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Aﬁm ‘@)rs@uﬁ “Bveui s@Hn @)% ! Briw!” srews @a The view of Leibl.n'z., ex;)ressed in the Monadology
?”@‘”w‘-/a“"r Yyouadln B p 6T et ST iTH gaid must bo carefully distinguished from the Cartesian
thum,ﬁ;ﬁ Oam@‘ﬁa%wu&la:@gl u@IQqu wreury, trgument (derived from Ansclm) that the idea of God

involves His existence, because if He does not exist
el G n wr b GU&; . '
a;m @@uu,ﬁﬂ)gw DRTESPS & a more perfect Being may be conceived, namely une

wm;ﬂ @05 QaawsgsFar QuapourCari 4 g oxist. It is also to be distintinguished
»Geu_,,@ from the view of Spinoza, which amounts o saying
_p/mmﬂ B g7 gy _g,emafu/t@géﬁruﬁ’ Frgw. that the essence of God involves Hig existence,

# hipd Qs&r@@ Pou a'v, o5 oyib J,/Q,('gm because all essence exists, all that ig possible is actual.

52; )ﬁ;)alré:jz‘é O st L TOGITLOGD Bue As againt Descartes’s proof Leibniz argues that it is
incomplete, for the idea of a most perfect being might

perhaps be self-contradictory, like the idea of the

' swiftest possible motion or the greabesh possible num-
5@‘@&@ @Pr@"ﬁ’ Oerers. 9 sl Yaahup e Thus, after stating the Oartesmn argument,
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Leibniz says: ‘But it is to be noted that the only
logical conclusion is: ““ If God is yossible, it {follows
that He existr’’. For we cannot safely use definitions
in order to reach a conclusion, until we know that
these dcfinitions are real or that they involve no
contradiction. The reason of this is that from notions
which involve a contradiction opposite conclusions
may be drawn ab the same time, which is absard.
To illustrate this I usually tuke the instance of the
swiltest possible motion, which involves an absurdity.
For, suppose a wheel to revolve with swiltest possible
motion, i8 it not evident, that if any snoke of the
whecl be made longer ’ [produced, in the mathematical
sense] ‘its extremity will move more swiltly than
a miil on the cireumferonce of the wheel ! whercfore
the motion of tho eircumferoncs is not the swiltest
possible, as was supposed by the hypothesis. Yob ab
first sight it may appeat that wo have an idea of the
swiftcst possible motion ; for we seemn to undurstand
what we are saying, and nevertholess we have no idex
of impossible things.” Meditationes de Coynitione,
Veritate ef Iden. ‘Therefors thers is assuredly reason
to doubt whether the idea of the greatest of all beings
is not uncertain, and whether it does not involve
some contradiction. For I quite understand, for ins-
tance, the nature of motion and velocity, and what
“ the greatest'’ is. Dut I do not understand whether
these are compatible, and whether it is :nossible to
combine them into the one idea of the greatest velo-
city of which motion is capable. In the sayme way,
although I know what * being > is, and what the
“greatest’” and the ‘‘most perfect’’ are, nevertheless
I do not therefore know that there is not a hidden
confradiction involved in combining these together, as
there actually is in the instances I have just given
... Yet T admit that God has here a great advantage
over all other things. For in order to prove that He
exists, it is sufficient to prove that He is possible,
which is not the case with regard to anything clse that
I know of... Simple forms [i. e. living principles] are
the source of things. Now I maintain that all simple
forms are compatible with one another. . .. If this
be granted, if follows that the nature of God, which
containg all simple forms taken absolutely, is possible.
Now we have proved ahove that God, is provided He
ig possible. Thercfore He exists.” Thus Leibniz, as
he himsalf says, holds a middle position between
those who regard the Cartesian proof as a sophism
and those who say that"it is a complete demonstration.
God’s existenece, for Leibniz, follows immediately from
His possibility, for all real possibility includes a ten-
deney to existence, and there can be nothing to hinder
this tendency in a being supposad to be perfect. In

the Reponses aux Deugiemes Objections, Descartes
maintains the possibility of the idea of a most per-
fect being. But he does not make this a prominent
or essential part of his proof, as Leikniz docs.

In the Animadversiones in partem gencralem Princi-
piorum Cartesianorum Leibniz suggests that the argu-
ment might be simplified by omitting the reference to
‘ perfection,” and merely saying ¢ a necessary Being
exists—or a Being whose ¢ssence is existence, or
Being in itself exists —as is evident from the terms.
Now God is such a boing (from the definition of God),
therefore God exists. This argument holds if it be
granted that a necessary belngediadsible and does
not involve a controdies y -
thing, that the egfffCg
is possible.’ %o

‘those who hold that from notions, idzas, dm’nitions
or possible cssences alone we can never infer actual
existence...deny ‘the possibility of being in itself’
[ens a se). Bub *if being i vtself is impossible, all
beings through another’ [entia abd alio] ‘are also
impossible, since indeed they are only through being
in itself: thus nothing can cxis.’

As against Spinoza, Leibniz's argument would be
that not all thab is possible is actual, bub only the
comypossible or compatible. There are unreatized
‘ possibles,” essonces which do nob involve existence,
and consequently the necussary being, whose cssence
involves existence, is mot the all, hubis something
distinet from the world of created things The esseuce
of & created being does not involve its cxistenes,
because it is limited, and thus its "cxistence depends
upon its ‘fitting into " other c¢ssences sO a8 $0 consti-
tute, along with thew, tho hest possible world. But
the essence of n necessary heing involves its exish-
enco hecause it is unlimited. There is nothing to
hinder or condition its existence, and accordingly, if 16
bhe possible, it must exist The value of Leibniz's
argument dopends on the worth of the distinction he
mukes between ‘possible’ and ‘compossible,” that i8
to say between a metaphysical or absolute necessity
and a moral or inclining necessity. How uare these
two kinds of necessity related to ore -another ? It is
hardly a satisfactory solution of the opposition betb-
ween them to refer tho one to the understanding and
the other to the will of God. We have here again
the fundamental weakness of Lebniz’s philesophy, the
uncertainty of the relation hetwe:n the principle of
contradicton and that of sufficient reason.

Kant rejects the whole argument as a paralogism.
on the ground that ‘existence’ can never bea predi-
cate, that is to say, that we are never justified logically
in passing from a mere idea o the existence of its
content. Sce Critique of Pure Reason, Rosenkranz, ii
462 ; Hartenstein, ii. 456; Meiklejohn's Tr., 364.)
Tt is true that we can naver pass from a mere idea to
the existence of its content ; but to adduce this as an
argument here is to beg the question. For a mere idea
is an idea of that which may he non-existent, while
the idea of a necessary being is the idea of thab
which cannot be non-cxistent. Gaunilo in his Liber
pro insipiente, anticipates the objeetion of Kant, and

"to this Anselm replied in his Liber apologeticus contra

respondentem pro insipiente, siying, among other
things: ‘Let us assume that the Summum cogitiable
need not exist merely becauss it is thought. Mark

the consequence. That which can be thought withj .
out really existiting would not, if it did exist, be 4’

Summum cogitabile ; so that, by the hypothesis, y
Summum cogitabile is and is not the Summum cogtte
abile, which is in the last degres absurd.’ ) g
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