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Speech delivered by
Mpr. Bava C. Gopalasami Mudaliar Avl.,

. (Chairman, Municipal Council, Tiruvarur)
IN OPENING

THE FOURTH YOUTHS' CONFERENCE
OF THE

SOUTH INDIAN SENGUNDARS
HELD AT TIRUVARUR

ON 12th AND 13th MARCH, 1933,

Delegates and Members of the Youths’
Conferenee,

Tt. gives me very great pleasure to be
privileged to open this Youths’ conference.
1 shall consider it a special privilege to do so,
and any remarks that I may make in the
course of my addressing you, T hope, will be
taken in the right spirit and especially on an
occasion like this and in the present state of
our transition. You all know and all of ns
aré most anxiously and eagerly expecting the
publication of the “WHITE “APER” in the
course of the next week which tc_> us the elders
here, i3 the gite of the promiged !Bnd for
which our patriots have been working very
hard for the past half a century.
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. To you, the Youths of this conntry, -it has
been given to emjoy the benefits thereof,
and work it out for the advantage of our
gomintry. It teems -vitk opportunities of
nationalizaticn of our Government. The
nationalization of tv~ Government involves
and includes withwn itself ¢nter alia the
nationalisation of education, industries and
other economic possibilities of the country
which go to increagse the natural prospertity

of the country. In this connection, I should

like to say a word first on education, because
that ig the subject with which the youths are

- most concerned. It is an interesting fact

upon which you have to be congratulated that
famous ~peet—Ottakathar hailed from your
own community and he was also the prime
minister of the succegsive reigning Kings of
the timeg he wag living in the 12th century
A. D. Traditions also have it that your com-
munity had contributed no mean guota to the
militia of the Chola kindom, and last but not
the least you had also contributed to the
development of the material and economic
resources of the country, by the members of
your community taking up to the weaving
industry and manufacture of clothes. There-
fore it is abundantly manifest that in the
future nationalisation of the couutry ,which is
fast approaching, you must take your proper
ghare and part towards its successful working.

Tt is a notorious fact that education as at
progent imparted under the pregent system ig
not al all suflicient to meet the needs of the
country and has only resulted, in the words of
that great sciontist and patriot Sir P. C. Ray,
“in the mass production of graduates.” Analy-
ged carefully, the present univergity education,
besides largely contributing to the members
of unemployed, has practically disabled tho
University alamni from being wuseful in
varions spheres. In the scheme of national
education, the syllabus mmst be go framed as
to make him stand on his own legs without
waiting for Government service. National
education ought not to be narrow in its ovut-
look. I should like it to be distinctly under-
gtood that in referring to national eduacation,
my object ig, not to subordinate the study of
English to that of vernaculars of the country.
The defect in the present system has been to
give prominence to Knglish much to the
to the neglet and detriment of the langnages of
the country. So, nationalisation of education
must not be framed as to be subvergive of the
pregent system, or asif it were retaliative. It
is wy congidered view that the study of the
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FEnglish langunage could not he displaced for
gome considerable time in any scheme of
national educatiou that may Le adopted, though
an equal conspicuos place may be given to the
wornaculars of this country. In the federal
congtitntion that is contemplated, English
language must be a vehicle of communication
among the composing units. The pregent
educational policy which based upon the
education despatch of Lord Macaulay, was
framed sgolely with a view to impart 2 know-
ledge of English language to the Indians to
enable them to be useful to the English
merchants and their Government in this
country, with such changes as have been
necessitated by the changes in the adminis-
tration of this country that have been adopted
from time to time. It cannot, therefore, be
expected to have been framed to suit the needs
and aspirations of the people of this country.
Now the opportunity hag come or ig about
to come. It hehoves you to take time by
forelock when the opportunity offers itsslf, to
cast it in such a way as to be heneficial to the
nation, Thig is neither the occasion, place,
nor for me to go into the details of the changes
that have to be wrought in framing a national
gscheme of education. Experts there are-
patriots who have grown grey in the gervice
of the country whose part it would be to
forge it, 1 cannot leave the subject of
education without referring to the subject
of discipline, which must form an integral
part of the educational scheme. You are all
young, and it is necessary, therefore, that
before vou become useful and good citizens,
you must be well-desciplined and be able to
appreciate the valae and importance of obedi-
ence to the constituted anthority and team
work, for they are the implications of democ-
racy. While every member is entitled to form
his own opinion on any given subject, he ig
hound and equally expected to refer to the
opinions of every other member, and especially
to those of persons, who by common congent
are supposed 1o have devoted time and thought
to such questions in the larger interests of the
Country aud her people. What is more
ensential you must be bound by the opinion of
the majority, however contrary to your own
it might be. Nay, you must accept it, adopt it
and work it, agif it were your own opinion,
{ have already said that you have been in the
military, and so it may not be out of place
for me to suggest to you t'he need to recall the
~ gpirit of military digeipline that lurks latent

in your community.
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Next to nationalisation of education, national
indugtrialisation must claim your attention.

In this connection, I may be permitted to
ehgerve in passing that your communily may
legitimately take pride in having contributed
to a very large measure, if not entirely, to
the needs of the second of human primary
wantg, hamely clothing, and as such it is but
proper, you must bear your part in the
scheme of national industrialisation of the
country. It may not be amiss on my part to
draw your attention to the fact that, in the

.pregent economic crigis of the world, the cry

is to purchase their own goods. But in
adopting thig motto, you must not be too
narrow in your outlook. For, the rapid strides
with which the civilisation of the country has
advanced, our needs have increased too in
proportion. It may not be possible for us to
be too parochial or provincial until the country
has fully devloped to be self-sufficient and
can supply all our needs, Therefore you must
qualify yourgelf by adopting the principle of
buying all Indiap, in so far as they are avai-
lable even at some inconvenience and some
gacrifice it may involve with a reservation for
identing on foreigners, where you are not
capable of producing in your own country. I
suggest this as an emergency measure only,
and I feel it may be atmost a very remote
necessity. Nay it may not even be resorted
to. For, a recent vigit to the Kadher Exhibi-
tion held at Kumbakonam under the anspices
of the * ALL INDIA SPINNERS’ ASSOCIA-
TION ” hag convincingly demonstrated that
the needs of India in all material wants may
be readily and eagily met with by the indust-
ries of thig country alone.

I feel T have taken up your time much
longer than I intended to, but the persent
momentons changes that are impending are
the sole excuse for my having dongso and
indulging some rambling observations as
they have suggested themselves to me.

1 once again thank you all for the honour
done to me in asking me to open this conference
and with very great pleasure I declare this
conference open and sincerely wish it every
guccess and a long career of ugefulnegs.
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