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KAMBAN’S KOSALA

A Poebt’s Ple: for Culture
by T. N. Seshachalam sa,sL, In English

A Succinct exposition of the Poetic Art and the Political Philosophy of
Kambar as can be gleaned out of the First Four Padalams of Balakandam.

With a Foreword by Dr. James H. COUSINS

This book is an excellant commentry on the great truth that the art of literature is something
of an abstraction, an idealisation that purposely leaves the realities aside. The scope and the
purpose of the book will be clear from the author’s preface which is quoted below :—

THIs little book is ambitious, Taken by itself it hopes to interpret an ancient seer-poet’s
judgment on the conflict that is now rampant on all sides between conservative harangues and
socialistic utopias. But its main purpose is to introduce to the world of thought and letters, the

reat Kamba Ramayanam, an extraordinary work of art and book on life, but which would without
elucidation be perplexing to all the western methods of analysis and reasoning.

About Kamban, as with many other great personalities, much is not known beyond his
works. He lived nearly ten centuries ago and was accepted as the greatest among the poets of his
time. The Ramayana which he composed has not been surpassed by anything in the epic literature
of the Tamil land. The magnificient classics of the earlier academicians were all his heritage,
and his imagination and native genius were considerably assisted by his scholarship. The hoary
literatures and philosophy of India alone could have cradled such a genuis, a genius highly poetical,
pre-eminently moral, transcendental by the inspired revelations of its seer’s ecstasy and best
formed to clarify the elemental Truths of life here and hereafter.

Kamban professes Valmiki’s Sanskrit epic of the same name as the original for his Ramaya.
pnam. But this is almost akin to Shakespeare’s indebtedness to Boccacio or Plutarch. Kamban's
Ramayanam is the embodiment of a mind, the most creative that ever engaged in the exact
portrayal of the details of actual existence, in the dazzling speculations of life among the gods and
in the profound complications of passions, human and superhuman. The eternal story of Rama
runs in crystal stream of fortytwo thousand three hundred and forty eight lines of sublime grandeur
glorifying the Creator and reflecting His creation,

With the Kural and the Gita, the Ramayanam is the most ennobling book that has ever been
written, Like many other good things, however, it is not generally understood and made sufficient
part of one’s being  The realization of the conception of life, individual and social, that gathers
and takes shape in one’s mind as this wonderful epic is read and re-read ought to recast the
destiny of mankind. Price Re. 1-4-0. (V. P, Charges extra.)

Apply to the Manager, “KKALANILAY AM" 11, Vellala St, Purasawalkum, Madras,
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MONTESQUIEU AND TOCQUEVILLE
F JIN ENGLISH I

| | by
: T. N. SESHACHALAM B-A..B.L.
' WITH A IEOREWORD

y
Sriman S. Sreenivasa Aiyangar

The purpose and Scope of the book is well set out in the opening
paragraph of the author’s preface which is quoted below:—
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The course of history may

vary in come details with different countries and at different

periods, but human nature, the fundamental s

pring of all actions remains constant and shows a

remarkable uniformity throughout.
specially manifests jtself in . the carrying
equipment to those who are engag
historians have attempted to find t
of every climate and degiee of
observation and insight they gat
An attempt is made to collect in this
reaching results arrived at by two notable
known to an ordinary English reader.

civilization, produce certain results.
ber a comprehensive view of sur cociety, institutions and destiny.
book scme of the very important chservations made and far-

A proper understanding of that phase of human nature which

on of a corporate existence should be an invaluable

ed in the making or the maintaining of a nation. Philosophical
he common principles and emotions which, operating upon men

With their keen powers of

French writers of eminence agd perhaps not very well

<

cages has been made with an eye to their

e | e

| et | o

It is needless to add that the selection of these pas
applicability to the present conditions in India.
Price Re. 1-8-0. (V. P. Charges extra.) )
Apply to the Manager, * KALANILAYAM”
11, Vellala Street, Purasawalkum, Madras.
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A MOMENTOUS BOOK

ANGCIENT JAFFNA

Mudaliar C. RASANAYAGAM
OF

CEYLON CIVIL SERVICE
WITH AN APPREUVIATIVE

FOREWORD
BY

Professor S- KRISHNASWAMI AIYANGAR, M. A,

particulary of Jaffna, based on 1
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An authentic History of North Ceylon,
archeological Epigraphic and Linguistic researches is stated here for the first time
in a connected logical manper from ancient times up to the occupation ‘of the
island by the Europeans. The progress of civilisation in Ceylon and Southern India
and incidentaly in other countries associated with them as brought out here reads |f
like a romance without infringing on the cannons of Historic Research. The Honest
patriotism of the author is inspiring without misleading.
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] Every student of History would read this book with pleasure and profit, !
| Price Rs. 5=8~0. (V.P. Charges extra) |
MANAGER:— |

i “KALANILAYAM” ;
11. VELLALA STREET. 1

Purasawalkam, MADRAS.
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Proted at the B. N. Press, Mount Road and Published by Mr, E. Kumariah, B.A., B.L. (Editor).
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