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The First South Indian
Sengunthar Conference, Erode
(18—1—1929)
WELCOME ADDRESS TO

The Hoa'ble Diwan Bahadur
M. KRISHNAN NAIR, Ba.BL.CLE

Law Member, Government of Madras

Honoured Sir,

O.n behalf of the Sengunthars of South
India we have the greatest pleasure to
accord you our heartiest welcome to our

First Conference in this centra)l town of
Erode.

It is a well-known fact that the
Textile and the Dyeing Industries of the
South were once in such a flourishing
condition as to excite the envy and
jealousy of the foreign countries where-
in there was a great demand for our
goods. The Sengunthar Community was
then in its palmy days and enjoyed a
large share in the local manufacturing
industries and the foregin trade of the
country. Some of the still-surviving
names of piece-goods and sarees attest
to the greatness of these industries. For
these very names are even to-day guar:
antee for fine, artistic, and durable
texture, and for fast colour. Not only
this. Many architectural buildings de-
dicated to the Almighty in Southern
India bear ample testimony to the past
culture and prosperity of this Commu-
nity. Alas! Such a Community has now
fallen on evil days. The Industrial
Competition of the West for the last two
centuries and more, and of the East in
recent times, aided by organised capita-
lism and mechanical skill, have very
nearly killed our foreign trade, and won
a great share of the local demand for
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textile goods, to the detriment of the
economic independence of our Commu-

nity.

Sir, next to Agriculture, the weaving

and dyeing industries were finding
n and means of livelihood for

occupatio
and

a great percentage of the people,
especially so, of our Community. Now
the question of unemployment and of
the consequent miseries of the industrial
classes, which are pecoming more and

more acute day by day, must be the
coucern not only of the people, but also
of thé Government in any well-ordered
State. With this view, we plead before
you for greater State help to resuscitate
the hand-loom industry of the Countryv.
Intensive propaganda on up: to-date me-
thods, financial help through Co-opera-
tive Societies, training for our youths in
woll-equipped Textile Schools and in
foreign Countries are some of the ways

that we would suggest.

Your experience as an administrator
and as a leader, we beliove, will be of
immense value in devising ways and
means for the elevation or uplift of our

present lot.

We feel greatly honoured by your
presence which is a sign of your sym-

pathy for our community and our cause.

Your elevation to the Executive Council

is a matter for pride and rejoicing among
the whole Non-Brahmin Community.
We hope and pray that you may long be
spared to continue your useful work for
our Country and Community.
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Sir, we have, therefore, the greatest

pleasure to request you to open this
Conference.

We remain,
Honoured Sir,
Your loving Friends and Admirers,

The Members of the Rgception Committee

The Soath Indian Senguutha Mahajana
Sangam, Madras,
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Members of the Reception Committee
of the First South Indian Sengunthar
Conference, and the South Indian Sen-
guntha Mabajana Sangam, ladies and
gentlemen,—

I thank you most warmly for your very
kind welcome on this occasion, 1 wish
I could speak to youin Tamil. I may
tell you, ladies and gentlemen, that I
know Tamil, I also know how to speak
Tamil, though it will not be in idiomatic
and chaste language, I do not want to
speak to you in bad Tamil. In anticipa-
tion, ladies and gentlemen, of your kind
permission, 1 shall speak to you in
English,and my friend Mr. M.Shanmuka-
sundara Mudaliar will translate to you
in Tamil what I amsaying in English.

1. The Name * Sengunthar,’

It gives me considerable pleasure to
open your conference this morning. One
of my friends told me that the meaning
of “Sengunthar” is “Bearers of red lan-
ces.” The lance is red by the blood stain-
ed. This expression therefore indicates
that your lances are always stained with
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the blood of your enemies, and, in other
words, you are a valiant race.

2. The Past glory and present poverty of
the Community.
You state in your address that your

community enjoyed prosperous days in
the past and it has now fallen on evil
days. I sympathise with you in your
present trouble. I wish success and
prosperity to your community. The
prosperity of your community is the
prosperity of the State as a whole.
It is because I wish prosperity to your
community that I readily accepted the
kind invitation of the organisers of
this conference to open this conference.

3. The importance of the Weaving
Industry.

You stale in your address that the
textile and dyeing industry is next
in importance only to agriculture, May
1say, ladies and gentlemen, that it is an
accurate statement. Food is the first
requiste of man, and next to that comes
clothing. Therefore, it is correct to say
that agriculture is the most important
industry,and next to it comes the textile

industry.

4, The Value of Eaglish Education to the
Commuaity.

Your community, I undeystand,
comes to about 4 lakhs 1n this pre-
sidency—not an insignificant number.
I am also told that the pereentage of
those who know English in your com-
munity comes to only half a p. c. This
is a very unsatisfactory state of affairs.
Ladies and gentlemen, English has
come to stay amidst us. [tis, I need
hardly say, essential that you should
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cultivate your vernacular. Your vern-
acular is bound to be for all time to
come the language of the people and the
language of the masses. But English has
its own value, most particularly under
modern conditions, in our country.
In the first place, it is a very rich
language ; secondly, it is the political
language of India. and practically
the commercial language of the whole
world. In order, therefore, that you
may be able to hold yourownin the
commercial world, it is necessary that
your young men should learn that
language, so that they may correspond
with the traders and merchants of all
parts of the globe. I would eagnestly
request you, therefore; to impart
Eneglish education to your young men,
may I say, to your young women
also.

85, How the Government Can Help the
Community.

You make several suggestions in
your address calculated to improve
your community. I regard these sug-
gestions as wise ones. I think it is
necessary that more textile peripatetic
parties than exist at present are neces-
sary for imparting instructions in the
textile industry to the young menand
women of your community. I think it
is also desirablo that more textile schools
should be cstablished in the Presidency.
It would also be a good thing if co-
operative banks for the purchase and
sale of yarn and cloth are started to help
the community. It would also be a very
good thing that some of the cleverest
young men of your community are
sent to foreign countries to learn the
arts on Gevernment scholarships. You
make some of these suggestions in
your address. The Portfolios relating
to these subjects are notin my hands.
They are in the hands of my Hon.
colleague Mr, M. R. Sethurathnaimn lyer,
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He is a sympathetic Minister, and
I promise you that I will speak
about these, your needs, to my Hon.
colleague, aud I have no aoubt he will
listen to them sympathetically as far as
it lies in his power to carry them out.

[ thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for
your kindness towards me and very
cordial welcome to me. I wish success
and prosperity once again to your com-
munity, and have great pleasure in

declaring this great Conference open.
[ ] *
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* RESOLUTIONS

by the bF irzt .S;ng’z;z;
. “onference opened by the on'
\ thar Confer PM. K);'ishnan yhing
Low Member to the
Madras, at Erode, and
iy held under the pressdency of M.n.Ry.
S Ao Ve Caduthsah Mwdalsay Avl., B.A.,
" B.Le .Snma:iau-bmerat. Fonds=
. cheryys on the 1Yeh and LUth January,

g 1989 i~
1. Political
1. Loyul:y Resolutron .~ 1his Conference
expressus its loyalty to His Mujesty the
Kiug wperor, and fervently prays to
the Aumgnty that His Majesly may
spoedily recover tron his 1li-heaith.

.

Q. Welcome to the Simon Commismion : @
‘Deputat.on to watt on the Lommasion — Lhi8
Culilerelice Weolcuilles 1o Ruyal Staiu-
tory Cuunission on lhdiail Relors,
and coustiiuies e utlowiug Cotniuliive
cousisiiug VI WU leaulug ieilivols of
the collinuBily from cacn distict with
Mr. V. S. Seugottialh Mudelatr as e
Prosiqent aud  Mro o Shuuinukla-
suudara Mudallar, M. Wi, a3 (e
Secrelary, W represeul ue disablilios
ald hoeas of our cotniunily betore the

Cowmlssiot.
Names of Members of th. Committes,

Coimbatore District.

M.R.Ry. V. S. deugoitial Mudaliar Avl,

Municipal Leuncilior und Gatwn Merchant,
Cowmoalere {Csondcat),

M.R.Ry. S. Meenakstusundara
Muualiar Avl, B.A, LT,

Headmaster, Kugan s High dchosl,
divagangu, Lrode,
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Salem Diatrict.

M.R.Ry. T. R. Kundappa Mudaliar Avl,,
. Dustrict and ['aluk Board Member and
Yarn Merchant, Twruchengode,

M.R.Ry. M. Ramaswamy Mudaliar Avl.,
Municipal Councillor, Salem

Trichinopoly District,
M.R.Ry. A. Annamalai Mudaliar Avl,,
Municipal Councillor, Karur,
M.RRy.T. §. V. Sabapathy Mudaliar
) Av],,
M ira_u\{ar. Turaiyir,
' Tanjore District, ’
M.R.Ry. T. N. Sabapathy Mudaliar Avl,
©° VieelChairman, Muricipal %ouncil[
MR.Ry: V. Ratna Mudaliar avl. "
" Y BA,BL,
Advocate, Mayavoram.
Madura District. '
M.R.Ry. S;ESall';iqi Mudaliar Avl,,
'_Ex. Municipal Councillor, Madura,
M.R.Ry. K: V. Ramasamy Mudaiiardw-‘
R o . Avl,
Mirasdar, Palani,
Ramnad District.
. 8. Sivasubramania
Mudaliar Avl,

Land-lord, Aruppukottai.
M.R.Ry. M Padampiriya Muda‘l'ia: k&vgl‘.,

!

»

M.R.Ry. A.

Land-lord, Mandalamanikkam, -

Tinnevelly District.
MR.Ry. T. P. K. Arumuga Mudaliar
: Banker and Land.lord, [enkayi,
M.R.Ry. V. S. Sankarasubrammania -
Mudaliar Avl, B.A., B.L.,
T inneoelly,
,  South Arcot District.
MRRy. V. K. Munisamy Mudaliar Av],,
Oustrict Board Member, Kallalampunai,
M.R.Ry. C. P. Ratnasabapathy
Mudatiar Avl, B,A,, BL,,
V akil, Cuddalere,
North Areot District.
M.R.Ry. M. V., Bhimaraja Mudaliar Avl,,

Taluk Board Member and Ex-Municipal
Chairman, Gudiyattam,

M.R.Ry. S. Thangavelu Mudaliar Avl,,
o Taluk Board Member, Panappakkam,

.
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Ce e * divedveni, Popyt.

. 8w, 8. aa. suruf ypdurt, Shusstmai,

T peliue Qewafea, Huermi.

S d. sjfe qppdduni, 8 0., S.0a.,
. wiffe, vruesa

Wi,
£o. adv. orv paeluni,
w1gf Gpefifue DawerRat, npms,
Ba. %s. & 11verd gppelusi,
B dandvari, Lpd.

@arpspiyad,
8@ ©. Ce, 0bs. RumSruadu gppedus i,
‘ dosdvsei, A@YIQar e,
Be. urseddur orsuri,
C et dsrevgnd, welteooreaflied,

£5Gaa0aes,
8. 9. 8. Cs. gogrs paciurt,
: uroei, drnavsrd, QadrarP,

Ba. o. adv, rirasany svadlu gpaSuri,
4.9.?. , .ed,, aslw, & iasagnt,

Gadpar 6,
8. d.Qa. grefiond grpdliuni,
faor Curi® @ sibut, sdmrei ey,
Bm R, 09, thmeurufigrpdiuni, § e ,d.ou.,
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Argren Qurt® Quiouk, ueryurdeis,
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_Ghingleput Distriet, ,
M.R.Ry. M.qsamllmda Mudaliar Avl, ..
o Municipal Couscillor, Conjeevaram,

. §. Rawavelu wiudalar Avl,
MﬁlﬁyBoard Memoer and ¥ ice-Cnarrman,

Municipul Councily daidupels
Malabar Dastrict. . o
M.R.Ry. K.MumuxumarasaglMudahar

ok ]
Miradar, K?uentj‘!‘{s_-
Madras.

, ia Mudaliar Avl,
MRRy. P. V. Natarais Mudaliar 4

du Religious Lnuew.nent
Commissioner, Hindu \ b Enawgnenl |

. M. Shunmukhasundara
M.RRy Mudailar AVie, M.A¢, LT,

Seoretary, South Ingian _engunthu Muhajana

) Edutor, “"Oenguntha Murun”,
Sangam, and Muagaras (Seoretary).

3. How the Government should help the
Community :—1'his.Conlerence regrots that
the Governmeut of Madras uus not

‘sutliciently helped the commuulty by

eaiployiug 18 newmbers 10 We vatious
Services ullder 118 cunliuly Ur 10 aly way
wuterinlly Juruictiig s advauceinent
and progress 1u trade aiiu duey, and
requests that, ul Jeast Ll 1ULALG, e
Governwent wiil adequately

(1) protect the lxp‘xq-louxn.ixchqsuy
and the trades cunnocted wivh 1,

(%)« inancially and othiel wise support
all business onierprises stalled Wil We
object Ul LTPIUVIDE the UG Of Jle comn-
muuify,

(3) spread 1wee aud compulsory ele-
mentary educalion 1 eacu and every
village where Senguiitaals 11ve,

(4) ‘arrange for more etficient and
intensive propaganda on the part of the
Texule and Co-opoerative Leparumonts,
particuiarly in localtiies pccupled by the
meinbesa of the cowmunliy,

(5) award speciul scholarships to
enable the studenis of the community to
avtain uigher colluginte uud wohuical

Rhrurgbsd
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: Gadtar, _ :
8. S, &. settg sduri, S 6., S.0.,
Gpawsrar Quar® ol apewd,
Be.ai. sangpeaipr Gpadduni, au.e., ve 4.,
‘Qragrs uipia geflui (aaundst),

8. evspsajsii gpsnestauautia .—
— T FL Y e dlamwaaf i, Cur@r
A1l GRBSBEE P, DEFoS SO wipss
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a4 Qeisps dsfree

education in India, and in foreign
countries,

6) ewploy English educated mem-
bers of the commuunity in various depart-
ens ol the Guvernment in proporvion

to the populauon steengin of the com-
muuty.

~ . =

k 4. Representation of the Community in the
Legulative Louncil ana other Uemocrutic Bodies:
— 1 Cuntorcuce, While regretting to
pownt oui to the Government of Madras
lnat b0 fur 1t hus dlscegurded the right
ot representallon of this couunuuity in
the Legisiauve Council, District, Taluk
aud Uulon Boards, Muuicipalities, Dis-
trict Eaucational Councils, Lemple Cum-
nutiees, etC,, requests that 1n e above
bodles, & certaln uuwber of seats pro-
puruonate to the population of the
CuNHLULLLY De Meserved and mowbers of
the cvinuunily Be nowluated 10 thein 8O
thal wwis-disabllily of non-representation
may be remuved at an early date,

O. Government Publications and the Sengun-
thar Cominunily -—

(«) L'is Conterence strongly con-
dellhs coliall seulBLCes uppoaring 1n
sullle Ol Wi® DUUKS published Dy the
(rovernuisnt oI Mauras, wlich, busides
buing far irow the truilly unreasonably
disciedll 8l dlslonoulr vur cudllunity.

(o) Ts Coniorence requests the
Soutn Jluwan  denguutha  Muanajana
Paugall W appolul & voutlluliiee W press
belore thie (uveruinent of Madras uhe
urgoent need Ior tbe deletion or aitera-
o Of suth LLJELUVLADIS Passages (rom
wiels publicatious,

tion of this culnmauity 18 large 1o the
districts ot Culinuators, Salem, North
Arcoy, douth Arcot, ana Cluugleput, this
Gonferelce 18 vl VPINILL, Wwat 1u vach of
tnese aisweicls o tahaluats of the com-
niunily van be selcCied o swana for the
REXL gonersl cloclions 1o We Legislative
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"~ elections.

[ ‘ -
6. The Next Eleccions :— As the popula- - :

o, wrfd”

Council, and it empowers the South
Indian Senguutha Maihajana Sangam
tn appoint for aach district A committes
of not less than five members to select
tha candidates and to work wholg-
heartedly for the success of these candi-
dates without any consideration of
political or other differences.

% Agit is felt, in the very backward

state of our community, indulgence in
per<onal diff-rences of opinion on the
part of individual members of our com-
munity at the time of the elections, will
lead to the ultimate ruin of the com-
munity. this Conference request3 every
member of our community to set aside
such differences having in view only
communal feeling, and work for the
cuceess of our candidates who aspire for
geats in erach and every elective body,

8, This Conference desires that mem-
bers of our community, at. the time of
the «lections and at other times, should
8o conduct themselves as not to create
misunderstandings with other commy-
nities and as far as possible work in
harmony with them.

9. Voting Sirength :—This Conference
requests our people to try to increage tl_)e
number of voters of our community in
all porsible ways hefore the next Council

L

10. Temperance :—This  Conference
deeply regrets that the Finance Member
to the Government of ~Madras has
obstructed the provision of Rs. 4 lakhs
which the Hon'ble Mr. Muthish
Mudaliar wanted to 8et apart for

carrying out propaganda in lfavour-.ot-

prohibition.

1L, Irrigation:—This Conference re-
quests the Government _o_f_Madras to
provide irrigation facilities to the
peighbouring districts of Salem _and
Coimbatore from the Metur Reservoir,
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12 As large tracts of wet lands
depending unon the Pilar River remain
barron for vears owing tn the failure
of floods in the river and in eonsa-
quenea g2verd families - f farmers have
becore mired.  this  Conference ro-
quists the Gov rament of Madras 1o
ingaire into the causes of this failure
an:: to devise carly measures for the
relief of such farmers.

I13. Age o’ Conseat :—This Conference
requests the Government of India to pass
alaw fixing the age of consent of girls
at 16 and hoys ar 20.

14. Thig Crnferariee reguests the
Tndiqn Sergantha Maha.(]!-‘-na Sangfronu?(;
appoint a committee to make known to
the G.nvm'n ment of Madras the aims
and W3sh9s f this Confarence and the
resolutions passed during its session.

II. Commercial and {odustrial,

15, Help from the Co-operative and Textile
Departments :— As most of the merchants
of our community carry on the same
trade_ in one and the same place, which
practice leads to unhealthy competition
anq deterioration in the quality of the
?.rthlos vend 'd, and cons--quently results
- in discrediting the business, decreasing
the profits of the traders, and bringing
poverty upon the weavers at the hand.
. looms, this Conference, with a view to
remedy such a deplorable state of things
resolves to request the Government '

(i) to off r sufficient aid and en-
couragement to co-operative commercial
enterprises that may be started in
suitable places by members of our
community,

(ii) to arrange for an igtensive pro-
paganda on the benefits of co- operative
societier and hanks 1u lecalities peopled
by members of our community,

-
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iii) to establish textile institutes
in viﬁlages with a large population and
arrange to educate weavers to produce
.ewer and more varied patterns by
frequent lectures and pamphlets issued
in Tamil to enable them to understand

such subjects,

(iv) to award scholarships to iptqlli-
gent young men of our community to
enable them to acquire spepla.hsed
knowledge in textiles in India and
elsewhere.

111, Rduoational,

16, Sengunthar Education Fund: As edu-
cation sisg the prime factor in the
advancement of a country or community
and as our people are backward in that
respect, this Conference resolves thata
« Sengunthar Education Fund” under
the management of the SouthIndian Sen-
guntha Mahajana Sangam, Madras, be
raised in the following ways, with a
view to grant scholarships and free
boarding, etc., to deserving young men
of our community seeking higher educa-
tion, and to enlighten by propaganda
the illiterate and ignorant adults of our
community :—

(i) Every Senguntha merchant ghould
agree to pay regular Mahamai to the
“ Education Fund” in the manner in
which the merchants of Madras and
Saidapet are new doing.

(ii) Each and every Sengunthar should
make it his duty to cuntrgbute whq.t he
can afford to the * Education Fund.
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(iii) The surplus funds of every‘Con-.
ference of our comununity should be
added to the Education Fund.

(iv) A portion of the common fand
in each and every village of our com-
munity should be added to the Educa-
tion Fund. .

(v) Fixed fees should be regularly col-
lected on ceremonial occasions in every
Sengunthar family as donations to the
Education Fund.

(vi) A lottery should be instituted in
aid of the * Rducation Fund” as early
as possible.

17. Help from the Government :—S0 that
every member of this community, young
and old, man and woman, may attain
sufficient vocational and general educa-
tion this Conference requests the
Government '

@) to bring into immediate anrd
universal force the Elementary Educa-
tion Aet of 1920, so that every village
of ours with a population of 500 may
have a free school in the near future,

(ii) to establish a textile institute in
every centre within a radius of 5 miles
of which at least 300 weavers live,.”

(iii) to send more frequently than at
present demonstrators of the textile and
dyeing industries to teach new methods
and improvements in the industries, to
the very villages where our people live,
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{iv) to start everywktere aduit night
schools to increase literacy among grown

up men.

18. A Scheme of Adult Education to be
worked oul by the Head Sangam : To further
the last-mentioned course, this Confer-
ence requests the Soutb Indian Sen-

guntha Mahajana Sangamm, Madras, to

- formulate a scheme of adult education

for grown up illiterates in our commu-
nity and work it out on an extensive
scale throughout the Presidency through
its propagandists and lecturers, meeting
its expenses from out of the proceeds of
-the Education fund.

1V. Pertaining to Youths,

19. This Counference is of opinion that
in our community bands of young social
workers be’formed in every village who
should practice in serving the commu-
nity by working for the Sanitation and
Health of the village and helping in
general meetings and conferences and
keeping themselves physically and
morally fit for such wotk by undergoing
regular disciplinary exercises.

20. This Conference is of opirion that
youths of our comn,unity should associate
themeselves in all meetings convened by
enlightened men, engage themselves
in periodical competitions to improve
their knowledge, and also strive to
discontinue such of the customs and
conventions which tend to lower their
self-respect, even though they may be
ancient in their origin, and avoid other
practices and habits which weaken their
manhood. :

91. ' This Cenference is of opinion that
the youths of our community should
learn to respect all that is good and
great, serve good causes, and show
respect and consideration to women. *

V. Exposing Impostors.

99. This Conference strongly con-
demns the action of some people living
in the Ramnad distriot called * Naga-
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basathars” and others in the Coimbatore
district called ‘“Melakkars,” and some
others in some other districts, who have
been recently, and for some time past,
appropriating for themselves the name
of Sengunthars and making the Govern-
ment and the public believe that the
practice of dedicating girls is prevalent
in the Sengunthar community as g
whole from ancient times, and open-
ly publishing in the news-papers their
new-fangled theories and resoly-
tions, and thus bringing discredit and
dishonour to the Sengunthar community
(the very community they want to pass
by the name of) in a very ungrateful
manner, and emphatically and openly
declares that such people are not
Sengunthars, and that the practice
above referred to has never existed in
the Sengunthar community.
V1. Social,

23. Status of Women :—As the education
and social status of the women of our
commudity are neglected owing to the
selfishness and laziness of the men, this
Conference resolves that their education
and rights to property and self-respect
should hereafter at least be cared for
and safe-guarded- ,

24. Periodically Elected Kariakkars;— This
Conference wishes that all minor disputes
and irregularities in our villages should
be settled as per rules framed with the
common consent of the villagers as snited
to the occasion, by periodically elected
Kariakkars, who should be intelligent
and influential members of the commu-
nity in the village, capable of rising
above all factions.

25. Unity-Morriages:—As this ancient
and homogeneous community of Sen-
gunthars, though inter-dining with one
another, has become unconsciously divi-
ded into narrow groups of mutually inter-
marrying families which do not counte-
nance inter-marrying with other groups
by reason of. their having colonised in
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the past different places a

- future without €.

ubgsfis”
t different
i m different quarters,.and there-
1}’;1;1 elso:;:o constant touch with c;thecrﬁ
elsewhere, and as the obgervapce 0 S}lelt
narrow-minded prejudices, 18 now felt
to be not at all conducive to the prog o
of the community, because it 1sbr1100d
known that marriages betweenh l?h

relations do not promote & ‘:allec{
progeny but one deficient 10 ufm e !
and weak in body, this Conferenc

wishes that in future marriages
between these artificially formed groups
should be freely performed.

+—This Con-

* Fees and Dowrles: This C
fel'ze?ﬁceafﬁg;:xercwishes that in marriage
contracts brides’ fees and dowries should
play no part, and that extravagant

expenditure o1, marriage and other

ceremouies, WhicC
families to poverty,

{ Wastage of Communal Funds:
—-’%‘%izo(;';;;;ence regrets that several
members of our cpmgnumty, thle
acknowledging that it 18 crushed by
poverty, gpend unnecgssanly large sums
of money on marrages and temple
festivals, consecration of new temples,
and law suits arising out of factions, and
requests each and every member pf
our commuaity to perform marriages in
xtravagant expenditure,
ng new temples

h often reduce whole
should be avoided.

oid constructi ; |
?he':z already many exist, to cease
spending unnecessarily laige sums of
money on the existing teimnples on

festive occasions, and to settle all

» 1 : h'
i es by panchayats oonstltuteq wit
‘ilxllsftlxl; con);nx:unity without resorting to

law courts and thus ruining large

. fortunes. \

, VIl Religious!

28. Against Animal Sacrifices :—This Con-
ference is of opinion that the cruel
practice of sacrificing live animals as
offerings to deities should be abandoned
by members of our community.

R9. Priests and Selforespect :—This Con-
ference is of opinion that the temple
priests and family priests acknowledged
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by the members of our community
should be such as would conduct them-
selves in a way noi in the least
derogatory to our sense of self-respect.

30. Sengunttar Matams :—This Confer-
ence is of opinion that the * Matams® of
our community which have sufficient
means to maintain themselves should be
brought under an efficient management
so that they might be more carefully
managed as per the needs of the times.

VIIL Condolenoe:

31. This Conference expresses its
sorrow for the sudden death of the
truthful and courageous Lala Lajapathi
Rai, the Lion of the Punjab, who worked
unceasingly for the country, and parti-
cularly for the backward communities,
and that of the Raja of Panagal, who
fought bravely with the Government
with the object of advancing the cause
of the Non-Brahmin communities, and
conveys its sympathy to the families of
the deceased. ‘

32. This Conference deeply regrets
the death among members of the Sen-
gunthar community of C. S. Sabapathy
Mudaliar,B.A., Manager, Egmore Police
Court, Madras, V. V. C. R. Chinnappa
Mudaliar, an influential merchant of
Erode, M. P. Ramasami Mudaliar of
Paramakudi, and T. Arunachala Muda-
liar of Manjakollai, every one of whom
cared greatly for the welfare of our
community, and conveys its sympathy
to the families of the deceased.

IX, Thanks,
33. This Conference expresses itd
gratitude ‘

(i) to Messrs, T. N. Kalyanasundara
Mudaliar and T. N. Sabapathy Mudaliar
of Tiruvarur, the noble brothers who
have printed and published the “ Sen-
gunthar Prabandathirattu,” and con-
ducted out of a spirit of philanthropy
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the monthly *“BSenguntha Mithran”
during the first year at their own
expense, thus doing a great service to

our community ;

(ii). fo the South India Senguntha
Mahajana Sangam, Madras, which is
doing meritorious service _to our com-
munity by rousing us, by its incessant
propaganda, to a sense of our present
condition, establishing branch Sfangams
in several villages and infusing in them
an enthusiasm to work for the welfare
of our community, providing scholar-
ships, boarding and jodging to deserv_mg
students of our community seek!ng
higher education, and condl'x'ctmg
the journal * Senguntha Mithran " and
thereby spreading the light of know-
ledge among the members of our
community throughout the Presidency.

(iii) and to Mr. M. Shunmukha-
sundara Mudaliar, M.A,, L.T., for ably
conducting the work of the Sa_ngam_and
for having undertaken the edltorshllp of
the journal at great personal sacrifice
at a time when ‘it had very few sub-
scribers and brought it to the present-
prosperous condition. -

X, *"Seaguntha Mitktran™ and the
: Head Sangam,

34, This Conference enjoins every

4member of the Senguntha community

to support the journal *Senguntha
Mithran " so that it may atan early
date attain a high standard of
journalistic efficiency and grow from a
monthly into a weekly.

35. This Conference requests the
South Indian Sengunthq Mahajana
Sangam, Madras, to establish kundreds
of more Branch Sangams all over the
Presidency and outgide, and strive in all
possible ways for the adyancement of
the community in education, economic
condition, employment in the Govern-

* ment services, and representation on the

Local bodies, ete.
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