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Some Select Opinions on “Chinthamani.”

The Military Secretary to 1. E. the Governor of Madras, writes under date 5th
February 1926 :—~

I am desired by Her Excellency to acknowledge receiptv

of your letter dated February 3rd and to thank you for the
four copies of the ‘Chinthamani’

Her Excellency wishes all success to the praper which
appears to be doing very good worlk,

The Right Hon'ble Mr. V. S. SRINIVASA SASTRIAR, P. C., writes under date 19th
January 1926 —

I have heard good opinions from competent perscns of the Chintamani.
From what I have seen of it, they seem well deserved. With more support
from the reading public and regular contributions from those that combine

modern knowledge and Tamil Scholarship, the magazine should become a great
popular educator.

Rao Bahadur MRRy. P.R. Vengu Kiyar, HAvl,, MBE.,
Bangalore, under date 1-5-1926 :—

I have perused the copies of the Journal
issued last year which you have so kindly
sent me. The articles are well written and
I found them interesting and instructive. The
aim of the Journal, viz, the improvement of

the present status of Tamil-Nadu Ladies, is

well kept up and the consistent manner in
which the high standard is maintained each
month, is indeed praiseworthy The sincere
thanks of the public are due to you for the
splendid and useful service you are render-
ing, I wish the Journal a bright future,

%
¥

Jy), R. Ry. G. Ganapati Sastriar Aivil, Chief Judge,
Jpudukotah State, writes under date 12th Feb. 1926,
| am a regular subscriber for ‘Chintamani,’

- the Tamil journal, edited by Sister V. Balam-

mal. It is eagerly read from cover to cover by
the women-folk of my house and 1 have my-
self gone through considerable portions of it
with great interest. It contains, besides a
number of well-written and interesting stories,
several articles on a variety of important and
useful subjects written in a simple, yet elegant
style, which are very interesting, informative,
and instructive. The journal is in every way
a really "high=class production and the talented
Editress deserves our grateiul thanks for her
valuable services through its medium in spread-
ing education, especially among women, in
the Tamil Nadu. The journal deserves to be
widely patroniised by all lovers of Tamil and by
all those who have at heart the advancement

of our women, on whom alone depends ulti.
mately the upliit of our country, and I think
that it ought to find a place in every Tamil
home. | wish the- journai every success,



Mr. P, Krishnamurthi Aiyar, B.A., B.L., Chief
Court Vakil, Pudukotah, writes under date
12-8-26, as ftollows:—

Education of women is the greatest
need of the day and to that end ewvery
effort should be made, To achieve it, Sister
V. Balammal who is highly talented, and
fairly adwvanced in her ideas, moral, intel-
lectual and social, has taken on herself the
onerous task of editing and pulishing the
wernacular Journal ‘“ Chintamani” which
from its very commencement has been
maintaining a very high standard both in
its contribution and its get-up. The suc-
cess is entirely due to the indefatigable
energies of the learned Editor, and Tamil
Nadu offers its thanks to her. To the
women whom it is generally intended to
Bserve, the Journalis highly interesting, edu-
cative, and reforming, placing before them
the high ideals of woman-hood set up in
our ancient-books of guidance. The Jour-
nal deserves to be subscribed for, by ewvery
Tamil-knowing household of India, and by
those to whom advancement of the woman-=
hood of India is of great interest.

Sister V. Balammal is also anxious to establish a
fairly well-equipped Printing Press to be run solely by
women, purposely to offer opportunities of service to some
of our educated sisters who may be willing to take up
literary work. The movement deserves to succeed. It
pequires the co-operation of ail our patriots and It Is
earnestly hoped that such co-operation will be forthcom=
Ing when the appeal is made.

(3]
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Mr. N. P. Subrahmanya Iyer, Assistant Secretary to the Government
of Mysore, P. W. D. (Relired), under date 30-4-1926.

I have had the pleasure of going through six issues of *“CHIN-
TAMANI” which Las run into second volume, and am gratified to
observe that its talented Editor has striven to keep up the standard
of excellence she has originally set before her. It is a high class monthly,
as announced on its title page, primarily intended to raise the status
of our women, morally, intellectually and socially, and emancipate them
from the trammels of unmeaning and pernicious customs which pass for .
ghastric injunctions ; as well as from the tyranny of monstrous opinions
which cousciously or otherwise seek to hold them in perpetual bondage.
The crudities of some of their conceptions are exposed, through the
medium of simple stories, in a quiet, inoffensive manner. I am sure
that, after a perusal of the journal, no woman, for that matter none
of its readers, would rest satisfied with the present state of Hindu
Society and would fail to be inspired to make an effort, however

humble, to set our house in order. I am indeed thankful that one

of the Hindu ladies, eminently qualified foi} the task by her scholar-

- ship, both in MTamil and Sanskrit, has come forward to and set her

mind on, removing abuses which cloud the vision of our women and
and are prejudical to their own interests, Every Tamil home should
have a copy of the journal. I heartily wish the scholarly Editor success

in her bold and timely endeavour to reform our society,
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M. K. ACHARYA Avy., M.L.A., Writes under date 31-7-25 —

Among the very small class of highl ] i i
_ ' . : zhly cultured Indian ladies i
ancient schol'agrshlp with m{)de?n outlook and method Sister V. BAzﬁlrl]())bzcir?g?{e
vgrydlngh. I'he best proof of this is found in the high class Tamil Magazri]n:
e,.lf ‘.by ﬁgr' under the name of Chintamani,” whose literary excellence combined
K/Ilt simpliicity, variety and. usefulness must strike even a casual reader., Th
thigsz;)zl;rllte gestirv?s to b_e 1';):,1(1 én efvery Tamil home,as it combines maost harmon'iousl;
oth of ancieat and of modern India. I commend it to
h ( ] . eve e
of the Motherland, to every literary, social, and political worker in Tarlxn)}i’l tll\ll;ed‘lllover
* % '
, *
Rao Banapur A, (. PRANATARTIHARA AYY

A% Ave, 1. s 0., Kilps 1
under date 4 8-25:—- ’ ’ » Kilpauk srices

Chint Ivh'ave g(;ion‘e through several numbers of Sister Balambal’s
Hixlxdlfngg;{{é’dgchf)lor;d t}’iﬁm 10 i;(t, quite suitable for reading in Hindu homes and
: S. lhe matter is judiciously ¢} i i s
: 0 108en, varied ¢ i
and such in the main as to promote the approach to Hindu’ ideallsd and interesting

* %
*

M. R. Ry. B. V.BANKARAKAMES w A RA AYYAR 4vl, B.A.
of Schools, Pudukkottai, writes under date 12-8-253 — o

Tamil Journal, the

y Superintendent

Chinthamani contains interesting art; i
{ \ant g articles suite i 3 .
Schools.  The subjects dealt with bear on educational topi((:is.to puplls of Secondary

* ¥
*

monthly ?gfrfzﬁ]tarhhas taken much pains to present to the public a high class
Ty Journal, lch is bound to attain a large measure of popularity among the
mil speaking peoples of this Presidency.— West Coust Leformer, 22-8-24
, .

*

Though the Editor appears to be well versed in Sanskrit, it is a pleasure to

note that the language is fairly ¢ i 3 it i
) y free fr S ¢ i i
wish every success to the new monthl;?BJZi?férlézlfg?xtb und is not pedantic. We

It i3 with much pleasure that I
ism, Chinthamanz, undertaken by that fiy
¥at19F?£1§m, ’bl‘btel Bdlz}mmgl S_”‘\“?- Her splendid scnolarship in Sanskrit and

amli is a guarantee that the " Chinthamanm ” wil] mainiin o high standard of
excellence. I trust that the Tamil public will liberally subseril the Mavazi
and thus show in a practical way their appreciati ¢ S hor's. ol gazne
and the duty they owe to their mother /
(CANTAB.), M. L.C,, Kilpauk, Madras.

* ¥
*

The mere fact that “ Chinthamani ” is be; i i
. e iy ng edit ¢ 1
is in itself a guarantee that it will prove to be of imgmenls: %rl;}c’tig;iefxxigalﬁlmﬁg-
pelling the cloud of ignorance now enveloping our ladies, and leading them towards
emancipation consistent with Sastraic propriety.—Arya Matha Samvardhini. |

L} 8 &
oedidui 1926 I rm s, 1x

The Hindu under date 11-4-25 writes :—

gister V. Balammal has done a service to the cause of the women of this
Presidency by her starting “ CHINTH AMANI," a Tamil Monthly, intended to raise
the present status of women both politically and socially. “ CHINTHAMANL”
promises to fulfil that function under the able editorship of the scholarly lady.
The current number of the Journal which is before us, opens with an editorial which
emphasises the need for convincing the opponents of women-emancipation by
explaining to them what the new movement really means, and by clearing certain
very common misconceptions regarding it. A special feature of the Journal is that
moral, national and domestic ideals are brought before the readers in .a quiet,
unobtrusive way, through the medium of stories and dialogues. This number
contains contributions on a variety of subjects, including one on the Baby-Welfare
Movement in the Western countries.

Mr. G. SRINIVASA AYYAR, B.A, LT, Headmaster, Ramaswamy Chettiar's
Town High School, Chidambaram, writes under date 2-3-'25, as follows ;—

I find ““Chinthamani” verv suitable for school pupils. Its Contents ars educative as
well as instructive; and its language may be taken as a model of expression in Tamil.

I have read through some of the numbers of the Chintamani edited by Sister
Balammal and I am of opinion that in respect to the subjects treated they are of
vital interest to the Tamil women of the present generation and that in matter of
style and language this is not in any way inferior to the journals of this kind,
This is a journal that should be read by women of all classes and creeds in their
homes and by the girls in their schools.—Rev. FRANCIS KINGSBURY, Kilpauk,

25th July 1925.

1 have read with pleasure the first chapter of your journal. There is need
for intensive work among the women of Madras. I am glad you have taken up the
task. The contents are very interesting, If the succeeding ladies take up the
standard, it would be of great service to Madras'ladies.—Mr. T.V. SESHAGIRI
ATYAR, Retired High Court Judge, Madras, 24-8-24.

Of the many magazines in Tamil I have come across, * Chintamani’ is
by far the best. Let me tell you why. Its Tamil is simple, homely, diomatic.
[ts articles are well conceived and short, making it possible for the most laborious
lady to read and finish one of them in a single day. The subjects written upon are
such as our girls ought to be very much interested [in.—Mr. 8. V. RANGASWAM]
AIYANGAR, B. A., Manager, Oxford University Press, Madras, Sept. 4, 1924,



Some Select Opinions on “Chinthamani.”

Dewan Bahadur T. RANGACHARIAR, C. L. E., Dy. President, Indian Legislative
Assembly, writes under date 29th Dec. ’25 as follows :—

I have been a regular subscriber to the monthly magazine “ Chinthamani”
edited by that talented and well-known lady Sister Balammal and occasionally read
it also. My daughters take a copy each and read it regularly. The magazine is
written in homely and beautiful Tamil. The choice of the subjects is most appropriate
and well conceived for educating our ladies in worldly knowledge and social evils.
The magazine is run on advanced conservative lines,—neither too radical nor
violently reactionary. It is thoroughly readable from page to Page. It deserves
large support at the hands of the Tamil reading public. It will be 3 very useful
magazine for students of hoth sexes.

K. A NARAYAN, Esq., ¢cjo Messrs. Paterson Simons & Co, Ltd, Kuala Lumpur,
writes :—
I may say that those who have been regular readers of “Chintamani” are
very appreciative, especially womenfolk are jubilant over some of your picturesque
and telling articles. 4

Wishing you continued prosperity and rapid increase in subscribers,

T.S. SANKARASUBBU, Esq, MA, B.L, Law Officer, Ramnad, writes under dat
30—-12—1925 as follows :—

I'had an occasion to go through one of the volumes of your'most %n
valuable and interesting magazine. I am sorry I did not make my acquaintance wit®
it sufficiently early. “Your Chintamani is a beacon-light to Indian womanhood.”

P. G. Naicker Esq., Durban ; 25th April 1925.

Sister Balammal,

I thank you for your letter of the 20th March and in cnclosirg herewith
Postal Order for 6/8 being the year’s subscription, I desire to place on record my
deep appreciation of your services to the womanhood of [ndia.

The necessity of a journal as that edited by you has been keenly felt for

.

1
4
:

some time and consequently the appearence of your Journal is at a most opportune -

moment. , .
In wishing you every success, it is my fervent wish that you will long be

spared to continue that noble work before you.,
Goonaruthinum, Esq., Durban, Natal ; 14th March 1925.
Dear Sister,

I have been endeavouring to procure orders for your journal and so far
have been successful in persuading a few to become subscribers. I may add that
“Chinthamani” is very interesting and fills a long-felt want in the home life of our
Tamil Sisters both in India and abroad.

i
4

Vi
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