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' Forewbrd by
Sachivothama

Dr. Sir C. P. RAMASWAMI 1YER,
K CS8.I,K.C.LE,LL.D.

Sri M. Ramanatha Dikshidar has produced a valuable
work, “The Samaveda Sarvasvam” along with the
Kadiragrhya Sutram. They have been published with the
benedictions and under the sponsorship of Sri Jagadguru
Sankaracharya of Kamakoti Peetam. Sri Ramanatha

_Dikshidar who has been conferred the titles of Samaveda

Vidvan and Vedanta Siromani, is working in the National
High School, Mannargudi, and is a Schc_:lor of distinction.

The Samaveda has attained special celebrity by reason
of the conspicuous mention made of it in the Bhagavat
Gita wherein the Liord Sri Krishna affirms that smong the
Vedas he embodies the Samaveda. In sponsoring the
Pandit’s two publications, Jagadguru Sankarachaya has
outlined the scope of the labour enshrined in these books;
and, in his preface Sri Ramanatha Dikshidar points
out that the soul of Samaveda is song and that all later
musical developments stem from this veda. It is held
to comprise the seven svaras and to have been the con-
stant preoccupatlon of Narada during his universa] travels.
The Samaveda is dear alike to the Devi and to Sri
Krishna, Itis reputed to have 1000 Sakhas of which
only two or three are now extant. In the south of India,
the Kouthuma Sakha is the one mainly observed and
followed; and attached to it are subsidiary treatises relat~
ing to bymnology, Srouta Sutras and Grahya and
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Dharm.a Sutras and Karikss.; Some of them have been
abbreviated and compressed and it is claimed by the
autbor‘ tha.t the sx.lbstance of 70 works have been concen-
tt;ted in this publication. A perusal of this work would
8 or'd & complete and nsefy] guidance to all students of
Vedic lore. - .
; Tl?e author, with commendable energy,
end wide to obtain manuscripty and old

which he could secure ooly in & mutilated form. The
Samaveds ig very largely concerned with the details of
Yag&s Or sacrifices like Agnishtoma, Vajapeya and
Athiratra.  One of the Sutras of the Samaveda to which |
myself belong is the Drahyayana Sutra which has been

commented on by Dhanvi in hig Dipika and a variant of
Which, the Latyayana Sutes, is in vogne in North India.

Ramanatha Dikshidar rightly observes that very few of
these works appended to the Samaveda are now known to
scholors and i i, therefore, & matter of special congratula.
tion that they have been made available to us in a work

wlfich is the result of many years of search for manus-
cript and sustained literary labour, |

has sought far

The book containg g
especially of the Kouthy
rahmana portiong.
Seven Ganas and mak
which are to be found
the present recensions
be indebted o the anth
Grahya Sutra; angd ¢

genera} description of the Sakhas
ma Sakha with its Mantra and
1t also contains a description of the
e8 special referonce to those Rites
only in the Samaveda and not in
of the Rigveda. The public must
or for a complete description of the
' here is also an exposition of the
Gayatri Chandas. With great industry, a collection has
.~ been made of the various Prayogas compiled by several
scholors, Ta the Grabya Sutra portion, the various rituals

texts some of .

iii

and mantras—connected with Marriages, Upansyanas,
Homas, Agni Sandhans, Aupasina, and Dares Purnam.:;sla“
Sthalipaga are detailed in 8 clea.r and comprehensi he
manner. Not only those belonging to the Ssx}mved )
but all students of the Vedas wust be deeply .mdebt'ed
to the author for his diligent research a‘nd hl‘s erudxte

compilation.

It may be added thal, in additic?n to the Sam'aveda
Sarvasvam. Sri Ramsnatha Dikshidar has *prerougl‘y
published Tamil commentaties on Appayya D1k§b1t 8
Aditys Stotra Ratnam snd Durga Chandra Kala Stuti, He
has also published s useful Sama.ved.a Upakarma Pmyoga
and editions, with short commentaries of Devatadhyaya
Brahmana and Samhitopanishad Brahmana.

Madras - 18

Teynampet, }
10—2—61

C. P. Ramgswami Ayyar.
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Dr. V. RAGHAVAN, M.4, PH.D,
{w.o -'' + PROFESSOR OF SANSKRIT : © "'
3 UNIVERSITY ' OF. MADRAS.: ..

"The Samaveda Sarwasva is a small thesaurus
of all that needs to be known about the Sama Veda,
its ganas, it8 lakshana-granthas, ritual literature
and the later works expounding different aspects
of the above. Even those who have constantly to
deal with these mhaterials get bewildered sometimes
and the compendious accounts in this book will
gerve them as & useful ready roference book. The
author is one of the leading Sama-srautis of Tamil-
nad and he has taken much trouble in collecting all
the useful material he has presented here.

*, The volume carries also the text of the Khadira-
grihys sutra of the Samavedins with Rudraskanda’s
commentary, in-Grantha script and with Tawil
translation. The work of Sri M. Ramasatha Dikshitar
deserves all encouragement. _ )
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Pandit A. M. RAMANATHA DIKSHITH, M. A.
‘ Head of the Deptt. of Theology
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