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KAMBAN’S KOSALA

A Poet’s Ple‘zjlr for Culture
by T. N. Seshachalam sa,sr, In English

A Succinct exposition of the Poetic Art and the Political Philosophy of
Kambar as can be gleaned out of the First Four Padalams of Balakandam.

With a Foreword by Dr. James H. COUSINS

art of literature is something

This book is an excellant commentry on the great truth that the The scope and the

of an absteaction, an idealisation that purposely leaves the realities aside. :
purpose of the book will be clear from the author’s preface which 1s'quoted below .-'_nt scor-post's
THis little book is ambitious. Taken by itself it hopes to interpret antgncn; e ond
judgment on the conflict that is now rampant on all sides between conserva xg:s nad e e
socialistic utopias. But its main purpose is to introduce to the world of tboug. ha a0 ot
great Kamba Ramayanam, an extraordinary work of art and book on life, but which w
elucidation be perplexing to all the western methods of a.naly'sgs and reasgfnng. \nown beyond his
About Kamban, as with many other great personalities, much is not k? 2he O s
works. He lived nearly ten centuries ago and was accepted as the greatest xa.morxtgh the 5: oL O are
time. The Ramayana which he composed has not been surpassed by anything in ) r;l C riiage,
of the Tamil land. The magnificient classics of the earlier acadgmt\:.:nansb :l]:::hip Aty
and his imagination and native genius were considerably assisted by his s¢ fare! hiéhly e etical,
literatures and philosopby of India alone could bave cradled such a ge?ugs{ a-f:r’; g Pad best
pre-eminently moral, transcendental by :l;e hiuspn'eg hr::il?ttel:ns of its s
] tal Truths of life here an € . o _ )
form%latgbcal.zrgryoft::c:;e%Z?r:ilki's Sauskrit epic of the same name as tl;e on%n?atl fo; hxséiﬁz};%s
pam. B i amoc st Siakespene Hep ot L el o e o
i embodiment of a mind, : . € '
;:?::32?2?&&: d:::ils of actual existence, li]n then diﬁﬁhﬁ ;3:;32;1;)?5 ';fh :;feet ;r::;lgtg::, ;g)?dRs;:m
:Entsh ?np::’;g?aﬁdstt::;:ﬂKc:)af‘t;g:!tsy:vag ?;il:::;xd t%r:lz hundred and forty eight lines of sublime grandeur
1 ]

ifyi i is creation, )
g!onfe:&p[gh tt};:!e %:?;?:igdtl::ﬂé?::\ng tIl;i; Ramayanam is the most ]elnnob:;ng tlz)oc:lka?;tm l;a(jsee:l:aéi g:::
: i it i understoo
i i things., however, it is not generally un '
written, I".lke many 'orﬂt::rrﬁl?gati:mgof the conception of life, individual and socx:i, tt::: cis;thte;:
E:;t tzi(one;abzx?g one's mind as this wonderful epic is read anc; re-read oug
— zs{ smagkind. L I;OA A(;"’ II-IC::;‘;’:I:“S‘: . Purasawalkum, Madras.
“ LA . "
KALANILA
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THOUGHTS FOR STATESMEN

from

MONTESQUIEU AND TOCQUEVILLE
: IN ENGLISH

by
T. N. SESHACHALAM B-A..B.L.
WITH A IEOREWORD

IO ————10

Q]

1l

. y
Stiman S. Sreenivasa Aiyangar

The purpose and §cope of the book is well set out in the opening
paragraph of the author’s preface which is quoted below:—

perio’gfebuioﬁiiﬁa;fnhtlsmehméfl.V yary in rome details with different countries and at different
| remark;ble mife .ta ltlﬁe, the fundamental sprirg of all acticns remains constant and shows &
1 specially manifestrsm'ltcylf foug}:out. A proper understanding of that phase of human nature which
equipment to thOSelvs;lSo in the carrying on of a corporate existence should be an 'invalug.ble
L Lictorians have at are engaged in the making or the maintainirg of a pation. Philosophical
| of every clim ta te(rinpted to ﬁnd_ tbfe common principles and emotions which, operating upon men
i observazio ade.an‘ degree of civilization, procduce certain results. With their keen powers of
I An att n an insight they ga_ther a comprehensive view of cur cociety, institutions and destiny.
re:.c?ai rfgmr[;ts&?t;nade' to collect in this book scme of the very imporiant observations made and far-
0 arrived at by two notable French writers of eminence and perhaps not very well
known to an ordinary English reader.
i It is needless to add that the selection of these passages has been made'with an eye to their
applicability to the present conditions in India.
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