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“We ar¢ no longer able to accept the narrow
morality of positive religion, which entices with re-
ward and threatens with punishment; and yet we are
apt to forget that, were fate possessed of the most
rudimentary sense of justice, our comception of a
lofty, disinterested morality would fade into thin air.
What merit in being just ourselves if we he not con-
vinced of the absolute injustice of fate ? We no
longer believe in the ideals once held by saints, and
we are confident that a wise God will hold as little
account the duty done through hope of recompense,
ag the evil done for suke of gain; and this even though
the recompense hoped for he nothing but the self-
ensuing peace of mind. We say that God who must
be at least as high as the highest fthoughts He has
implanted in the best of men, will withhold His
smile from those who have desired but to please Him ;
and that they only who have dons good for the sike
of good and as though He existed not, they ouly
who have loved virtue more than they loved God
Himself, shall he allowed to stand by His side. And
yet, and for all this, no sooner does the event con-
front us, than we discover that we still are guided by
the *moral maxims” of our:childhood, of more avail
would be a “List of chastised virbues.” The soul that
is quick with life would find its profit therein; the
cause of virtue would gain in vigour and in majesty.
Let us not forget that it is from the Very non-mora-
liby of destiny that a nobler morality must spring into
life ; for here, as everywhere, man is never so strong
with his native strength as when he realizes that he
stands entirely alone. As we consider the crowning
injustice of fate, it is the negation of high moral law
that disturbs us; but from this negation there ariscs
at once & moral law that is higher still. He who no
Jonger belives in reward or punishment must do good
for the sake of good. Even though a moral law seem
on the eve of disappearing, we need have no cause
for di'squiet; its place will be speedily filled by a law
that is greater still. To attribute morality to fate is
?)u.t. to lessen the puribty of our ideal; $o admit the
m_)ustice of fate is to throw open before us the ever-
w:_denir.xg fields of still loftier morality. Let us not
think virsues will crumble, though God Himself will
seem unjust. Where shall the virtue of man find

1.nor.e everlasting foundation than in the geeming in-
justice of God.

* * *

" If there were profit in virtue, then would the
noblest of man be compelled o seek happiness else-
where ; and God would destory $heir main object in
life were He to reward them oftepn, Nothing is indis-
pensable, Defhaps Or even necessary; and it may be
that if the joy of doing good for the sake of doing
good were taken from the soul, it would find other,
purer joys; but in the meantime, it is ghe most beauti-
ful joy we know, therefore lot; us respect it. Let us
not resent the misfortunes that sometimes befall
virtue, lest we at the same time disturh the limpid
essence of its happiness. The sont ‘;hh&t had this hap-

piness dreams no more of reward, than others expect
punishment because of their wickedness. They only
are ever clamouring for justice who know it notin
their own lives.”
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“ Bor indeed if our tears can {low hecause of our
cnemies’ malice, it is only hecause wo ourselves would
fain mako our enomies weep. If the shafts of envy
can wound and draw blood, it is only because we
oursclves have shatts that we wish. to throw; if trea-
chery can wring u grown from us, we must be disloyal
ourselves., Only those weapons can wound the soul
that it has not yet sacrificed on the altar of love.Com-
plaints of injustice grow less frequent as the brain
and heart expand.”
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New Policies Issucd in 1931
fotr over ... Rs. 1,32,33,000
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for 1930 of ... 16.54 %

Claims paid up to end of
1931 over ... ... Rs. 90,00,000

Invested Funds smount to over Rs. 1,76,00,000
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The Branch Secretary,

R. G. DAS & Co., OR Madras Branch,
Managers. 118, Armenian Street,

Madras.
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