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0 born in days when wits were fresh aud clear,

And life ran gaily as the sparkling Thames
Before the strange disease of modern life,

With its sick hurry, its divided aims,
Its heads o’tax’ed, its palsied hearts, was rife—

Fly hence, our contact fear !
8till fly, plunge deeper in the bowering wood !
- Averse, as Dido did with gesture stern
From her false friend’s approach in Hades turn,
- Wave us away, and keep thy Solitude.”

“ But fly our paths, our feverish contact fly .1
"~ . For strong the infection of our mental strife,
| “Which, though it gives no bliss; yet spoils fo? rt?st=
" And we should win thee from thy own fair life,
" Like us distracted, and like us unblest.
Soon, soon thy cheer would die;
Thy hopes grow timorous, and unfix’d thy powers,
" Anad thy clear aims be cross and shifting made:
And then thy glad perennial youth vyould fa,df,
Fade, and grow old at last and die like ours.
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J‘Then fiy our greetings, fly our speech and smiles;
;. —As some grave Tyrian trades, from the sea,

. Descried at sunrise an emerging prow
 Lifting the cool-hair'd creepers stealthily,

- ~The fringes of & southward-facing brow

. Among the Zgean isles *

And saw the merry Grecian coaster come,

Freighhted with amber grapers, and Chian wine;

Green bursting figs, and tunnies steep’d in brine;
And knew the intruders on his ancient home,
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