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THE RULES

. OF
he South Indian Senguntha
Mahajana Sangam, Madras.

" 1. Name:—This Sangam shall
be called “The South Indian Sen-
guntha Mahajana Sangam’.

2, Object:—The object of the
Sangam * shall be the upliftment
of the Sengunthar community,

Means:—This object shall be
secured by,

(1) Organising associations of
Sengunthars in each and every
locality where Sengunthars l'lve
i mbers, and bringing
in large er the direction
of the South Indian Senguntha

Mahajana Sangam;

(2) Gathering and consolidat-
to time the opinions
f all such associations on impor-
toapt questions relagmg to the
community, and tak:pg steps to
solve them with a view to the

‘ petterment of the community;

(3) Holding periodical confe-
rences of representatives of the
community for dis.cussing proble‘ms
relating to them, and for promo?mg
communal sympathy, co-operation,
p,nd‘solidarity amidst them;

(4) Arrangiog for lectures and
phlets of an edu-

propagandist value;
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(5) Conducting a journal

mfitled Sengunthamitran as the
stgan of the Mahajana Sangam *
n Tamil;

(6) ‘Preparing and publishing

vooks relating ta the past, ‘present,
and future of the commutity;

(7) Instituting a Common
Benefit Fund for the exclusive
benefit of members of the
community;

(8) Securing for the Sangam
endowments and donations to
form a permanent fund for institut-
ing scholarships and a Free
Sengunthar Hostel in Madras for
poor youths of the comrfiunity who
may aspire for higher education;

(9) Securiag for the community
representation in all the statutory
councils and public offices of
the country, and agitating in all
legitimate ways for the better-
ment of the community;

{10) And doing such other
things as may be incidental and
comducive to the attainment of
the object of the Sangam. *

3. Ofice—The office of the
Sangam shail be located at
Madras.

* The words 'Sangam’ and
*Mahajana Sangam’ shall in these
articles signify ‘The South Indian
Sepguntba * Mahajara Sangam,
Madras.’ ’
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e Constitiition:—The Sangam
‘ghall have a federal comstitution
baving affiliated associations of

. Sengunthars as its constituent

anits. Any association of - Sen-
gunthars already in existence, or

. to be started, having objects not
" antagonistic to thase of the Sangam

shall be eligible for affiliation as
a Constituent unit of the Sangam.
"Every constituent unit shall be
bound to pay to the Sangam an
anmal subscription tabe deter-
mined by mutual agreement,

taking into consideration the
numerical and financial strength
of the association. Each conti-
tuent unit shall be represented
in the Geueral body of the
Mahajana Sangam by its (the
constituent unit's) secretary and
another of its members, who shall
be formally elected at a meeting
of the association to be held for
the purpose once in three years.
These elected representatives of
the constituent units shall form
the General Body of the Mabhajana

Sangam.

Each constituent unit of the
Mahajana Sangam shall sodevise
its constitution and plan of work
as shall be deemed necessary by
local needs and conditions, with-
oat any interference on the part
of the Mahajana Sangam except
by way of co-operation and
support, but shall in no way act
.counter to the objects and general
policy of the Mahajana Sapgam
as declared in its rules, bye-laws,
_and pamphlets issued from time

to time. Non-payment of subs-
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eription for one year, or any
action which shall be deemed
prejudicial to the interests of the
Mabajana Sangam, on the part
of any constituent ynit, shall
result in its being disaffilinted
from the Mabajana Sangam.

5. Qeneral Body:— The General
Body of the Mahajana Sangam
shall meet every time a Sengun-
thar Conference is convened by
the Sangam, which shall, asfar
as may be convenient, be annual,
and atany fime in the interval
the governing body of the Sangam
may deem it necessary to convene
it far deciding questions of
pressing importance, The nieet-
ing of the General Body at
the time of the annual Confe-
rence shall be considered to be
its annual meeting. All other
meetings of the Body thatmay be
convened in the interval shall
be considered to be Extraordinary
Meetings. Notices of these meet-
ings with their agenda shall be
sent atleast 15 days before the
date of mesting. The quorum
for a General Body Meeting shall
be a fourth of the number an the
rolls at the date. The General
Body at its Annual Meeting shall
discuss and ‘adopt the annual
report and financial statement of
the previous year placed before

‘it by the Governing Body, and

any other matters that may be
brought up for discussion. The
General Body shall elect the
members constituting the Govern-

ing Body once in three years at
its annual meeting: All the
resolutions passed by the General
Body shall be binding on the
Governing Body. . .
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_#. Governing Body-— The
‘affairs of the Mabhajana Sangam
‘shall be carried on by a Governing
‘Body consisting of a president,
not less than two vice-presidents,
two joint secretaries, a treasurer,
and not less than seven other
members to be elected once in
three years by the General Body.
Every one of the members of
the Governing Body shall be
eligible for re-election after the

expiry of their term.

The Governing Body shall be
competent to co-opt members to
such extent and for such purposes
as it may consider necessary.
The Governing Body shall also
be competent to fill up vacancies
arising within it in the interval
between one General Body
Meecting and the next. It shall
be the duty of the Governing
Body to take such steps as it may
deem expedient and practicable
to carry out the objects of the
Sangam as well as the resolutions
of the General Body and the
Conferences. ‘

" The Gaoverning Body shall meet
regularly on the last Saturday of
every month for the purpose of
sCrutinising and auditing the
accounts and discussing other
matters that may be brought up
before it by the joint secretaries.
The agenda for each meeting of
the Governing Body shall be sent
by the secretaries so as to reach
each member at least five dpys
before the date. of the meeting.
The quorum for a meeting of the
Governing Body shall be five.
If within thirty minutes from the
time appointed for the meeting
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& Yyuorum. is ot .available, the
meeting shall be dissolved. and
stpnd - adjourned to the next
¥i and, if atsuch adjourned
meeting -there is no quorum, the
members present shall form the
gquorum, and transact the business
for which the meeting has been
called. Mofussil members, who
may feel it inconvenient to attend
any monthly meeting of the Gov-
erning Body shall send in writing
to the Joint Secretaries their views
on ‘the several items on the
agenda for the meeting so as to
reach them before the date
of the meeting.

The Governing Body shall have
power to frame bye-liws from
time to time for the practical
working of the rles of the
Sangam, and to alter and repeal
such bye-laws as it may deem

necessarye Such bye-laws shall
be in force and binding upon all
members of the Sangam until
and . unless they are set aside by
a resolution passed at a meeting
of the General Body.

7. Office-Bsarsra:—The Pres-
dent of the Sangam shall be
referred to, and his advice taken
‘on all matters relating to the
Sangam. He shall preside at all
meetings of the Governing Body
as well as over the meetings of
the General Body- He shall help
to do all things that are Ilaid
down by these articles in the best
intorests of the Sangam.
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#ic Phe Vice-Presidemt shall act
fo¢ the President in the absence
ol the latter.

F
-
(S

“In the absence of even the
vice-president at any meeting of
the Governing Body or the General
PBody any non-official member
present shall be voted to the chair.

The Joint Saorstaries shall
call mestings of the Governing
Body and the General Body,
circulate among their members
and the constituent units items
of business for discussion and
publish the decisions, record the
proceedings of each meeting in
the book or books kept for the
purpose, carry on correspsndence,
maintaim a list of constituent units,
be in charge of the properties and
racords of the Sangam, enter
into contracts and agreements
authorised by the Governiag
Body on behalf of the Sangam,
arrange to collect subscriptions
and other moneys due and
promised to the sangam, and
be in general responsible, subject
to the control of the Governing
Body, for the administration of
the affairs of the Sangam.

They shall prepare at the close
of each year for adoption at the
Annual Generg) Body Meeting a
report on the working of the

gam for the previous year
showing itsprogress, activities, and
finaucial condition. The draft of
the report shall be approved by
the Governing Body before publi-

opeion.
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“Mhe  Treasursr shall keep
prdper accounts of income and
expenditure, make all disburse-
menes through the secretaries, and
be the enmstodian of all monies
beloaging to the Sangam except
what may be invested in bamks,
provided that the balance of the
cash left in the hands of the
treasurer does not exceed Rs. 20/-
at any time.

8, The Famds of the Sangam
shall be invested in one or more
banks at Madras, in the joint
names of the Secretaries and the
Treasurer,

9. Conference:— An annual
Conference of Sengunthars chall
be held during the Christmas
vacation at such place as may be
decided upon at the previous
Conference. Each constituent
umit of the Mahajana Sangam shall
be entitled to send not less than
five representatives of its own,
and every Sengunthar village
or locality at least one, as
delegates to “the Conference,
and they shall have the right to
vote onall resolutions that may
be moved at the Conference, on
their paying each a delegate fee
of not less than one rupee only,
to be fixed from time to time, to
the Secretary of the Reception
Committee that may be formed
for the purpose. The quorum for
the Conference shzll be a third
of the delegates enrolled.
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'3 no-decision has beer arrived at
at'a previous Conference regard-
ing the venue of the next
Conference, the Governing Body
of the Sangam shall decide it.
It shall also be open to the

. Geverming Body to change the

venue of the Conference to any
other place or time when such
change is deemed by it necessary.
The secretary of the constituent
association situated in the place
determined for the holding of the
Conference shall, at the instance
of the joint' Secretaries of the
Mghajana Sangam, convene a
preliminary meeting of the repre-
sentatives of all the constituent
units in the District to concert
measures for making the Confe-
rence a success.

A Special Conference may be
convened by the Governing Body,
or on tequisition from a majority
of the constituent units at any

" time in the year if necessity arises.

10. Regeption  Committes :—
The representatives of the Consti-
tuent units of the District in which
the Conference is to be held shall
form the Recection Committee
with power to co-opt. Fach
member of the Reception Com-
mittee shall pay a Reception
Committee Membership fee of
not less than Rs 3/-. Thev shall
elect from among themselves
a chairman for the Reception
Committee and a special secre-
tary for making the pecessary
arrangements for the Conference.
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The joint secretaries of the
Mahajana  Sangam  shall be
_ ax-officio joint secretaries of the
Reception Committee. The Re-
ception Committee shall make all
pecessary arrangements for the
successftul conduct of the Confe-
rence, choose and iavite the gentle-
men that shall open and preside
overthe Conference, draft the re-
solutions that have to be moved at
the Conference, determine the
order of business of the Conference
in consultation with the Governing
Body of the Sangam, and provide
the necessary funds for meeting
all the expenses of the Conference
as also that of preparing, printing,
publishing and distributing the
report of the Conference to the
constituent units and others to
whom they may have to be sent.
The delegates’ fees shall form part
of the funds of the Reception
Committee, besides any donations
they may raise for the purpose.
Any surplus funds that may be
left over in the bhands of the

Reception Committee shall be
credited to the account of the
Mahajana Sangam. The Recep-
tion Committee . shall submit a
statement of accounts relating to
the Conference to the Governing
Body of the Mahajana Sangam
within 2 month from the holding
of the Conference.

11. The Subjects Commi'ttes, of

which the President of the Confe-

rence, shall be the ex-officio Chair-

man, shall be the entire body of.

delegates present for the Confe-
rence, unless when the number

is considered to be unwieldy by
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the president, in which case be
ghall empower the delegates of
each district to elect not less
than two of their numper to
represent their district in the
Subjects Committee. .

The Chairman of the Reception
Committee, its secretary, and all
office-bearers of the Mahajana

Sangam shall be ex-officio mem-
bers of the Subjects Committee.
The president shall have the
discretion to nominate not more
than five additional members to
make up any deficiency he may
think of setting right.

12. No addition, alteration or
amendment shall be made in any
of the articles of this Constitution
except by a resolution adopted
at an annual meeting by two

thirds of the entire strength of the
General Body of the Sangam.
Notices of such resolutions shall
be sent tothe joint secretaries of
the Mahajana Sangam three full

* months previous to the Annual

Meeting of the General Body.
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