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While it seems to be admitted now on all hands
that the social condition of this country is. ahout as

" pad as it can be, and while many schemes, more or
" Joss philanthropic or revolutionary, are proposed for

it8 regeneration, i just ocours to me to bring forward,

. by way of balance, the 1mportanae of personal actions -
and idesls. For as the nation is composed of indivis
' auals, 8o the forces .which move- the 1nd1v1dua1——-the
moﬁlves. the 1deals which he has in his mind—are, it

seems to me, the maift factors i in any nation's progress,

. ‘and the things whmh ullumately deelde the dzreatmn

- ofltsmovement. ST . e

\ %‘W“

" At the bottom, and behind all the elaborations of
economie sciense, theories of social progress, the
changing forms of production, and olass warfare, lies

. to-day the fact that the old ideals of society have -

become corrupt, and that this corruption has resulted
in dishonesty of life.- It is this dishonesty of personal
life which is becoming the occasion of a new class"
war, from whose fierce parturition-struggle will arise-
a new ideal-destined to sway human society for many

a thousand years, and to give shape to the forms of its
industrial, scientific, and artistic life.

" The feeling, indeed, seems to be spreading that
England stands already on the verge of & dangerous
precipice ; ab any moment the door may open for her _
on a crisis more serious than any in her whole history.
Rotten at heart, and penetrated with falsehood, her
aristocracy emasculated of its manhood, her capitaliet -
classes wrapped in selfishness, luxury, and self—satmﬁed x
philanthropy, her Governiment officeg~—army, npavy,
and the rest—effete, plethoric,-gorged (in snaké-like
coma) with red tape, her Church sleeping profoundly-

snoring aloud—her trading classes steeped in deception

and money-greed, her laborers stupefied with overwork
and beear, her poorest stupefied with. despair, thers is -
mot a point which will bear examination, hardly a
wheel in the whole machine which will not give way
under pressure.. ‘The first serious dxsturbance now,
and the wheels will actually cease to g0 round the -
ﬁrst great strain—Europesn or Eastern war—and i
seems noﬁ 1mproba’ole that the governing classes of



82 sar fewd

R N T

(dauddt 23, 1933

vasa—

-
—

England will sucoumb disgracefully,. Then—with an

exhausting war upon us, our foreign supplies largely-

cut off, our own country (which might grow ample
food for its present population) systematically laid
waste and depopulated by landlord legislation, with
hopeless commercial depression, stagnation of trade,
poverty, and growing furious anmarchy—our position
will be easier imagined than described.

" In the face of such considerations it were well to
go straight to the heart of the matter. It were wel}
to consider whether possibly the fate of a great nation
may not very profoundly centre round this question of
the honesty of its life, The difficulty is that to many
people—and to whole classes—mere honesty seems
such a small matter. If it were only some great
Benevolent Institution to recommend ! But this like
Naaman’s case in the Bible : to merely bathe in the
Jordan and make yourself clean is really too undig-
nified !

Yet the moment one comes to look into the heart
of modern society one perceives how essentially un-
clean it is—how, after all, the pervading aim and
effort of personal life, either econsciously or uncon-
sciously entertained, is to maintain ourselves at the
cost of others—to live at the expense of other folk’s
labor, without giving an equivalent of our own labor
in return—and if this is not dishonesty I don't know
what is!

Let a man pause just for onco in the horrid seram-
ble, and ask himself what he really consumes day by
day of other people’s work—what in the way of food,
of clothing,’of washing, serubbing, and the attentions
of domestics, or even of his own wife and children—
what money he spends in drink, dress, books, pictures,
at the theatre, in travel. Let him sternly, and asg
well as he may, reckon up thp sum total by which
he has thus made himself indebted to his fellows, and
then let him consider what he creates for their benefit
in return. Let him strike the balance. Is he a bene-
factor of society ?—is it quits between him aund his
countrymen and a minus quantity & beggar alms-
receiver, or thief ?

And not only What is he ? but What is he trying
tobe ? For on the Ideal hangs the whole question.
Here atlast we come to the root of national life..
‘What the ideal cherished by the people at large is,
that the nation will soon become. Each individual
man is not always sure to realise the state of life that
he has in his mind, but in the nation it is soon realised;
and if the current idea of individual is to get as much
and give as little as they can, to be debtors of society

-and alms-receivers of the labor of others, then you
have the spectacle of a nation, as England to-day,

. Tushing on to bankruptey and ruin, saddled with a

huge national debt, and converted into one gigantic

) Workbow‘ae, and idle shareholders’ asylum. (Imagine
o 8 lot of people of an island—all endeavouring to eab

<

other.people’s dinner, but taking precions care not to

——ra—

provide any of their own—and you will have a pio-c, ,

ture of what the “well-to-do’’ on this island succeed
in doing and a lot of people not well-to-do are trying
to arrive at.)

For there is no question that this is the Ideal of
England to-day—to live dependent on others, consu~
ming much and creating next to nothing—to oceupy a
spacious house, have servants ministering to you,
dividepds convergiug from various parts of the world
towards you, workmen handing you the best part of
their labor ag profits, tenants ohsequiously bowing as
they disgorge their rent, and a good balance at the
bank ; to be & kind of human sink into which much
flows but out of which nothing ever comes—except an
occasional putrid whiff of Charity and Patronage—
this, is it not the thing which we havo before us ?

which if we have not been fortunate enough to attain '

to, we are doing our best to reach ?

Sad that the words “lady” and * gentleman *'~—
once nought but honorable—should now have become
so soiled by all ignoble use. But I fear that nothiﬁg
can save them. The modern Ideal of Gentility is
hopelessly corrupt, and it must be our avowed object
to destroy it.

Of course, among its falsities, the point which I am
alluding to is the most important. It ig absolutely
useless for the well-to-d0 of thig country to talk of
Charity while they are abstracting the vast sumg they
do from the laboring classes, or to pretend to allevi-
ate by philanthropic nostrums the frightful Poverty

which they are creating wholesale by their mode of

life. All the money given by the Church, by charity
organisations, by societies or individuals, and gl the
value of the gratuitous work done by country gent]e.

men, philanthropists, and others, is & mere drop in the -

ocean compared with the sums which thege same
people and their relatives abstrach from the poor
- ]

under the various legal pretences of interest, dividends
]

rents, profits, and state-payments of many kindg..
“They clean the outside of the oup and platter, byt

within they are full of extortion and excess,"”

It for ever man who consumes more than he oréat;eé
there must of necessity be another man who has to
consume less than he oreatos, that must be the state

of affairs in that nation where & yvast class—and ever .
vaster becoming—is living in the height of improdu~

ctive wastefulness ? Obviously another vash olass—and
ever vaster becoming—must he sinking down into the
abyss of foil, penury, ang degradation. Lok af
Brighton and Sacarborough and Hastings and the huge'
West End of London, and the polite V1:11a residenbeﬁ
which like unwholesome toadstools dot and d'isﬁgu're‘

the whole of this great land, On what are these
* noble "’ mansions of orgainged idl

unremitting toil! Think ! you who live in
your life is, and upon what it ig founded,

ey

eness built exoepp’
upon the bent back of Doverty and lifelong hopiess"

them, Whéﬁ‘
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NATIONAL
INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED.
Head Office :
NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
‘7, Council House Street, Calcutta.

1933 Results.
Completed

New Business
exXeeeds ..

Rs. 1,67,00,000
The Compuny with a steady progress all round.

1 All forms of life assurance policies issued at low
safe rates of premium.

Specialities.
Female Lives
Joint Lives
Permanent Protection Policies
Triple Benefit Policies.
Marriage & Future Provision Policies.
% For agencies please apply to:—
s T. ANANTACHARI
{ Branch Secretary,
(113, Armenian Street,
v Madras.

R. G. DAS & Co.,
Managers.

Consult
NATIONAL FIRE

eGENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY Lud.,
Head Office:—

NATIONAL INSURANCE BUILDING,
7, Council House Street, Calcutta
f01 Fire, Motor & Accident policies.

A sound Company. .

2 Please apply for particulars to;—
> T. ANANTACHARI
.- Branch Becretary,

R. G. DAS & Co
‘ Managers,
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