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What, after all, is this State idea, this idea of the
organised community to which the individual has to
be immolated ? Theoretically it is the subordination
of the individual to the good of all that is demanded ;

. practically it i8 his subordination to a collective ego-

9 rdwab.

ism, political, military, economie, which seeks to
satisfy certain collective aims and ambitions shaped
and imposed on the great mass of the individuals by
a smaller or larger number of ruling persons who are
supposed in same way to' represent the community.
It is immaterial whether these belong to a governing
class or'emerge as in modern States from the mass
partly by force of character, but much more by force
of circumstances; nor does it make an essential diffe-
rence that their aims and ideals are imposed more by

" the hypnotism of verbal persuasion than by overt and
actual force. In either case there is no guarantee
that this ruling class or ruling body represents the
best mind of the nation or its noblest aims or its
highest instincts. ‘

Nothing of the kind can be asserted of the modern
rolitician in any part of the world: he does not
represent the soul of a people or itsuspirations ; what
he does usually represent is all the average pettiness,
selfishness, egoism, self-deception that is about him
and these he represents well enough as well ag a
great deal of mental incompetence and moral con-
ventionality, timidity and pretence. Great issues often
come to him for decision but he does not deal with
them greatly ; high words and noble ideas are on hig
lips, but they become rapidly the clap-tiap of & party.
The disease and falsehood of modern political life ig
patent in every country of the world and only the
hypnotised acquiescence even of the intellectual
clasges in the great organised sham, the acquiescence

that men yield to everything that ig habitusl: and * -

makes the present atmosphere of their lives, cloaks

- and prolongs the malady. Yet it is ‘by-guch.minds
that the good of all hasto be decied; %o such hands
that it has to be entrusted, to spéh an agency calling
itself the State that the individdgl is being more and
more called uron to give up thé&'government of his
activities. As a matter of fact, iiyis by no means the
good of all that is thus secured, b

ha great deal of

organised blundering and evil with a in amount

of good which makes for real progress, becausé Naturge= <>
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moves forward always in tho midst of all stumblings
and secures her aims in the end as often in spite of as
by means of man’s imperfect mentulity.

Rut even if the governing instrument were better
constituted and of a higher mental and  moral char-
acter, even if gsome way could be found to do
what the ancient civilisations by their enforce-
ment of certuin high ideals and disciplines tried to
do with their ruling classes, still the state would
not ho what the State idea pretends that it is.
Theoretically, it is the collective wisdom and force
of the community made available and organised
for the general good ; practically, it is so much of the
intellect and power available in the commmunity as the
parbicular machinery of State orgunisation will allow
to come to the surface whieh uses that machinery
but is also caught in it and hampercd by it and
hampered #8 well by tho large amount of folly and
selfish weukness that comes up in the same wave.
Doubtloss, this ig the best that can ho under the
circumstances, and Nature, as always, utilises it for
the best ; hut things wouid Le much worso if there
wore not a field left for a less trammelled individual
effort doing what the State cannot do, deploying and
using the sincerity, onergy, ideulism of the best
individuals to atbempt that which the State has not
the wisdom or courage to attempt, getting thut done
which & collective conservatism and imbecility would
either leave undone or actively suppress and oppose.
It is this which is the rcally effective agent of collec-
tive progress. The Stiute sometimes comes in to aid it
and then, if its aid does not mean undue control, it
serves u positively useful eud; as often it stands in
the way and then serves either us a brake upon pro-
gress or supplies the necessary amount of organised
opposition and friction always needed to give greater
energy and n more complete shape to the new thing
which ig in proccss of formation. But what we are
now tending towards, is such an increase of organised
State-power and such a huge irresistible and complex
Stute activity as will either eliminate free individual
effort altogether or leave it dwarfed and cowed into
helplessness. The necessary corrective to the defects,
limitations and inefficiency of the State machine will
disappear.

The organised State is neibher the best mind of
the nation nor it is even the sum of the communal
energies. 1t leaves out of its organised action, sup-
presses or unduly depresses the working force and
thinking mind of important minorities, often of those
which represent that which is best in the present
and that which is developing for the future. It is
a collective egoismn much inferior to the best of which
inferior to the best of which the community is capa-
ble. What that egoism isin its relation to other
collective egoisms, we know and its ugliness is now
being forced upon the vision and the conscience of
mankind. The individual has usually something a
lenst of & soul and the deficiences of the soul again by
the fear of social opinion or, failing that, a fear
of the communal law which he has ordinarily
either to obey or at least to circumvent; and even
the difficulty of circumventing is a check on all
except the mos$ violent or the most skilful. But the
State is an entity which, with the greatest amount
of power, is the least hampered by internal scruples
or external checks. It has uo soul ar only a rudimen-
tary one. It is a milifary, political and economic
being, but only in a slight and undeveloped
degree an intellectual and ethical; and unfortu-
nately the chief use it makes of its undeveloped
i -t i tio blunt by fictions, ecatchwords and rece-

g, philosophies, its ill-developed ethical

Yy '; being; but his international exis-
tence is gtill u!xg - Until recently the organised
nation in its relptio Al with other nations was only a

huge beast of P * b appetites which gometimes
slept when fge
i ief pi$

discouraged by events, but were
Bon for existence. Belf-protection

2= At the present day there is no essential
Tmprovement; there is only & greater difficulty in devo-
uring. A “sacred egoism” is still the ideal fo nati-
ons, and therefore there is neither any trueand enli-

~ T iiathaowsan nf hnman opinion to restrain

ddg within the community is now at.

the predatory State nor any effective international
law. There is only the fear of defeat and the fear,
recently, of a disastrous economical disorganisation;
hut experience affier experience has shown that these
checks are really ineffective,

In its inner life this huge State egoistn was once
little better than in its outer relations. Bratal,
rapacious, cunning, oppressive, -intolerant of free
ackion, free specch and opinion, even of freedom of
conscience in religion, it preyed upon individuals
and classes within as upon weaker nations outside.
Only the necessity of keeping alive and rich and
strong in a rough sort of way the community on
which it lived, made its action partially and crudely
beneficent. In modern titmes, there has heen much
improvement in spite of deterioration in certain dire-
ctions. The State now fecls necessity of justifying
its oxistenco by organising the general cconomie and
animal well-being of tho commnunity and even of all
individuals. It is beginning to sec the necessiby also
of assuring the intellgetunl and, indirectly, the moral
devolopnent of tho whole eormnunity.  This atbempt
of tha State to grow into an intellectual and moral
heing 8 one of the most interesting phenomena of
modern civilisation; even the nccessity of intellec~
tualising and moralising it in its external relations
is heing enforced upon the conscience of mavkind
by the present Buropean cabastrophe. But the
claim of the State to ahsorb all free individual acti-
vities, a claim which it increasingly makes ag it
grows more clearly conscious of ite new ideals and
its possiblities, is, to 81y the least of it, premature
and, if satisfied, will surely end in & check to human
progress, a comfortably organised stagnancy such as
overtook the Graeco-Roman world after the establish~
ment of the Roman Empire. ~

The call of the State to the rindividual fo
immolate himself on its altar, to give up his free
activities into an organised collective activity is
therefore something quite different from the
demand of our highest ideals. It amounts fo the
giving up of the present form of individual egoism
into another, a collective form of itself, larger, but
net superior, rather in many ways inferior to the
bast individual egoism. The altruistic ideal, the
discipline of self-sacrifice, the mneed of a growing
solidarity with our fellows. of a growing cellective
social in humanity remain; but the loss of self in the
State is not the thing that these high ideals mean,
nor ig it by any mearns the way fto their fulfilment.
Man must learn not to suppress and mutilate, but to
fulfil himself in the fulfilment of mankind even as he
must learn not to mutilate or destroy, but to com-
plete his ego by expanding it out of its limitations
and losing it in something greater which it now tries
to represent. But the deglutition of the free indivi-
dunal by a huge State machine is quite another con-
summation. The State is a convenience, and a rather
clumsy conveniance, for our common development; it
ought never to be made an end in itself.

The second claim of the State idea that .this
supremacy and universal activity of the organised
State machine is the hest means of human progress,
is algo an exaggeration and a fiction. Man lives by
the community, he needs it to develop h.uns.elff in-
dividually as well as collectively. But is it true
that a stage-governed action is the most capable of
developing the individual perfectly as vyell 88 ol ger-
ving the aommon ends of the community? It is not
true. What is true is that it is capable of providing
the co-operative action of the in@ividuals in the com-
munity with Dpecessary conveniences, of removing
from it disabilities and obstacles which would other-
wige interfere with its working. Here the real utility
of the State ceases. The non-recognoition of the

possibilities of human co-operation was the weakness

of English individualism; the turning of an utility
for co-operative action into an excuse for rigid control
by the State is the weakness of the Teutonic idea of
collectivism. When the State aftempts to take up
the control of the co-operative action of the com-
munity, it condemns itself to create a monstrous
machinery which will end by crushing out the
freedom, initiative and serious growth of the
human being.
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An authentic history of North Ceylon, Particularly of Jaffna

based on archeological Epigraphic and linguistic researches

is stated here in a connected manner from ancient times up

to the occupation of the Island by the European Professor.

S. Krishnasamy lyengar has given an appreciative’ foreword.
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