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- Presidency in a

~* nd South, that is,
. ‘Adiatricts of Coimb:

. Sentury, -

Notes on the Sengunthars

(8ent to the superintendent, Census operations)

Name, Title, Language, Religion :
The Sengundar community is known also
a8 the Katkola Community. When and why
these names have been applied to it are

‘explained in the accompanying historical
sketch,

The only title by which members of this
community are distinguished all over this
Pregidency from others is Mudaliar. (The
origin of this title is explained in the historical
sketch,) i

Being mainly confined to the Tamil Country
they speak the Tamil tongue without exception.
But Sengundars or Kaikolars in the Chittore
district speak also Telngu, because of their
contact with other Telugu gpeaking people.
Xet even thegse Telugm speaking Sengundars
have Tamiliansg for their family priests.

- Sengundars are mainly Baivites, but a very
few converts to Vaishnavism are found in the
Chingleput, North Arcot and Tanjore Digtricts
only. Residence in the vicinity of Vaighna-

‘vite. centres of cnlture accounts for this

conversion. In the Tinnevelly District there
are some Sengunda converts to Christianity,
whose conversion cannot be traced to eurlier
than the middle of the 9th century,

Dispersion:

The Sengundar community
dispersed all ove

r the Tamil districts of the
more or less degree, Chittore
is the only Telugn district where they are

‘;:f);found in appreciable numbers. The more
. ancient settlementg o

'i'be found in the

f this community are to

Tanjore, South Arcot,
Chingleput and North Arcot Districts, Subse-

quently, expansion took two directions, West
towards the cotton growing
atore and Tinnevelly., The
tewmples of the Tinnevelly
his colonisation a8 having
‘in the early part of the 16th
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French settlements like Karaikal and
Pondicherry were originally peopled by mem-
bers of this community, as wag the case with
the early settlements of the English East India
Company on the Coromandel Coast, like
Madras and Fort St. David. Even to the
pregent day the descendants of these early
settlers continue to live there pursuing the
trade and industry that drew their ancestors
to these places.

A spirit of enterprise has never been lacking
among members of this community, and they
have voyaged beyoud to Ceylon, Burma, Straits
Settloments, the Federated Malay States,
South Africa and even British Guiana, not
mainiy in the capacity of indentured labourers,
but in that of independent traders and adven-
ood many have settled permanently

Departure f;gnj accepted custom had

not been noticéd¥t¢ any appreciable extent,
,1 Of late, ho &fﬁ owing to the incessant
”‘W"d hé communaljournal ‘Sengunda
mranﬁihg st popular communal journal,
in"Sowth Tndia with a circulation of 5,000, and
the community’s provincial Sangam, The South
Indian Senqunda Mahajana Sangam which
has nearly 100 Branches all over the Pregi-~
dency, a tendency to reform is seen to take
rapid strides, as evidenced by resolutions
paseed by recent provincial, district or local
conferences of members of the community.
Many of these resolutions have heen accepted
unanimously and some of the leading lights
of tho commaunity are getting the example of
giving effect to them. Before long, it is hoped
the idea of socical reform will take root,
Though interdining among members of the
community in varioug localities has alwayg
been the accepted rule, intermarriage wag
confined to a few neighbouring villages, evi-
dently for purpose of convenienceand economy,
A recent resolutlon passed by the commug.
nity’s conference reiterated by the same
-organisation at two different placesand timeq

[

SregrpusSEhe

Qrrpwemr_s  sorlgrsror
Qeddar. CGuofs Cariei gpselu @i efas
Ppi@iPur s0@uef vgruarssel p CureQa
srwrésnd), ygéQefl wpselu 9Qrers v an
vasefigns apsela Qs gaiser A%vg 5
exi. Qaary JLIS Gululuaise g
wlsiBeoi HOGS sHs5a apsredsalen ar
ampis Csryfloslhrys SSwrursdatery i
Qi pRsran® Qargir @dad_asefe &g
Sy sar.

108G e

afigrne sgubsrgy egfuwrs aperQen fl 5
plvi@n Broews @ govsPear e, aer s
GRpi PMmis BOW. Y P siremuwrs Paradr
Qag srsfgpaa Qooes, uinr, e @ri
e evgrueTser, gifu w@eow sr@aer,
Cssv@ifiar Quasesign Ihyg e swrey
qiGgis.L Catwsd sepdsiul @srderar
& vl Quar 5 shaar Qend sl Qurpide
Swururflsarrsen arpies Cs@Carsrsas
Jrswrewn Qelgararriaer: s sa0sQurdlp
QuEps Ggreesleri, Qi@urdgrerer sarwer
#Cgs Fiusgsiater S @I rp, a@urer
Cur@sners wig Qeawsré & & oo pis
VLB REQsran 4 BERmisarrigyd, P
dLdsefiCalu srswgurs g gaf i
e
vdioL apdshsfaldry  Swgsarery
9@ QuBe covawrss sgasmpw Herey & p
ul-g183 Qgrev peléites. g Qs st g
Be, @é caps s Dav Neir wrsnes, gdaer, o.ar
@57 warsr@aels fepQappiuii Brwrerd
sar a1 @ag5Cure, Qsereaf i Gur §GaGuw
s ecFmsserar gare deip 1859
Qup perer v, 5,000 FRETSTIRT Yo w g
wr e Q&rﬁgﬁﬁ Bifidr eergyn Q¢ rapsg
ﬁar. usBhens, Qrrgsaef Gy oy 100-4@
Cupul. B%nrésiansler yesi_w G;c&d’j
sgu Celigts wargar shimn T gy @é sap
848 wrerewi rman Qe p e
wrgin, Qresrisrgyi
Ws g mhgwrsCa reoQu Y amSerpg.
@s Biuradaeh p ue vam:;,grrc %pc.f::;
R arC 10, Qiges Pus
sar Foil papaps Qe
ﬁlw.air‘-:l?.l,'li am@ariser. Beir guip Reirgn.
sofie upds apsse Giﬁ@j,a&mdr Cagrer v
Quer aBiuridsiueRp g, B¢ rapssPar
;ﬂné_ ew uéﬁ Curgere adary urs®safigyip
TGP D ¢TSTICOMOTE @ipss s Aaxs
@39;,0;0«.9@6, Qlars/ﬁwg‘m’:,o;b Qﬁ?@f_’ ;’f
savgosye sGH daren wi @y KBz
Curgrarer Qe Briviseysgalelu s gy
UL[F_@F‘#- Q.’ '”'-.-‘ f@ @ﬂ" @j'@‘ wer
STl b Fiurafisatiu -0, Culraind [T
ofgnis Qnﬂt-_'r@.‘,ﬂbluéc‘ ' ' !

015 CiBpiga

A

Qeeirdar, .

Serraenpd

- however, are trying thei
. ¥agance in thia direetion,
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and supported and acted wupon in various
villages, has sanctioned ~wholesale inter-
marriages without limitation or reserve among
all the members of the community., Extra-
vagant ‘expenditure in marriages, betrothals
and other ceremonies and conventional dinners
efc. are getting rapidly reduced, thanks to the
efforts made by the educated members of the
community through the community’s journal
and Sangams. Public opinion is getting to be
shaped in these respects on progressive lines.

At a conference of the community held in
1929, there was a strong opposition to widow
remarriage but the conference of 1931 accorded
unanimous support to the remarriage of
issueless widows.

Ag this community generally performs post

~ puberty marriages it. remains unaffected by

the Sarda Act.

The Self Respect Movement has not taught
anything new to this community as it has
been following 'from time immemorial
the accredited principles of the movement,

_ excepting its attack upon the temples and
festivals. This Community had never had

brahmin priests. Priests born of the commu-
nity interdining and intermarrying with it
had always officiated first. Some of these
priests showed of late a separatist tendency,
and attempted to form themselves into a
superior group calling themselves Destkasrs,
avoiding interdining and intermarriage in the
community; but the sense of gelf respect of
the community roge high and threatened
boycott if the priests persisted in their separa-
tist tendency. Generally speaking, the priest
group ig gradually losing its hold,

The other aspect of the gelf respect move-
ment finds no support among the generality of
this community, They are ag loyal and devoted
88 ever to their templeg ang temple festivals
and pride themselves upon their being an
intepce religioug community, Educated and
thoughtful members of the community,

T best to check eoxtra-
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Diet: Vegetarian diet of the early cen-
taries was gradually replaced by a nonvegeta-
rian diet, but now the tendency is sagain
towardg a vegetariau diet.

In the matter of dress and diet this commu-
nity is keening sbreast of the changing and
progresgive fashions of the time,

Purdah : There had been no purdah in
this commaunity at any time in its higtory.

Joint Family : Agricnltural communities
may fnd it somewhat difficult to break up
the joint family; it may even be necessary fo
them; but in an industrial and artisan commu-
nity like this, every individual will be com-
pelled to be self reliant sooner or Jater in his
life and the proportion of divided families is
 decidedly on the increase.

Freqnent dispersion capnot take place
Pbacanse the natare of the indusiry to which
a large majority of the commaunity atick on
require group effort in certain stages which
will be impossible to gain in the event of dig~
pergion or isolation.

Communal Discipline in this community

is. confined mainly to communal morality,
prestige and religiouns obligations, and it has
pever attempted to prohibit any occupation on
the gecore that it will eutail degradation of
caste, )
' {Other means of livelihood: The educated
few in villages have taken to the teaching
profession while the well to do adopt agri-
culture or trade or both., The majority are
weavers, who are still sticking to the looms
in spite of ;the pitiful depresssion of prices
and wages everywhere, There igna tendency,
however, to -form sabcastes under any cire
cumstance,

HISTORICAL SKETCH

Name: The Sengundar Community has an
apcient and enviable history. Ttg original
neme - waa Kaikkolar (waéGssei) mesniog
those wha have the lance in their handa, (swdr=
Band, Card =1 ance)). Its ancestorsformed the

msin hereditary fighting force of the G
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Cholz Kings of the 10th, 11th and 12th
centuries A. D., and are referred to in the

ingeriptions of the period as the ‘Great.

Katkkolg army’ (Kaikkolap perum padai—
waslerers Gugb ume), They had made the
victorious might of the Chola Kings felt ali

“aver the Southern Peninsula in those centa-

ries, The military character of this commu-
nity is amply borne out by the name Sengun-
dar, which means “The Bearer of the Red

- Lance™(8en-Red, Knndam-Lance), . e. the lance

~ slained with the bleod of the enemy.- One of
 the greatest posts of the Tamil Country,Ottak-

koothar (pcda $47) by name, belonged to
“this community, and be had the unique privi-

lege of distinguishing himself as the chief
minister of three anccessive Chola Kingg (1118~
1176 A. D.), besides having besn for a short
period virtnal ruler of the realm as Regent
daring the minority of Kulothunga 1I. This

- greal poet gang the glories of thig commuuity

in the immortal verse “'Itti Ezhubadn” {r&4
Qugus) ‘soventy guartraina on the lance’ and
gave it the postical title of Sengundar, which,
along with ‘*Kaikkolar,’ has ever, since been the
vame by which it came fo be distingnished
from the other South Indian Communities.
Ag hereditary members of the fighting force
of the Chola Empire, they weilded considera-

ble power and influence in the state ag the

ministers and officers of the King's housshold
snd as guardians of the famous tomples built
by the kings in those daye. For thig reagon
they were accustomed to be called ‘Mudaliars’
(Principa} men), a title which their descen-
dants have retained to the present day.

. Needless to say that as at that time the Saivite

- without exception a gaivite one;
- proud of thelr warlike traditions
‘adopted the war-god Subram

" legendary exploits gubg
‘ tham 2p a8 hiz comrad
= #o ok Wi}

Calt way making rapid progress and capturing

Ahe imagination of the people owing to the

great prosel)‘vbizing activities of its propogators
and devotees, the Sengundar community was

and being
its members
) ania ag their
with whom ang whose
equent tradition linked

' Wrades and brothren, A
egendary belief is still pregerved

Guardisn Deity,

BRI, {or o omPed) - factical
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celebrated for gix cohgecutive da'ya in the month
of November in all Subramania temples in
South Indis, and in this festival the members
of the Sengundar Community take a very
active part. In fact, in many of the big
temples of South India this festival is celebra-
" ted by members of this Community alone.

When the Chola Empire broke up, the Great
Kaikkola Army had to be disbanded, and its
members had, therefore, to seitle down to
some peaceful occupation or trade. Thus, the
digbanded Warrior Battalions, accugtomed fo
live and fight in cordial comradeship, settled
down in large groups in the various villages
of the Chola Kingdom, and took to weaving—
an Industry in which such group comrade-
ghip could be utilised to the wtmost advan-
tage.

A Demaocratic System of Clan Govern-
ment: In the days of the Vijayanagaram
Empire, to preserve the homogeneity of this
warrior clan, an admirably efficient sysiem of
Clan Government, based on the representa-
tive principle, was evoived, and the terri-
tory occupied by the entire clan wasg divided'
into 72 districts (Kilai nadugal 8% wsrGser
each compriging of a number of villages
occupied by the members of this community
alone. Thege 72 districts were grouped under
four Major Districts (Thisai nadugal Fee sr@
&s) in the midst of which, almost occupying a
central pesition, lay the Capital or the ‘Maha-
padu’ (wsss:@) at Conjeevaram. The ‘Maha-
nada’ was thelappellate authority,and had the
privilege of presiding at all communal
gatherings which were being summoned from
time to time to settle disputes among the
different villages, and to formulate the commu-
nal law. Such gatherings consisted of elected
representatives of all the 72 districts. Each
of the 4 major districts and the 72 minor
districts also had the right to assemble re-
presentative communal gatherings for their
respective areas to award decisions on local
affairs. The unit of this system' wag the
. village, and each village was presided over

by an elected headman. In short, the whole
"/ gystem was a regular hierarchy of represen-
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~the . local self-governing

_affairgartisan commnu

in South India which has. been familar with
democratic ingtitutions of a highly organised
and efficient type for the last five or six
centuries. Relics of this system are even now
existing in Sengundar villages, though the
modern wave of nationalism is sweeping them
to the background.

Occupation: Next to agriculturs, weaving
has been the most important industry in this
Presidency, and the members of this commu-
nity having adopted, progpered very well in
it. Their skill and industry made the fabrics
manufactured by them world-famous, and they
were among the aeveral atiractions that had
drawn the early European traders to the East,
Iu fact, the expert skill of several of thege
weavers was 80 much in demand at the factory
towns set up by the English and the French
Eagt India Companies on the Coromandel
const, that a large number of them were
encouraged fo colonise towns like Madras,
Cuddalore_ and Pondicherry. The early
prosperity of these towns and the companies
owning them wag in a large meagure due to
the industry, skiil and good faith of these
colonists of the Sengunda Community and
their descendants. Quite in contrast with this
past glory and prosperity, its present conditions
botbleconomic and political, ig most dighearten-
ing, if not deplorable. The® competition of
Manchester for the past seven decades, and
that of Japan since recently, have almost
killed its bandloom industry and the trades
connected with it and brought abject poverty
on hundreds of thousands of the commnnity.
The Reforms of 1919 have placed all avai-
lable political power and influence in the
hands of the landowning and mercantile
.eommunities, and have only tended to per-
petuate the inequalities - already oxisting
between community anfl community in thig
caste-ridden land, 1n the present state of
nties like the Sengunthars
cannot. agpire to have any repregentation
b, et Ly Tl
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poor and unrepresented community have
become neglected, however valuable their
economic importance may be,

To give only one illustration, while geveral
villages peopled exclugively by members of
this community, have no Taluk Board Schools
to bhoast of, hamlets where only a few
families of the rich and influential communi-
ties live, have free achools in their midst
maintained out of the public funds, Even in
gelecting the sites of these schools, the
convenience of the richiand the influential
few only are attended to, much to the in-
convenience of the poor and uninfluen-
tial many,

To add to its migerable plight the Congress
Movement has totally crippled the industries
and trades traditionally pursued by members
of this community. The boycott of foireign
piece goods and foreign yarn, and the spread
of handepinning and khaddar weaving even
among communities which had never taken to
gach industries till now, have heaped congi-
derable misery on the members of this
* gommunity, who have so deeply fallen into

Araditional and agelong ruts as to find it
almost impossible to step out of them suddenly
and take to newer walks and channels and
brave competition with timely resourcefulness
and flexible adaptability.

Madras,

7-11-31. M. Shanmukhasundara Mudaliar.
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