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Vol. V. October 1919.
ygseh V.] FIDES AC ROBUR. [sdut 10.
CIRCULAR

of His Lordship the Bishop of Coimbatore
to the Clergy of His Diocese.

e ——————
]

COIMBATORE,
8th September, 1919.

DEAR REV. FATHER?

It isupiversally acknowledged that every workman
is worthy of his hire.  Our Diyine Saviour Himself
has taken care to declare that the evangelical workman
is no exception to the common law. (Matt. x. 10).

§t. Paul, expounding at length this sound truth in a
masterly style, bases his argument not only on the
example given by J. C. and His apostles, but also on the
ground of natural right and on the authority of the
Mosaic Law and of the evangelical precepts. He
corroborates his statement with motives of propriety and
stimilitudes. Finally the Great Apostle summing up
his argument concludes that * they who serve the gltar
should partake of the altar” and that it is the will of
J. C. that “they whoe preach the Gospel should live by
the Gospel " (¢fr. i Cor. ix. 1-11). Such ‘has been the

practice in the Chureh from the beginning.
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On ope hand, the apostles, following the precepts
of Jesus, give gratuitously what they have received
gratuitously (Matt. x. 8) viz,, the truth, the grace and
the Blood of Christ which have a transcendent, super-
natural and divine value beyond all proportion or
equivalence to any salary (Act. viii. 20); on the other
band, considering that priests are chosen among the
sons of men  for the spiritual service of their neighbours
(Heb. v. 1) and that they are subject to the common
needs of human kind, it follows that it is the duty of the
faithful to provide suitably for their necessaries of life ;
hence the custom firmly established in the Church to
provide for the expenses of divine worship and the
obligation religiously accepted by the faithful to con-
tribute to the sustenance of the sacrificer, In this
respect, however, all idea of price, compensation .or
remuneration ought to be put aside. It must be con-
sidered as a gift, a subsidy offered to the priest on the
l(igcasion of a spiritual service required and received from
im. -

The highest form of the priestly ministry is un-
doubtedly the Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Mass offered
for a special and personal intention.

Theology Yeaches us that on.the Altar, as well as on
Calvary, the Sacrifice is offered up for all men. However,
the end and the effects of the Sacrifice of the Altar
require that the redeeming grace which is derived from
the Sacrifice of the Cross as from its universal source,
be applied to particular persons. This explains how,
in addition to the glory given to God, the benefit im-
parted to the Church in general and especially to the
offering priest and to the faithful offering with him,
the Sacrifice of the Mass has itself a virtue of its own.
a special value applicable to a determined person, living
or dead, for whom it is celebrated. On the Cross the
Blood of Christ was shed for all, on the Altar the benefit
of the Holy Blood must be applied to a determined person
or persons. To such person belongs the principal fruit of
the Sacrifice, so that it becomes his own Sacrifice “ Meum
Sacrificium.” --The priest is bound in justice to celebrate

the Sacrifice for which he has received a stipend, however
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» " .inadequate it may be, if compared to the infinite value

of the Holy Mass, as there cannot be any relation of
equation between the finite and the infinite.

If any one, therefore, wishes to be entitled to the
special fruit of the Sacrifice, he must make a donation
both for the material expenses of the Sacrifice and the
maintenance of the sacrificer. This condition is required
by the nature of things.

But, in order to avoid abuses always too prompt
to slip into all human things and especially in matters
closely related to material concerns, and to remove all
claims of covetousness as well as dangers of an exag-
gerated parsimony, the Church has entrusted to the
Bishops the care of fixing in their respective dioceses the
rates of Mass stinends, ete.  In doing so the Bishops take
into account poth the priests’ necessaries of life and the
general cipeumstances of the faithful, and their regu-
Iations must be Adapted to places and time.

If on one hand we compare the ordinary conditions
&f modern life to those of 30, nay 6, years ago, we must
admit that they afe very different. The salary of
employees, the wages of workmen (coolies),_ trade,
industry and the production of the soil have considerably
incroased, and the welfare of the people has generally
improved.  On the other hand, the necessaries of life
having doubled and even tripled in price, it is evident
that the actual rates of Mass stipends ete. are no more
proportionate to the present wants of the priest either for
his own maintenance or for the upkeep of his good works
and charities.

We deem it reasonable, therefore, to prescribe in our

.Diocese a slight increase in the rates and to adjust them

to the present circumstances without imposing upon
the faithful of good will a burden beyond their means.

Therefore, Dear Rev. Father, be so kind as to com-
municate the contents of this letter to your parlshlpners
and to inform theme that, henceforth, the Mass stipend
shall be Rs. two (2). a
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The new table of Church fees will be sent to you
shortly under -sqparate cover. However, if you require
any modification to this table of Church fees for special
reasons and for your particular parish or a portion of it,
youmay represent the case to me and appl y for a sanction
which will be granted if found necessary,

With my blessing to you and your cong

regation,
I am,
Dear Rev. Father,
Yours very sincerely in J. C.

(Sd.) & AUGUSTIN ROY,
Bishop of Coimbeatore.

———————
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A Letter from an Indian Priest
to His Lordship the Bishop of Coimbatore.

MY LORD,

I humbly request a favour which, undoubtedly, is in
your Lordship’s power to grant.

All over the world subscriptions are being made
and donations given on behalf of the people of the
devastated parts of France, to help them to rebuild their
churches and houses, and to buy the necessary imple-
ments for their work.

We Indians of the four Dioceses who are indebted
to France more than anybody else are failing in our duty
to come forward to give a helping hand to our benefactors
now in distress.  Our Missionariesy churches, seminaries,
schools, hospitals, convents and orphanages are all

_living monuments of the generosity of the noble French
nation.

153
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. I know that our kind-hcarted benefactors, clergy
and laity, do not expect any help from us even in their
distress. But arc we thereby justified to see them in dire
necessity without contributing our mite towards their
relief 2 Are we to pass by like the Pharisee and the
Levite wanting in charity towards our suffering brethren
in France ? Oh, no—we are poor; but should not those
who suffer less, help those who suffer more ? France is
dearer to us than Lithuania! Such being the case, T
humbly request your Lordship to send a circular asking
all the Parish Priests of the Diocese to start a subscription
for this purpose. Nobody can reasonably object to it.
Now, my Lord, T beg to be excused if I am injudicious
in my request, which I humbly submit to your wise
consideration.

Your ever obedient child in Xt.,

‘ (SL)  (An Indian Priest.)

His  Lordship the Bishop of Coimbatore was deeply
moved by the above touching request.  He leaves it to
the discretion of the Parish Priests of His diocese to
comply with it in the best way possible in their respec-
tive parishes,

Colicetions may be sent to His Lordship who will
forward them to France. The amount contributed by .
every parish will be published in this paper.

[The Editor]
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NOTICE.

Wo heroby uotify to the Revd. Clergy of our
Diocose that the obligation of saying the hitherto
prescribed oration “ pro paco ” at Mass and the other
prayers for peace at Bonedietion shall cease on the
d1st October 1919,

Mowever, in thanksgiving to Almighty God for
tho Victory of tho Allies and the Poace of the world
tho oration *‘pro gratiarum actione” (Deus, cujus
misoricordix non ost numerus. Post missam de SS.
Trinitate) shall be+said at Mass during the month
of November 1919.  Servatis rubricis.
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The (Jovernment of India have drawn attention

. to the fact that the last column of the registers of
. . ] .

baptisms, marriages and burials has not always been
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signed by the person who actually conductéd the
ceremony but, that tho name has been filled up by
somo othor person. This procedure is doubtless due
to the fact that the present heading of the column in
the registers is “name and designation of person by
whom the ceremony is performed.” The Government
of India accordingly suggest that this heading in all
the three registers should he altored into “Signature
and designation of person by whom the ceremony is
performed.” 1 havo the honouwr therefore to roquost
- that you will be so good as to make the correction in
the registers maintained in the churches wnder your
jurisdiction and in the forms of quarterly returns of
sacred offices. e

*

To cusure that the requirements aro observed |
would suggest that the headings in the registors and
in the forms on hand and those that mav be vecoived
may he corvected as early as practicable.

1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
C. M. SCITMIDT,

Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and Marriages.

’

N. B.—Communicated by order of His Lordship the Bishop of

Coimbatore to the Rev. Clergy of his Diocese.
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T'he Mesgengeﬂ of Truth.
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Vol. vI. April 1920. No. 4.
Udsah VI.) FIDES AC ROBUR. [ploui 4.
. NOTICE.

According to a new Indult graciously granted by
tlie Holy Father tlo Pope to the faithtul of India, on
the 31st January 1920, and communicated by His KEx-
cellency the Delegate Apostolic to His Lordship the
Bishop of Coi,mba{;ore, tho following moditications are
to be made to the rules of Iast and Abstinence pre-
viously issued for the diocese of Coimbatore :—

1.—Tho obligation of Fast and Abstinence on
Holy Saturday is completely romoved.
2.—The Vigil of the Assumption of the B. V. M.is
to be added to the days of abstinence.
. The above Indult, including all the other Lenten

rules and concessions already in force in the Diocese
of Coimbatore, iy granted for an unlimited time.

L]
{ By order of Ilis Lordship the Bishap of Coimbatore. }
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Vol. VI. June 1920. No. 6.
yssad VI.] FIDES AC ROBUR. (shub @,
NOTICE.

Office of the Registrar-General of
’ Births, Deaths and Marriages,
* MADRAS.

Dated the 5th May 1920.
Six, |
1. The Government of India have directed that
there should be opened in the Register of Marriages,
by the side of the existing column headed * Signature
of two or more witnesses present,’” a new column
headed « Names of witnesses in full,” and that in this
column the names of the witnesses should be, written
clearly and legibly Tn registers where there is no
separate column for signatures of witnesses, their
names should be entered clearly and legibly immedi-
ately below their autograph signatures. The object
18 to obviate the inconvenience caused by the tact that
the signatures of witnesses are frequently found to be
illegible and undecipherable. Ihave the honour there-
fore to request that you will be so good as to have the
requisite addition made in the registers in your charge
and in the forms of copioss or extracts of marriage en-
tries. The Superintendent of Stationery has been re-
quested to make the necessary addition in the future
supply of marriage returns and forms.
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2. I have the honour*to invite your special at-
tention to the note at the head of the letter form used
by myself wlkch is reproduced below

“ Communications and remittances should he ad-

dressed to the sender of this letter by his official
designation unless thoy are of a demi-official
or confidential nature when his namo as woll
asg designation should he omployed.”

The result of addrossing communications which are
not of a confidential or demi-official nature to the
Registrar-Gonoral by namo as well ag by dosignation
involves delay in mauny cases, as, whon I am on tour,
these communications, boing treated as personal,
follow me and have to be roturnod to my hoadquartors
office. I have thorefore tho honour te roquost  that
the instructions which 1 have quoted mway be followed
invariably.

I have the honour to be,
Sir, ,
Your most. obedient sorvant,
C. M SCHMIDT,
Registrar-tieneral of Iirihs,
Deaths awd Mariiages.
(By order of His Lordship the Bishop of Coimbatore)
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In private—watch your thoughts ;
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