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The Usman Committes” Repw

The Government of Madras issued a communiqué—

on 2lst of June 1911 on the recommendations made by
the Committee presided over by Sir Muhammad
Usman appointed to enquire into the curriculam of
studies in the schaol of Indian Medicine The Govern-
ment in the said communique is inclined to think that
some of the proposals of the committee fend to suggest
doubts about the practicability of a combination of

modern medicine with the study of Ayurvedic, Sidha .

and Unani methods and also that the combination is
likely to create confusion in the minds of students; and
the Government has cited the opinion of Lieutenant
Colonel (now Colonel Sir) R. N. Chopra of Calcutta.
We are of opinion that 'there can be absolutely no
difficulty a student stulying or practicing both systems
of medicine and that the Government is labouring
under somes misapprehension about waat is meant
when we talk of studying or practising both systems
together. We know of many instances in Calcutta

and other places where eminent Doctors proficient.

in both systems of medicine, employ both of them
in their treatment of cases. We n22d in this con-
nection only cite the following opinion expressed by
Dr. S R.M. Naidu, D.Sc. M.D. M S G. Med etc,
Hyderabad, Decan. “The Ayurvedic and Unani
systems flourish side by side with the more recent
systems of Allopathy, Homoepathy, and Bio-Chemistry.
All these systems are individually good but are not
sufficient to meet the growing demands of suffering
humanity. As mentioned above no one system is
complete " in itself and therefore the writer wishes

- to put forward a strong plea for tHe umﬁca‘hon of all
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the systems that exist: The pioneers of this theory
of unification in India were those stalwart national
patriots—the late Hakim Ajmal Khan, one of the
greatest exponents of Unani medicine, and the late
Dr. M. A. Ansari ». p. M s, the most brilliant product
of the western system of medicine. The long
association of these leaders resulted in the establish-
ment of the “Tibia College” at Delhi.” In this college

students have to undergo a combined course which

gives them a good and workable knowledge of both
the allopathic and unani systems. The results.of this
experiment - proved highly satisfactory as the students
that emerged from this college were better equipped
with medical knowledge than graduates of an allopathic
college and those that exclusively use the Unani
method of treatment.” The difficulties mentioned in
the Government communique seem to us more
imaginary than real. There must be schools imparting
education in the Swadeshi systems of medicine just

like the Medical colleges in which the Allopathic system .

is now being taught. The students admitted in these
schools should have a fair grounding in the languages
in which the works of Swadeshi medicine are extant
Such instruction should be supplemented by a course
in such subjects as Surgery and midwifery, of which
the theory is dealt with in the books of swadeshi medi-
cine but which are not being actually practised at the
present day by the followers of that system. Easy text
books on such subjects taught by followers of the
Allopathic system would considerably help the students

ard~both the theory and practice of both
™ MPmacnla of studies prescribed for the
S . .

y
)

Vaidya Siromani course of the Madras University
should be followed as is being done in so many Ayur-
vedic schools. We fervently hope that the Govern-
ment will make earnest efforts to make the school of
Indian Medicines an institution of feal utility and

lasting benefit to the suffering public of this Presidency
by adopting the above suggestions.

In the meeting of the Native doctors held under
the auspices of the Sudesa Vaidya sabha, Madura under
the presidency of SriV. Swaminatha Iyer, Ayurve'd!c
Doctor, on 20th July 1941, at Madura, the following
resolutions were passed: — :

1. The members of 'the Sudesa Vaidya Sabha
Madura affirm their belief in the efficiency of the
indigenous systems of medicine and in view of the
widespread resort by the people to the same, earnes.tly
request‘ the Government of Madras to take all effe-ct.we
measures to strengthen the school of Indlan Medxcufe,
Madras and place it in a suitable and permanent basx.s.

9 This meeting is further of opinion that in
order to help students passing out of the Indiag school
of Medicines, Madras for practising the indigenous
systems, more effective instruction in the said sc}%ool
should be imparted mainly in medical Indian Medical
works and also that instruction may be imparted in the
said school of Medicines with refrence to Allopathic

treatises on such subjects as surgery: a_nd Midwifery,
the theory and practice of which are 'dealt with in

. Indian works but which are not now much in vogue.

3. This meeting hereby authorises the Chairman
to communicate the above resolutions to authoritigs

concerned. ‘ AT
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Some thoughts on Indian Medicine.

1. Much of havoc that has been wrought on
Indian. Society is due to the misled English Educated
section of Indian Society who have become essentially
un-Indian in every day life and habits, thought, word
and deed partly owing to their ignorance of the
holy traditions of the time honoured walks of .life,
habits and faith of their own fore-fathers and partly
considering it a fashion to be imitating the ways of
the West as the ideals of life and living especially when
the best and the most cultured men of thought and
experience in the West have been condemning the
institutions of the West relating to social and individual
life as not contributing to the moral, physical or
economical welfare of the individual or society as a
whole and at the same time hold up as ideals and
examples, the ways of life and living of society and
individual of the Hindu Race.

2. Taking the science of medicine and its practice

the - antiquity of the Sanskrit and Tamil systems of
medicine is as undiscoverable as the civilisation of the
Hindus. The science of Medicine is looked upon by
the Sanskritists at a par with the Vedas, the system
itself is called an Upa Veda thus being placed above
the cadre of the” other Purusharthas contributing to
the welfare of man, namely the sastras dealing with
Dharma, Artha, Kama, and Moksha. So also the

Tamilian physicians and their profession have been’

held in the highest respect and regarding its antiquity
we find many a reference in the ancient Sangha works
to qystems of Medicine and treatment and Maruthuva

5

Damodaranar, a physician by calling has been one of
48 principal pandits of the third Sangam and. his pres-
cription for headache is still part of Tamil poetry.'
These systems have had both their Medicinal ax}d
Surgical departments equally well developed both in
theory and in practice

3. The continued sustenence of interest in the
science of Medicine is evidenced by standard authors
flourishing age after age leaving permanent records of
their systems in all their particularities of diagnosis,
medication, the alvantages of diet and feeding with
Medicated foods not to speak of any number of other
varieties of detail in the care of the bodies of those
entrusted with them

4, Health is the thing for which the Doctor stands,
disease is but an accident. All the books on medicine
in this country have always been enjoining upon the
Doctor to be a Doctor of health of all people who
resort to him and the state of illness, the subject of
their care is but an extraordinary and occasional
existence for which adequate treatment is provided.
Amongst the Mangohan race Health Doctors thrive
and flourish in large numbers in cities and villages and
Doctors of disease are few and even starved without
patients for treatmo>nt. That is the ideal of Indian
Medicine borrowad by the Buddist section of its
admirers.

5. 'The science of medicine has three aspec?s, (1.)
the material of which the human body with which it
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concerns is made (2) its constitution as a whole namely,
“the parts of the human body and their functioning indi-
vidually and of their interdependance and (3) the
diseases affecting one or the other and the effect thera
of upon the system as a whole, These three depart-
ments of medical knowledge have been most carefully
and scientifically investigated upon the standard works
exist both in Sanskrit and Tamil upon them of the
accuracy and usefulness of which the modern works
on anatomy and nervous system cannot easily challenge
or question. The one thing peculiar to the Sanskrit
and Tamil systems of medicine is the consciousness of

the physical and the material body and every one of

its organs being run and actuated by the soundness of
the vitality of the life within about which the English
system of medicine is yet to hear. The English
medicine treats of the human body just as that of a
doll. It never takes into “life”” because it knows none.
Therefore operations are often successful but patients
expire on the table. Why? Because the holder of
the knife has no consciousness of life. Some feeble
thoughts are heard on vitamins. They are re-echoed
from place to place. Artificial life is sought to be
substituted for natural life. The .vegitable life is
sought to be substituted in the animal life. Operations
of glands and incorporations of monkey glands into

human body are attempted for making monkeys ‘of

men although the reverse would be as the better
functioning of the Doctor. That such an imperfect
system should be shameless to compete with the

most perfectly- scientific system of Indian Medicine
is but the result of the ‘Occidento Phobia’ madness of

T

goodness of things of the west arising partly out of
ignorance of the English Educated Indian physicians
andsurgeons, of the perfection and beneficience of their
own indigenous systems of medicine, and partly their
admiration for their own little knowledge. It is not
13 decades ago when the system of treatment by de-
chlorinisation was inaugurated in the General hospital
of Lakore, when the Principal of Ayurvedic College
of that place laughed at the whole thing and said that
this is a system which is known to our ‘village physi-
cian forl0s'itf not hundreds of centuries as one which
makes medicines "take more effect and gives speedier
cure and to inaugurate it as a great invention and dis-
covery of the West to-day is a thing not to be proud of.

i, To the English-man every thing is a trade not
excluding religion, politics and Medicine, It is but
recently that the Accountant General of the United
States of America called phylanthropy, the Sth greatest

trade in the United States of America because for

charitable and phylanthirophical institutions there was

- a total income of 20.) millions of Dollars during the

year under account with almost an equal expenditure
showing how rapidly philanthrophy has developed into
a trade. That the westerner introduced his system of
medicine into this country as part of his love for
trade and the profit he gets there from is no wonder
because he is a business man. The blind folded Indian
may help the trader for his own profit and individual
betterment is equally worthy of the licker. But to
condemn the ancient system of medicine with its hoary
traditions preserving and perpetuating the health of
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a whole nation, rising in its population by great percen-
tages in every decade is impudence and impertinence
of an inexcusable type.

I challenge every man who has the grit to condemn
any system of Indian medicine to come by himself or
along with or in a whole college of western physicians
to stand the searching cross-examination of one of my
- Tamil or Sanskrit Pandits in the Medical literature
and correctly answer to the extent of getting 30 per-

cent of marks in all the papers set by them regarding

Indian Medicine, disease and their treatments. Why
Bluff when you are empty and blame when you are
ignorant? Sins can become to some extent and not
when they grow to an adacious height of impertinence
and impudence so as to condemn things really good.
for the purpose of saving the one and seeking or
advancement of what is by common consent and
recognisedly bad.

You must omit the half educated apers of English
ways and enter into the home of every honest Indian
living in a town or village, ask him what is his opinion
about the Indian System of Medicine compared to that
of the English. He will immediately confess to you
that all ills in his home have been cured only by
Indigenous physicians and what all money he spent on
English Medlcme is a reckless waste. :

But I have an equal duty to discharge towards the
- practitioners of the Indian Medicine. I would earnestly
request you to have that capacity for United action
which the Medical tradesmen of the west have. You

9

must. take care to produce the best medicines by the
best men of experience from whom all must purchase.
You must respect higher and better capacity in diag-
nosis and treatment ‘and whenever you feel difficult
you must call in the services of Medical men of better
xnowledge and larger experience or both. Without
fear or favour you must lay bare all cases of wrong

"treatment by the English system and try to show

inefficacy of the system rather than any person
practising it. '

I draw your special attention to the mefﬁcacy of

~ the system fcr this reason. Health, its maintenance, de-

velopments of disease and their cure are all matters
varying with the climatic conditions in which the
people live, the food to which they are accustomed and
their habits of life that act upon them. Now the
English system of medicine is one conceived and
developed for the people of England from whom in
the above details the people of India are poles a part.

Has the Government attempted census of the sick
of the country for any year? The percentage that
received treatment under the English system of
medicine and the percentage that was cured thereby
and equally that of the percentage of the sick who
got treatment at the hands of Indian physicians and
the percentage who got cured? By common arrange-
ment, the practitioners of the Indian system in every
village, taluk or district must keep registers of patients
receiving treatment under them, they should be pre-
served and the same may be compared with the

. registers kept in English hospitals and dispensaries and
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the percentages of cure both in major and minor
diseases by the Indian system of medicine being several
times more than those coming under the English system
must be demonstrated. We must at the same time
think of the hundreds of thousands of rupees that are
spent, upon the western system being perpetuated
in this country and the stepmotherly affection towards
Indian medicine.

United action, “statistics and constant agitation

open challenge and the showing of the Indian Medical |

practitioners of the western system their right place
are the only means of salvation for the indigenous
medical practitioners. : :

God help them to reach their own place of Im-
portance and Beneficience of the Indian Nation as a
whole by their constant action, continued effort
and grit.

N. R. KrisHNasaMy AVENGAR, R.A., B.L.
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system is corriplete in itself and thereforg the writer
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ofg all the systems that exist. The pioneers of this.
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theory of unification in India were those stalwart
national patriots-the late Hakim Ajmal Khan. one of

- the greatest exponents of Unani medicine, and the late

Dr. M. A. Ansari M. D. M. S-.the most brilliant pro-
duct of the western system of medicine. The long
association of these eminent leaders resulted in the
establishment of the “Tibia College’” at Dethi. In
this college students have to undergo a combined
course which gives them a good and workable know-
ledge of both the allopathic and unani systems, The
results of this experiments proved highly satisfactory as
the students that emerged from this college were better
equipped with medical knowledge than graduates of an
allopathic college and those that exclusively use the
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