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The Mystery of God and the Mystery

Covrossians ii. 2; iv. 3; EPH. iii. 14—}

By the Rev. C. K. Monahan, M.A.
Fourth Paper—Power Through the Spirit '

HE Mystery of God is Christ. In Him is all the fulness

of the godhead bodily. He is pre-eminent ; His Person

is unique, adequate and final. The mystery of Christ is the

Church. ‘Christ in us the hope of glory' is that mystery.
In Him we are made full.

But how ? Qur experience of full redemption comes not by

asceticism in itself, but by obedience of faith, which certainly

.implies discipline. Nor does it come by way of metaphysics,

although a true metaphysic can never deny Christ who is the
Truth, the reality behind phenomena. Nor does full redemp-
tion come through any physical marvels, although a believer
must recognize Christ's complete freedom and power over
nature. Least of all do we find the fulness of God by seeking
unto familiar spirits. No ! salvation is not a chemical pro-
cess, as some gnostics imagined, nor a process of abstract
thought. It is not to be found in the seances of the spiritual-
ists. " It is not mediated by spooks. The occultists are wide
of the mark. This mystery, hidden till the fulness of the
times in the rounsel of God, isnow proclaimed on the houce- |
tops. There is one way and one way only to reach the .
fulness of (iod in humanity—the personal and intensely
searching way of repentance toward God and faith in the
incarnate Kedeemer, our Lord Jesus, who is the mystery of
godliness, God manifest in the flesh.

In the Epistle to the Colossians, the main emphasis is
upon the mystery of God; the diving glory of our Lord is
gloriously displayed. The mystery of Christ in union with His
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tn for an exposition of the steps
funto all the-fulness of GSa.  We
ssage in Ephesians ff}, 14--19,
“bow my knees unto the Father, from
whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that he
would grant you, according to the riches of His glory,
may be strengthened with power through His Spirit 1 the
inward man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith:
to the end that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may
be strong to apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth
and length and height and depth, and to know the love of
Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled unto
all the fulness.of God.’

Here we have the steps in Christian experience which lead
to the fulness of God. And of these the first is

Power through the Spirit deep im the inner life

paraphrave Wtk o,
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‘For this cans

that ye

Do we really know any power save spirit? We have
what we call matter, but we are spirit,
Spirit we know, because spirit we are. Matter we do not
know as yet. It seems Just now to be one of the most
elusive objects of thought. But spirit we know as power,
When the creative spirit moves in the artist of His
‘hoice, waking his soul to music, breathing life into the
narble, and soul into the picture, fashioning the words that
dreathe to the thoughts that burn, sending forth as current caoin
Tom the royal mint of heaven, words that reveal the thoughts
>f many hearts linked to harmonies that charm and master us,

then man knows spirit.  Deep answers to deep. We know
angd we are known.

Kin leaps to kin.

s

We need as the first step towards the fulpness of God 3
reinvigorated personality, not so much strenglt%ﬁn__this mem-
ber or in that, as strength through the spirit in tfe inner life.
The Greek preposition suggests that the SpRit penémtes deep
below the surface of our life. There is g strange weird world
below the threshold of consciousness, largely unexplored by
us. In it may be found the trail of the serpent, the entail of
the tiger and the ape, to say nought of the devil. Not a few
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re;pcctable-Christians have records of cursing, swaggering,
evil-living ancestors registered in their brain. One has heard
of a blameless clergyman, whose life had always been
exemplary, using atrocious language when he was u.nder an
anaesthetic on the operation table. He was perfectly mnocept
yet he used vile language such as he had never even heard in

" his life. Where did it come from? OQut of the inner life

where the record of some guilty ancestor had been registered
and transmitted to his descendant. The clergyman \.vho used
the bad language was guiltless, but he was a sad Wltngss }t]o
the ravages of sir in our race. ‘e have the tamF in the
blood, for the theologians are right after all. Few things are
in than original sin. .
mor;:i:l:acl)f the subligminal life of the wicked, which is ln.ke a
troubled sea whose waters cast up on the shor‘e (?f conscious-
ness such mire and dirt as we witness in their -hves. Theuf'
conscious self feeds upon the filthy scum of the dirty waters o
‘he‘(r::;“:; lrlai;;.of light pierce those depths, no purifying power
transform them ? In the dim corners of that s-ubterr:neax;
land, does the trumpet of God awalfe no ansyermgh ec Zesrl;
Does power from the spirit reachvrfgh't down into those a.of
recesses ? Does the sword of the spirit pierce Fo.the vejri;c?reh
our inner life? Yes' The sword of the spirit, which is the
word of God, is a power, living, acti\'i, st:;r;i);irn;ha:f a;r;z] t;v[?(;
sword and piercing even to the v ‘

:s\g:: Z;vc;;lth joinl:s and marrow, and th'Ck to d‘ici?t::
thoughts and intents of the heart ; and'there is no ir(i‘a. u o that
is not manifest in His sight, but all things are nake dan :{
open before the eyes of Him with whorp we ha\_re to o(.j .éh: )
penetrates the inmost mazes of the mind. Him no dep
C‘mg"o“’n- search. Can Heheal? Every partof the nature,
deep ZOC:I;' in the inner man? Can He hold s\;h;a.t éle }:;z
healed? Can He annex what He has conquered ? an

i i i 4 ight to the last limit of the search-
indwelling of Christ reach rig : -
ing spirit's penetrating gaze ? Or nuﬁt the tAer.ntory olcC:;hple”
always fall short of that explored ? 1116 spirit searcheth a
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things even the deep things of God and of man. But it is
the same spirit who is given that we may know th(f things
that are freely given to us by God. The spirit that séarches ig
the spirit that empowers. s His healing power equal to His
insight 2 How penetrating that insight is'  Our frame is not
hidden from Him, though it has been fearfully and w- mderfully
made. He understands our thought afar off,
brilliant discovery of man is stale news to Him. IHe besets
us behind and before. But He who tries me and knows my
thoughts, He who sees if there be any wicked way in me, e
it is who leads me in the way everlasting.
He does empower.

Tue last

He does heal,

I say, with all the conviction 1 can summon, to every
believing and obedient soul: ‘ What the spirit explores, Christ
may possess. \Where sin abounded grace does much more
abound. The dark chambers of your life are not too much

for Him. He cap now free you and fiil you with the hie
of God/

A spirit lay bound in a house of clay,
Closed to the light of God alway,
Dark with the gloom of mortal sin—
Earth without and a spirit within.

But how can earth with spirit agree,
mortality ?

There moved a form in the shadows dim,
And a tender radiance flowed from Him ;
But the light disclosed in the prison cell

Ignorance, Pride and Hate as well.

His voice was swect, and soft, and low,
And the poor dumb spirit loved it v ;
But Ignorance, Pride, and Hate urite
To drown the voice, and hide the gt
Oh' who will set the spirit free,

And save her from the hideous three > «

The hight has pierced the gloom of sin.
The Word has silenced the strife and din,
The Saviour has broken the

house of clay
And borne the ransomed spi

rit away.
Oh hidden life! O Christ within !
Break Thou the fetters of my sin '
My soul from mortal limits free

And bear mt up to heaven with Thee

or death with im-
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God's Grace
By. the Rev. H. A. Popley
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A Grace-filled Life

The ‘Retrospect’ of Rev. Hudson Taylor
Translated by the Rev. N. Devasnga‘yan. B.A.
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The Call of the Disciples

ERHAPS the most significant of the clauses used in the
third chapter of St. Mark’s gospel, wherein the call of

the disciples is recorded, is that in which it is stated that

Christ called them fo be with Him. Most of them had
already received a call to discipleshjp ; this second call was to
close companionship. When He first began to preach, He had
summoned some of them to His side,and some of John's
disciples had recognized that a greater than John had come,
and had therefore attached themselves to Him; but after a
few weeks or days they had returned for the time being to
their own homes and occupations, and it was only after this
second call that they had definitely left all to follow Him.
When, however, it became evident that the ministry of John
was ended, and that the enmity which had pursued him was
about to fasten on the Saviour as well, He seems to have
realized that it was time for Him to begin to train those who
were to succeed Him and build upon the foundations He was
to lay, and He ‘chose twelve that they might be with Him .

Henceforth, though He still worked miracles and spoke to
the people in parables, Hls chief thought and labour were
directed towards the training of the twelve; to them He
opened His heart and shewed the mysteries of the kingdom of
God, explaining to them the inner meaning of the symbollc
and parabolic teaching He gave to the crowd, and seeking to
fit them for the great task that lay before them in the future.
His last word to them was to be ‘ Go ye’, but that could only
be spoken because His first word had been ‘Come’, and
because in the giet of intercourse with Him they bad learnt
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something of the secret of the gospel théy were to proclaim
to the whole creation.

And yet, the chief teaching which e gaive them was this,
that He- allowed them to be with Him. 1t was not only at
the Last Supper that He could say ‘Y have given you an

_ example’, His whole life and conversation had been such,
and to them had been given a unique opportunity of studying
that life, of knowing its motives, of understanding the great
principles by which it was guided, and of shaping their own
lives accordingly. Of all the great world-teachers, He alone
can say without fear of egotism or charge of boastful pride,
‘learn of'Me'. His inner life was often laid bare before them ;
not alone in the crowded streets, but in the quiet of the desert
and the solitude of the mountain had they been with Him. By
day and by night, as He taught in public and as He prayed
in private—as’ He dealt with the sick, the suffering and the
sinful, and as He found refuge in the quiet homestead at
Bethany, they were with Him. When, surrounded by foes, He
shewed heavenly wisdom and supreme courage and resource,
they were at His side, and when in the Garden of Gethsemane
His soul was exceeding troubled they were still witnesses of

all. Three of them had been with Him in the mount, and had
seen the divine glory within break for a time through its sur-
rounding veil of flesh, and transfigure His very form before
their eyes; and all of them had sat in silent shame as their Lord
and Master had laid His glory by and taken on Him the form
of avservant that He might perform for them the office of the
lowliest slave, and wash His disciples’ feet. In all and
through all, they were with Him ; the tones of His voice and

g;e dke;“ quick glance of His eyes were familiar to them;

ind the ere y thi .
belief, bust( t“é the: \:;Znéi::;nist{i::j :low gf heart beyond
were ever with Him. preme happiness—they
But it was not only the open teachi

:’: i‘}’lel:f”;gﬁ‘:r‘thng”i‘ntdha\tv‘;’:lks Important.  Far more decisive
@ was the fact that this close

companionship meant that without let or hindrance, without
’

ng which they received
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break or intérmission, the sublime influence of 1s.c.o'nst§n;
presence had free play over them. We are all familiar wit
the power of infldence, and with its meaning. In the pr'esence
of some it is easy to do right, and hard to do wrong ; their very

presence seems to shame the evil in us, and without even a

«poken word from them, we find our lives instinctively purified

and raised, our aspirations quickened and en.noble.d, and all
our thoughts turned to higher things. If thatis som the.lcals)e
of sinful men, whose influence and power must necessarily be
diminished by the imperfection of their .hves, how much more
so must it have been in the case of Him who ‘k‘ne“‘/ no smd,
whose life and every thought were pure unsullied hght,Han

upon whose mind no breath of evil had ever pas;ed. humo;:
infinitely greater than that possessed Dby _any.fot erd e
being must have been the influence of His life, an W

ided the thought and life of those
who were ever with Him ! \VWe can trace some 0; the ’:t}:a;Ig.:
it wrought. There were two brothers called to .e \v1h ﬁ1

at the same time; and looking on tbgrp, and seeing t e t}fry
nature of their hearts and the possibilities of fierceness in e1;
dispositions, he had named them Boa.nerges, th;]: sor;s od
thunder! But under the stress of _that influence that payfvie

on their lives, they who would at first have calledlqc)l:vn ! r.e
from heaven to destroy those fvho seemed to s 1fg ; t delr
Lord, were so changed that it is not as the S?ILO t ux;\ e:;
that we ever think of John, but as tbe Apostle o o\lr)e. nd
when the members of the Sanhedrim looked upon et}zr an
John after the resurrection, and marvelled at their boldness,

must have unconscipusly mou

even they, blinded as they were with hate, could not but

acknowlédge the influence that had been playxlngt (t);] tb::cel
men’s lives, and they ~took knowledge of them tha f t;y s
been witk Jesus'. Intwo short years the powfer of the life
that overshadowed their own had changec_i thejm xl')omlnar};ovlq-
minded Jewish fishermen iato men who, inspired by the ‘0 y
Ghost, were fitted to be the bllildfet's of the Church against
' of hell still rage in vain.
wchht ttti‘;:::::r:.re tempted to envy them their privilege, z%nd
to wish that to us too had been given that untold blessing
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which was theirs. But do we always remember that they
purchased their privilege at a great price, and that if we too
are willing to pay the price, the privilege may still be ours?
It was no light matter for them to be always with the Master ;
it meant leaving home and friends, livelihood and most earthly
comforts; for if the Master had not where to lay His head, the
servant would be in like case. Their obedience to His call
meant faith and self-sacrifice. Are we willing to pay the same
price? What ease or comfort or convenience do we forego
that we may be with Him? When days are crowded with
pressing business, is it the hour of prayer or the hours of rest
that are curtailed ? If we are not equal to the slight demands
upon our self-denial and faith that are made to-day, would we
have been equal to the tremendous sacrifice that the
disciples’ obedience entailed? Let us pay the price, and we
shall reap the reward, and be conscious of 2 sustaining presence
at our side day by day, as were they, For it was as much for
us as for them that the sustaining promise, ‘ lo, I am with you”,
accompanied the command to go forth into the world. For a
time they had been with Him—now for ever, in His spiritual
presence, He was to be with them. But again the blessing
came as the result of faith and obedience. To the eye of
faith . He is still v151ble, and to the ear of faith His voice is
familiar ; not to the slothful and the disobedient ; not to those
who care more for their own ease and position than for the
reproach of the cross; but to the humble souls who with
patient faith attend upon His word, who make the path of
His commandments their delight, who prize His company

above that of their chief friends is He still near, to mould .

their life and to transform their souls as he transformed
those who beside the Galilean sea heard and obeyed His call.
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The War and Religion

HE effects of the war are already so far-reaching, that it

is impossible to say to what extent they will not spread,

and what departments of life will not be touched by them.

One thing is certain—the world will be a different place when

peace is eventually signed, and not only the map of Europe

and, indeed of the world itself, but alsg many of the theories

and ideas which have hitherto been generally held by man-
kind will have been changed.

And, among other things, it seems more than likely that
the attitude of many men to the great subject of religion and
of the other world will have undergone modification. Signs
of such a change are not wanting, and it is our purpose to
refer to one or two of them here. .

For the past few years there has been evident in the
countries of Europe a decided indifference on the part of
many people to the claims of religion. It has been shown in
England by the fact that for some years past, practically
every leading Protestant Church has returned an annual
decrease in membership. Various causes have been assigned
for it, such as the undoubted increase in the love of pleasure
and amusement that has characterized many young people,
carrying with it less and less inclination for the more serious
aspects of life—and that doubtless has been a contributing
cause. Another cause, operating with less power as the years
have passed by, has been the growth of rationalism, bringing
with it a disregard of authority in general, and in particular of
the authority of the Bible, the very truth of which has been
called in question. It is not a bad sign of the times that the
youth of a country should no longer bg content to take every-
thing on trust, and that it should eargestly ask the question
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‘Why ?’ to statements made ; but such a spirit generally runs to
excess at the outset, and that has been the case in England for
the past few years. Not only so, the works«of certain French
and German philosophers have been widely read, and have
been more or less the fashion, and have often militated agaiunst
the growth of true religion in the land. These and other
causes have had the undoubted effect of altering the outlook
of many persons, and if they have not brought about a decline
of true religion, have tended in the direction of causing indif-
ference to its claims.

The same is true of the continent of Europe. It is not
many years since the Church in France was completely dis-
established, and the immediate result was a wave of irreligion ;
though that had been to a large extent stopped before the war.
Reports from Germany 'seem to point in the same direction ;
in especial, the doctrines of the so-called philosopher Nietzsche,
who ridiculed the whole Christian system as the very epitome
of all that is weak and effeminate, and extolled pleasure and
self-will for their own sakes, have been so widely accepted in
that land, that they have very seriously hindered the progress
of the kingdom of God.

And now the war has come, and with it has come a
change. There are many who say that the beginnings of the
change were visible in England before the war broke out
and that there were distinct signs that the old indifference of’
the people in things religious was giving way to a new spirit
of enquiry and a new seriousness. However that may be
there can be no doubt about the spirit that now pervades th;
land. A nation as well as an individual possesses a character
and that character can be powerfully moulded by the event;
through which it passes. The very fact that England is
engaged in a conflict wherein she stands for. justice and
truth, for honour and the protection of the weak against
the strong, for the sanctity of a plighted word, and the
destruction of that falsest of all doctrines that Might is Right
cannot but have an effect on the national character. She i;
prepared for sacrifice, and is pouring forth of her best in the
cause of humanity ; amf while many a home is clouded by the
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shadow of death, there is no wonder that a new seriousness
has come to the people, and that our Churches are more
crowded and menr's hearts more open to receive the influences
of heaven than ever before for many generations. Among
the young men in training in the camps of England, there has
been going on a genuine work of revival, while many a man

" in the trenches of Flanders has given his heart to God, sobered

and made tl;oughtful by the dreadful experiences through
which he has passed, and the awful sights he has seen. With
death staring him in the face all day long, he has been brought
to look at life from a different point of view, and many a man
has testified to the fact that men who have never prayed in
their lives before, have learnt to pray in the mud and wet of a
battle trench. It is true that with some it may be a passing
emotion, but with many it is a heart change, and cannot but
have a result on the corporate life of the nation when the
strife is over. Our information with regard to our allies is
not so full, but that similar things are true of them there can
be no doubt : the Belgians, and some of the French have lost
their homes and their all—but not yet their souls. The world
has found its way to its knees as never before, and God is
more real than He has been to the thoughts of many for
generations.

And what of our Church in India? Is she too to have a
share in the sacrifice and in the reward? It would seem as if
there is little doubt that she will have to be prepared for the
former before long. There is bardly a Missionary Society
that has not had warning that serious retrenchment may have
to take place in the near future. The homelands are being
drained *for war and relief funds; the prices of many neces-
saries of life are rising, while for some, at least, the war has
meant serious curtailment of income. Such being the case, it
is not improbable that missionary income will suffer tempora-
rily at any rate, and the Indian Church, struggling towards
self-support, will have to face the problem of how it is going
to meat the crisis if it comes. In China a few years ago, the
Boxer rising gave the infant Church a baptism of blood which
ovly served to prove its worthiness ’A::d its faith; and there
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the blood of the martyrs has proved the seed of the Church
Is God going to deal with the Indian Church in the same way
—not by physical martyrdom, but by financial stfess? Is the
Church of God in this land going to be equal to any call that
may be made on it for renewed self-sacrifice, for more com-
plete self-support, for a fuller realization of the possibilities

of its own life asa Church called of God to evangelize its"

own homeland ¢ Already, in some of the humblest sections
of the Church there are indications that the news of possible
reductions in foreign income have set the people to thinking
how they can meet themselves some of the expenditure
hitherto borne by the missionary body to which they belong
—is that a sign of the times? The withdrawal of such aid
will mean for many a Church a season of trial; the Church
may be sifted as wheat, but if it be so, it will be in order that
the chaff may be sifted out and the finest of the wheat remain.
Let the prayer of all our readers, and of all who love the
Church of Christ in this land be that come what may the
good hand of our God may be on us for good, and that we
may be willing and ready to hear and to obey His call what-
ever it may be and whenever it may come.
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The Fourfold Gospel\,~ "'

o
) b'
{ The following 1s an abridgement of the First Lectu MQW

of Lectures on the Gospels, given by Dr. Findlay to the Students o
the Wesleyan Theological College, Headingley.)

HERE is only one Gospel. There are various narratives
but only ONE Gospel. The word is always singular in
the New Testament.

Then why is there a multiple narrative ?

There might have been many advantages in one narrative
only. E.g. Much discussion, enquiry and trouble would have
been saved.

There has however been a special Providence in the revela-
tion and formulation of the Gospel. And God in His wisdom
has ordained that there should be not one but several narra-
tives. (See Luke 1"

There are certain advantages arising from the mul-
tiple narrative which we can note. -

7. Jesus Christ is so great a Person.

(@) No one writer could set forth Christ completely.
See Eph. iii. 8; John xxi. 25.

() Different people take a different view of the same
subject.

“To view adequately a fine view, or a lofty mountain,
one needs to take different standpoints.

To fully understand the life of a great man, we need
different estimates from men of varied sympathy
and tastes. This applies with far greater force to
Him ‘in whom dwelleth al} the fulness of the God-

R head bodily.’ .



50
(c) The evangelists individually or collectively do not
give a complete biography. Their narratives are
only Memoirs. They give us so much as needed
to be set down in permanent. record in order to
sustain and justify the Church’s faith in her Lord.
They do not tell us all we should like to know ; they do
‘not satisfy curiosity. They have been written as John says
that ye may believe.’

2. The variety of the narratives suits the variety of
Readers.

The story has to adapt itself to every~order and type of
mind. It has to fulfil a world-wide Mission. Tt has to satisfy
men of every kind. The record we have is admirably suited
to this end. If we only had the record of St. John, how many
people would fail to understand its difficult discourses and
subtlety of thought. And these people 'may be charmed at
once by the homely and touching parable of Luke—or by the
moral beauty and practical force of Matthew’s record of the
sermon on the Mount, or by the glowing recital of Mark
crowded with incident and rich in the colour of life.

.3. The existence of this multiple narrative gives surer
evidence of the truth of the Record.

{a) The evangelists speak as independent witnesses and
differ in their way of putting things. But they all
tell one story. Their differences are such as will
always be found in truthful witnesses, relating the
same events. They assert the same facts and their
accounts fit in numberless particulars.

(b) The view of the evangelists as to the Person and
Work of Christ harmonize with and complete each
other. The four accounts thus make up one e‘ -
fect whole. The character they thus pourtrap r
wholly beyond the reach of human art, Men coyullcsi
never have imagined so perfect a manhood. That
four accounts should thus come together and make
the one perfect whole is sure evidence that th
Record is by Divine Inspiration. )

5l
(c) ‘In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall all things
be established’, ran the old law; we have four

witnesses and these four represent a whole host
and the whole of the Apostolic age and church.

The existence of four separate witnesses has of
course given rise to difficuities.

(a) There are differences on minor points. Many of
them are capable of easy solution: others are not
easily explained.

For Example

(1) John and the other three appear to disagree as to
whether Jesus died on the fourteenth or fifteenth of
the month Nisan.

(2) There are minor differences in the narratives of the
Resurrection. The disciples were in an excited state
and were unable therefore to be precise in every
detail. 'The absence of such minor differences
would have been suspicious. Uniformity would have
suggested collusion.

(3) Blind Bartimaus. Luke savs that the miracle took
place at the entrance to Jericho, Matthew and Mark
say on leaving Jericho.

(b) The wonder is that these differences are so few and of
such minor importance. Unless the conditions of
human testimony were entirely superseded such
discrepancies must always arise. Mpysteries and

contradictions are common in most matters—Why

not in the Gospel narrative ?

(To be continued)
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Quench not the Spirit—A Sermon
By the Rev. F. Goodwill
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The Origin of the Four Gospels

[From Lectures on the Gospels by Dr. Findlay.]

I. At the beginning of the Church in early Apostolic
times there was no occasion for the publishing of a
written Gospel.

Probably many notes were taken privately by the hearers
of our Lord and of the Apostles. \Vriting was as common in
Palestine as it is in India to-day. For example, Matthew as
the head of the Customs at Capernaum must have been able
to write and take notes.

1. While the Apostles were alive no hook was called
Jor.

The words of living men who had been eve-witnesses were
more authoritative than any such writings could have been.
No one would care to read what he could hear from living
lips. The ‘spoken word’ is mentioned in Heb. ii. 3 as being
all simportant.

The early Church being small, probably all the menibers
had heard and seen one or more of these eye-witnesses and
would therefore not need a written record. Moreover Christ
sent His discriples to preach the Gospel not to write it
necessarily, and most of the Christians for the first forty years
of the history of the Church heard this preaching.

When we turn to the Epistles most of which were probably
written earlier than our Gospels, it is clear that they were
written as a substitute for personal intercourse. Paul could
not visit all the Churches which were springing up. Peter
could not preach for ever. Therefox;e the written message

wag required. )
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The same necessity led to the composition of the Four
Gospels. The Gospels were written because of the need of
the time. The testimony of the first prearhers, was replaced
by a written record, more permanent and more wide-spread.
The disciples may easily have begun to write down our Lord's
words to aid memory or to communicate to friends. It is
well to notice that the agreements of the Gospels are much
closer in relating our Lord’s words than in narrating events.

Another reason why there was not an earljer publication
of the Gospels was :—-

2. The Church already had the O. T. Canon.

The O. T. was used in the Church. It was not till the
second century that the Church reaiized that it possessed
a second new Scripture, side by side with the Old.

3. A third reason may be that the Apostles, except Paul,
were not literary men, and they were not likely to write
Books except on an imperative call.

Theirs was not a reading age like ours. Under their more
simple conditions of life, knowledge was spread in a way other
than by books.

Oral teaching and tradition had the most important
place. In Jewish education oral teaching was carried to
great perfection until the memory was like a book, The only
way in those days to spread new facts was to g0 everywhere
preaching them and for this work men, of Jewish training
were eminently fitted.

II. By the end of the first generation after our Lord's
departure the number of first witnesses had gradually dimi-
nished. Peter the leader of the twelve and Paul the apostle
had gone. Soon all the sacred band would have departed.

Therefore as Oral Teaching at second or third hand
cannot be so safe and so free from mistake as when
given first hand the need arose for some fixed record to
be put in writing.

The preface to Luke’s Gospel (Luke i. 1-4) shows the
need of a written Gospel and the purpose for which it was
written, ' ’

‘
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(1) Many attempts had been made by unqualified per-
sons to form a written Gospel.

(2) They were so faulty and mistaken that Luke wrote
his account in order that there might be a true and fixed
record.

(3) \We have proof that Luke's is a real and true record
in the fact that whilst his Gospel has survived all the others
he refers to have disappeared.

III. The date of the First Three Gospels.

From various sources we gather that the first three Gospels
were written early in the Christian era—say somewhere be-
tween A.D. 60 and A.D. 80.

The most important event for fixing this date is the fall
of Jerusalem A.D. 70.

This event profoundly influenced the early Church. The
prophecies of Christ concerning it figure largely in all these
three Gospels. The prominence given to this subject in all
the three Gospels leads to the conclusion that they were writ-
ten when the Fall of Jerusalem was occupying men’s minds.
There is no statement that the event had taken place. The
narratives of Matthew and Mark seem to look upon the event

as about to happen very soon.
See Mark xiii. 14. Matthew xxiv. 13,
1V. The date of Saint John's Gospel.
The Fourth Gospel differs strikingly from the other three.

‘In all probability it was written later, and along with John's

Epistles is amongst the latest of the N. T. books. The
language of this Gospel in its reference to Jewish affairs
implies that it was written subsequent to the Fall of Jeru-
salem. JFor this and other reasons it is referred to the later
period of the first century—say A.D. 96. This allows about
twenty years between this Gospel and the other three.

Their work had answered the purpose for which they had
written, namely to preserve the substance of the Gospel as
held by the first witnesses. John's Gospel meets the needs
of the Church at a later age. L4
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False teaching had become widely prevalent in the region
where John had taken up his residence. In the midst of the
controversy against heresy, the Ephesian elders requested
John to write, in order to re-assure the Church and to put a
stop to the spreading evil. -

See John xx. 31 1 John ii. 18
(To be continued)
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The object of this lecture is to see what we can
discover without the use of the Gospel narratives, as to
the preaching of the Apostles and the primary Gospel.

1. For some thirty years the story of Jesus was subject
to the conditions of oral delivery, before it came into its
present written form.

The remarkable uniformity of the first three Gospels, while
largely due to pre-existent writings, must be ascribed to the
fact that they embody the deliverance of men accustomed as
Jews to exact oral repetition. Further they were written by
men closely bound together, who had been in constant inter-
course with each other, hearing each other speak, and who
were all influenced in preaching and teaching by the leadership
of one man, PETER.

See Acts i-v; Xx.

2. Note carefully the first act of the Apostles after the
Ascension. It is very significant.
See Acts i. 21, 22.
The newly appointed Apostle Matthias was to be :—

(i) A witness of the Resurrection.
(ii)) The limits of his testimony were ‘ beginning with
the Baptism until the Ascension ' :
NoOTE. The Birth of Jesus was not included in the oral
»

testimony.
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3. Note carefully Peter's speech in"Acts x. 36-43

These verses contain only the substance of the speech, but
we find them to be a compendium of the first three Gospels.
The important points are :—

(i) Nazarene origin of Jesus.
(ii) Public Ministry of Jesus from His baptism to
Pentecost.
(i) Ministry commencing in Galilee and extending to
Judea and Jerusalem but confined to the people of Israel.
(iv) His beneficent journeys through the land especially
His healing of demoniacs.
(v) His crucifixion and resurrection on the third day.
(vi) His appearance to the chosen witnesses,
(vii) The commission He gave them to preach.
(viii) His claim to be the universal Judge.
(ix) The prophetic testimony to Him.
(x) His power to forgive sins.
(xi) His mission of peace to the world.

All this is found in Luke’s summary of Peter's address
The passage is evidently no compilation from the GDSpels-
being quite independent of them, yet in striking agreement, '

This passage may be thoight of as a short sum
the Gospel as preached by Peter.

Peter was the great Evangelist—the preacher of Pentecost.
the man who with *the keys’ opened the door of Faith, first of
all to the Jews, and then to the Gentiles. He was th'e leader
in all the deeds of enterprise in the primitive Church, The

early preachers were all influenced by Peter and worked on
his lines.

mary of

. 4 St. Paul occupied in the Gentile world a position
stmilar to that occupied by Peter in the Jewish world, (See
Gal. ii. 7-8.) '

Acts xiit. 16-47,

In this passage we have a report of one of Paul’s earljer
addresses at Antioch in Pisidia, and we can take it as a sample
of Paul's preaching. oAfter an historical introduction Payl

1
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refers to the ‘ministry of John the Baptist, with the baptism
of repentance (v 24). He then hastens to the crucifixion
(v 28) and to the death and resurrection of Christ (vv. 29-30)
which he relates with much fulness and emphasis.

This may be taken as a type of Paul's preaching.

5. Viewing these as samples of Apostolic preaching,
we can see that the death and resurrection of Christ were
the chief points up to which the Gospel story was made to
lead. These were dwelt upon at length. In the oral teaching
of the apostles the resurrection of Jesus was the critical
point. The baptism of Jesus to the ascension were the
limits of the teaching. ‘

See also in the Epistles

1 Cor. xv. 1-9 1 Pet.i. 18-20 1 Pet. ii. 21-25

These subjects held the same paramount importance in the
records of the four Evangelists.

6. To fill in the outline furnished above we will refer
to a few passages showing what the apostolic churches were
taught respecting some other points.

(a) The Birth and Person of Christ

Rom. i. 3~4 refers to two facts well-known in the early
church.

(i) Birth according to the flesh, from David’s line.

(i) His recognition as the Son of God, attested by His
resurrection. Rom. ix. 5; 1 Tim. i1 5.

Phil. ii. 5-8. The divine side first—then humbled to
human life and death.

Heb. i. 2-13. Note. The outbeaming of His glory-con-
trasted with prophets and men—Christ perfectly manifests
Gad, etc. '

Gal. iv. 4. ‘Sent forth’ from a higher region. These
passages show that the subject was familiar to the readers of
the Epistle and commonly believed by them. These readers
had. received their instruction by word of mouth, from eye-
witnesses of Christ and from minister® of the word.
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(b} As to the moral character of Jesus

1 Pet. ii. 21-23: iv. 1. Describeé His unexampled
patience and gentleness.
2 Cor. viii. 9;x. 1 Heb. iv. 15
Eph. iv. 20-21 Heb. iii. 1-2
1 Tim. vi. 13
Tpese and many other passages show how thoroughly the
edfly church, even before the Gospels had been written, know
the character and life of Jesus. We know it all becau,se we
have it in the written Gospels. They knew it equally certain-
ly and it came to them by the oral tradition. )
' 7. James very largely reproduces the Teaching of Jesus
His epistle echoes the Sermon on the Mount. .
James i. 2 compared with Matt. v. 10-12

1 + ' " v. 48
LS ' » vii, 7

i- 9 " (13 V. 3

i. 20 » ’ v. 22

i. 22 ” s vii. 26, 27

. . g of Jesus “s‘”g

Acts xx. 35 cf, Luke vi. 27-38
Paul is evidentl i i
e y quoting a well-known maxim uttered by
Cp. Rom. xii. 12-18; 1 Cor. i
. .12 H . v, 10-
with the Sermon on the Mount. 13 and il 47
f JPaul cll)oes not give a verbatim repetition of the teaching
of Jesus, but reproduc iri ing in hi
of Jes p es the spirit of the teaching in his own
Cp. 1 Cor. ix. 14 with Matt. x. 10
1 Cor. vii. 10 with Matt. xix. 3-9

Paul formed no new doctrine. He built upon the teaching

of Jesus. He was a tra du
nslator or repro ist’
oy i cer of Christ's

9. Finally let us search he Eps
ch the ptstles or
1o J eferen
particular events recorded in the Gospel history ¢ ces to

f
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(i) The death and resurrection of Jesus are alluded to
in almost every page of the epistles, except James. It is
evident that no one could have understood these epistles with-
out the knowledge of the events referred to. The oral tradi-
tion had supplied the knowledge thoroughly.

(i) The account of the Lord’s Supper 1 Cor. xi. 23-25
is an historical account corresponding with Luke xxii. 14-20.
This is important for the amount of detail it contains. Evi-
dently Paul recognized the story of the betrayal as being

known to the Coriqthians generally,
(1ii) 1 Tim. vi. 13 recalls whole scene of the trial

(iv) 1 Pet. ii. 23 ” ” passion

(v) 2 Pet. i 16-18 " transfigu-
ration

(vi) 1 Pet. iii.-32 " " ascension

This brief review may serve to show how full and vivid
was the portraiture of the person, work, life, death, resur-
rection and ascension of Christ given by the first preachers
and evangelists. The special force of the references lies in the
fact that they are extremely incidental ; they presume that the
readers are well informed on the whole subject. They could
only, of course, at this early period, be informed by the oral

tradition which preceded our written Gospel.
So far as we can judge of that oral tradition by these
samples of it, it agreed very completely with what is found in

our written Gospels.
(To be coutinued)
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A Grace-filled Life
The ‘Retrospect’ of Rev. Hudson Taylor
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The Synoptic Tradition \J 1_‘»-«»—:'
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(From Lectures on the Gospels by Dr. Findlay.] -

THE first three Gospels resemble each other in many parti-
culars. This close resemblance points to the existence
of some common basis, either written or oral, upon which they
had founded their narratives. At least for the period of the
“ Galilean Ministry the resemblances are so great that they seem
to imply the use by all three of some writers’ narrative which
they more or less incorporated. i
St. Mark comes the nearest of all to this original common
narrative.
The following is a general outline of the. common
material.
" 1. Baptist's Ministry and preparation.
2. Baptism and Temptation of Jesus.
3. Christ's return to Galilee and Controversy with the
Pharisees re the Sabbath.
4, Early Ministry and Teaching in Galilee—Christ’s
popularity.
5. The calling of the twelve and their Mission,
6. Falling away of the pegple.
7. Retirement of Jesus and testing of disciples. -
8
9

. Transfiguration,

. Prephecy of Death and Resurrection.
10. Journey through Perea to Jerusalem.
11. Public entrance into City.

12, Final testimony to Jewish mler§
13. Prophecies of the judgement.

o2-o% 1915
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14. Last Supper. ' .
15. Anguish in the garden.
16. Betrayal and Denial.
17. Double Trial before High Priest and Pilate.

18. Crucifixion and Death.

19. Resurrection and appearances to women and Apostles.
20. Commission to Apostles.

.

The Gospel according to St. Mark

The second Gospel reflects more immediately the corr;mon
tradition of the Primary Oral Gospel from which all three
drew their material.

I In proof of the early origin of Saint Mark’s Gospel
we may note:

1. The limits of the Gospel correspond to those indi-
cated in Acts i. 21-22; x. 34-43.

2. The style has the characteristics of a spoken
address.

It is vivid and pictorial and colloquial. It freshly records

the impressions made upon the eye witnesses by the sayings
and doings of Jesus.

3. In the contents of the Gospel, Mark keeps closely to
the matter of the original common narrative.
The Gospel has peculiar to itself only

(1) One Parable Mark iv. 26-29
(2) Two Miracles ... Mark vii. 31-37
»  Vili, 22-26.

‘In the whole Gospel there are only 24 verses peculiar
to it.
4. This view of the early origin is strengthened by the
close connexion of Mark with Peter. Mark is said to have
written down what he heard from Peter.
Itis thought, that although Mark was
Jesus, that he had seen and heard him.
that he was the young man’ mentioned in

not a disciple of
It is also thought
Mark «xiv. 51, 52.
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It is difficult to understand why such a trivial incident should
have been mentioned by any other than the one to whom it
had happened. Note also Mark xiv. 13. There is a curious
tradition that this young man who carried the pitcher was
also Mark.

It is very likely that the young man of Mark xiv. 51, 52
was Mark. It is not at all impossible that the young man of
xiv. 13 may also have been he. Mark accompanied Paul and
Barnabas on their first Missionary journey. He was cousin
to Barnabas. He grew discouraged and returned home (Acts
xiii. 13). Afterwards Paul refused to take him and separated
from Barnabas on that account {(Acts xv. 38). Mark was after-
wards reconciled to Paul and was greatly valued by him in
later years (Col. iv. 20 ; Philem. 24). Writing to Timothy on
the eve of his death Paul expresses a desire to have Mark
with him (2 Tim. 4-11). .

It is thought that Mark went to Rome with Peter shortly
before his death, and that the Gospel originated in A. D. 67.
Mark wrote, it is said, at the request of the Roman elders, to
preserve Peter's testimany.

Il. The style of the Gospel.

1. One peculiarity of the Gospel is the speed at which
the writer passes from one subject to another.

‘ Straightway’ is his favourite adverb. He gives scarcely
any long discourses and he rarely stops to make reflections
of his own. His art consists .in bringing together a crowd of
figures and a rapid succession of events briefly and speedily _
pourtrayed.

2. Fulness of descriptive detail is a chief character-
istic. S
This Gospel reproduces minute details which give life-
likeness to a picture. -

(@) Mark uses the language of direct marration. He
givesieach gpeech as though .spoken to our ears:
sach act as performed before our eyes.

() Though be wrote in Greek, Mark quotes words used
by Christ in the verwaentitr of the country. §iHe
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alone gives us the ‘ Abba’ Father of .Gethsemane ;
Talitha Cumi; Ephphatha, etc. .
(c) He gives particulars of persons, places, time, etc., such
as a vivid observer is likely to remember.
(d) He notes the impressions made on the bystanders

and the people generally by the words and deeds
of Jesus.

(¢} Most precious of all are the touches he adds to the
portrai of the Master. His gestures, tones, looks
are often given.

Eg., Ch:i.13; i 3: i 42 43; vi. 5,6
Compare vi. 14-19; with Matt. xiv. 1-12and Lk : iii. 19, 20
1x. 7-9,
and vi. 30-52 with Matt. xiv. 13-16 and Lk: ix. 10-17.

s pwgiBace—

The Church in Ephesus

.
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{Il. Subject Matter of Gospel according to Mark, —

1. The words of Peter in Acts x. 38 are descriptive of
Mark's Gospel. The subject of the Gospel is Jesus in the
Sulness of His living cnergy. He gives a succession of
scenes from Christ’s life which show how ‘ God anointed Jesus

,of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with Power’ and how
* Jesus went about doing good—healing all that were oppressed
with the devil.’ :

This Gospel is a simple picture of our Lord's actual work
on earth. It does not unfold the relation of that work to the
past as Matthew’s shows Christ’s attitude towards Judaism—
nor does it keep in view the be_aring of Christ’s work on the
world’s future. Mark lived in the present. He just tells his
story and tells it perfectly. Amongst the evangelists he is
pre-eminently the story-teller.

2. Mark therefore dwells on the commanding feature of
our Lord's work, namely, Mighty Works.

This is the Gospel of Miracles. There is only one long

" discourse (ch. xiii). There are only four parables briefly given

but this Gospel records as many miracles as Matthew and

Luke and gives two miracles peculiar to itself, namely, The
Sower (ch. iv) and The Husbandmen (ch. xii).

3. Mark's Gospel was destined for Gentile Readers.

In the first instance, as Tradition affirms, it was written for
the Roman Church. .

This is confirmed by :— .
(i) The rarity of O. T. quotations *
{ii) Frequent explanation of Jewish Words and customs.
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4. The influence of Peter is seen in this Gospel.
It is supposed that the author betrays himself in Ch: xiv.
51, 52. ’
This Gospel shows a resemblance to Peter’s style.
NoOTE. (&) There arz a number of passages where he alone
g mentions Peter by name. i.36; xi. 21 ;xvi. 7.
{b) There are other passages where Matthew and
Luke mention Peter by name and Mark does
not.
vi. 48-52 Peter not mentioned.
_Cp. Mark xiv. 13 with Luke xxii. 8, N
(c) Compare Mark wviii. 29-33 with Matt. xvi.
13-19 where all that was spoken to the honour
of Peter is omitted by Mark.
(d) Compare also Mark’s account of Peter's denial
Ch, xiv. 69-72 with the other Evangelists
where the sin is made to appear less heinous.
In Mark the cock crowing twice heightens
the offence. '
These references go to support the conjecture that there
was a close connexion between the second Gospel and Peter.
5. The last paragraph xvi. 9-20 is not found in some of
the oldest manuscripts. Itis not in the same style as the
rest of the Gospel and probably did not belong to it as
originally composed by Mark.
The probability is that the last leaf of the Gospel was lost
in some way. Verse 8 would not make a satisfactory con-
clusion, so at a very early date an attempt was made to supply

the defect by some editor who had the other Gospels before -

him.
1IV. Analysis of St. Mark’s Gospel
I. Preface to the Ministry of Jesus. i.1-13,
(a) Coming of John Baptist and his message i. 2-8.

(b) Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 9-13.
II. The Good news published by Jesus in Galilee.
1. 14—vi. 29. ‘

The ministry in Galilee is later than the first Ministry of
Jesus in Juda relafed only by St. John. This period begins

It
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with the imprisonmeat of John Baptist (i. 14) and ends with
the news of his death (vi. 29). This Galilean ministry was a
time of activity and seeming success. It did not last much
more than six months. Miracles overshadow everything else
at this time.

I1I. The breach with the multitude and Christ's
retreat beyond the borders of (alilee. vi. 30-ix. 50.

(a) At the death of John Baptist, Christ retires for a time,
the multitude follows, and Christ feéds the 5,000. This stirs
up the opposition of the rulers.

{b) Jesus now" takes (chs. vii and vii) a wide and rapid
journey into Decapolis, Phcenicia, Casarea-Philippi. He
spends much time with the disciples testing their faith and
preparing them for His death.

(c) The transfiguration is the culmination of this period.

IV. Later Ministry in Perea and Judea. x.

This is the time of the last journey to Jerusalem. Jesus
renews his old way of teaching, but in a new portion of the
country—DPerea. The teaching is sterner than in the earlier
period. It has not the brightness and joyousness of it. The
Cross and Judgement overshadow all.

V. Story of the Passion week. xi-xvi.

In recording this, all the three Evangelists give very much
the same story.

— g e ¢ -

The Letter to Smyrna
By the Rev. F. Goodwill
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The Gospel according to St.- Matthew
(Continued)

{From Lectures on the Gospels by Dr. Findlay)

Whilst Mark gives a general view of the life of Christ,
Matthew and Luke uinfold particular aspects of it.

1. Matthew is a Jew and writes specially for Jews.

7. He relieé much on the Old Testament.

Hence the Church has placed his Gospel first, since it is a
link between the two Scriptures. It looks back to the-Old
dispensation and shows how the Old authenticates the New and
the New explains the Old. Matthew saw in Jesus the Messiah,
the end,of the Law and the Prophets, and the Founder of the
new kingdom of heaven.

* This Gospel therefore cantains numerous quotations from
the Old Testament.

2. Christ's discourses arc fully reporied, especially
those bearing on the relation of His law and kingdom fo
the law and kingdom. Old Testament.

This is pre-eminently the Gospel of the kingdom.
3. The parables are very prominent in this Gospel.

-

~

This was an oriental method of teaching very populd®

among the Jews. The parables contain much of illustration
concerning the teaching of Jesus about the Kingdom.

E.g. There are seven pgrables :about the growth of the
kingdom in chap. xiii,
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Three refer to the seed ... The Sower; the Wheat and
tares ; the Mustard Seed.
Three refer to xeking} ... The hidden treasure; the
the kingdom Pearl; the Drag-net.
One refers to the leaven.

There are three parables of the last judgement in
chaps. xix—xxii.

£ d

4. The genealogy of our Lord, shows Him to be

{a) of Abraham’s Seed ;
(b) of David's line.

5. The matter peculiar to St. Matthew is principally h

such as would be of interest peculiarly to Jewish readers.

(i) Josepb, as our Lord's lega) father.
(ii) The visit of the Magi and Herod’s cruelty.
(iii) Flight into Egypt. '
(iv) Paymert of Temple tribute by Christ.
(v) Fate of Judas.
(vi) ‘Story of Pilate’s wife.
(vii) Apparition of ancient Saints at Crucifixion.
(viii) The watch at the tomb of Jesus.
(ix) The story invented to explain the disa

A earance ' of
Christ’s body. PP e

6: E.xplanqtions of Jewish names and customs such as
we fmr.l in other Gospels, are not given in Matthew. (But
Aramaic words are translated for Jews living outside Palestine.)

II. Note about Matthew.

Matthgw was perhaps the name he assumed o becoming
a disciple of Jesus. It means the gift of God. His first
*name was Levi the son of Alphzus (Mk. ii. 14). This was
Jot the Alphzus who was the father of James (Matt. x. 3).
Levi was a publican or Roman tax-gatherer, belonging to
avthe class most hated and despised amongst the Jews. It was
disgraceful for a Jew to gather money from his own people
for their oppressors. He appears with the title of ‘ publican’

only in the list of the Apostles given in his own ospel.
Note also chap. xviii, 17. '

L]
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, apl
It also appears from Mark ii. 14, 15 that Leavi was in a
position of trust an® possessed a certain amount of wealth.
He was in .cbarge of the Custom office at Capernaum,
This occupation would accustom him to the use of the pen and
led him perhaps at an early time to commit the Master’s
sayings to writing.

Levi's experience of the harshness and bitterness of the
Pharisees made him particularly apt to remember such dis-
courses as those in Matthew xxiii.

I1l. Analysis of the Gospel

Matthew's Gospel ;nay be analyzed on the lines of its
main discourses.
, Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven.
I. Birth of the King. Chaps. i-ii.
11. Heralding the Kingdom. Chaps. iii-iv.
4 {a) By John the Baptist
(6) By Jesus

111. Instituting the Kingdom. Chaps. v—xxv.

In five great discourses

(1) Sermon on the Mount followed by ten miracles
which illustrate the teaching

Three miracles of compassion
Three ne mastery }chs. v-ix.
Four " fame
" (2) Discourses on the Apostolate
(a) Ministry of Kingdom
{b) Connecting narrative
(3) Parables of the Kingdom

(a) Setting forth its working and future
History .

(b) Connecting narrative with Account of
Peter's confession and the Trans-
figuration. J

(4) Discourse on Church, etc.
(8) Brotherhood of Kingdom * }'chs. xviii-

t chs. x-—xil.

chs. xi.'\i-;
xvit,

g

. (b) Connecting nirrative. xxi.
®
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(5) Discourse on Judgement.
(a) Coming on the enemies of Kingdom
(b) Recompense to its faithful and un- ‘chs. ‘xx;:;v
faithful servants.

IV. Conflict for the Crown. xxvi-xxviii.

Includes the Trial, Death and Resurrection of the King,
endmg with the announcement ‘All authority is given unto
me’ followed xmmedlately by the great Commission ‘Go ye
therefore. . .’

W.
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The Gospel according to St. Luke

[From Lectures on the Gospels by Dr. Findlay)

1. 'The Biography of Luke.

The Third Ggspel is as distinctly Geatile as the first is
Jewish. TLuke is prabably the only non-Jewish writer in the

* Bible. He became a companion and intimate friend of Paul.

He is doubtless ‘ the beloved physician ’ of Col. iv. 14, Philem.
24. He was Paul’s only attendant when he wrote to Timothy
(2 Tim. iv. 11) on the eve of his martyrdom. There is eome
reason to think that Luke was the unnamed brother, highly
commended in the Church (2 Cor. viii. 18-19). It is thought
that Luke and Titus were brothers.

Luke's presence with Paul shows itself in the story of the -
Acts by the sections where the word ‘we’is used. It first -
appears in Paul's embarking for Europe at Troas (Acts xvi.
10) and then disappears in Acts xvii, when Paul and Silas left
him at Philippi as Paul’s first missionary in Europe.

In the same neighbourhood six years later (A.D.59) the
‘we' reappears and continues to the end of Acts, where
Paul is left a prisoner in Rome.

From Colossians we learn that Luke was with Paul
during the latter part of the third journey and the first imprison-
ment in Rome. From 2 Timothy we learn that he was again
with him during the second and fatal imprisonment in Rome.

The fact of his being a doctor accounts for the superior
literary skill with which he writes and for the accuracy with
which he describes the miracles of hedling.
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' ) f-St. Luke’s Gospel
His name is Lucas, which is short for Lucanus. Probably 11I.  Outline 'o’ e onhood
» like many physicians of that day he was a fregdman and he (1) The,Saviodr's Bi
* may have taken the name of the family in which he had

Scene—Bethlehem and Nazareth chs. i, ii.
formerly been = slave.

(2) The Saviour's Anointing, Baptism and Temptation

ll. The Characteristics of Luke's Gospel Scene—Jordan and Desert

. [ iiv. 13.
is i i (Here comes in the genealogy as an -chs. iii~iv.
This e specially t‘g;u?:tsTls:oncemmg the Man, introduction to His Mission) )
esus
jour's Ministry to the people
It unfolds His Auman character and work among men. In (3 7"he Savzoufr s : 0 ihe pee
this respect Luke's Gospel is the complement of the Fourth His words of grace an

Gospel, which is the Gospel of the Son of God.

healing ) chs. iv. 14~ix. 50,
1. The Genealogy. Scene—Galilee—especially Caper-
This leads up to Adam, and through Adam to God. naum :
Matthew like a Jew stopped at Abraham. Luke is a Gentile. (4) The Saviour's journey to the Cross -
He gives the natural descent whereas Matthew gives the Scene—The way to Jerusalem
line through which the Crown came, o (During which His character and
2. Luke gives the hi.story of the bir'th and childhood . ° . purpose and the wickedness and chs. ix. 52-xix. 28
of Jesus.  Also the beautiful story concerning our Lord’s boy- impending doom of His enemies
hood. i become more and more ap-
3. Our Lord’s pity for the outcast and the despised is parent)
prominent in this Gospel. . (5) The Saviour’s Final work of Salvation
We see not so much the Jewish Messiah, as the world’s His atoning death and resurrec-l
healer,' re.deemer and lover f)f men. tion chs. xix. 29-xxiv.
This is the gospel of philanthropy. Scene—Jerusalem and Calvary }
E. g. The Parable of the good Samaritan x. 33

The Grateful Samaritan xvii. 16 e
The Pharisée and the Publican xviit. 9-14

Holiness
The Poor widow Xviil., 9-14
The Penitent thief

Xxiil. 29-42 By the Rev. A. Paramanandbham
The Prodigal son . XV. L
4. The Doctrines of Salvation—the virtue of Faith; ufl& g s
Jorgiveness of sins ; the Fatherhood of God—are more largely paend ojEsaubd
illustrated than in any other Gospel. o pa s Pprish)
Four times in Luke, Jesus says : uRsdsgden apud (Psre L. .
‘Thy faith hath saved thee '—vii. 50; viii. 48 xvii. 19 ; L Guuerads spes o plsrargpémade se
xviii, 42,

PoLn salmLiSer Qergpaie Hrese anu’,ﬂﬂ.a'va n_:.y
This is the charactesistic of the one who was a companion . Qurerp wrlip dQsrairnéd, sadr s@ws I5pU urisas
of St. Paul, : ”
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The ‘Retrospect’ of Rev. Hudson Taylor
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The Gospel according to St. John

This Gospel differs very widely from the other three. It
surpasses them in loftiness of aim and perfection of structure.

It is the greatest book of the Bible

The author was ‘that disciple whom Jesus loved’. In
mind and heart he was the greatest of the twelve. He was
probably the youngest of the disciples. He must have been
young as he lived until the end of the first century.

From John xix. 25 compared with Matt. xxvii. 56 and Mark
xv. 40, we gather almost certainly that Salome, John’s mother,
was the sister of Mary the mother of Jesus. John was there-
fore cousin to Jesus.

He long survived Peter and Paul and at the Fall of
Jerusalem (A.D. 70) he removed to Ephesus the centre of
Greek thought and Gentile Christian life in Asia Minor. We ’
have already referred in Lecture IT to the tradition which says
that John's Gospel was written at the request of the Ephesian
Elders. -

Heresy had sprung up in many forms and it assailed the
Person of "Christ.

(i) His true humanity was denied by those afterwards
called Docetists, who affirmed that His body and His death
on-the cross were mere phantasms—mere appearances.

(ii) His Deity was also denied by Gnostics, who held
that Christ was merely an emanation from God, one of a series
with many others. .

John was the only apostle left gnd he had to meet and
refute these false doctrines. ‘
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Meanwhile the Church had entered on a new cra. Jerusa-
lem had fallen. The power of Judaism was broken. The
kingdom of God had come to the Gentiles. The Christian
church had been well established and had become a wprfd-wide
institution. Its strength was now to be tested by the struggle
with false doctrine.

The other three Gospels had been written and circula-
ted for some time, say twenty years. Matthew’s was in use in
the Jewish and eastern churches. Mark’s in Rome and the
Western churches. Luke’s probably in all the regions of Paul’s
missionary labours, The life of Jesus had been made familiar
to the people everywhere,

The call upon John then was not to write the story of the
life of Christ as the other three had done. The work that he
had to do was to show forth certain aspects.of the teaching of
Christ so as to defend the church from false teaching,.

The Gospel was written between 90-100 A.D.

Contents and Characteristics of the Gospel
1. The Prologue ch.i. 1-18

It is a unique feature. The prologue gives the author's
leading ideas and general conceptions of the Person of Christ
in His relation to God on the one hand and to the world and
His disciples on the other.

It prepares us for what we find in the book, namely a
sublime drama in which God reveals Himself incarnate to the

ever-growing faith of the disciples and against the ever-deepen-
ing unbelief of the world. ‘

-

2. Christ’'s Judsean Ministry

The work in Judaa bulks largely in this Gospel. It is
implied though not related in the other Gospels. Except the
conversation with the woman of Samaria (ch. iv.) and the
address in the synagogue at Capernaum (ch. vi.), all the dis-
courses of the Gospel were at Jerusalem. In Judza its
most decisive miracles were wrought (chs. v. ix. xi.), Hence
the prominence of the Feasts in the Gospel, for it was on
these occasions that Clrist and His disciples went up from
Galilee according to national custom,
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3. Difference in style between John and the other

three. .

)

This difference can be accounted for in this way :

In the first three Gospels, Christ is usually found ad-
dressing the multitudes of Galilee—who were unlearned n}en.

In St. John's Gospel, Christ is arguing with the Scrlbfas
and Pharisees—keen Jewish scholars who were striving in
debate to drive matters to a crisis. Or else He is discussing
in the later chapters, with His apostles, things which they
will better understand hereafter. His words often baffle the
penetration of the Rabbis (ch. ii. 19-20-x. 24) and the intelli-
gence of His most sympathetic followers (ch vi. 60, xvi. 1-18)
Yet John's Christ can speak with all the simplicity and charm
of the Christ of the other Gospels {(e.g. ch. iv.)

4. Miracles or signs

* There are only eight miracles or signs. Six of them are
peculiar to John—that is all except the feeding of the five
thousand and the walking on the water.

The eight miracles are :—

(i) Wedding at Cana ch. ii.
(i) Healing the nobleman’s son ch. iv.
(iii) Impotent man at Bethesda ch. v.
(iv) Feeding of five thousand ch. vi.
(v) Walking on the water ch. vi.
(vi) Blind man cured at Siloam ch. ix.
(vii) Raising of Lazarus ch. xi.
(viii) Draught of fishes ch. xxi. .

S. Marks of time

The marks of time given by John are much more numerous
and distinct than those given by the other three.
(i) The Feusts which brought Jesus to Jerusalem are
noted.
(a) Passover, ii. 13. ;
(b) A Feast of the Jews, v.
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(c) Passover following the feeding of five thousand
which Jesus spent in Galilce, vi. 4.

(d) Feast of Tabernacles in same year, vii. 2-10.

(e) Feast of Dedication, x. 22.

(fy Last Passover, xi. 55-59.

Thus we learn from John that the public ministry of Jesus
included three Passovers and covered a period of not less than
three years.

(i) For further marks of time note the successive days in
John i. 29, 35, 43;ii. 1.

(iii) Note also i. 39; iv. 6; iv. 43 etc.
6. The Parting Discourses xiii-xvii.

The section of the Gospels most endeared to Christians is
chapters xiii-xvii. Our Lord's parting discourses and the
prayer for His church.

It declares the love of Christ to His own which are in the
world. It assures them of the safety and ultimate triumph

of the church, joined with Him henceforth through the spirit
in an imperishable union.

7. The authenticity of two sections of the Gospel is
questioned.

(i) Chapter xxi

-This appears to be an addition to the original work whose
design ﬁnxsbed in xx. 31. But there is no trace of the book
ever being in circulation without it. It seems most likely

that this was a postscript added by John himself before his
Gospel was published.

(ii) Chapters vii. 53-viii. 11.

This section is wanting in many of the oldest and best
manuscripts. Its style is not like John'’s and it interrupts the
connexion. It is at any rate an ancient and trustworthy
piece of tradition. It is a specimen of the ¢ many other things
Jesus did * which are referred to in John xxi, 25,

i eharc reis [t may have
been inserted in this place by the mistake of a co

pyist.
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8. St. John sees a deep spiritual meaning in common
objects and in seemingly casual events, E. g.
’

The Temple, 1. 19.
Serpent, iii. 14.
Living Bread, vi. 5.
Living Water, vii. 38 etc.
Analysis of John's Gospel
The Prologue Ch. 1. 1-18.

Sets forth the relation of Christ the Word.

(i) to God . 1.5
(i) to creation and mankind " 7"
(iii) to mankind in general. vv. 6-13.

(iv) to Disciples more specially vv. 14-18,
The Incarnate Revelation

A. To the World i. 19-xii. 50.
B. To the men of Faith—13-17.
C. The Catastrophe 18-20.

A. Manifestation of Christ to the World. 1. 19-xii. 50.
1. Testimony delivered (i. 19-iv. 54).

(i) By Baptist i. 19-34.
Accepted by faith of first disciple, i. 35~56,
Confirmed by miracle of Cana, ii. 1-12.
(iiy By Christ Himself
In Judea, ii. 13-iii. 36.
In Samaria, iv. 1-42.
In Galilee, iv. 43-54,

2. The conflict developed v—x.

(i) Questions rassed

(a) As to Christ’'s relation of somship to the
Father, v»
(b) Asto Christ asgsource of life to mankind,

vi.
2
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(ii) Debate continued .
Christ asserts Himself to be -
(a) The Living Water, vii,
(b) The World's Light, viii, ix.
(¢) The Door and Shepherd, x.

3. The Crisis Reached (xi. 1-xii. 50)

Brought about by
(a) Raising of Lazarus, xi. 1-xii. 11.
(b) Royal entry into Jerusalem, xii. 12-19.
(c) Presentiment of the end, xii. 20-43.
(d)* Final warning to unbeleiving World,
xit. 44-50.
B. Manifestation of Christ to men of Faith. xjil-xvi.

Christ now reveals Himself to His own.

1. By His last token of Love, xiii. (
2. By the last discourse of comfort, xiv-xvi.
3. By His last Prayer of Intercession, xvii.

C. The Catastrophe. xviij-xx.

I. The world’s unbelief in apparent triumph, with be-
trayal, trial, death, xviii—xix. 30.
2. The conclusive

vindication of faith commencing
on the cross

, secured by resurrection and culminating in the
confession of Thomas, xix 31~xx. 31.

The Epilogue ch. 21.

Concerning the Risen Christ and His church,
1. His relation to disciples at large, xxi. 1-14.
2.- His relation to individuals at large, xxi. 15-25.

v — o
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The Spirit of Christmas
By the Rev. J. S. M. Hooper, M. A.

IF when Christmas comes we are to enter into all its meaning,
during the days that come before it we shall be wise if
we do our best to realize its associations and to capture as far
as may be its elusive spirit. If, for a moment, we transport
ourselves to England at Christmas time, in what a wonderful
fairy-land of gifts and feasts and merrymaking do we find
‘ourselves. Out of doors, the earth all white with snow, the
‘trees sparkling with the fairy jewelry of the frost; indoors,
the roaring fireplace, with its yule-log, the walls and chande-
liers bright with holly and tempting with mistletoe, and round
the fire, the family, separated it may be during the rest of the
year, but united now for this one festival, playing games,
telling ghost stories, and rejoicing in reunion and recollection.
So much is familiar not only to those whose childhood hag
been spent in a Christian land, but to many a student of English
literature; Christmas stands out as the great and joyful feast
of family life.

But Christmas sheds its radiance over more than the
family. It is the onetime in the year when social sympathy
seems to be not only right, but inevitable. The barriers of
birth and riches are more easily overstepped then than at any
other time, and kindness to the poor, charity in deed and word
and thought, are given for the day the place that in our heart
of hearts we know they ought to have all through the year.
The hardest heart and the most closely guarded purse are not
proof against the enticements of a ghore generous spirit when
the Christmas bells are ringing, and%s perhaps in this that we
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come nearest to an appreciation of what Christmas really means.
The antiquarian may trace many of .the Ghristmas customs
back to the Saturnalia of Rome, back to some primeval feast
of the sun, back to the wild orgies of remote Norse forefathers
but the Christmas spirit is not to be confounded with any
Christmas custom, and is not to be derived from any source
but Jesus Christ, whose birthday feast the
that day.

To a little child Christmas is the great day for receiving
presents; and to us who are no longer children, Christmas is
the great day for rememberting God’s gift of His Son to a needy
world. All our Christmas hymns remind us of what cause
for-thankfulness we have in the historic gift of Jesus Christ.
We sing of the little Babe of Bethlehem, and our hearts are
warmed as we allow ourselves to'dwell again on that most
beautiful of all the stories of the world. We recal the angels’
song, of peace and goodwill and joy, and think of all the nine-
teen hundred years in which their message has been repeated
to a turbulent and anxious world, with so little apparent wel.-
come. Then, away from the historic Jesus of Bethlehem and
Galilee and Calvary, with another word, ‘Immanuel’, as
starting point, our minds range again over the long Chris,tian
centuries through the experience of the many who have found
God“ with them in a vew and wonderful way since the first
Christmas Day, to our own time and ourselves. If the gift
9f God in Jesus Christ'is to be reakand valuable to me to-day
in my heart there must be found the same peace and g:oodwill
of which the angels sang when they heralded the first comin
of their Lord to earth, If Christmas is to be more than thi
celebration of an old-fashioned anniversary, we must receive
on this Christmas Day the very gifts that Jesus first came to
give. And of all His gifts, Jesus is Himself the chief ; it is He
wl_xom we must have born again in our own hearts, so .that
whether or not there is room in the inn or the churc}.) or the:
prayer-meeting for Him, there may never be any doubt ahout
the eagerness of the welcome with which we cry to Him:

§ . :
There is room in my heart, Lord ] i
) esus, there is room in
- beart for Thee '. ~ my
?

Christian keeps on
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But exactly what does it mean to have ‘ room in our heart’
for Jesus?® It megns certainly, without any figures of speech,
that the same mind that was in Christ Jesus shall be found in
us; that the character which is Christlike shall be ours. To
sing hymns about the over-crowded inn, and the welcome
that we should have been prepared to give if we had been in
Bethlehem at the time when a resting-place was needed for
the new-born Saviour, is the merest sentiment, if at the same
time our heart is full of desires and thoughts which cannot
exist with the thought of Jesus. To give Him room means,
not to give Him a room, part of the space, in our life, but to
give Him all the room, the full control, of our whole being.
Instead of our own desires, His: instead of our will, His;
instead of our outloolf, His. ’

Now the very heart of the character of Jesus Christ is
summed up in th¢ word Love: and Love iavolves giving
rather than receiving. In our thought of Christmas and

" dts spirit thus far we have been dwelling on all that we

have received of love and goodness at the hands of God. It
{is the first part of Christmas for us all, to be receivers; God
so loved that He gave; Christ so loved that He gave; we
were so loved that we received. But we cannot rest content
with that. Ona memoriai stone a sorrowing husband inscribes
the words * To the memory of my loving and beloved Wife';
and it is only when the beloved is also the lover thata re,
lationship reaches perfection. We must not merely thank °
God that in giving us Jesus Christ He bas given us peace and
joy; if that is all, the blesseduess of Christmas is not fully
ours; we are still in the position of receivers, and ‘it is more
blessed to give than to receive’. Christmas for us should be
not chiefly a time when other people give us presents and do.
their best to make us happy; it should be a time when, more
than at all other times, we remind ourselves that it is Qpr
business, as those who possess the mind of Jesus, to give love
and joy and peace, wherever we go. We should see to it that
in every gathering in which we are during the Christmas sea-
son there is so much love. and kindig:ss that there .is no room
wha.le\}er_ for.g;udgcs, and spite, td selfishness and gossip. " -
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Qur main thought, if itis our privilege to take part in any-
thing like a family gathering during these ,days, must be, not
to have a good time ourselves, but to give other people a good
time. Wherever we find any trace of evil-speaking or unkind-
ness we should crowd it out by love, overcoming evil by the
sheer force of good. This is to have the greatest gift of all—
the gift of a Christlike spirit, transforming the world; and
against this no closed doors, no deliberate hostility, can ultim-
ately stand; the one prevailing power, the power that is
another name for God Himself, is that of a Love that will
" take no refusal or rebuff, that disarms hatred or opposition, and
by its all-compelling power transforms even those who are

ourenemies into friends. And this spirit of Love it is which
is the essential spirit of Christmas.
N *

g Pl

The Letter to Thyatira
By the Rev. F. Goodwill
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