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But while I propose to apply the philosophy of
Theosophy to the elucidation of the nature of Beauty
and its expression in the Arts, I propose to do 8o in
the order of the spectrum projected by the prism of
a poem of eight lines by Dr. Robert Bridges, the pre-
sent English Pozt-Laureate. In doing so I shall but
follow the immemorial commentary habit of the East,
and at the same time I trust that the subject may
prove provooative of thought to the West, The lines
are:

. T love all beauteous things
I soek and adore them ;
God hath no better praise,
And man in his hasty days
Is honoured for them.
1 too will something make
And joy in the making ;
Although to-morrow it geem
Like the empty words of a drean
Remembered on waking.

This little poem is regarded as an admirable expres-
gion of the impulse towards the admiration and crea-
tion of beautiful things, The poet does not express
any favouritism in regard to objects of beauby. It is
not impossible that there may exist objects esteemed
as beautiful, outside the confines of the Greek fradi-
tion, that would not be regarded as beautiful by the
poet : and this is one of the problems of a wider phi-
losophy of beauty than that which leaves out the vash
world of oriental art,—the reconciliation of different
standards of taste. Bub taking the poem aa it is, we
note first that the only qualification that the poet
imposes on * things,” if they would win his admira-
tion, is that they shall be * beauteous.”’

What is this quality of beauty which is go powerful
that it draws a Ohristisn poet into pagan worship of
mere insnimate things ? Is it a sentimentality based
on certain associations of colour and form, texture and
odour, which, because of their usefulness to humanity.
have given pleasure ¥ Emerson has spoken of Beauby
as that out of which God created the world. To him
beauty is the original characteristic of the universe.
Bir William Watson has chanted of beauty as

... the vision whereunto

In joy, with pantings from afar,

In sound and odour, form and hus

In mind and clay, and worm and star
Now reaching goal, now backward hurled
Toils the indomitahle word.

o him beauty is the goal of evolution.

According to Theosophical conception, the universe
of which we are cognisant is a manifestation of the

Universal Being. That Being assumes a triple aspect
involving (1) a creative impulse, (2) a cohesive prin-
ciple among the nominally separate members of the
created universe, and (3) a principle of change from
stage to stage from the synthetic level of the Cosmic
Being to the most concrete state of matter within the
universe and back again. This process recognised
intuitively by the seers of old and personalised in the
Hindu Tirumurti (Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva) hss heen in
our day intellectually apprehended as the laws of evo-
lution, But behind the evolutionary phase of the
cosmic process i8 a phase of involution, by which the
finer elements of the Cosmic Being became so t0 speak
the extensive spiritual nuolei (not the sex-nuclei of
modern psycho-analysis) within every conceivable
atom of the cosmic stuff. To use the. terminology of
theosophy, a vast impulse from the triple logos, called
the first life-wave, prepared the substance of tho uni-
vergs to be, A pecond wave, sending a thrill of or-
ganigation into the diffused universal substance slowly
developed the varied and multifarious forms of the
several kingdows of the universe. Through thig interac~
tion of substance and from the Cosmic Being expressed
itself; “* the oue spirit’s plastio stress,” as Shelley calls
it, .disclosed itsell in varying degrces through the dis-
guises of its own self-limitation. But there ocame, in
the process of Aeonian evolution, a point at which
fshe atomised Universal Being aggregated itself into an
Instrument capable of response not only to the push
of the first and second life-waves but o the call of
the third life-wave which carried the phosphorescent

" glow of consciousness through the great deep of crea-

tion. The long history symholically spoken of in the
Bible as the making of the physical form of man out
of the dust of the earth culminated in the influx of
consciousness from the third life-wave, figured in the
phrase. .’ And God breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and man became a living soul.

..... The relationship between the Cogmie Being
in its totality and in the details of itg self-analysig is
not one of parallelismy out of identity. The realisa-
tion of the identity and action accordingly is the
gource of joy and the strait gate to human happiness
the one source of human misery is thonght and acﬁo,;
agaivst thab identity. Thejoy of the whole is in the
identification of itself with its own variety, the joy of
the unit is in the identification of itself with the
totalify.
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on archeologi¢al Epigraphic and
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