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To-day misery ig the disease of mankind, ag disease
is the misery of man., “And even as there are physi-
eians for disease, so should there be physicians for
human misery. Bub can the fact that disease is, un-
happily, ounly too prevalent, render it wrong for us
ever to speak of health? which were indeed as though,
in anatomy—the physical science that has most in
common with iuorals—the teacher confined himself
exclusively to the study of the deformities that groa-
tor or lesser degeneration will induce in the organs of
man. We have surely the right to demand that his
theories be baged on the healthy and vigorous body;
a8 wo have alg> the right to demnd thab the moralist,
who fain would see beyond the present hour, should
take as his standard the soul that is happy, or that af
least posszsses every element of happiness, save ouly
the necessary consciousness,

L

We live in the bosom of great injustice; bub there
can be, I imagine, neither cruelfy nor ecallousness in
our speaking, at times, a8 though this injustice had
anded, else should we never emerge from our circle.

Tt is imperative that there should be some who
dare speak, and think, and act as though all men were
happy; for otherwise, when the day comes for destiny
to throw open fo all the people’s garden of the pro-
mised land, what happiness shall the others find there,
what justice, what beauby or love ? It may be urged,
it is true, that it were best, first of all, o consider the
most pressing needs, yvet is this not always wisest; it
is often of belter avail from the start to seek that
which is highest., When the watiers beleaguer the

_ home of the peasant in Holland, the sea or the neigh-

bouring river having swept down the dyke that pro-
tected the country, mogh pressing is it then for the
peasant to safeguard his eutble, his grain, his effecks;
but wisest to fly to the top of the dyke, summoning
those who live with him, and from thence meel the
flood, and do battle. Humaniby up to this day has
been like an invalid tossing and turming on his couch
in search of repose; bub therefore noune the less have
words of true consolation coms only from those who
spoke as though man were freed from all pain. For,
ag man was created for health, so was mankind erent-
ed for happiness; and to speak of its misery only,
though that misery be everywhere and secem ever-
lasting, is only to say words that fall lightly and $70n
are forgotben. Why not speak as though manking
wore always on the eve of great cersitude, of greaf
loy? Thither, in truth, is man led by his stineg
though he never may live to hehold the 1ong-wisbed,-
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for fo-morrow. It is well to believe that there needs
but a little more thought, a little more courage, more
love, more devotion $o life, a little more eagerness,
one day 6o fling open wide the portals of joy and of
truth. And this thing may still come to pass. Leb
us hope that one day all mankind wili be happy and
wise; and though this day never should dawn, to have
hoped for it cannot be wrong. And in any evént, it
is helpful to speak of happiness to those who are sad,
that thus at least they may learn whab it is thab
happiness means. They are ever inclined o rogard it
as something beyond them, exfiraordinary, out of their
reach. But if all who may count themselves happy
were to tell, very simply. what it was that brought
happiness to them, the others would see that between
sorrow and joy the difference is but as between a glad-
some, enlightened acceptance of life and a hostile,
Sloomy submission; hetween a large and harmonious
conception of life, and one that is stubborn and nare
row. “Is that all ?’ the unhappy would ery. ** Bub
we too have within us, then, the elements of this
happiness.” Surely you have them within you !
There lives not a man but has them, those only’ ex-
cepted upon whom greab physical calamity has fallen.
But speak not lightly of this happiness. There is no
other. He is the happiest man who best understands
hig happiness; for he is of all men most fully aware
that it is only tho lofty idea, the untiring, courageous,
human idea, that separates gladness from sorrow.
Of this idea it is helpful to speak, and as often ag may
he; not with the view of imposing our own idea upon
others, but in order that they who may listen shall,
little by little, conceive the desire fo posses an idea
of their-own. For in no two men is it the same. The

- ’-613@ that you cherish may well bring no comfort to

me; nor shall all your eloquence touch the hidden
springs of my life. Needs mush I acquire my own, in
mysealf, by myself; but you unconsciously make this
+the easier for me, by telling of the idea that is yours.
Tt may happen that I shall find solace in that which
brings sorrow to you, and that which to you speaks of
gladness may be fraught with afflickion for me. DBuf
no matter; into my grief will enter all that you saw
of beanty and comfort, and into my joy there will
pass all that was great in your sadness, if indeed my
joy he on the same plane as your sadness. It hehoves
us, the first thing of all, to prepare in our soul a place
of some loftiness, where this idea may be lodged; as
the priests of ancien$ religions laid the mountain peak
bare, and cleared it of thorn and of root for the fire
o descend from heaven. There may come to us any
day, from the depths of the planet Mars, the infallible
formula of happiness, conveyed in the final truth as
40 the aim and the government of the universe. Such
o formula could only bring change or advancement
anto our spiritual life in the degree of the desire and
expectation of advancement in which we might long
have been living. The formula would be t‘he same for
all men, yet would each one henefit onlly in the pro-
portion of the eagerness, puriby, .unselﬁshness, knqw-
ledge, that he had stored up ‘iu hig soul.  All morality,
all study of justice and happmes.s,' should truly bhe no
more tham preparation, provision on thg vashest
scale_g, way of gaining experience, & steppmg-‘s‘sone
. 1aid down for what is o follow. Surely, desirable
day of g1] days were the one when at last we should
live in ghgolute truth, in immovable logical certitude;

but in the meantime it is given us to live in a truth
more imporbanti still, the truth of our soul and our
characher; and some wise men have proved that this

life can be lived in fhe midst of gravest material
errors.
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