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PREFACE

Tai1s book 1s a special edition for India of A First Book
of British History, "’ the briefest of the three volumes
which jointly form my * Historical Series for Schools,”
based on the ¢ Coucentric System,” Book I being a sketch
filled in with increasing fullness in Books II and IIL It
has enjoyed a very considerable circulation in India, but
experienced [ndian advisers have suggested that the need
which it has met would be more adequately filled were it
more specially adapted to the wants of that country. To
carry out such a revision effectively, practical experience
of Indian requirements was necessary, and 1 count myself
fortunate in having found in my old friend Sir Philip
Hartog the ideal collaborator by reason of his wide expe-
rience of India and intimate knowledge of [ndian education.
Further help has also come from my cld pupils Mr. and
Mrs. John Coatman, who have read all the proofs and
have made many valuable suggestions both to me in
writing and to Sir Philip in personal discussions over the
hook at Simla. We both wish to express our gratitude
to them.

Our plan for adaptation has been only to make altera-
tions when we have seen special reasons for doing so.
We have therefore kept substantially to the original plan.
We have shortened the book by omitting detail of minor
importance to the Indian student, while sometimes adding
information on points linking up Britain and India. The
scale of the book makes it impossible to do more than
briefly touch upon a few of the more salient features of
modern Indian History, but we believe that this will
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matter the less since many of its readers will be acquainted
with the special text-books devoted to this subject. We
may add our hope that the changes made will not render

the book unsuitable for other readers than those for whom
it has been specially designed.

T. F. )
July 15th, 1927 TOUT
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