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‘THE SENGUNTHAR EDUCATION
FUND, MADRAS

(Registered wunder the Societies

Registration act XXI of 1860)

Crmi@hsi adal HF, Crerdm
(1860-v awm. 21-0 Qrbr sa
swaefier ufa L gBer &
ufle) Qeuwiule g.)
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MEMORANDUM

I. Name:—

The Name of the Society shall
‘be the ‘‘Sengunthar Education
Fund.”

IT Office:—

The Office of the Sengunthar
Education fund will be located in
Madras.

IIT. Objects :—

The ohjects of the fund are;—

(1) To take necessary sbeps
for the encouragement and uplift
of all kinds of Education—Cultur-
ral, Technical, etc.,, among the
members of the Sengunthar alius
Kaikolar Communiby.

(2) To spread commercial,
economic, technieal, and scientific
knowledge among the Members
of the community.

(3) To create and encourage
friendly feelings and  unity

‘among the Members of the

-community.

(4) To make representations
‘to local, Provinc,g and Imperial
.Authorities, or other public hodies
-on any matter affecting the edu-
. cational interests of the commu-

‘nity.

(6) To co-operate with other
communal or other bodies or
Associations, whose objects are
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wholly or partly identical with
or similar to those of this fund in
matters concerning the ftrans-
actions and object of this fund.
{6) To accept any bequest,
gift, donation, or subscriptions,
+to accumulate and provide Fund
or Endowment and to invest the
same, and apply the income
arising therefrom for any of the

“.objects of the Fund.

(7) To aid and to receive aid
from any other socieby, Associ-
ation, or person, with a view to
obtain any advantage, or benefit
for the purpose of the fund and-to
gubscribe to any fund or socieby,
as may be considered deserving
from time to time.

* (8) To utilise the funds of the
Association only towards the
turtherance of the objects of the
Association and not distribution
among the members as profits.

(9) To do all such other things
a8 may be incidental or condusive
to the development and attainment
of the above cbjects, or any of
them. :

IV. Governing Body:—

The following are the Members
of the Governing Body of the
Trust Fund elected on the 9th
of Nov. 1930.

President :— .
A. V. Muthiah Mudaliar B.A., BL,
(Pondicherry.)

Vice-President ===

8. Kolandaivelu Mudaliar,
(Myldpore.)
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Secretary :—
S. T. Natesa Mudaliar,

Saidapet.

Treasurer :—
V. Rathna Mudaliar, B.A., B.L.,

Mylapore.

Members :—
T. P. K. Avumuga Mudaliar,

Tenkasi.

T. V. Arunachala Mudaliar,

Saidapet.

M. V. Bhimaraja Mudaliar,
Gudiyatbam.

M. A. Kanagasabai Mudaliar,
Kodambakam.

M. B. Kandaswamy Mudaliar,
B.A., B.E., Dindigul.

8. Lakshmana Mudaliar,
Iyyengarkulam,

R. Manicka Mudaliar, Unniyur,

K. Marimathu Mudaliar, Salem.

V. M. Mottaya Mudaliar,

Erode.

M. Ramalinga Mudaliar,
Triplicane.
K. V. Ramaswamy Mudaliar,
Velayudampalayam Puthur.

P. N. S. Sabapathy Mudaliar,
Tiruvarur.
A. Saravana Mudaliar, B.A.,
Madras.
M. Saravana Mudaliar, Mylapore,

A K. 8. Sivasubramania Mudaliar,
Aruppukkottai.

Rules and Regulations

1. Name :—

" () Theword “Fund” wherever
itfappearsfin this rule shall} mean
~ the ‘Sengunthar Edueation Fund.'
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" 11 Office:—

(2) The office of the fund will

" pe located in Madras within the

premises of the South Indian
Senguntha Mahajana Sangam and
all the account books and other
records belonging to the fund
ghall be kept in the office itself.
The office may be removed to any
other place at Madras, as may be
deemed necessary from time to
time.

III. Board of trustees and mem-
bers of the governing body:—

{8) The Fund shall be adminis-
tered by a board of Trusbees,
consigting of 19 respectable mem-
beys of the Sengunthar community,
which shall be entitled “The
Board of Trustees of the Sengun-
thar Education Fund, Madras.”

(4) Among the nineteen
members, one shall be the
president, one the Vice-President,
one the Secretary, and one the
Treagurer, all of whom shall be

elected by the Board of Trustees

from among themselves once in
five years.

(5)A The Trustees of the Fund
ghall hold office for life.

{6) Vacancies arising in the
Board of Trustees on aceount of
resignation, or death of any
Member shall be filled up by the
remaining Trustees.

IV. Meetings :—
(7)) The Board of Trustees

shall ordinarily meet once in every
‘quarter on the 1st Sunday of the
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months of February, May, August
and November and extraordinarily
whenever necessary at the office
ofithe Fund.

(8) The Secretary, in his
absence the president or Vice-
resident shall have power to
convene meetings of the Board
of Trustees both ordinary and
extraordinary.

(9) Quorum :—The Quorum
for a meeting shall be five. A
meseting adjourned for want of
quorum shall meet on next
Sunday, when no quorum shall be
required to make the proceedings
valid.

(10) The president shall preside
over the meetings of the Board,
and in his absence, the Vice-
president, and in the absence of
both, any member of the Board
slected for the time being shall
preside over the deliberations.
The Secretary shall maintain a
record of the proceedings and
conduct all * correspondence in
connection with the administration
of the Trust.

(11) Any Member who absents
himself from attending the mee-
ting of the committes continuously
for one year shall be deemed to
have vacated his seat.

.. OR At;‘y Member who conducts
himself against the interest of the
Trust Fund in the opinion of the
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Trust Board shall also be deemed
to have vacabted his seat.

(12) The Members thus dis-
qualified are entitled to be
restored to membership by a
resolution of the committee.

V. Duties of the Board of trustees,

(13) The Board of Trustees
shall take steps to increase and
safeguard the monies and proper-
ties and award scholarships from
and out of the interest or income
accruing on the Trust monies and
properties to deserving Senguntha
students year after year, and
publish the accounts of the Trusts
once in every year about the
month of may after verification
by ar. Auditor.

(14) The Board of Trustees
shall have power to frame or
amend such Bye-Laws and Regu-
lations from time to tirhe as it
may deem necessary for the
proper discharge of their duties
and for carrying out the objects
of the Fund,

(15) The Board shall submit
their accounts annually to the
Executive committee of the
South Indian Senguntha Mahajans
Sangam on or before the 30th of
April of every year.

V1. FUNDS :—

(16) The monies of the Trust
shall be invested in the name of
the Fund in fixed deposits in
banks, Government Securities or
Bonds, or on mortgage of immove-
able properties situated in the
city of Madras, or any other safe

h-$

sGIILGGUD  JAGL ST
wgrargeng QprswIfTs e
eerau@ari.

(12) gaary ovgrarasr
@ussaisar emuller Biorars
Harif 5 Ban@u 865 Larins
fwdss Quaspae Auarrar,

V. srtauneni sauudr
N T 1T

(18) # & uf @r vewgaw sy,
Qerggaaleory &STUUTDPWL,
dmss Qeiwayw srlurers
swudari  qupRim, A8
A5t 5 awmd Wy SN H W
arcowsGsrar® qaarm g
poys s5&5 ariis QEGESs
WIGTATEEFEE e USTIF &FLU
orid wpaGat. @guler amrs'@'
sor ufQergarre Cergssu
ule dar gean@QCsT o Guw
wr g g Lo Qaefiufli@d.

(14) A guler Grréssmselr
A pQapmspEo, gtzila:drlst...
DDLU GUEETEE @@uﬁp@uf
g @ ad@ur g yuAuords

' Q owar pa g pQs Pu © LIFL_ LG

&% o aow @i e b, 5(5E S
Qedwayh  &ToLmen samufar
GES YFarrod gabr@.. o
(15) gew@ Csrow aure
wrgw 30-5 CgBé@or, Qracnr
afls fu QemFts wETRT &B
s58pE Pésmullart seus@E
s%ré swilss Caen@o,
VL. §§ .
(16) Agler uemgams &
@lQurg ariureri seudlerit
Biwreflé@ar puy @ Guler Quw
ITe) STOTESS @@WIard &@ré
ayw ure® s gural @
sofiCar, yreris uren®, ug s
sisefiar CuACer, Qearlar ©s
rgBp@er earer evsrar QETs



’484 QFugss 105 B et

investment, or by purchase of
house or other immoveable pro-
perties within the city of Madras,
which will fetch periodical income
as the Board of Trustees may
determine from time to time.

(17) ALl monies belonging to
the Fund shall be invested in the
joint names of the Secretary and
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REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE CENTRAL
GOVERNING BODY OF THE

South Indian Senguntha Mahajana:Sangam

AT ITS MEETING HELD ON 19-10-27.

READ the reply of the Secretary of the Coimbatore
Sangam to our resolution dated 21-9-27, published in the
dailies, an editorial note entitled “The Senguntha Samoogam®”
in ‘Dravidan’ of the 7th instant, the reports of the protest
meetings of the Sengunthars of Conjeevaram, Manambadhi and
Perunagar, Kodungalur, Ammavapet, Elappakkam Madam,
Kururajapet, Sholingar, etc., and the letters from Messrs.
S. Meenakshisundara Mudaliar, B. A, 1.T., and R. V. Karup-
panna  Mudaliar of Erode, from the Secretaries of the
Senguntha Mudaliar Sangams of Madura and Tirumarugal,
and from Mr. T. Arunachala Mudaliar of Manjakollai, and
Sree Sivaswami Desigar of Conjeevaram. ‘

RESOLVED that the following reply be sent to the Press
and the several gentlemen and Sangams concerned:—

At the outset, we have to make clear to the public that the
objects and policy of the South Indian Senguntha Mabajana
Sangam, Madras, are far from being conservative and reactionary,
and that it has never been its aim either to stand against the
honest endeavours of other communities to reform the social

‘evils prevalent in their midst, or to check the operation of

v healthy natural tendencies that may lead to the betterment,

purification, and consolidation of individual communities
ultimately to result in the fushion of all the ancient castes of
Southern India into a compact whole. Nor is it our aim to
oppose any measure that may ‘be brought in the Legislatures
of our country to eradicate root and’ branch the prevalent

~nnjal evils which are a standing disgrace to the entire Hindu

jety. And we had never even dreamt to create bad blood
ong communities,
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- At the same time, we have to state that we cannot leave
unchallenged any statement, attempt or insinuation, made under
the cover of these endeavours and tendencies by any Sangam
or person, ahich may lead the public to believe that the
Sengunthar or Kaikola comwunity for whom we stand (and
not merely for the Sengunthars in Madras as the Coimbatore
Sangam seems to insinuate) is addicted to any shamefuy] custom
which it bad never adopted. As the Coimbatore Sangam
itself admits in another sentence, our sangam is South India
wide i its operations and has already, within a few months
of its inception, affiliated to it more than a score of Sengunthar
or Kaikola branch Associations, scattered all over the Tamil
Districts. It has a federal constitution with g goverhing body
consisting of the representatives of the principal Kaikola
centres of various districts. We can, thetefore, in spite of the
assertions of the secretary of the Coimbatore Sangam that our
executive do not know what they are writing about, claim to
speak on behalf of the community asa whole, Nor can the
fact of our Sangam being of a recent origin deny it the right
to establish the prestige and fair name of the community
against the calumnies that have been till now perpertrated
against it unchallenged. The heated and strongly worded
protests against the assertions of the Coimbatore Sangam, which
we are receiving daily from various parts of Southern India,
with requests to publish them in our journal “Sengunthamitran”,
are significant symptoms of the wide awakening that has arisen
among the members of this poor but virtuous community, and
of the righteous consternation that is prevailing in their midst.
We will be failing in our duty if we do not voice forth theit
feelings. -

In our resolution of the 2lst September we stronglif
objected to the following expressions used by the Coimbatore
Sangam in its memorial dated 16-8-%27 tothe members of the
Legislative Council: *the evil custom of dedicating girls of
sertain communities of the Hindu society (the Senguntharg.
heing one of them) to temples;” “and the deplorable social-eyj}

peculiar to our community.” We objected to these eip;c iong
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because, coming as they did from an association which styles

- itself 2 Sengunthar Sangam, it might mislead the public into

the belief that the Sengunthar or Kaikola community is a
commuuity of Devadasis, which it had never been. Of course,
the secretary of the Coimbatore Sangam now says that <his
‘Sangam had never said that prostitution is universal among the
Kaikola community even in the Coimbatore district,” an interpre-
tation which no one could have dreamed of applying to the
phrases in question. That these expressions have already begun
to do evil, can be noted from the way in which the Kditor of

-the ‘Dravidan’ had chosen to write under the head “Senguntha

Samoogam” on the 7th inst. If the Editor himself of a responsible
journal which is credited to be the primary vernacular organ
of all the Non-brahmin communities of South India, and of a
party which had rightly or wrongly the support of lakhs of
Sengunthars or Kaikolars, can have his perceptions blunted and
succumb to a belief in the misrepresentations of the Coimbatore
Sangam—from which district he hails, by the bye—, and cannot
bring himself to realise the significance of the South Indian
Senguntha Mahajana Sangam’s protest, except to find in it-an
opportunity to pen a diatribe against the monstrous Brahmin,
who can be sure that the public who have neither the time,
the inclination, nor the trained historical insight for the purpose,
will sift the truth from the chaff of ambiguities and irrelevancies
that are now being indulged in in the name of research, local
custom, personal observation, and communal and social reform ?

It has, therefore, become our bounden duty once again to
make it clear to the public that the large commuity of virtuous-
living Sengunthars or Kaikolars are quite different from the
commuity called Senguntha Dasis or Kaikola Dasis in the same
way as the Vellalas are different from Vellala Dasis or Isai-
Vellalas, the Vannias from Vannia Dasis, Berichetties from

Berichetty Dasis, Vaniars from Vania Dasis, Kammalas from
Kammala Dasis, Balijas from Balija Dasis, and so on. The
fact that there are Devadasis who go under the name of a

particular community can never be taken to mean that the

. entige community is addicted to the shametul profession, . This
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can .be further inferreq i any proof were needed on this matter,
‘from the system of social ostracism or excommunication and the
other penalties inflicted on members of any one of these
communities who stray from the path of virture or communal
discipline, bv their respective communal gatherings. We can
noint to hundreds of similar communal gatherings which are
being held even today among the Sengunthars or Kajkolars, where
individuals of the community, both male and female, are punished
and ostracised for vices of the tvpe of adultery, and even for
such offences against communal decorum and virtue as smoking.
Can this moral rigour -and discipline be ever associated ‘with
a community of Devadasis?

[Srua

We cannot, therefore, too strongly condemn the presumption
of a Sangam, which claims to represent merely a few
hundreds of families in the Coimbatore district itself who have
taken to the evil of dedicating girls to temples and are trying to
give it up, in attempting to speak on behalf of the entire
community of Sengunthars or Kaikolars, who number about six
lakhs in population (and about 50,000 in the Coimbatore
district itself), and whose women who number about three lakhs
had always been models of virtue and chastity. It is strange
that, in these days when the calumnies of Miss Mayo on Hindu
society are being so widely protested against, a sangam which is
claiming to be endeavouring to eradicate the very evil which
had occasioned the calumnies, should include statements
in its memorial which directly mean that the Sengunthar
community is a community of Devadasis,—an unambiguous
implication than which nothing can be more untrye and
calumniatory. On behalf, therefore, of the men and women of
our ancient community who have the blood of glorious warriors
coursing in their veins, whose traditions and literature speak of
a virtuous past, and who can never brook such calumnies
against their social morality, we protest against the assertions
and insinuations till now indulged in against them, anq request
the public, if they desire to do justice tosix lakhg of toeik
fellow-beings, to realise that the Coimbatore Sangam. Cam
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resume to speak on behalf of the Senguntbar Community as
-whole, and that Sengunthars or Kaikolars are not the same
ommunity as Senguntha Dasis or Kaikola Dasis, in the same
vay as the Vellalas are not the same as Vellala Dasis, and the
Tannias are not the same as Vannia Dasis.

T. N. SABAPATHY MUDALIAR,

Munscipal Councillor, Tiruvalur.
M. SHUNMUKHASUNDARA MUDALIAR, M.A., L.T.,
Muthialpet High School, Madras.

Joint Secretaries,
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FROM A COMMUNICATION WHICH WE HAVE
received from the Secretaries of the Sengunthar Mahajana
Sangham of Madras, we learn that the community is very
much exercised and is indignant dver the resolutions passed
by the Coimbatore Sangham with regard to the system
of Devadasis. The danger of generalisations is very great in
India. where custons and manners vary so widely between
locality and lecality. We know that it is absolutely incorrect
to say that there is or was atany time a custom amongst the
Sengunthars to dedicate a member of the family to temple
worship. It is ofcourse absurd to suggest - that the custom of
Devadasis prevails only among the Sengunthars. The system
is prevalent all over India, whereas the Sengunthars are found
ouly in certain districts. This pernicious custom is found
among several communities and is a degenerated relic of an
idea which finds its parallel in the band of vestal virgins of
ancient Rome or the brides of the church of mediacval E
We know of many towns which arc solely inhabited b
Sengunthars where this custom is absolutely unknown wy
regret that a hasty resolution should have given rise to so. muct:
misunderstanding, 27—-10—27-&
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