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INTRODUCTION

We who really belong to the passing generatiom
"had the English language for our mother—a mother who
however proved to be only our stepmother—a rare step-
mother indeed, who taught us Freedom and showed us
the greatness of our own mother, the Tamil language:
One of the finest products of this wonderful nursery is
the present book on ¢ Literary Criticism,” by my friend
Muthuveerasami Naidu, who has in the best traditions
of English culture found time amidst his work as a
District Registrar to write this monumental work in the
best Tamil style reminding us of Maraimalai Adikal.
His poetic work on ¢ Beauty’ (eriflév) with an introduc -
tion which has probably now grown into this work,
has already introduced the author to the Tamil
world.

Modern Aesthetics has become objective and
quantitative and what the man in the street hankers
after as modern literature has become vulgar and
melodramatic. This seems to be the natural reaction
to the priggish pretensions of the nineteenth century
idealism., Ieaving alone these theorists, when one
goes to the pristine source of the Classics, one finds
the ideal and the real becoming one and it is to the
masters of these classic works, that our author turns

for inspiration. e
L]
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“Arts for Arts’ sake? is the cry of the modern
hedonist, But ar is funda;

mentally human and the '
characterigtic feature of Mg

0 is his gearch for the
Supreme valyes of Truth, Goodness and Beauty.

Probably it is thig that TolkAppiar means when he,
Speaks of « LES &0 Q. Tt is Man's greatness that
be willingly bears the cross and that he gets himself burnt -
to the stake with a smile in his face for the sake of
Truth and Goodness. Human art, therefore, necessarily
breathes this sweet aromg, of truth and shines with this
brilliant radignee of Goodness. They form as it were
$he root of the tree where blossoms the Beauty of
At As Goethe puts it T, Beautiful is higher
than the Good. The Beautiful . incluges in it the
Good”, To say that Art is merely pleasant is an abuse of
language ; it ig & divine joy of tragedy too—it is the

rubric
ent of Tiruvalluyar « Arathal Varuvate
Pam,” interpre

ting it in an original way to support
this thegis,

The Prostitution
80 unbearaple that

divine glories of Apt,

of Art on the Silver Screen ig
S0me  critics in protest sing the

To them the poetic experience
eXperience, Though our author
escapes thig heresy
The poet
. beautifu ]

HEDe qpergrenr *

e 18 aware of
. ; gseer even when h

erge, whilst the

quv y

i in the transcendental
thi? ?e&;gku:gsesan; Hril;ie:f Lord. But all the. s?a.x.ne
gly;:lp:uthor never forgets for ?, xx.lome‘nt G‘rthek ::dmtlzz

f Art. Poetry, as the word 81gn1§es in 1.'ee he
. ding word Ceyyul does in Tamil, conno
'001'1'9'51’01.1 fd the Tamilians, as Kumaraguruparar
/c'rea'tlon,onzider the poet greater than B‘ra.‘hma,,@ th‘e
Smgﬂi,;orc The poet, whilst he is a poet, is divine—he 1}
.l(i)::;.lly. inspired ; he is but a lute in the ha,nc%‘sh of G:r:

hich He plays. The author .dea..ls with poetry
a5 conce d in the mind of the poet in his first _ cha.ptfar
on c‘(‘mcewz ” with poetry as delivered to the wo?ld in
zlils sel(;n; ch;,pter on Form and W.ith ?ts (}lorxes 1_n1 k:;
third shapter. This theory t k(l)f m?:nra::;)i?in;mazf :he
some to think that fhe author e
i(;lzlonscious artists and poei'.sr dto a:vhg;z{kitlzj ;li:slc "
e com‘; :i:i?:lvzzv ir;t: c:)c:)el;ls and who therefore
- armng(} d sings of Himself ‘through them. Bu’t
fe?l ﬂ%&t to correct interpretation of our Author’s
'thlS' " 'sa made clear in the second chaip.ter
e e 11‘ious techniques of conscious compos.lt?on
. t}'l: Vajd Even the conscious artist is bu.t gwmg
ar:)r:l::;nezz éod within, even as a mother delivering a
ex

i tor.
child is but an instrument in the hands of the Crea

Here is resolved the mystery that, though the s.tylet hl:
n, yet the art is great only when art, expressing :
;:Zs;n);lity of the-artist, becomes impersonal by becoming
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one with the Universal. In the third chapter the author

comes to emphasize the supreme excellence of poetry—as
the nectar, the ambrosia, the divine feast, the boon, the
Sanjeevi, the eye of the eye, the divine grace, the
Tiru of the Tevaram Saints and the divine Beauty.

All this is not mere theory ;

of the greatest poets and artists—Goethe, Shakespeare,
Wordsworth, Shelly, Keats, Tagore and Kamban. True
to the traditions of Tamil land and India, our author has
emphasized this truth. Various topics of aesthetics are
discussed within thjs frame-work, but the originality of
the book lies in delivering the message of the theory of
poetry as conceived by the great poets. The author
himself is & poet and this book on literary criticism is

itself a masterpiece of literature. A few greal works
on literary criticism have been publi

shed in recent times
and yet the present work has a pl

ace in the Modern
World as an original contribution with g message.

[

1t is the experience

Madras, )
1-5-1954, T. P. MEENAKSHISUNDARAN,
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do they spin: yet Solomon in all his glory was nob arrayed
like one of these.”

—The Holy Bible. 8t. Luke 12: 27th verse.
92, ¢« And this our life exerapt from public bannt

TFinds tongues in trees, books in running brooks
Sermons in stones, and good in every thing.”

—~W. Shakespears, As you ke it, Act 11 Scene L.
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1. “This listle flute of & reed thou hast carried over
hills and dales, and hast breathed through it melodies
-eternally new, At the immortal touch of thy hands my little
heart looses its limits in joy and gives birth to utterance
ineffable.” —R. Tagore, Gitanjali, 1.

2. ¢ Bing, Heavenly Muse, that on the secret top

Of Oreb, or cf Sinai, didst inspire
That shepherd. who first taught the chosen seed

In the beginning how the Heavens and Earsh
Rose out of chaos... . .. R

—John Mxlton, Paradlse Losb Book 1, 6—10.
8. “Poetry as has been said, differs in this. respect from
logic, that it is not subject to the control of the active powers

of the mind, and that its birth and occurrence have no
necessary connection with the consclousness of the will ”?

—Sheliy;, A Deftnce of Poetry-
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1. “But in the inbervals of inspiration, and they may
be freq'ient without being durable, a poet becomes a man and
is abandoned to the reflux of the influences under which others
habitually liye.” Lo —Shelly, A defence of poetry .
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1. ¢« Alag I have nor hope nor health,
Nor peace within nor calm around,
Nor that content surpassing wealth
The sage in meditation found,
And walked with inward glory crowned—
Nor fame, nor power, nor love, nor leisure.
Others I see whom these surround—
Smiling they live, and call life pleasure ;—
To me that cup has been dealt in another measuro.”
—P. B Shelly, Stanzas written in dejection near Naples,
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L “We look before and after,
And pine for what ig naught,?”

—P. B. Shelly, To a Sky Lark.
2. “ Better than all measures
Of delightfull sound,
Better than all treasures
That in books are found,
Thy skill to poet were, thou scorner of the ground!”
—P. B. Shelly, To a Sky Lark.
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Be our jo{éﬁ three par;égig 3
Strive and hold chesp the strain ;
Learn, nor account the pang; dare, never grudge the throet

—R. Browning, Rabbi Ben Ezra, stanza: 6.

1. % When I consider how my light is spent

Ere balf my days, in this derk world sud wide,
And how oneitalent which is death to hide
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent
To gerve there with my Maker, and present

My true account, lest he returning chide,—

Doth God exnct day labour, light denied ?

T fondly ask:-~But patience to prevent

That murmur, soon replies; God doth not need
Either man’s work, or his own Gifts: who best
Bear bis mild yoke, they serve Him best: His state
Is kiogly ; thousands at His bidding speed

And post over land and ocean without rest :-

They also serve who only stand and wait.

'—John Milton;, On his blindpess.
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s wrapped up in these rather rough embodiments.
!Sl?)t;)l;t?higz she dll)cll) mea!?. To the sesing eye that .sometl‘ninhg
were " discernable.... At bottom, it is the po\et’s ‘flrst gift, ds it is
all men's, that he have intellect enought...Tu the poet, as to
every other, we say first of all see. -If you cannot ldm that it ia
of no use to keep. stringing rhymes together, jingling agaipst
each gther, and pame yourself a poet. R
. —Thomas Carlyle, Hero as poet. .

1. v« When to the new eves of thee KT e
~ 21l ¢hings by immoztal power, .
Near-or far;-- _— —_— .
Hiddenly
To each other linked are,
That thou can’st not stir a flower
Without troubling of a star
. Oh seek no more.” .
—Francis Thompson, The Mistress of Vision, stanza: XXII.
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1. ¢ Poutry is the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings.f’
—W. Wordsworth, Poetry and Poetic diction.

“ Wba.t is poetry but the thoughts and words in
motion spontansously embodies itself.”

which e

—John Stuart Mill, Poofry and.its varieties.
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“T1t was mid-day when you went away.
The sun was strong in the sky.
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The doves cooed tireless in the shade, and & bee strayed
¥y roora humming the news of many distant fields.

inm

..................

I had forgntten to braid my hair.
vlayed with it upon my cheek.

---------

The languid breeze

.........

road was hot and fields panting.”

—R. Tagore, The Gardener, 55.
8. The Gardener. T ( .
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1. «In point of fact, it appears that Shakespeare did owe
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¢ Great men are distinguished by ra.nge'a.nd extent, than
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indebted man. ...... » :

« Thought is the property of him who can entertain it ;
and of him who can adequately place it. A certain awkward-
ness marks the use of borrowed thoughts ; but as soon as we
thave learnt what to do with, them, they becomse our own.”

s =B« Wi Emerson, Shakespeare or the poet.
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1. “That night the Rani had a dream in which the
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—Mathew Arnold, The choice of subjects in poefry.
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made vigible to the mind’s ¢

be conveyed by
instrumentation.”

—James Henry Leigh Hunt, An answer to the
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2. “Hence the fame of sculptors, painters and musicians,
although the intrinsic powers of the great masters of these arts
may yield in no degree to that of those who have employed
language as the hieroglyphic of their thoughts has never
equa!led that of poets in the restricted sense of the term.” ’

—P. B. Shelly,y A-defence of.poetry.
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1.« Oh altic shape! Fair attitude! with brede

of marble men and maidens over wrought,
With forest branches and the trodden weed ;

Thou silent form, dost tease us out of thought
As doth eternity : cold pastoral !

When old age shall this generation waste.
Thou shalt remain, in midst of other woe
‘Than ours, a friend to man, to whom say’st,

‘¢ Beauty is truth, truth beauty,”’—that is all
Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.”

—Keats. Ode on & Grecian Urn.
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1. «“He (Shakespeare) is the grandest thing we have
vet done...Consider now, if they asked of us, will you give up
your Indian Empire or
Indian Empire or no Indian Ewpire; we cannot do without
-8hakespenre. Indian Bmpire will 80, at any rate, some day;
but this Bhakespeare does not 80; he lasts for ever with us;
‘We cannot give up Shakespears.”

—T. Carlyle, The Hero as poet.
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1. ¢ Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard
Are sweeter; therefore ye soft pipes, play on;
Not to the sensual ear, but, more endeard,
Pipe to the spirit ditties of no tone :
Fair youth, beneath the trees, thou canst not leave
Thy song, nor ever can those trees he bare 3
Bold lover, never, never canst thou kiss,
Though winning near the goal - yet, do not grieve ;
She cannot fade, though thou hast not thy bliss,
For ever will thou love, and she be fair |

—Keats, Ode on & Grecian Urn.
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his overflowing cup of my life?
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own eternal harmony.. © ol i
114 is weaving words in my min thy joy is
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“ Look not thou down but up!
To uses of a cup, :
The festal board, lamp’s flash and trumpets’ peal
The new wine’s foaming flow, ‘
The Master’s lips a - glow !
Thou, heaven’s consummate cup, what needst thou

with earth’ wheel P : S
—R. Browning, Rabbi Ben Ezra: 175 - 180.
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