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Address of Wercome

Presented to

The Hon'’ble Mr. P. T. Rajan,
Bar-at.law., M. L, C,,

_ Minister to the Government of Madras,

by the Members of
The S. 1. S. M. Sangam, Madras,

on Saturday, the 26th December, 1931,
on the occasion of his opening

THE SOUTH INDIAN SENGUNDARS'
THIRD CONFERENCE

at the Sundareswarar Hall, Mylapore.

Honoured Sir,

On behalf of the Sengundar community, we
have the highest pleasure in welcoming you in
our midst, particularly on an occasion like

this, when the chosen representatives of our
" communily from every nook and corner of this
presidency aregathered together in conference.

You have already endeared yourself to usas
a devoled and untsring worker for the uplifi-
" ment of the nom-Brahmin communities of
" South India, andthe present position you hold
. in the Government of Madras is the just re-
- ward of your selflesslabours inthis field, The
. impetus which the non-Brahmin movement,
. through noble leaders of your type, has given
" to the warious communities of our presidency,
has been bearing frust for somelime in con-
JSerences and communal organisations of the
" type which today it is our proud privilege to
introduce you to, and we can eastly imagine
with what degree of benign gratification you
will look upon this assembiy.

_ As the conpeners and organisers of this con-
' ference, we take this opportunity to request
you o be kind enough to open it and inspire
our delegates from far and mear with your
much-priced guidance and geodwilil.

We remasn,
Homoured Sir,

Your wellwishers and admirers,
The Members of

The 5. 1. S. M. Sangans Madras.

Madras:
36-12-81
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HON'BLE MR. P. T. RAJAN'S
OPENING ADDRESS

The Hon. Mr. P. T. Rajan thanked the

members of the conference for welcoming
bfm. He said that there might be some
oritics who wonld not like Conferences like
those that they were celebrating on the
soore that they would lead to a split in the
nation. But to the extent that each com-
munity advanced and marked its progress
to that extent the nation benefited.

The Sengunthar community, said the
Minister, once enjoyed a pre-eminent place
in the industrial a:d commercial activities
of the country. But it was not the case now.
The Conference they were having now, he
supposed, was an indieation of the desire on
the part of members of the Sengunthar com-
munity to better equip themselves and take
their proper place in the body politic of the
province. In s0 equiping themselves
education must naturally take the foremost

.place. The aim of education should be to

make them good citizens and make them
realise their rights and responsibilities,
eapecially when more and more power was
being transfoerred to the people. Education
should not be merely of a general character
and must not be pursued with a view to get
Government employment. They mnst learn

.technical subjects. The main occupation of

the Sengunthar community wag weaving and
dyeing. This was, in importance, next only
to agriculture. In these days of keen
competition and hard struggle for existence,
it behoved those who were engaged in parti-

. cular occupations to be experts. And for thig
- ‘purpose young men must be sent to foreign
- couniries for training in industries and the
 members of the commnnity muat algg institute

. csl education not only made

scholarships forthis parpoge. Men of techni-~
their condition

, Taore prosperousbuat aleobattered the financial

* condition of the gtate.
- appealed to them to work o

N
T

EX
(%

The speaker algo

w n co-operative
basis, and start co-operative Societies. He

tefyrred to the weaving co-operative gociety
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he said, was working satisfactorily. To the
extent that Government, with its limited
finances could help them, he assured ghem,
the help would be forthcoming. It was only
by their combined efforts that they would be
able to take their rightful position in the
industrial and commercial aotivities of the
province. The Minister then declared the
conference open and wighed it every success.
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