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A Resolution Passed at an Extraordinary

Meeting of the Governing Body of the
South Indian Senguntha Mahajana Sangam,

MADRAS.

An Extraordinary Meeting of the Governing Body of the
South Indian Senguntha Mahajana Sangam, Madras, was held
on 21-9-27, to consider a memorial presented to every
member of the Madras Legislative Council, the Legislative
Assembly, and the Religious Endowment Board and others by
the Honorary Secretary of a Sangam styling itself the Senguntha
Mahajana Sangam of Coimbatore.

It has been resolved at this meeting that, as certain expres-
sions * found in the memorial are highly damaging to the pre-
stige and fair name of the numerous community of real and
pure Sengunthars, steps be taken to protest against the
unwarranted appropriation of this name by the Devadasi
community of the Coimbatore District, and to enlighten the
ladies and gentlemen to whom the memorial had been presented;
regarding the existence of a vast population of over six lakhs of
Tamil weavers in South India who go by the name of Sengun-
thars or Kaikolars from time immemorial, and whose heroic

. Viz,,»"txl;c evil custom of dedicating girls of certain communiti;aZ»;_E\e
Hibdu Society (the Sengunthars being one of them) to temples”, and ‘‘the

' deplorable social evil peculiar to our community,"
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ancestry, social virtues and excmplary piety as well as their oral
traditions and literature, will be the pride and glory of any
civilised community living on the face of the earth,

It is patural that the progeny of Tamil Devadasis who
live a life of shame and cannot legitimately and openly claim

to be classed under any community, should try to conceal
the stigma attaching to their birth by assuming not only the
names but the honorific titles of the two major Tamil communi-
ties in Southern India, viz., the Vellalas (the tillers of the oil)
and the Sengunthars or Kaikalors (the weavers). [Vide
E. Thurston’s Castes and Tribes of Southern India, Vol. II
p. 127.] But this tendency on their part is now threatening tc;
cast a slur upon the communities in which they strive to merge

themselves, particularly upon the Sengunthar community of °

Soutb India, whose name is now being assumed by the
reform-seeking Devadasi community of the Coimbatore District

It has, therefore, become the bounden daty of the South’

Indian Senguntha Mahajana Sangam, Madras, to enlighten the
public on the clear distinction that exists between the Devadasis
who lead a life of prostitution and the true Sengunthars of
Southern India, who are weavers pure and simple, and had
never adopted the evil social custom referred to in the memorial
of the Coimbatore Sangam.

That the contention of the Coimbatore Sangam, that the
practice of dedicating girls who ultimately take to leading a life
of shame is to be found in every Kaikola family, is entirely
untenable can be seen from the following figures obtained from
the Census Report of 1881 for the Coimbatore District. The
year 1881 has beep chosen because it-represents a period wﬁen
the members of the Devadasi community could not have
become conscious of the ignominy of the life of shame they had
been leading, and it may therefore give an accurate idea of the
proportion which it is our aim to bring to light. In 1881 there
were in the Coimbatore District 21796 male and 24211 female
Kaikalors (p. 39), and only 1089 Dancing girls of various

Yol a8 Cued§ Gamugh shiser LY

Devadasi communities taken together (p. 62). If, as is maintained
by the Coimbatore Sangam, prostitution were universal ‘among
the Kaikola community of the district, how is this remarkable
disparity between the total number of Kaikola women and that
of the dancing girls of various denominations taken together,
to be accounted for ?

It is, therefore, the earnest request of The South Indian
Senguntha Mahajana Sangam, Madras, that the enlightened
public will not confuse the real Sengunthars of Southern
India with the Coimbatore Devadasi Community.

T. N. SABAPATHY MUDALIAR,
Municipal Counciller, Tiruvalur.

M SHUNMUKHASUNDARA MUDALIAR, M.A, L.T.,
Muthialpet High School, Madras.
Joint Secretaries.
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