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It is wellknown that there are very many ]exicons:n

Tamil, and some of them very old, but they are al] in verse
The credit of being the pioneer in lexicons un the Europeon

model is due to the famous Father Beschi, otherwise known
as Viramamunivar who laboured long and well ip Soﬁthren'
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India. He was appointed to the South India Missions in 1700
and died at Manaparai in 1742. He lived at Avur, near
Trichinopoly, assuming the dress, and conforming to the habits
of a Hindu Guru. He wrote several Grammars, and the
Latin translation of the sacred Knral is also asccribed to him.
And his work #mwsind is the first lexicon of the kind in
Tamil. This was the basis on which the subsequent lexicons
have been worked in Southren India.
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