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INTRODUCTION.

bt

I have baen asked to write an introduction to Mr.
Aiyar's < Nayak Kingsof M v lura”

R. 8. Narayanaswami
pleasant

-and perhaps the best- way of discharging that
‘though difficult function is to prepard the path of the
‘reader to the oventful period when the Nayaks held
sway over Madura. Everyone knows of the growt anti-
quity of the Kingdom of Madara. which at tha dawn of
‘South Indian History had already come to be riled over
by the Pandyas. The Makavamsa, the w.ll-kaown
*Ceylon Chronicle, states that Vijaya, the first King of
‘Ceylon, who should be assignad & date not far removed
from 500 B. ., was the son-in-Jaw of & Panlya King-
Megasthenes, the great ambassador at the cort of
‘Chandragupta (about 300 B. C.) mentions tao Pandya
Kingdom. In one of Asoka's inscriptions, th3 Pandy s
Kingdom is mentioned as one of the independent statos
.of the South to which he sent missionaries to preach
Buddhism. The Hathigumpa inscription of Kuiravola
(about 100 B. C.) conveys the intarasting infor.mation
‘that the Pandya King, who was Kharavela’s friend sent
‘pearls and ‘elophant ships’ as prasonts to tha  wall-
known Monarch of Kalinga. It is stated that ths Indian
'meassy to the Roman Emperor Augustas, that i3 mom-
fﬁoned by Strabo (A. C. 20) was sent by the Pandya
King. Pliny (A. C. 77) montions the ‘Pandian’ raler and
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his ‘emporium of Modoura.’ Ptolemy (A. C. 140) refor®
to ‘Modoura the Kingdom of the Pandion.” Ancient.
Tanil literature of the Sangam period gives us a picture-
of the Pandiya Kingdom, which appears to have attained
a very bigh degree of civilization, and of Pandya-Kings-
who besides being great warriors were also great rulers-
They were patrons of learning and not infrequently the
scions of the royal house who could ¢ sweetly make and
sweetly sing.’

Inscriptions tell us that about the close of the Gth
ccntury A. C., the Pandyas came in conflict with the
Pallavas ; and from both inscriptions and Tamil litera~
ture, we note that Nandivarman Pallava Malla gained
victories over the Pandyas at Mannai and Nenmali (Vide
Periya Tirn Moli II 9) in the Sth century. In the 9tk
century, the Pandyans became ascendant and apparently
exercised control over the Chola territory (South Indjan
Inscript.ions 11, 864) ; and at Tiruppiambiam they WOD
a Victory over the Gangas (S.I.I.II. 381) Accord-
ing to the Mahavamsa, they also invaded Ceylon in the.
time of the Singhalese King Sena I. However, ab the:
close of the century, the Cholas would appear to have®
regained their power; and in the reign of Parantaka I
(first half of the 10th century) the prond Pandyas for
the first time appear to have fallen definitely under the
supremacy of the Cholas. (Epi. Ind. V, 42; 8. I. L Hf
379). The reverse that the Cholas sustained in a battld
near Arkonam which they fought against the Rashtra
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Zutas about 949 A. C. was taken advantage of by the
“Pandyas, who rose in rebellion and defeated the Chola
Aditya Karikala; but soon after, Rajaraja I (985—1013)

‘again brought them into subjection, and the individuality
-of the Pandya was so completely wipad out that the

very Pandya Kingdom came to be known as Rajaraja-
Pandi-Nadua. The attempt of the Pandyas to throw off
the Chola supermacy, in which they wers assisted by
the Chera King and the King of Caylon, app3ars to have
‘signally failed (S. I. I. TIL 37 and 53).

Early in the 13th contury the powar of Cholas
began to decline, and this enabled the Pandyas to
‘establish themselves at Madura as independent ruler for
‘about a century. All accounts agree in extolling the
wealth, splendour and importance of the Pandya Kingdom
-during this period. It seems to have extonded from
‘Quilon to Nellore. Marco Polo tells us that Kayalpatti-
nam was then a great emporium of extensive sea-borne
trade. We find that during this period, ths Pandya
King sent an embassy to the famous Kubla Khan, the
Mougol Emperor (1233 A. C.) Howaver, the canker of
demoralization had already bagun to eat into the vitals
of the Pandya dynasty; and when at the baginning of
the 14th centary, a dispato about sucsession to the
throne arose, one of the claimants sought the help of
Allauddin, the Emparor of Dslhi. This led to the wall-
known invasion of southernmost India by Malik Kafar
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in 1310. He sacked Madura, and all but razed the®
famous tcanple to the ground. This invasion, which had®
been wantonly sought, so completely demoralized the
Pandya Kingdom that it never afterwards regained its:
independence. Shortly afterwards, the Chera King’

invadcd and conquered Madura, where he was crowned.

King (Epi. Ind. IV 146). Subsequently, a Musalman.
dynasty usurpcd the throne, and ruled for about 50’
years, when it was overthrown by Kampanna of the’
Vijayanagar Kingdom in 1365 (Epi. Ind. VI 824); and:
sinee then Madura was governed under the suzerainty of
the Hindu Kingdom of Vijayanagar.

About 1532, the King of Travancore invaded the:
Pandya territory and defied Vijayanagar. Achyuta,
whe was then the king of Vijayanagar (1530—42) conse~
quently organized an expedition into Southern India
threugh which he marched in trivmph, and planted 8-
pillar of victory in the Tambravarani. He cemented:
his relations with the Pandya by marrying the latter’s:
daughter.

We are now within sight of the Nayak dynasty of
Madura which was founded in 1559, and which ruled.
for nearly two centuries, till Madura fell into the hands-
of Chanda Sahib in 1786. The origin of the dynasty’
and its doings are narrated by Mr. R. 8. Narayana,swa:mi
Aiyar with clearness and precision in the following:
pages whieh I heartily commend to all lovers of Maduré-
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and its ancient and eventful history. I may 2dd that
the romantic element in the origin of the dynasty has
already been seized upon for the production in Tamil of
two very excellent plays by two gifted Tamil poets
and scholars, Pandit Sriman C. S. Muthuswami
Aiyar of the Kalyanasundram High School, Tanjore,
and Pandit Sriman Gopalakrishna Aiyar of the Madura
College, Madura; and I cannot help expressing the hope
that there will be found among the readers of Mr. R. S.
Narayanaswami Aiyar's account of the rule of the
Nayak kings, some, endowed with the requisite gift of
sympathy, imagination and charm of literary expression
who will, invest the outstanding figures of the Nayak
period.—~ Viswanatha, Aryanayakam, Tiramalai and
Mangammal with the flesh and blood of life and make
them glow in the pages of historical novels or romances.
In expressing this wish, I am’ not unaware that the
estimate of that great European Missionary Dr. Caldwell,
is not very flattering to the memory of the Nayaks.
In his History of Tinnevelly he writes: «Judged not
merely by modern European gtandard of right and
wrong, but even by the standards furnised by Hindu and
Mohamedan book of authority, the Nayakans must be
decided to have fallen far short of their duty as rulers-
Their reigns record little more than a disgraceful cata-
logue of debaucheries, treacheries, plunderings, oppres-

sions, murders and civil commotions, relieved only by
the factitious splendour of gifte to temples, idols and
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priests, by means of which they apparently gucceeded
in getting the Brahmans and poets to speak well of
them, and thus in keeping the mass of the people
patient under their misrule”. The learned bishop has
certainly succeeded in tarring with one touch of his
brush all imaginable persons—Xkings, priests, poets and
poople — whom in- his abundant charity he regards
only as knaves or fools; but his sweeping condemnation
cannot in the light of facts of history be accepted, a8
unprejudiced. Indeed we may well linger with affection
over the memory of Viswanatha, whose invincible
loyalty was so sweetly wedded to high pious fidelity
who mindful of the sage advise of the ancient Tamil
poet to

Increase the reservoirs for water made,
And bind the water, and supply to fields
Their measured flow.

(Purananuru 18)

led channels from the Vaigai to water the country, over
which he founded smiling villages, and with the help
of his able minister Aryanayaka Mudali, whose equestr-
ian statue in the 1000 pillared Mantapam is still ador-
ned with garlands by worshippers at the Madura temple,
restored order in the land and effected many administ -
rative improvements. Again, apart from his political
doings, about the wisdom of some of which, opinions
will differ to, us, Tirumalai, who made Madura he
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capital, and whose public buildings, including the
temple, the splendid palace and that great Art Gallery
of Indian sculpture, the Pudw Mantapam, have been

aptly described as “works of really royal magnificence”,
cal to our finer susceptibilitios, and

cannot fail to app
or the grand and tho baantifal.

our sense of admiration {
Mangammal too, whose memory i8 still green through
out the land for ber innumerable roads and avenues
temples, tanks and choultries, cannot cease to be dear

. to the Indian mind, which will never fail to invest the

noble lady with radiancds. The doings of these and

other Nayak rulers are d>seribad in this littte book in
simple language, and with faithful adhesion to history
so far as it is now known:; and the author, whose
activity for the furtheranca of Tamil and the diffasion
of knowledge amoag the Tamil pzople is manifold,
daserves thanks for this frash attampt to coavey reliable

information to Tamilians about one of the most fascinat-

ing chapters in the story of their land.
K. G. Sesha Aiyar,
(B. Ay B. L, Mo B+ Ae S y)

TRIVAXDRAM. High Court Judga-
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