Beaumont and Fletchor :  there
are o scure of them who, under tho severest tusts and
-the strongest tomptations, display this wonderful
power of sslf~abandonment and devotion. The soul,
in thisracs, is at once primitive and serious. Women
koep their purity longer than e'sewhere. They lose
respeet less quickly 3 weigh worth and character less
suddenly : they are less apt to think evil, and to
take the measure of their hushands. To this day a
great lady, accustomed to company, biushes in the
presence of an unknown man, and fecls bashful like a
little girl ; the blue eyes are dropped, und u child-
like shame flies to her rosy che:ks. English women
have not the smartness, the boldness of ideas, the
agsurance of bearing, the precocity with which the
French make of a young girl in six months, & women
of intri ue aud the quesn of a drawing-room. Domes-
tie life and obediance are more easy to them. More-
pliant and :more s:dentary, they are at the same time
more ¢oncentrated and introspective and more dis-
" posed %o follow the noble dream called duty which is
hardly generated in mankind but by the silence of

the senses. They are tempted by the voluptuous
sweetness which in southern countries is breathei out:
in the climate, in the sky, in the general spectacle of
things, which dissolves every ohstacle, which causes
privation to be looked upon as a snare and virtue as a
theory. They can rest content with dull sensations,
and dispense with excitements, endure weariness; and
in this monotony of & regulated existence fall back
upon themselves, ohey a pure idea, employ all the
strength of their hearts in maintaining their moral
dignity. Thus supported by innocence and conscience
they introduce into love a profound and upright
gentiment, abjure coguetry, vanity =and flirtation ;
they do not lie or simper. When they love they
. are not tasting a forhidden fruit, but are binding them-
selves for theic whole life. Thus understood, love
becomes almost a holy thing; the spectator no longer
. wishes to be spiteful or fio jest ; women do not think
of their own happiness, bub of that of the loved ones;
they aim not at pleasure but at devotion.

{ See the representation of this character throughout English
and German literature, Stendhal, an acute ob-erver saturated
with Italian and French morals and ideas, is astonished at this
phenomenon, e understands nothing of this kind of devotion,
* this slavery which English husbands have had the wit to im-
pose on their wives under the namse of duty.”
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Cross - Word

Puzzle No 1.

: Result
The following persons have sent correct solutions :—
- 8. Balakrishnan, Kombay; R. Thirumalai Jackish, Kombay; A Suruliandy, Kombay; K. Alla

Pichai ; Kombay; C. M. Namasivayam, Kombay; T. V. Srinivasan, Namagiripet; A. K. Velu Pillaj Ocylon; V. N.-

Ramaswami Aiyangar, Sankari; Muthu K. M. M. Arunachalam Chettiar, Devakottah; V, Muthukumamgwﬂmi
Ohettiar, Madras; A Ramu Pillai, Colombo; A. K. Chengalvaraya Chettiar, Madras; V. T. R,

Aiyar, Trichengodu; U. R. Sarangapani, Udumslpet, U. N. Alagirswami Naidu, Udumalpet; U, v. °
Rajalakshmi, Udumalpet: U. S. Nurayaua Aiyar, Udumalpet, S. M. Yasodai Ammal, Udnmn.lpe’ . K.
Ramalingam Chettiar, Paoruti. O. B. Ramsn Nuir, Madras. :

Prize Winner :—C. M. Namasivayam, Kombay.
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